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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Friday, November 4, 2011

The House met at 10 a.m.

Prayers

GOVERNMENT ORDERS
©(1005)
[English]
SECURITY OF TENURE OF MILITARY JUDGES ACT

Hon. Bev Oda (for the Minister of National Defence) moved
that Bill C-16, An Act to amend the National Defence Act (military
judges), be read the second time and referred to a committee.

Mr. Chris Alexander (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of National Defence, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I stand this morning with
great pleasure in support of a bill that addresses the urgent need to
ensure the proper functioning of our military justice system.

I will begin by reminding all members that our debate—

Mr. Tom Lukiwski: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of order, and I
do apologize to my hon. colleague. I should inform you that there
have been consultations and I am hopeful that the House will give its
consent to the following motion: That, notwithstanding any Standing
Order or usual practices of the House, when the House begins debate
on the second reading motion of Bill C-16, an Act to Amend the
National Defence Act (military judges), one member from each
recognized party and the member from Saanich—Gulf Islands, who
shall divide her time with any of the following members, the member
for Richmond—Arthabaska, the member for Haute-Gaspésie—La
Mitis—Matane—Matapédia, the member for Ahuntsic, and the
member for Bas-Richelieu—Nicolet—Bécancour, may speak to the
second reading motion, after which the said bill shall be deemed to
have been read a second time and referred to a committee of the
whole, deemed considered in committee of the whole, deemed
reported without amendment, deemed concurred in at report stage
and deemed read a third time and passed.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Barry Devolin): Does the hon.
parliamentary secretary have the unanimous consent of the House to
present the motion?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

Some hon. members: No.

Mr. Chris Alexander: Mr. Speaker, I rise again in support of the
bill that addresses the urgent need to ensure the proper functioning of
our military justice system.

The bill comes to us in the context of two facts that I think all hon.
members will recognize. One, a legal circumstance that places
additional pressure on all of us to ensure the smooth functioning of
our military justice system, one that has served Canada well for
decades. We just celebrated the centenary of the Office of the Judge
Advocate General without a challenge to its constitutionality. I will
come back to that issue and delve into the circumstances that have
led to a danger of that happening.

This is a measure that has been considered in the House three
times during three previous Parliament when bills were brought
forward that provided for exactly the very limited measures that are
provided for in this bill. They died on the order paper, despite two
days of debate in the House in the last Parliament and five days of
debate in committee in the last Parliament. These issues have been
thoroughly ventilated among all of us.

They have received the benefit of the views of the members
opposite in committee and in the House, and our consultations to
date lead us to believe that, on this narrow but important issue of the
independence of military judges, there is a consensus among the
parties represented in the House to move forward with alacrity and to
ensure that trial by court martial in this country's military justice
institutions continues to take place in full conformity with the law
and the continuing modernization of our civilian, civil and military
justice practices.

Ensuring the safety of Canadians requires that members of the
Canadian Forces remain in a constant state of operational readiness.
In this regard, the military justice system is a critical tool in allowing
the chain of command to deal with matters directly related to the
discipline, efficiency and morale of the military. Many hon. members
on all sides of the House will know first-hand from their experience,
and we all know from our observation of the excellence of our
Canadian armed forces the importance of morale, the fundamental
importance of justice that is swift, justice that is fair, justice that
brings together a team that reinforces the cohesion of that team to the
smooth operational functioning of a military.
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It is not just a question of the institution's effectiveness, it is also a
question of our military's ability to reflect the values that we as
Canadians hold dear. Any Canadian soldier, private, sergeant or
officers, whether they are in Libya or on a peacekeeping mission on
the Golan Heights or anywhere else, will tell us that they can only do
their job to the extent that they are representing and projecting
Canada's values. Those values are built upon a system of law, a
system of justice and that system must be fully reflected in the
system of military justice that serves our military.

©(1010)

[Translation]

In the absence of such a system, our military men and women
would not be able to focus on their top priority—protecting the
interests of Canada and its people.

[English]

For that reason, the government, the Supreme Court of Canada
and even the Constitution have recognized the importance of
maintaining a robust military justice system. The military justice
system must meet the unique needs of the Canadian Forces and must
also be subject to the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. The
charter guarantees that a person who is charged with an offence has
the right to be presumed innocent until proven guilty in accordance
with the law in a fair and public hearing by an independent and
impartial tribunal.

It is on the issue of independence that I speak to the House today.
The independence of the judiciary is a fundamental right of all
Canadians, and maintaining that independence is an important
responsibility of government. This means ensuring that Canadian
courts, including courts martial, are free from real and perceived
undue influences and interference.

[Translation]

Judicial independence, or the freedom to deliver a ruling based
solely on fact and law, requires that the judge presiding over a trial
have a certain level of job security and that his appointment be
permanent.

[English]

That is the system we have in our civil courts and it is the system
we must now have in our military justice system.

On June 2 of this year, the Court Martial Appeal Court made an
important decision regarding the security of tenure of military
judges. I am referring to the case of Regina v. Leblanc. This ruling
assessed that the process by which military judges are appointed,
currently on a five year renewable basis, does not satisfy the
constitutional requirement for an independent judiciary. Therefore,
the court has given Parliament six months, or until December 2, to
pass remedial legislation to update the National Defence Act,
otherwise, its provisions related to the appointment and tenure of
military judges will be declared constitutionally invalid. This is not a
new issue.

[Translation]
Since it took office, the government has been actively seeking to

make amendments, similar to those I just mentioned, to the National
Defence Act.

[English]

The enhancement of judicial independence is one issue that the
government first attempted to address in 2006 with Bill C-7, which
died on the order paper, as I mentioned at the outset. Since then, the
government has attempted to amend the National Defence Act on
two separate occasions: Bill C-45 in 2008 and Bill C-41 in 2010,
both of which died on the order paper as a result of prorogation or
the dissolution of Parliament.

Therefore, we cannot be taken to task for not having tried to
resolve this issue earlier as circumstances literally did not permit us
to bring these efforts, which we all have endorsed in one way or
another, to fruition. Ideally, Parliament would have passed legisla-
tion that would have dealt with the issue of security of tenure in
2006, unfortunately, circumstances were such that this was not the
case. Today, with a renewed sense of urgency on this issue, we come
before this House with Bill C-16

In order to address the concerns identified in the Leblanc decision,
the proposed amendments to the National Defence Act contained in
Bill C-16 would provide military judges with security of tenure to
the fixed age of 60, subject only to removal for cause based on the
recommendations of an inquiry committee established under
regulations. This is a procedure that reflects, in the military justice
system, the type of removal proceedings that we see in our civilian
justice system in extreme cases when it is applied to judges.

The government recognizes that 60 is an earlier age for retirement
than most judges in the civilian justice system. However, we must
remember that military judges are commissioned officers in the
Canadian Forces, colonels and lieutenant colonels at the moment,
and that the military must balance the need for an experienced
judiciary with the need for physical fitness and deployability in all of
its members. It is the principle of universality of service. For this
reason, 60 is the maximum prescribed retirement age for all
Canadian Forces members, and this must include military judges
who are, of course, members of the Canadian Forces.

®(1015)

[Translation]

I would like to close by emphasizing that the government
recognizes that the amendments proposed in this bill are technical in
nature, but they constitute amendments that are necessary to ensure
that the National Defence Act is consistent with the charter and that
the military justice system operates in accordance with Canadian
legal standards.

[English]

We are really talking about the modernization of our military
justice system, the obligation we have to ensure that our system
reflects developments in the civil justice system. I am not only
speaking about our own observation as parliamentarians, as
government, that this must take place, but observations that have
been endorsed by the Supreme Court of Canada and by a recent
decision by the military appeals court that this now take place
specifically with regard to the issue of the independence of military
judges.
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Should Bill C-16 not move forward quickly the ability of military
judges to hear cases will be put into question, causing uncertainty
within the military justice system. By ensuring security of tenure to
the fixed age of 60, Bill C-16 would make a significant contribution
toward ensuring the continued independence of military judges
within the military justice system.

Let us keep in mind that our military justice system has a long-
standing and proud tradition in Canada. The Court Martial Appeal
Court was created in 1959 by Parliament. It is a military justice
system that is subject to civilian control, civilian supervision and
civilian oversight. It is also subject to that oversight in that the Court
Martial Appeal Court is a superior court of record with a chief justice
of'its own. It is composed only of superior court judges appointed by
governor in council. Appeals from this court go directly to the
Supreme Court of Canada, so our military justice system fits under
the charter, under our Constitution, into a system of justice that is
overseen ultimately under appeal by the Supreme Court of Canada.

Let us also put the bill into perspective. The full-time military
judges of whom we speak and to which this new measure would
apply number four in this country at the moment, three of whom are
lieutenant colonels and one a colonel. They do handle a large amount
of work. The bill really would apply to a relatively restricted field of
the military justice system and our military as a whole.

This government recognizes that while urgent, the issue of judicial
independence is but one of many aspects of our military justice
system that requires updating. Performing a regular review of any
legal system is necessary to ensure its continued relevance and
effectiveness, which is why the government has also introduced Bill
C-15, which proposes implementing many of the recommendations
found in the 2003 report by the late chief justice Antonio Lamer.

Together, Bill C-15 and Bill C-16 represent a comprehensive
response to the recommendations found in the Lamer report and in
Regina v. Leblanc to ensure that our military justice system remains
consistent with Canadian values.

I therefore call upon the House to support both of these important
bills as they move forward. I also call upon those independent
members of the House, some of whom were active in committee in
reviewing the provisions now contained both in Bill C-15 and Bill
C-16, to join us in moving the bills forward expeditiously in
recognizing that the values we all share, the military we all support,
deserves to see these technical but important updated measures move
forward as quickly as possible.

It is one of our duties to our military. It is our duty to Canadians to
move quickly forward on this. We need to ensure that our Canadian
Forces are served by the best, the most modern, the most effective
military justice system that we can have in this country at this time.
©(1020)

Mr. Jack Harris (St. John's East, NDP): Mr. Speaker, 1 will
make my own speech in a few minutes, but I would just like to refer
to the member's notion of the duty of the independent members of
the House. I would like to ask the parliamentary secretary, why are
we in this situation that he has to call upon them to do that? They just
refused unanimous consent to a motion to move this through quickly,
but they did so in an apparent retaliation for what the government
refused yesterday.

Government Orders

I see the member is wearing a poppy. We made statements the
other day on the occasion of Remembrance Day. It is traditional in
the House. The Green Party has a representative here, even though it
does not have party status. The Bloc Québécois has four members
but no party status. These members wanted to have an opportunity to
make a Remembrance Day statement, yet the government refused.

The House leader for the New Democrats, the official opposition,
specifically asked for unanimous consent yesterday and it was
refused by the parliamentary secretary and his party. That is why we
are in a situation where there is not a free flow to see this go through.
[ think there is a general will that this be passed.

The government is the author of its own misfortune. Why would it
refuse to allow the representatives of the Green Party and the Bloc to
make a statement in observance of Remembrance Day?

Mr. Chris Alexander: Mr. Speaker, it is unfortunate that any
member of the House would see fit, for any reason, to politicize an
issue, to link an issue that really is, and I think the member for St.
John's East would agree with me, technical in nature, that is urgent
because of the judicial context now set for this issue.

Yes, there is give and take in the House. There is free flow of
requests and agreements, sometimes request refusals. However, let
us be clear, if this measure does not move forward expeditiously, and
we had hoped it would do so today, and we still think expeditious
progress for the bill is possible, those who will suffer are all of us in
the House because our credibility in serving the military and the
military justice system will be in doubt.

Every single member of the Canadian armed forces who is served
by the court martial system, by the summary trial system, runs the
risk of having the constitutionality of that system being called into
question as early as December 2. Therefore, the urgency does
transcend the give and take that we habitually engage in in the
House. It should compel all members to reconsider their positions
and to move toward expeditious passage of the bill.

Ms. Elizabeth May (Saanich—Gulf Islands, GP): Mr. Speaker,
I was not going to touch on this issue, but the hon. member for St.
John's East has raised it. It grieves me enormously to block
unanimous consent on this matter. The parliamentary secretary's
presentation on the facts and the value of Bill C-16 is uncontested
from the Green Party's point of view. He presented it admirably.

However, it has been a source of great grief. I have heard from
Green Party members across the country. They are stunned that
independent members were not allowed to speak. Others have
spoken from other parties to reflect on the sacrifices of those in
previous wars and those currently in military action.



2964

COMMONS DEBATES

November 4, 2011

Government Orders

Patriotism is not something that is the exclusive province of one
party on one side of the House. If anyone has politicized any issue
inappropriately it was government members who two days in a row
have refused the Bloc Québécois members in Parliament and the
duly elected Green Party member of Parliament in speaking to
Remembrance Day.

I think the matter of unanimous consent is usually negotiated. It is
negotiated with goodwill and that goodwill was absent in this case.

Mr. Chris Alexander: Mr. Speaker, I would simply urge our hon.
colleagues opposite, the member for Saanich—Gulf Islands, and
those other independent members who made their views known at
the start of today's debate, to find a different way of expressing their
displeasure.

The decision rendered on June 2 by the Court Martial Appeal
Court was one that declared our current military justice system
invalid because of the lack of security of tenure for judges. The
provisions of this ruling were suspended until December 2 to allow
this House to act, to allow the Parliament to Canada to correct this
situation. December 2 is coming quickly.

Those members have a position that they wanted to express. They
are entitled to use the rules of this place for whatever ends they
choose. However, I would appeal to them to choose a different
context, to make a different piece of legislation, a different measure,
the object of their disapproval or their disruption in this case.
Military justice and the integrity of the justice system serving the
Canada armed forces is too important.

®(1025)
[Translation]

Mr. John Weston (West Vancouver—Sunshine Coast—Sea to
Sky Country, CPC): Mr. Speaker, 1 greatly appreciated the hon.
member's speech. It was very detailed and interesting. He has
represented Canada's foreign affairs department in Afghanistan and
he supports human rights everywhere in the world. I have a question
for him: why is it important for members of the military and all
Canadians to have an independent judiciary? He spoke about the
Constitution in his speech and I would like him to speak a little bit
more about the importance of an independent judiciary here.

Mr. Chris Alexander: Mr. Speaker, | thank my hon. colleague for
his question. It is truly important for all members of this House to
have a good understanding of what members of our Canadian Armed
Forces experience. They are often deployed overseas, in such places
as Afghanistan, where the justice system does not work well or even
not at all. That was certainly the case in Kandahar in 2006 and it
continues to be the case for several areas of justice in Afghanistan.

Therefore, it is vital that our armed forces take with them a reliable
justice system that is consistent with our values. When they are
deployed, they are governed by the military rather than the civilian
justice system. Military justice in Afghanistan, Libya and other
countries where our forces are deployed must be swift and fair and
reflect the values of Canada's civilian justice system and its most
recent developments.

Ms. Francoise Boivin (Gatineau, NDP): Mr. Speaker, as my
colleagues said earlier, it is rather difficult to listen to our hon.
Conservative colleague tell us that we are politicizing an issue, when
all the Conservatives have been doing from the beginning is

ramming their bills down our throats. I would like to read a quote
and ask him to comment. Manon Cornellier, who is a very respected
columnist in Quebec, had this to say:

The Conservatives have a majority. They know that they will get their bills
through and that they have the time to honour the best parliamentary traditions, that
is, by acting in a thoughtful and insightful way and giving members, organizations
and the public an opportunity to be heard. Ideally, this should be accompanied by a
willingness to listen.

The government wants its bills, for example bills C-10 and C-19,
to be passed post-haste. It is telling us that we are politicizing the
debate, but in fact it is the one doing so. That is rather rich.

Mr. Chris Alexander: Mr. Speaker, I have not read Ms.
Cornellier's article. However, 1 can assure the hon. member for
Gatineau that, in this case, we listened to her party and had some real
in-depth discussions on this issue in the House during previous
Parliaments and in committee. We agree. We agree on the
independence of military judges.

I think, then, that our idea to introduce this bill efficiently and
quickly reflects the best traditions of the House in terms of
consultation and willingness to reach a consensus, two very common
things in the history of this House. I can assure my colleague that in
issues related to military justice, we intend to continue this tradition

©(1030)

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Barry Devolin): I regret to interrupt
the hon. member.

Resuming debate, the hon. member for St. John's East.
[English]

Mr. Jack Harris (St. John's East, NDP): Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to have an opportunity to speak to this legislation because it
provides an opportunity to talk about how important the Charter of
Rights and Freedoms is in our country. It is the Canadian Charter of
Rights and Freedoms that gives the reason for this piece of
legislation to correct something which, in the current context, is
contrary to the Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

This is something that was introduced into our law in 1983 and the
effects of it, as we are seeing today, are still reverberating. The
Charter of Rights and Freedoms is for all Canadian citizens,
regardless of who they are, whether the person is a soldier, as in this
case, or a criminal with a record as long as his arm, as they say in the
vernacular, or an ordinary Canadian who happens to find himself or
herself in front of the courts.

The charter has many provisions. This one is about section 11(d).
Section 11(d) of the charter provides that any person who is charged
with an offence has the right “to be presumed innocent until proven
guilty according to law in a fair and public hearing by an
independent and impartial tribunal”. Each and every word of that
provision is important. Each and every word of that provision of the
Charter of Rights and Freedoms has been tested and given judicial
interpretation over the last 28 years since the charter came into
effect. It is an important fundamental underpinning of our system of
justice.
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How did this case come about and why are we here? We are
talking about whether judges in the military courts should have
security of tenure. This is not for the judges. Some people say that
judges want to have longer tenure, they want to have longer careers
and do not want to be subject to being removed, laid off or not
reappointed. It is not about that at all. According to the existing
legislation, the military judges are appointed for a term of five years.
They hear courts martial. Of course, under military justice life
imprisonment could be given as a sentence, so under military
tribunals, courts martial, these judges have a tremendous amount of
authority and power under the law. The military justice system is a
parallel one and in many ways is very different.

We will be getting into an argument about what that means in
regard to a lot of other provisions in military justice under Bill C-15
when we get to that. This one has been taken out, and probably for
good reason, because it is less controversial. We think this legislation
should be passed swiftly.

It was part of Bill C-41 in the last Parliament, which we thought
was going to pass. It went through committee and got right to the
end. We even reached a compromise on a number of things and
made some good amendments, but lo and behold, instead of bringing
it into the House for third reading and passage, the government
forgot about it, laid it aside, or for some reason did not bring it
through. This was after the Court Martial Appeal Court of Canada
had made this ruling on June 2. Everybody knew this was coming
because this was the court of appeal, not the regular court martial
where a similar decision had also been made.

The government was well aware of this then, and I think it has
been wise to take it out separately and see if it could get co-operation
to have it passed. We are prepared to co-operate. We are a very
reasonable opposition. When we see something that needs to be
done, it can be expedited. We even provided unanimous consent.
Our part of unanimous consent was provided this morning to have
this bill brought into law at least in the House of Commons today
and be sent to the other place for speedy passage. We offered that
consent because we are very reasonable and co-operative when it is
appropriate to be.

Let me tell members what this case was about.

©(1035)

Mr. LeBlanc and other soldiers were tasked with guarding a CF-
18 at a Canadian air force base. The aircraft was on standby for the
Francophonie summit being held in Quebec City in October 2008.
Corporal LeBlanc and his companion were one of two teams
guarding the aircraft. He and his companion were on lookout, sitting
in a truck parked by the hangar. His companion went off to use the
washroom, and left Corporal LeBlanc sitting in the truck by himself.
Lo and behold, when his pal left the truck to go to the washroom, he
was inside the hangar and was away for about five minutes, a
sergeant drove up next to Corporal LeBlanc's side of the truck. The
trial judge found that Corporal LeBlanc had been reclining and had
his eyes closed for at least 10 seconds. His eyes were closed for 10
seconds and as a result he was charged with negligence and not
being vigilant in his duty under section 124 of the National Defence
Act, negligently performing a military duty imposed on him.

Government Orders

That is what gave rise to this. He was brought before a court
martial and he was convicted because the trial judge ruled that even
though they did not have proper security of tenure, the trial judge
thought they did and made his ruling anyway. It went to the court of
appeal in the military tribunal. It said the issue was raised as to
whether or not military judges were impartial. Military judges are
very well trained. They are lawyers. They usually come from the
judge advocate general's office. They are steeped in the rules of law
and they are appointed as a judge, but they are appointed for five
years. That five years may or may not be renewed.

If a judge is trying to decide a case, it is not about the judge, it is
about the accused. Does the accused have an understanding that
there is a standard of judicial independence so that the judge is not
impartial as between him and the military? The judge, in the minds
of the accused and everyone else, is dependent upon the military
brass for his reappointment. The judges of the court martial appeal
court are very well qualified. For example, Justice Létourneau, is one
of the authors, along with retired Colonel Michel Drapeau, of
perhaps the only significant text on military law in Canada. A new
edition came out a week or two ago. He sat on that court. The court
said that five-year renewable terms for military judges did not
provide the necessary constitutional protection, especially consider-
ing the fact that it was considered necessary to give such protection
to civilian judges exercising the same functions.

That is a simple explanation of how this case got to where it is.
This legislation is designed to fix that. It was in Bill C-41 which
passed second reading, went through committee and was reported
back to the House but did not get passed. We agreed with that
provision. In fact, it was this provision that was used as an excuse to
fast-track the legislation. The government said that it was very
important and it must get done not a month ago, but a year ago, even
before the case on June 2, but it did not get passed.

We are here, reasonable as we are, and we are prepared to do it
anyway because we know it needs to be done. It is important that this
piece of legislation be passed in the context of understanding the
importance of our Charter of Rights and Freedoms for all Canadians,
including those in the military.

© (1040)

There will be more debate about that because there are many
provisions in the National Defence Act and the military justice
system that do not give the same protections to soldiers in the
military justice system as civilians would have in civilian court. We
will, of course, have further debate about that, but with respect to this
provision, we agree.

This is not new. As I said, this has been debated many times. In
my province of Newfoundland and Labrador, for example, there was
a provision for provincial court judges. They are the ones who hear
95% of 96% of the cases. It turns out that back in the late 1980s,
early 1990s, the Newfoundland the minister of justice could transfer
a provincial court judge. The minister could simply say that the
judge would now be transferred to Maine, for example, or anywhere
else. Maybe the judge lives in Maine, is transferred to St. John's, but
does not want to live there.
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The minister of justice, the attorney general, had the power to
transfer judges to Cornerbrook or wherever. The mere fact that could
be done was not considered to be impartial as between Her Majesty
The Queen and the accused. Her Majesty The Queen's representa-
tive, the minister of justice or attorney general, could actually move
judges if the minister, for whatever reason, did not like their
judgments or was not satisfied they were doing the job the justice
minister wanted them to do in that jurisdiction.

That power was deemed unconstitutional and it had to be changed
for impartiality. It is a mundane example, but it is a reality of the
importance of the Charter of Rights. At the end of the day, that
provides for our protection.

This has a long and very interesting history, but it comes up again
and again. It has come up here today. It came up yesterday with
respect to Mr. Khadr who is in the United States. He is called a self-
confessed terrorist. He is a Canadian citizen and his rights and
freedoms are important, too. Yet the government took the position
before the Supreme Court of Canada that we should not recognize
those rights because our neighbour wanted to try him. It was the
government's actions that infringed upon his rights and the Supreme
Court of Canada refused to hear the case.

These are rights for all citizens. They are not designed to protect
criminals. They are designed to ensure, as the charter has, that an
accused person before a court, whether it be a military court, a
civilian court or any other, has the right to be tried in a fair and
public way according to law. The individual is presumed innocent
and tried in a public hearing by an independent and impartial
tribunal. Each and every one of these words is extremely important
and part of the fundamental underpinnings of our judicial system, the
freedoms we enjoy, the freedoms we talk about when we say that we
support our veterans because they have fought for our ability to build
a society that has these freedoms.

Canada has a society that has developed over the many years,
through trial and error in some cases, not always making progress. It
seems as if we are going to take some backward steps in the next few
months with Bill C-10. We will go backward and there will be
another government to go forward again. It is not always the steady
march of progress, as I am sure members are aware. It depends in
which direction we want to go, but in this case the Charter of Rights
and Freedoms has brought a great measure of protection to our
citizens and a standard by which the justice system is measured.

®(1045)

As to Corporal Leblanc, he was dealt with because the appeal was
allowed in part. However, the part which found him guilty of neglect
of duty was upheld, but only on a technicality. In that case the court
martial judge thought there was security of tenure until retirement or
maybe that he was ready to retire and it did not matter to him.
However, the principle was a factor in the case and was enough of a
factor to get it to the Court Martial Appeal Court of Canada. That is a
separate court of appeal. From that court of appeal, a case can go
directly to the Supreme Court of Canada, so it is a very high court.

We really did not need this case to prove it because representatives
of the legal system, the military justice system and the Department of
National Defence and anyone who was interested in the matter, as

well as Michel Drapeau who appeared before our committee the last
time, talked about this as a fundamental problem.

There are other issues we can talk about in terms of military
justice. Is it necessary for those judges be officers? That is an
interesting point. It has been argued before the defence committee
that we should have a mix of civilian and military judges in the
military justice system. It is important to understand how the military
works, but it is also important to not get caught up in the culture of
the military to the exclusion of the importance of having a standard
justice that applies equally to citizens whether they are in the military
or not. We can debate that at length.

However, in the context of this situation, we believe it is important
that the military justice system not be hamstrung by a system which
everyone clearly recognizes fails to meet the standard of appropriate
impartiality and does not meet the constitutional test.

I have had some thoughts about the requirement of retirement at
age 60. If we consider the notion that it is a military justice system,
then from the day one joins the military, he or she knows there is a
mandatory retirement at age 60. That is part of the system. It has
nothing to do with whether one is a judge or a master corporal
working on base or a general. The fact that one is appointed as a
military judge, he or she still has to retire at age 60 as opposed to a
Supreme Court judge who retires at age 75 or at age 70, depending
on which jurisdiction. Those judges have been considered to have
judicial independence. In the military, 60 is young for a judge.
However, in the military context it is not considered to be a
mandatory form of retirement.

There are some issues about supernumeraries, but that is a detail
we do not need to get into now. If there is a mandatory retirement
age of 60, at least in the context of the report on the court case itself,
and I do not have the whole transcript in front of me and I do not
know everything that was argued, there does not appear to be a lot of
other discussion about other aspects of it. The focus was on the five-
year renewable term being the issue, which is what we are dealing
with now. Any possible nuances on that could perhaps be argued at
another time and in another case. In this case, the provision of the
five-year renewable term is clearly the one that needs to be changed.

We support that change. We support fast-tracking it. We support
passing it today and sending it to the other place for consideration.
However, without unanimous consent, we will have a second
reading debate. It will then have to go to committee. The defence
committee will have to look at it. Then it would be sent back for
report stage in the House. There will be a potential debate at report
stage, then at third reading. It would then go to the Senate to have it
dealt with and then be passed into law. It may take some time,
perhaps beyond December 2. 1 do not know what pace the other
members in the House will take in dealing with this. We are satisfied
to have it passed today and to go on to the other place. It is important
that we deal with constitutional matters that are clearly agreed upon.
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©(1050)

As the member for Saanich—Gulf Islands has said, she has no
problem with the legislation, but it is a question of having other
issues intertwined, which unfortunately the government has seen fit
to do despite the fact that it is normal courtesy in the House to
recognize an important national event like Remembrance Day.
Courtesy should be extended to members to be allowed to say a few
words.

Those are my remarks at second reading and I would be happy to
respond to any questions or comments.

Mr. Ted Opitz (Etobicoke Centre, CPC): Mr. Speaker, first, [
have to direct a comment to the independent member who blocked
unanimous consent this morning. I note he did not remain in the
House and that speaks to the ethics, integrity and values—

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Barry Devolin): Order, please. I
remind all hon. members that it is not the practice of the House to
make direct reference to who is or is not in the chamber. With that, I
will go back to the hon. member for Etobicoke Centre, if he has a
question.

Mr. Ted Opitz: Mr. Speaker, I apologize. I did not realize that was
a rule. However, no politician in the House should walk upon the
backs of Canadian Forces members, because we already stand upon
their shoulders, especially on a minor political irritant or argument
that would hold up something that is so fundamental to fairness to all
Canadian Forces soldiers.

I have a question for the hon. member for St. John's East, who I
have had the pleasure of serving with on the defence committee. He
is an accomplished and intelligent individual.

The backgrounder to the legislation states that:

The military justice system is designed to promote the operational effectiveness of
the Canadian Forces by contributing to the maintenance of discipline, efficiency and
morale.

Former Justice Lamer of the Supreme Court states:

To maintain the Armed Forces in a state of readiness, the military must be in a
position to enforce internal discipline effectively and efficiently. Breaches of military
discipline must be dealt with speedily and, frequently, punished more severely than
would be the case if a civilian engaged in such conduct. As a result, the military has
its own Code of Service Discipline to allow it to meet its particular disciplinary
needs. In addition, special service tribunals, rather than the ordinary courts—
The Acting Speaker (Mr. Barry Devolin): Order, please. The

Chair has tried to signal to the member that his time to question is
over. If he could quickly come to his question, that would be
appreciated.

Mr. Ted Opitz: Mr. Speaker, does the hon. member and his party
agree that there is a need and a place for a separate military justice
system?

Mr. Jack Harris: Mr. Speaker, first, I thank the member for
Etobicoke Centre for his kind remarks and compliment of my work
on the defence committee.

The statement the member read from the report of the late Mr.
Justice Antonio Lamer is an important one. It is a fundamental tenet
of military justice overview. There are a number of other matters as
well that become evident if one reads more closely to what Justice
Lamer said. There are differences between military justice and
civilian justice and part of it has to do with the operational aspect.

Government Orders

For example, in a combat zone, we do not have the same leisure to
deal with matters, particularly if they involve discipline. I think it is
widely recognized around the world that military justice is different
and the need for a prompt response to matters than can affect morale
and operational security is extremely important.

I agree with the general principle that there needs to be a separate
military justice system, but it also must be closely examined to
ensure that we do not go beyond what is necessary for the sake of
having an efficient military. Indeed, it has been enunciated here that
the Charter of Rights and Freedoms must be considered applicable to
the situation. Although, the Charter of Rights and Freedoms itself
says that it can be modified if it is proven to be necessary for
operational reasons. Section 1 of the charter is an exception system.

® (1055)

Hon. John McKay (Scarborough—Guildwood, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, I never cease to be amazed at the talent of this institution
to turn what should be short and sweet into long and painful.

I listened to the hon. member's speech and I listened to the speech
of the hon. member before him. There is not a word with which any
of us disagree, yet we have now used virtually an hour's worth of
time to talk about something on which we all agree.

My comment and question is that I have neither comment nor
question. I urge hon. members to do the same.

Mr. Jack Harris: Mr. Speaker, | would tend to agree with him. In
fact, I believe we offered unanimous consent, along with the hon.
member, so this could be put into law immediately, but since
unanimous consent was refused, I thought it important on the eve of
Remembrance Day week that we talk about that important principle
for which our veterans fight, and fought, and for which some laid
down their lives, and that is the freedoms we enjoy.

This is about those fundamental freedoms—not only the
fundamental freedoms of all Canadians, but in this case the
fundamental rights and freedoms as they apply to our soldiers
themselves.

I beg the indulgence of my former colleague on the defence
committee to allow us to have this discussion and to talk about how
important it is that we recognize that this is one of the freedoms
contained in the Charter of Rights and Freedoms that people are
fighting for. As I was going to point out to my previous colleague,
the Charter of Rights and Freedoms guarantees the rights and
freedoms that it sets out, subject only to such reasonable limits
prescribed by law as can demonstrably justified in a free and
democratic society. That is what we are trying to achieve in this

country.

Mr. David Christopherson (Hamilton Centre, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, I want to thank the member for St. John's East for his
comments and I certainly agree with all the compliments going his
way in terms of the work he does. We are very proud of the member.

I want to clarify again with the member two things. Number one,
ordinarily the public has the right to expect that the official
opposition will hold the government's feet to the fire in terms of
being accountable, yet here we see the opposition just lying down
and letting things happen.
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Second, the government members are forever saying that the
official opposition, the NDP, does not support the military and does
not support our troops. They say that all the time. We hear a couple
of them howling now.

Would the hon. member take an opportunity to concisely explain
why the official opposition is doing what it is doing today, and how
the official opposition feels about our citizens in uniform?

Mr. Jack Harris: Looking at the clock, Mr. Speaker, I do not
think it gives me enough time to deal with the important questions
raised by my colleague, the new defence critic, who so far, and it has
only been a week or so, is doing a great job in his new role.

As the official opposition, NDP members have two roles. One is
to hold the government to account, but we are also Her Majesty's
Loyal Opposition, so it is about our taking a responsible position
when we have legislation like this, legislation that is concise and to
the point about ensuring that our soldiers have the same fundamental
rights as everybody else.

We are ready to co-operate. We are ready to give voice to that. We
are ready to see this put into law as quickly as possible.

The people opposite like to propagandize every chance they get
by, uttering rhetorical flourishes such as “The NDP hates the
military” or “The NDP does not support our troops”. All of the
things they say all the time are hogwash, as I think even the hon.
members who say it know, but we sometimes need to remind
Canadians of that; there are more of them than there are of us for the
time being, so we need to speak louder.

® (1100)
The Acting Speaker (Mr. Barry Devolin): The time for

questions and comments has expired, just in time for statements
by members.

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS

[Translation]

VETERANS

Mr. Royal Galipeau (Ottawa—Orléans, CPC): Mr. Speaker, in
memory of my father and my uncles, Raymond, Laurent and
Rodolphe, who all served this country,

[English]

in honour of the volunteers of the Royal Canadian Legion, Don
Johns, Bud Dion, Jeannine and Raymond St-Louis, Frank Stacey,
and all the volunteers who offer poppies this week, this is In
Flanders Fields, by John McCrae:

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below...

[Translation]

We are the Dead.
Short days ago

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved, and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders Fields.

[English]

Take up our quarrel with the foe:

To you from failing hands, we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.

If ye break faith with us who die

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields...

* % %

REMEMBRANCE

Mr. Mark Adler (York Centre, CPC): Mr. Speaker, tonight I
will be celebrating Russian Unity Day with the Canadian-speaking
Russian community and thanking them for their dedication to
Canada.

In celebrating our cultural diversity, we are all reminded of the
countless blessings we enjoy in this country, and this is a time to
remember those who are protecting our freedoms.

With Remembrance Day on the horizon and Veterans' Week
starting tomorrow, Canadians are remembering our past and
honouring those who have served and are currently serving in
uniform.

We also cannot forget the sacrifices made or the lives lost in war,
which is why I stand in support of our government to create a
National Holocaust Memorial. As the Minister of State (Democratic
Reform) recently said:

The National Holocaust Monument will serve as a symbol of Canadian value and

diversity as much as it will be a memorial for the millions of victims and families
destroyed.

As the first child of a Holocaust survivor to be elected as a
member of this Parliament, this monument is very meaningful to me
personally and to my family. Furthermore, from November 1 to
November 11, the annual Holocaust Education Week is an effort to
educate all Canadians about the Holocaust.

I call on all members of this House to support these important
events and initiatives.

* % %

MONSIGNOR PERCY JOHNSON CATHOLIC HIGH
SCHOOL

Ms. Kirsty Duncan (Etobicoke North, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate Monsignor Percy Johnson Catholic High School
in Etobicoke North, its principal Susan Souter, teachers Joe Paczuski
and Marcella Porretta, and their students.

Ms. Porretta is described as an exemplary leader and an
inspiration to the students, tireless in her dedication to fostering
community and compassion among youth, and a saint of education
and community.

Ms. Porretta formed a Me to We chapter of 130 students who give
up weekends to volunteer in the community and who have
fundraised over $20,000 for schools in Sierra Leone and Ecuador.
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I had the honour of attending their community harvest brunch, and
was humbled, overwhelmed and forever touched by the generosity
and kindness of the Me to We club and their teachers.

I celebrate them all and look forward to attending their next event.

* % %

NEW DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF CANADA

Mr. Dean Del Mastro (Peterborough, CPC): Mr. Speaker, there
was disunity in the NDP ranks again yesterday as the NDP
leadership hopeful and member for Abitibi—Baie-James—Nunavik
—Eeyou distanced himself from the NDP's stance towards a
hypothetical sovereign Quebec.

While the NDP is contradicting itself on hypothetical constitu-
tional matters, our Conservative government remains focused on the
top priority of Quebeckers and all Canadians, jobs and economic
growth. This is yet another worrying example of the NDP and its
priorities and policies.

Now that the NDP has set a precedent by punishing two of their
MPs who refused to follow the orders of their leader on the
Conservative government's bid to end the wasteful and ineffective
long gun registry, will the MP for Abitibi—Baie-James—Nunavik—
Eeyou suffer the same fate? There seems to be a real democratic
deficit over there. The NPD is not allowing MPs to vote their
conscience.

®(1105)

[Translation)

CITY OF RIMOUSKI

Mr. Guy Caron (Rimouski-Neigette—Témiscouata—Les Bas-
ques, NDP): Mr. Speaker, a recent study by the Canadian Federation
of Independent Business—the CFIB—entitled “Communities in
Boom” ranks Rimouski in 11th place among Canadian cities and
second in Quebec when it comes to entrepreneurial vision.

There is no denying that small and medium-sized businesses are
what drive the economic development of the Lower St. Lawrence
and, as the vice-president and chief economist of the CFIB said, “...
independent businesses and start-ups are vital sources of energy on
which communities grow and flourish”.

In a press release, the mayor of Rimouski, Eric Forest, highlighted
the hard work of Chantal Pilon and the Société de promotion
économique de Rimouski. She and her team work with entrepreneurs
every day to promote the economic and social well-being of their
community.

Positive results can be achieved when we work hard and work
together. That is why I would like to increase our efforts to promote
unity among the socio-economic players in my riding, so that the
other communities in my region can experience the same optimism,
confidence and success. May they keep up the good work.

* % %

ASBESTOS

Mr. Francois Lapointe (Montmagny—L'Islet—Kamouraska
—Riviére-du-Loup, NDP): Mr. Speaker, on Wednesday, a number

Statements by Members

of Conservative MPs took the moral high ground and chose not to
vote against the NDP motion, and I commend them for that today.
The hon. members for Sarnia—Lambton, Ottawa—Orléans, Leth-
bridge, Edmonton—Leduc and London West chose not to spread
disease among thousands of workers, not to prevent the creation of
an assistance plan for the asbestos regions and not to tarnish the
reputation of the House or of Canada.

The same cannot be said about the vast majority of Conservative
caucus members, who turned a deaf ear to the colleges of physicians,
which insisted that protecting health must come before political
interests.

It is time for this government to face the facts and change its
position on asbestos.

[English]
REMEMBRANCE DAY

Mr. Harold Albrecht (Kitchener—Conestoga, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, in the next number of days Canadians will pause to
remember. Lest we forget.

I rise today to honour Canada's veterans and salute those who help
us remember.

Cambridge artist Dave Sopha wanted our soldiers' sacrifice in
Afghanistan to be remembered. After two and a half years and 6,500
hours of work, the portraits of honour was completed in May of this
year. One hundred and fifty-seven of our soldiers will each be
remembered larger than life in intimate detail on a 40-foot by 10-foot
mural.

Thanks to the support of Kin Canada, hundreds of thousands of
Canadians have taken the time to view and to remember. We will
remember them as individual heroes with families, thanks to Dave
Sopha's creation.

I ask all Canadians to join me in celebrating Dave Sopha and the
tens of thousands of veterans, volunteers and sponsors who organize
remembrance events in communities across Canada.

Lest we forget.

* % %

INNOVATIVE WOOD CONSTRUCTION AWARDS

Mr. Greg Rickford (Kenora, CPC): Mr. Speaker, last night was
a very special night for northwestern Ontario at the Ontario Wood
WORKS! gala for innovative wood construction.
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FedNor sponsored Wood WORKS! recognizes excellence in the
cutting-edge use of wood products in commercial and community
projects designed and made in Ontario. Plenty of great projects were
recognized all across Ontario, and I congratulate them all, but in the
end it was the great Kenora riding's time to shine, taking home not
one, not two, but three awards: the Institutional Wood Design Award
under $10 million for the Lake of the Woods Discovery Centre, the
Northern Ontario Excellence Award for the Sioux Lookout Meno Ya
Win Health Centre, and the best overall architect award to Nelson
Architecture of Kenora.

Forestry is a critical part of northwestern Ontario's past, present
and future. We are just plain good with wood.

I want to thank the Wood WORKS! program for helping to raise
the profile of our wood design and production excellence. North-
western Ontario wood works, and our achievements last night are
further examples of what is so great about the great Kenora riding.

* % %

PRIME MINISTER'S AWARD FOR TEACHING
EXCELLENCE

Mr. Dan Harris (Scarborough Southwest, NDP): Mr. Speaker, [
am very honoured to stand again to say how proud I am that two
teachers in my riding of Scarborough Southwest are recipients of this
year's prestigious Prime Minister's Award for Teaching Excellence.

The second teacher I would like to recognize is Al Baigent, a
teacher at Neil McNeil Catholic Secondary School.

The award-winning leadership program that Mr. Baigent has
developed is an asset to his students, their families and our
community as a whole. Students in his program are developing
critical leadership skills that prepare them for the future.

In addition to his incredible work in the classroom, Mr. Baigent is
also very involved in extracurricular sports activities, organizing
local cross-country running events as well as helping to coordinate
province-wide track meets. Mr. Baigent also leads many school trips
locally and abroad and shares his expertise with new and interested
teachers. Our community is truly privileged to have such a
passionate, creative and dedicated teacher working in our schools.

I want to extend my sincere congratulations to Mr. Baigent on
receiving this year's Prime Minister's Award for Teaching Excellence
and thank him for the commitment he demonstrates on a daily basis
to the students at Neil McNeil.

%* % %
®(1110)

POLISH INDEPENDENCE DAY

Mr. Ted Opitz (Etobicoke Centre, CPC): Mr. Speaker, Polish
Independence Day will be celebrated on November 11 by Poles
around the world.

Ninety-three years have passed since Poland regained its
independence as a free and democratic state. All Polish people are
rightly proud of this achievement and have guarded that hard-fought
independence throughout the 20th century.

Two years after its re-establishment in 1920, the fledgling Polish
state faced its greatest challenge when the Soviet Red Army invaded
Poland. Against all odds, the Polish military repelled the Red Army,
thereby saving western Europe from a Communist fate. This resolute
commitment to freedom has always defined the Polish spirit.

This year's commemoration marks the end of another era in the
history of Poland's fight for the cause of freedom with the passing of
Brigadier-General Tadeusz Sawicz, who had lived in Canada since
1957 and was the last known Polish veteran of the Battle of Britain.

A week from now, when we commemorate Remembrance Day
and Poland celebrates its Independence Day, let us remember the
invaluable contributions of those soldiers who fought for their
freedom and ours.

[Translation]

ABITIBI-TEMISCAMINGUE INTERNATIONAL FILM
FESTIVAL

Ms. Christine Moore (Abitibi—Témiscamingue, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, the 30th international film festival in Abitibi-Témiscamin-
gue closed yesterday evening. This festival proves that culture is
alive and well in the remote regions. Every year, this festival
showcases outstanding animated, short and feature films and
everything in between .

I would like to point out that two hon. members from this House
contributed to these films. We can hear the hon. member for
Timmins—James Bay singing and providing commentary in the
documentary by Richard Desjardins and Robert Monderie called
Trou Story or The Hole Story which paints a picture of the mining
industry in Canada. The hon. member for Manicouagan plays a role
in the fictional feature film Mesnak, the first such film directed by a
member of the first nations, namely Yves Sioui Durand, who does a
fine job paying tribute to first nations peoples. This year, the Grand
Prix Hydro-Québec went to director Philippe Falardeau for his film
Monsieur Lazhar.

In closing, I would like to congratulate the three co-founders of
the festival, Mr. Matte, Mr. Dallaire and Mr. Parent, on receiving the
Quebec National Assembly medal. Congratulations, gentlemen, on
your accomplishments.

E
[English]

IMMIGRATION

Mr. Paul Calandra (Oak Ridges—Markham, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, yesterday our Conservative government announced that it
is planning to welcome more federal skilled workers in 2012. In fact,
it plans to welcome over 55,000 federal skilled workers in 2012, up
from 47,000 last year.

I am also proud to inform the House that, after the previous
Liberal government left us with a massive backlog of applications
and very long wait times, our government took actions that are
showing great results.
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Despite opposition from both the NDP and the Liberals, our
government has cut the backlog left by the Liberals in half, which is
two years earlier than expected. Now skilled workers are waiting
only months, not years, to have their files processed.

Our Conservative government's number one priority remains the
economy. We recognize the importance of immigration to our
economy and we value the contributions of skilled immigrants who
add to our international competitiveness in the global economy. Our
government remains committed to attracting the best and brightest to
our country.

E
[Translation]

MICHEL BILODEAU

Hon. Mauril Bélanger (Ottawa—Vanier, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
today I wish to pay tribute to the success of a passionate man who
has put his heart and soul into the collective well-being of our
children. His career is winding down, at least for now. Michel
Bilodeau will be retiring this week, after five years at the helm of
CHEO, the Children's Hospital of Eastern Ontario. This marks the
end of a 34-year career in the health care sector. Earlier in his career,
he was the CEO of health services at the Sisters of Charity of
Ottawa. In recognition of his work, he was named personality of the
week by the newspaper Le Droit.

A fellow of the Canadian College of Health Leaders, Michel has
always been very involved in Canada's health care sector, including
sitting on boards for a number of organizations, including the
Ontario Hospital Association and the Ontario Council of Teaching
Hospitals.

I wish you, Michel, and your wife Jocelyne a wonderful
retirement that is just busy enough. Thank you for everything,
Michel. We hope you enjoy both your retirement and a few good
bottles of wine.

o (1115)
[English]

VETERANS

Mr. Randy Hoback (Prince Albert, CPC): Mr. Speaker, in 1939
the world was again at war. Canada again answered the call. From
the Battle of the Atlantic, to the Pacific theatre, to Juno Beach, and of
course the liberation of the Netherlands, we fought above our
weight.

Over a million Canadians and Newfoundlanders left to serve our
country and more than 45,000 did not return, a truly remarkable
sacrifice for a young nation with a population of only 11 million
people.

These courageous men and women brought honour and respect to
our country. It is our duty to preserve the legacy they handed to us
and to ensure that their selfless dedication is never forgotten.

This Veterans' Week we will honour the generations of Canadians
who bravely served this country and those who wear the Canadian
uniform with pride today. Lest we forget.

Oral Questions

HELICOPTER CRASH

Mrs. Carol Hughes (Algoma—Manitoulin—Kapuskasing,
NDP): Mr. Speaker, Wednesday's helicopter crash south of
Kapuskasing, near Clear Lake, which took the lives of three
northern Ontario residents, will echo through the communities along
the Highway 11 corridor and North Bay for a long time.

[Translation]

What should have been just another day at work for the pilot, Greg
Sawyer of North Bay and his two passengers, Tembec employees
Dan Simis of Val Rita and Chad McQuade of Kapuskasing, ended in
the worst way possible: they were killed in the prime of their lives. A
tragedy like this affects the victims' families, friends, colleagues and
employers, and hits these tightly woven communities in northern
Ontario hard.

This reminds us just how precious life is and that nothing should
be taken for granted. I ask the members of this House to join me, my
provincial counterpart Gilles Bison, the mayor of Kapuskasing and
the people of Tembec in offering our deepest sympathies and sincere
condolences to the families, friends and colleagues of these men.

E
[English]

VETERANS

Ms. Lois Brown (Newmarket—Aurora, CPC): Mr. Speaker,
Nellie McClung once said, “People must know the past to
understand the present and to face the future”.

As we approach Veterans' Week, I would like to take a moment to
reflect on the important role of women in Canada's proud military
tradition.

As members of the armed forces, whether serving in air, on land
or on sea or as civilians providing support roles, the contribution of
women to Canada's military history has been as diverse as the
women themselves.

[Translation]
They kept the home fires burning, nursed injured soldiers and
served in conflicts around the world. They have fought and died to

defend and protect Canadian values. No matter what challenges and
dangers they faced, Canadian women answered the call.

[English]

We will remember them.

ORAL QUESTIONS
[English]

EMPLOYMENT

Ms. Chris Charlton (Hamilton Mountain, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
New Democrats have been pointing out daily that the Conservatives
have no jobs plan. With the devastating job loss numbers announced
today, maybe now the government will finally listen. Unemployment
is once again on the rise. Canada lost 72,000 jobs in October alone,
most of them from the high-value-added manufacturing sector.
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When will the Conservatives change their course of action and
make job creation the priority? Where is the plan?

Hon. John Baird (Minister of Foreign Affairs, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, job creation and economic growth have been and will
continue to be our number one priority as a government.

We are pleased with the 600,000 jobs that have been created since
the bottom of the recession in July 2009, but we deeply sympathize
with anyone who lost their job this past month. As we have said all
along, Canada is not immune from the global economic turbulence
in the United States and Europe, but the House can be assured that
this government will maintain its focus on jobs and economic
growth.

Ms. Chris Charlton (Hamilton Mountain, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
just like its jobs plan, that answer does not cut it.

The 72,000 Canadians who lost their jobs last month know that
the government has abandoned them. There are almost 300,000 more
unemployed Canadians today than in July 2008, and that was just
before the recession that the government could not even see coming.

What is the Conservatives' message for those out-of-work
Canadians and their families? Is it, “Just wait for the next corporate
tax cuts and all will be well”? It has not worked and it will not work.
People need to go back to work now.

® (1120)

Hon. John Baird (Minister of Foreign Affairs, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, job creation and economic growth are the centrepiece of the
next phase of Canada's economic action plan.

Right now before the House, we have an important measure to
help protect and create jobs such as the hiring credit for small
business. What we need is for the New Democratic Party to stand up
and support that initiative, to support small business, to support the
economic engine of our economy.

We will remain focused on job creation. When will the NDP stand
up and support that initiative to help our small businesses?

[Translation]

Mr. Guy Caron (Rimouski-Neigette—Témiscouata—Les Bas-
ques, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the Conservative numbers are clearly
bogus. The government can play with statistics as much as it wants
in order to mask its failure, but the reality is that the unemployment
rate rose in October: 72,000 full-time jobs were lost.

Can the Conservatives stop pretending? The government's
economic inaction plan is not creating jobs; it is creating victims.
What will the government do about the 72,000 full-time jobs that
were lost? Will it replace them with 18,000 part-time jobs and
declare a victory?

Hon. John Baird (Minister of Foreign Affairs, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, our priority is job creation and economic growth. We will
continue to work on our economic action plan. We have created
600,000 jobs in the past two years, but we will continue to work
harder to grow the economy and create jobs. That is the real priority
for Canadians and for our government.

CANADA REVENUE AGENCY

Mr. Guy Caron (Rimouski-Neigette—Témiscouata—Les Bas-
ques, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the number of troubling revelations about
the Canada Revenue Agency is growing. We are talking about an
extortion scheme and bribes paid by entrepreneurs in exchange for
substantial tax reductions. The RCMP's investigation into this
corruption, which was focusing on the Montreal office, has now
been expanded to include other Quebec offices.

Can the government confirm the news and tell us what measures it
has taken to tighten controls at the Canada Revenue Agency?

[English]

Mrs. Cathy McLeod (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of National Revenue, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the government
appreciates that these are very serious allegations. An RCMP
investigation into this matter is ongoing, and CRA officials are co-
operating fully. Many of these allegations date back more than a
decade, and some of these cases are currently making their way
through the courts.

The integrity of our tax system is very important to all Canadians
and we will take all steps necessary to ensure it is protected.

Mr. Guy Caron (Rimouski-Neigette—Témiscouata—Les Bas-
ques, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the corruption investigation started in the
Montreal office and now has spread. Other Quebec offices are under
investigation. The growing scope of this investigation is raising
questions about the state of the CRA as a whole. Canadians expect
this agency to operate with impeccable integrity.

Conservatives need to clear the air about these troubling
corruption allegations. Can the government tell us if it has asked
for an investigation all across Canada? What is it doing to restore the
confidence of Canadians?

Mrs. Cathy McLeod (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of National Revenue, CPC): Mr. Speaker, we absolutely agree that
the integrity of our tax system is important to all Canadians. Our
government will take any steps necessary to ensure it is protected.
An RCMP investigation into these matters is ongoing, and CRA
officials are co-operating fully.

E
[Translation]

AUDITOR GENERAL

Hon. Denis Coderre (Bourassa, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it is
becoming increasingly clear that the Conservatives, by toying with
the process and appointing an anglophone auditor general, have
violated one of our country's basic values. When the job posting
states that proficiency in French and English is an essential hiring
condition for the position of Auditor General, it does not meant that
bilingualism is an asset qualification; it is an immutable condition. It
is part of the qualifications. If the candidate is not bilingual, then the
candidate should not be offered the job.

Will the Prime Minister recognize that the government erred in its
flawed process and that the only thing left to do is to start from
square one and appoint a bilingual auditor general?
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Hon. John Baird (Minister of Foreign Affairs, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, we chose the best candidate who applied for the position of
Auditor General. This candidate is highly qualified. He will do a
good job.

[English]

What is increasingly clear is that the Liberal Party wants to use
this issue to divide Canadians. This individual has committed to
learning our second language, and we should be very proud of that
fact.

[Translation]

Hon. Denis Coderre (Bourassa, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, this tainted
process is now affecting the Office of the Auditor General of
Canada. I have just learned that Michel Dorais, who is one of the
independent members of the audit committee and has been a senior
public servant for over 30 years, has just resigned, stating that he
cannot “continue to serve...while accepting that the incoming auditor
general does not meet an essential requirement for the position.”
Michel Dorais has spent his entire career fighting for bilingualism in
the public service.

What are the Conservatives waiting for to show respect for all
Canadians and for Michel Dorais as a bilingual individual?

®(1125)
[English]

Hon. John Baird (Minister of Foreign Affairs, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, this government strongly supports the official languages of

this great country. We are pleased that the best candidate for the job
has agreed to learn French.

What is interesting is the double standard of the Liberal Party.
When the last Liberal prime minister, Paul Martin, appointed a
unilingual anglophone as his finance minister, was that member
standing to complain? No. He was standing right behind that
decision. If it is good enough for a minister of finance to be
unilingually English, why is it not good enough for the best
candidate to be appointed as Auditor General and who has
committed to learning French?

[Translation]

Hon. Denis Coderre (Bourassa, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, we do not
want an auditor general for the government; we want an auditor
general for Parliament and for all Canadians.

[English]

Now we learn that one of the two independent members of the AG
internal audit committee, a distinguished ex-deputy minister of over
30 years, Michel Dorais, submitted his resignation this morning.
Why? It is because for him bilingualism was no longer an issue of
convenience or communication but a question of competency.

I have his letter in my hand. Let us have no more excuses. What
must be done is to make the Prime Minister come to his senses and
launch a new selection process. Canadians want that. What will he
do about it?

Hon. John Baird (Minister of Foreign Affairs, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, we have a new Auditor General, someone who embraces
our official languages, someone who has committed to learning
French, which is tremendously important.

Oral Questions

Eighty per cent of Canadians do not have bilingual qualifications.
There is a role for them. This individual has committed to learning
French, but, again, this is one rule for the public service and another
rule for the Liberal Party. The Liberal Party was quite happy to have
a unilingual anglophone who did not speak French, despite serving
in Parliament for 30 years, and yet it puts another rule on everyone
else. Is there one rule for the Liberal Party and another rule for
Canadians?

* % %

[Translation]

ETHICS

Mr. Mathieu Ravignat (Pontiac, NDP): Mr. Speaker, Michael
Chamas, who is currently facing international drug trafficking
charges, attended a Conservative fundraising event in 2008. The
former foreign affairs minister and current Minister of State for
Small Business and Tourism introduced this person, saying that what
the party needed was support from people like him who believe in
themselves, because in the end, they are the ones who will create
wealth and jobs and really make something of themselves.

Will the Minister of State for Small Business and Tourism admit
that his comments were completely inappropriate coming from a
minister?

Hon. Maxime Bernier (Minister of State (Small Business and
Tourism), CPC): Mr. Speaker, as I have publicly stated many times,
the first and only time I met that individual was at a public event.
That person asked to have a photo taken with me, and I agreed. 1
have not seen that person since.

Mr. Mathieu Ravignat (Pontiac, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
Mr. Chamas donated $5,000 in cash to the Papineau Conservative
Party riding association. He even gave the former foreign affairs
minister a gift-wrapped parcel. The minister's assistant wrote that the
RCMP had called to say that everyone present at that event had been
placed under close surveillance.

Can the Minister of State for Small Business and Tourism tell us
why he was there?

[English]

The Speaker: 1 am not sure questions about donations for
political parties by private individuals count as administration of
government, but I do see the government House leader rising to
answer.

Hon. Peter Van Loan (Leader of the Government in the House
of Commons, CPC): Mr. Speaker, [ will simply say that we respect
all aspects of the Elections Act and all those that relate to political
financing.
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Mr. Malcolm Allen (Welland, NDP): Mr. Speaker, when it
comes to meeting with shady businessmen, Canadians expect more
from cabinet ministers and expect good judgment from all of us in
the House today.

However, the Minister of State for Small Business and Tourism
was at a meeting with an accused gunrunner and where he saw cash-
stuffed envelopes were being passed around.

Will the minister of state stop stonewalling and please tell
Canadians what his role was in this fiasco?

Hon. Peter Van Loan (Leader of the Government in the House
of Commons, CPC): Mr. Speaker, it is quite clear that if anybody
has any information suggesting that any law has been broken, they
should bring that forward; otherwise, they should resist the
temptation to simply make smears, such as the opposition member
wishes to do right now.

Mr. Malcolm Allen (Welland, NDP): Mr. Speaker, we see
corruption at the CRA, a cabinet minister carousing with accused
gun smugglers and stonewalling on their G8 slush fund. It has not
been a good week for Conservatives. In fact, as one newspaper
editorial put it this week, “Is the Prime Minister getting a queasy
feeling? He should be. This isn't pretty”. How true.

On Wednesday, the Muskoka minister failed to answer questions
at committee and flailed around while he was there. However, he did
promise one thing. He promised to send an evaluation of his pork-
barrel projects.

Will the minister table those documents today?
® (1130)

Hon. John Baird (Minister of Foreign Affairs, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, the President of the Treasury Board attended committee, as
I did and as three deputy ministers did, and answered all questions
that members had on this issue.

The Auditor General has confirmed that all money was spent
appropriately. Every dollar has been accounted for, and all the
money that was spent was on public infrastructure.

[Translation)

Mr. Jamie Nicholls (Vaudreuil—Soulanges, NDP): Mr. Speak-
er, on Wednesday, not only was the President of the Treasury Board
asked to hand over the FedNor evaluation done by Tom Dodds, but
he was also asked to give Parliament the project applications that
went directly through his constituency office, to which the President
of the Treasury Board responded, “Sure.”

The person who controls our country's spending must keep his
promises. When will we see these documents?

Hon. John Baird (Minister of Foreign Affairs, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, the President of the Treasury Board spent two hours
answering all the members' questions in committee and also
answered them here in this House. He responded to all the requests
of the Auditor General and to each request for documents that she
made.

The government works very hard to ensure that every dollar goes
towards public projects, projects for municipalities and provincial
infrastructure projects and every dollar went to those needs.

Mr. Jamie Nicholls (Vaudreuil—Soulanges, NDP): Mr. Speak-
er, the President of the Treasury Board's testimony left us with more
questions than answers. As if by magic, of the 242 projects
proposed, only 33 remained. Who in the government assessed the
relevance of these projects? Why did no department document the
process?

Canadians have a right to know, and this government has a duty to
be transparent. When will we finally get the truth?

[English]

Hon. John Baird (Minister of Foreign Affairs, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, before committee, all the questions were given responses.

With respect to the 32 projects that received funding, all of them
were evaluated by public servants of Infrastructure Canada who
deemed that every one of those projects were eligible under the
criteria established before the program. Each one of those 32 projects
had a contribution agreement that was prepared by the public service
and signed off by the relevant authorities.

The reality is that the President of the Treasury Board answered
every question at committee. I regret that the New Democratic Party
is not prepared to accept answers for those questions.

ATOMIC ENERGY OF CANADA LIMITED

Mr. Francois Lapointe (Montmagny—L'Islet—Kamouraska
—Riviére-du-Loup, NDP): Mr. Speaker, yesterday, the government
quietly revealed that it will spend more than $800 million on AECL
this year alone.

Many people may say that massive overspending on the nuclear
crown corporation is par for the course for the government, but what
is different this time is that it has already sold most of the business to
a private company.

Why is the minister hanging taxpayers out to dry while
subsidizing privatized nuclear power?

Mr. David Anderson (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Natural Resources and for the Canadian Wheat Board, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, the reason that we have sold this to a strong private
sector partner is precisely for that reason. We agree that AECL is
costing taxpayers too much money, and that is why we moved ahead.

Actually, if the NDP had its way, there would not be a nuclear job
in this country. It would cost Canadians 30,000 jobs.

We are moving ahead, protecting taxpayers and protecting
industry at the same time.
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[Translation]

Mr. Francois Lapointe (Montmagny—L'Islet—Kamouraska
—Riviére-du-Loup, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the government has
botched the sale of Atomic Energy of Canada Limited. Furthermore,
it was not transparent about the process, and we are now seeing the
results. We have learned that the sale of the CANDU reactor division
has cost $280 million and that the return on investment was only $15
million. That is a net loss of $265 million for Canadians, who had
already paid $21 billion to support Atomic Energy of Canada
Limited ever since it was created.

Starting in 2012, will this government stop running Canada's
energy resources at a loss?

[English]

Mr. David Anderson (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Natural Resources and for the Canadian Wheat Board, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, our government is taking a responsible approach. We

are protecting taxpayers' interests while ensuring the future of the
nuclear industry in Canada.

My colleague mentioned that there are 2,000 jobs in Mississauga
alone that are connected to the nuclear industry. We are proud to
protect those jobs. The NDP keeps talking about jobs for Canadians.
We are protecting those jobs.

In this transition, I need to point out that the costs are actually
lower than they were initially estimated to be. We have saved
hundreds of Canadian jobs through doing that.

As the member mentioned, the costs associated with this
divestiture are well known to the public.

%* % %
®(1135)

CANADIAN WHEAT BOARD

Mr. Pat Martin (Winnipeg Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, late last
night, the heavy hand of the state came smashing down to destroy a
great Canadian institution. It was a sham, it was a travesty and it
would surely offend the sensibilities of anybody who would call
themselves a democrat.

All that is left now is to pay for the minister's ideological zeal to
kneecap the Canadian Wheat Board. With no money for social
programs, no money for affordable housing and no money for the
environment, where will the government find $500 million to live
out the fantasy of that minister's obsession to destroy the Canadian
Wheat Board?

Mr. David Anderson (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Natural Resources and for the Canadian Wheat Board, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, is it just me or is there a bit of irony in the fact that the
member opposite wants to legalize marijuana but criminalize grain?

I also need to point out that we did meet last night, and one of the
amendments that the NDP wanted to bring forward, which the
Liberals supported, would actually have jailed farmers again. We
were not prepared to go there.

Farmers woke up this morning thrilled to finally hear that Bill
C-18 has been returned to the House. We will soon have a debate at
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report stage and third reading. Farmers only have a few more sleeps
until they have freedom.

* % %

AUDITOR GENERAL

Hon. Mauril Bélanger (Ottawa—Vanier, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
my question is quite straightforward. Why did the Conservative
government not follow the example set by its own leader, the current
Prime Minister, in its choice of a nominee for the next auditor
general? Why did it not respect the criteria published in the Canada
Gazette and recommend a nominee proficient in Canada's two
official languages, a requirement it set at the start of the process?

Hon. Tony Clement (President of the Treasury Board and
Minister for the Federal Economic Development Initiative for
Northern Ontario, CPC): Mr. Speaker, as I am sure the hon.
member is well aware, there is no language requirement in the
Auditor General Act, which is the act that governs the Auditor
General.

Regardless of that, we did search out bilingual candidates.
However, at the end of the day, when looking at all of the different
merits of the candidates, we chose the person who was the most
meritorious, which is what one must do in a position like this. We
stand by that appointment.

Mr. Ferguson has already promised to learn French and wants to
learn French. The hon. member should give him the benefit of the
doubt.

[Translation]

Hon. Mauril Bélanger (Ottawa—Vanier, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, a
few days ago I asked the government if it realized that it was opening
Pandora's box by failing to observe its own selection criteria for the
next Auditor General. This morning, we caught a glimpse of the first
repercussions of their stubbornness: the Commissioner of Official
Languages, the President of the Public Service Commission of
Canada, all opposition parties and a Conservative senator are
opposed and now a member of the Auditor General's internal audit
committee has resigned.

Is it not time to stop this stubbornness?

Hon. Tony Clement (President of the Treasury Board and
Minister for the Federal Economic Development Initiative for
Northern Ontario, CPC): Mr. Speaker, | have already said that we
picked the most qualified candidate, a candidate who wants to learn
French and who will do so. He is a candidate who can do the job on
behalf of Canadians. We support this candidate, and the Liberals
should support him as well.

[English]
THE ECONOMY

Hon. Scott Brison (Kings—Hants, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, over
71,000 Canadians lost their full-time jobs just last month. We now
have 600,000 fewer full-time jobs than in August of 2008.

Doug Porter of BMO said that “losses of this magnitude are
extremely rare, aside from recessionary periods”.
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Scotiabank said, “The magnitude and breadth of the decline is
disconcerting here”.

This is a jobless recovery and a human recession. When will the
Conservatives invest in a real plan to create jobs and help Canadians
get back to work?

Mrs. Shelly Glover (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Finance, CPC): Mr. Speaker, again, we sympathize with all
Canadians who lost their jobs. However, I have to note that Canada
is in a very good position when we compare it to other countries
across the world. In fact, we have been saying for over a year that we
are not immune to outside pressures like what is going on in Europe
at this point.

The IMF and the OECD said that we would be the fastest-growing
G7 economy in the next couple of years. A Reuters poll of 350
economists also said very recently, “Canada should see some of the
strongest rates of growth compared with its G7 peers this year and
next”.

* % %

® (1140)

[Translation]

AUDITOR GENERAL

Ms. Alexandrine Latendresse (Louis-Saint-Laurent, NDP):
Mr. Speaker, the government has once again shown its contempt for
Canadian francophones by choosing an auditor general who does not
meet the job criteria in the government's own posting.

When the hon. member for Acadie—Bathurst asked the
Conservatives about the contract awarded to the headhunting firm,
they simply did not answer the question, as usual.

This morning we learned that the taxpayers spent $150,000 on
finding someone who does not have all the necessary qualifications.
How do the Conservatives justify this waste?

Hon. Tony Clement (President of the Treasury Board and
Minister for the Federal Economic Development Initiative for
Northern Ontario, CPC): Mr. Speaker, as I have already said, we
looked for the most qualified candidate who has the right skills for
this position. The candidate went through a very rigorous process
and said in this House and in the Senate that it is important to learn
French, that he wants to learn French and that he is going to learn
French.

Ms. Alexandrine Latendresse (Louis-Saint-Laurent, NDP):
Mr. Speaker, even the good friend of the Prime Minister's former
director of communications—yes, he who was able to speak both
official languages—Conservative Senator Housakos, is against the
appointment of this Auditor General. There is no end to the problems
with this appointment process: the headhunters did not post the job
posting in French; $150,000 was wasted; and the Commissioner of
Official Languages is going to investigate the matter. Confusion
reigns in the Conservative ranks because the process was flawed.

The Auditor General has promised to learn French within a year.
What are francophones supposed to do in the meantime?

Hon. Tony Clement (President of the Treasury Board and
Minister for the Federal Economic Development Initiative for
Northern Ontario, CPC): Mr. Speaker, as we have said, he has

already started to learn French. He has the support of Sheila Fraser,
the former Auditor General.

[English]

The interim Liberal leader in the province of New Brunswick
supports this appointment as well, as someone who is in the
opposition but still supports the appointment. He knows Mr.
Ferguson very well. He has worked with him. Mr. Ferguson has
the qualifications to be an excellent candidate for Auditor General. I
encourage the hon. member to think the same way as reasonable
people do.

[Translation]

FIREARMS REGISTRY

Mrs. Djaouida Sellah (Saint-Bruno—Saint-Hubert, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, Quebec's National Assembly unanimously agreed that the
government should keep the gun registry data. The government is
accountable to the chiefs of police who use it thousands of times a
day, to victims of crime and to Quebec taxpayers, who have already
paid for this registry.

Why is this government refusing to side with victims and give this
data to the provinces?

[English]

Ms. Candice Hoeppner (Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Public Safety, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the data contained
in the long gun registry are incomplete. The data are flawed and are
increasingly more flawed and incomplete. We have committed to
Canadians that we will end the long gun registry, and that means
destroying the data.

I am disappointed in the NDP for penalizing its MPs from the
Thunder Bay area for supporting their constituents and voting to end
the long gun registry. I hope that will change as the bill goes forward.

[Translation]

Mr. Pierre Jacob (Brome—Missisquoi, NDP): Mr. Speaker, that
is not an acceptable answer for the victims of the shooting at the
Ecole Polytechnique or for victims of other shootings. The gun
registry is essential to public safety. The provinces and chiefs of
police have said it over and over. They use the registry every day, yet
this government is willing to get rid of the data in the registry for no
good reason.

Will the government reverse its reckless decision so that we can
avoid another shooting like the one at the Ecole Polytechnique?

[English]

Ms. Candice Hoeppner (Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Public Safety, CPC): Mr. Speaker, on this side of the
House we are very proud to have 11 active police officers and former
police officers in our party. We listen to police officers. That is why
we have given provisions, for example in Bill C-10, that would
actually help fight violent crime and gun crime. We want to focus on
ensuring guns do not get into the wrong hands and that those kinds
of tragedies that happened in Montreal will not happen again. The
long gun registry does nothing to keep guns out of people's hands.
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THE ECONOMY

Mr. Rick Norlock (Northumberland—Quinte West, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, today we are reminded of how fragile the global economic
recovery is and how that will impact Canada. Even though it is from
outside our borders, we recognize the ongoing economic weakness
in the United States and the very real economic consequences caused
by European governments that ran massive deficits that will all be a
challenge for Canada.

While the NDP, disappointingly, wants to engage in reckless, free-
wheeling deficit spending, the type hurting Europe now, this
government has a responsible plan. Could the parliamentary
secretary talk about our responsible plan for the economy and jobs?

Mrs. Shelly Glover (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Finance, CPC): Mr. Speaker, while Canada's economy has
created nearly 600,000 net new jobs since July 2009, we do
sympathize with Canadians who have recently lost their jobs.

As we have said all along, we are not immune to the global
economic turbulence being felt by our largest trading partners,
Europe and the United States. As witnessed by events this week in
Greece, the global economic recovery remains very fragile.

That is why we are working to implement the next phase of
Canada's economic action plan with measures to help protect and
create jobs, such as the hiring credit for small businesses. While the
NDP is voting against all of those measures and the economy, our
Conservative government will continue to do what is necessary and
responsible to protect Canadians—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Abitibi—Témiscamingue.

E
[Translation]

NATIONAL DEFENCE

Ms. Christine Moore (Abitibi—Témiscamingue, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, the list of problems with the catastrophic F-35 program just
keeps on growing. The safety of our pilots is compromised, costs are
skyrocketing, the planes do not meet our needs and they cost so
much that we cannot buy as many as we need.

My question is simple. How can a plane that is slower than the
one it is replacing, that could injure or even kill our pilots, and that
we cannot communicate with in the Canadian north actually be the
best for our troops?

[English]

Hon. Julian Fantino (Associate Minister of National Defence,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, the extensive and rigorous competition has
taken place. Two airplanes squared off, and the F-35 won the
competition. That is the best aircraft for our men and women well

into the future and to ensure that our sovereignty is maintained in the
future, as well.

Mr. David Christopherson (Hamilton Centre, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, the procurement tailspin continues.

Now we learn our pilots will not even be able to learn how to fly
the F-35s in Canada. According to DND documents, pilot training
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will have to be moved from Cold Lake, Alberta to a facility in
Florida run by Lockheed Martin.

The government is throwing billions at a plane that cannot fly here
for pilots who cannot train here. Why is the government buying
planes that take training jobs out of Canadian cities? Why is it
abandoning Cold Lake?

Hon. Julian Fantino (Associate Minister of National Defence,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, the member should know that in order to get
traction, he should have his facts straight.

Long-term training on the F-35s will take place in Canada, just as
currently is done with the CF-18s. It is reasonable that Canadians
will do initial training with those from whom we purchase the
aircraft, which has always been the case.

We will ensure that our men and women in uniform have the best
equipment and the best training to do their job safely and effectively.

* % %

SHIP RECYCLING

Ms. Megan Leslie (Halifax, NDP): Mr. Speaker, Marine Atlantic
sold two ferries on the condition that they would be broken down
ethically. Instead, these boats wound up in Alang, India, which is
one of the most dangerous shipyards in the world. It is known for its
environmental and human rights violations. Last year around 27
workers were killed in the shipyard alone.

We are shipping dangerous asbestos overseas, and we are
disposing of our waste with no regard for human safety. My
question is, how could the government let this happen?

Mr. Pierre Poilievre (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Transport, Infrastructure and Communities and for the
Federal Economic Development Agency for Southern Ontario,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, our government is committed to supporting
Marine Atlantic.

We are investing $500 million to help Marine Atlantic renew its
fleet and shore facilities. As a crown corporation, Marine Atlantic is
arm's-length from the Government of Canada and is responsible for
the management of its own operations.

The disposal of the MV Joseph and Clara Smallwood and MV
Caribou was an operational decision made by Marine Atlantic.

Ms. Megan Leslie (Halifax, NDP): Mr. Speaker, why are we
sending our ships to be destroyed in such a hazardous environment
when we have some of the world's finest shipyards here in Canada?

The government is literally shipping our jobs overseas, and has no
regard for human safety and the environment. We know that the
Alang shipyard employs children. We know it breaks up the ships on
the beach. These ships are probably filled with asbestos.
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This is not the kind of Canada we want. Why is the government
letting good jobs leave Canada to be completed in one of the world's
deadliest shipyards?

® (1150)

Mr. Pierre Poilievre (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Transport, Infrastructure and Communities and for the
Federal Economic Development Agency for Southern Ontario,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, I do not know why the hon. member wants the
Government of Canada, politicians, to interfere in the daily
operational decisions of Marine Atlantic, which is an arm's-length
crown corporation. I do not know if she wants to politicize what
should be an arm's-length group.

The disposal of the MV Joseph and Clara Smallwood and the
MV Caribou was an operational decision made by Marine Atlantic.

Our government is committed to supporting Marine Atlantic. We
are committed to renewing its fleet and its shore facilities. We ask
that the NDP finally come around to supporting us in our work on
that.

* % %

CANADIAN WHEAT BOARD

Hon. Wayne Easter (Malpeque, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, my question
is for the Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food.

We know that for years the Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Natural Resources has run a campaign of hate against the
Canadian Wheat Board, the very board he took a solemn oath to
uphold. That is one thing, but why does the minister himself betray
the facts, even misinform committee? He stated before committee,
“They've”, meaning the board, “always said 'now is not a good time.
The directors don't really want to hear from you'.”

I have had three invitations from the board over three years. Why
does the minister not tell the facts?

Mr. David Anderson (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Natural Resources and for the Canadian Wheat Board, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, [ was very disappointed earlier this month. The minister
was going to Russia. He had been asked to attend a board meeting. I
think the board knew he was going to be away when it sent the
invitation. He responded by saying that his parliamentary secretary
would be very glad to attend the board meeting. I was very
disappointed because the board said it did not want to meet with me.

We have finally come forward with Bill C-18. This legislation
would deliver on our government's long-standing commitment to
give western Canadian farmers the marketing freedom they so richly
deserve.

* % %

PUBLIC SAFETY

Mr. Scott Simms (Bonavista—Gander—Grand Falls—Wind-
sor, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, regarding the long delays for security checks
processed through what we call the vulnerable sector check, I
appreciate the extra screening to protect the most vulnerable, but the
system is now way overburdened.

The manager of this RCMP service said that in the last year alone,
the requests went from 2,500 to 40,000. A constituent of mine

applied last February 24 and only received her clearance last week.
Members will get the idea just how serious this issue is.

There are many people who are unable to get jobs. Many people
are unable to volunteer. Will the government now commit to hire
more staff at this RCMP essential service?

Ms. Candice Hoeppner (Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Public Safety, CPC): Mr. Speaker, we do appreciate
and value the work that volunteers do as well as the necessity for
people who are getting employment to have their security checks
done quickly. We have introduced measures that will assist the
RCMP in doing that. We encourage the RCMP to continue to work
together with its provincial and municipal counterparts effectively
and quickly to get the security checks done for individuals.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

Mr. Glenn Thibeault (Sudbury, NDP): Mr. Speaker, last week
TD Bank became the second major Canadian bank to quit using the
independent banking ombudsman, and we have heard nothing from
the government. The ombudsman is there to stand up for the
everyday consumer against the big banks. It protects families when
banks make errors in dealing with their accounts.

If the government is not standing up for everyday consumers, then
who is?

Mrs. Shelly Glover (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Finance, CPC): Mr. Speaker, currently all banks are required to
have consumer complaints procedures in place and have a third-
party dispute-handling body. However, there is a variation in
procedures used, and this is a concern for us and consumers.

To better protect consumers, we are forcing banks to belong to
government-approved independent third-party bodies. We are
establishing uniform regulatory standards for internal complaints
procedures. We are giving the Financial Consumer Agency of
Canada the authority to monitor and enforce compliance. We have
passed legislation for this and are now finalizing regulations.

Unfortunately, the NDP voted against all of it.

Mr. Glenn Thibeault (Sudbury, NDP): Mr. Speaker, there is a
lot of talk there, but not much of an answer, especially for families
who are tired of being treated unfairly by the big banks.

By doing nothing, the government is giving the banks a get-out-
of-jail-free card on consumer protection. Overseas, our finance
minister sings the virtues of Canada's strong banking regulations,
while he lets them slide here at home.

Why will the government not stand up for Canadian families
instead of giving the big banks a free pass?
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Mrs. Shelly Glover (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Finance, CPC): Mr. Speaker, as I just said, it is important that the
NDP actually support measures that help to protect Canadian
families in this area.

While I am on my feet, let me remind Canadians about how the
NDP feels about jobs and the economy. It is pushing a $10 billion
tax hike on employers that would kill Canadian jobs, a massive CPP
payroll tax hike that would kill jobs, an anti-trade agenda that would
limit Canada's exports and kill jobs. Why is the NDP voting against
a job-creating measure like the hiring credit for small businesses?

The NDP needs to explain its anti-job, anti-trade, anti-Canada
agenda.

* % %

VETERANS

Mr. Ted Opitz (Etobicoke Centre, CPC): Mr. Speaker, as
Veterans' Week approaches, Canadians from across the country wear
poppies as a symbol of remembrance. Poppies are our commitment
to never forget the sacrifices made by our men and women in
uniform. Yesterday, Canadians were shocked, dismayed, and I am
sure angered by the news of the theft of a poppy donation box.

Could the Minister of Veterans Affairs please comment on these
disturbing reports?

Hon. Steven Blaney (Minister of Veterans Affairs, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, I thank the member for Etobicoke Centre for this question
and also for his work for veterans and their families.

I want to commend the Royal Canadian Legion for its efforts in
raising money through the poppy fund. This money, raised during
the campaign, helps to provide additional care for our veterans and
their families. The recent theft of the poppy box is appalling to all
Canadians. 1 want those responsible to know that not only should
they be ashamed of their actions, but they should discover the
actions of Canada's true heroes.

It is our duty as Canadians to show respect and honour the
sacrifices of those who served and those who continue to serve our
country. We lost two only last week. As Veterans' Week begins, let
us say that we will—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Etobicoke North.

* % %

THE ENVIRONMENT

Ms. Kirsty Duncan (Etobicoke North, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, while
the Minister of the Environment might feel he does not owe
Canadians an apology for dismantling environmental monitoring
programs, he certainly owes them an explanation. The minister
continues to repeat his talking points about the ozone data centre's
world-class services, but fails to answer the questions he is asked.

Will he finally come clean and tell us what is being cut from the
ozone program, and why?

Hon. Peter Kent (Minister of the Environment, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, once again, I thank my colleague for her question, but it is
the same answer. Environment Canada will continue to monitor

Oral Questions

ozone. The World Ozone and Ultraviolet Radiation Data Centre will
continue to provide world-class ozone services.

Again, 1 make no apologies for finding the most cost-effective
ways for the government to protect Canada's environment.

Mrs. Carol Hughes (Algoma—Manitoulin—Kapuskasing,
NDP): Mr. Speaker, since March 31, Environment Canada has
turned off the tap on funding to the Lake Superior binational
program. Not only is this program designed to restore degraded areas
and protect this unique headwater from pollution and urbanization,
but it is also part of long-standing commitments between Canada and
the U.S. to protect and restore our Great Lakes.

Why is the government threatening Canada-U.S. relations by
pulling the plug on this critical environmental initiative? When will
it turn the tap back on?

Hon. Peter Kent (Minister of the Environment, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, every assumption in that question is absolutely false. We
are in the midst of negotiating a renewed Great Lakes water quality
agreement. I would advise the member that if she wishes to know
more about our plans, to contact me at the department.

* % %

CANADIAN FORCES

Mr. Dave Van Kesteren (Chatham-Kent—Essex, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, earlier this year Canada responded rapidly and strongly
after the UN Security Council passed a resolution to protect civilians
who were being attacked by the Gadhafi regime in Libya. In less
than 24 hours CF-18s were airborne from 3 Wing Bagotville en route
to their operating base in Trapani, Italy, along with strategic air-to-air
refueling support from 8 Wing Trenton's Polaris aircraft. Canada also
sent a frigate to patrol the central Mediterranean.

Could the associate minister of national defence please inform the
House when our heroes are coming home?

Hon. Julian Fantino (Associate Minister of National Defence,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, I thank the hon. member for this very important
question and his steadfast support for our brave men and women.

Our military heroes are returning home this week after a
successful mission. Our personnel helped to enforce a no-fly zone
and an arms embargo. Because of their hard work, the world is a
better and safer place.

Today, I will be in Bagotville with the Chief of the Defence Staff
to welcome home our CF-18 pilots. Military heroes are also
returning to CFB Trenton later tonight and CFB Greenwood
tomorrow.

Bravo Zulu to all our brave men and women for a job well done.
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[Translation]

INFRASTRUCTURE

Mr. Philip Toone (Gaspésie—iles-de-la-Madeleine, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, this government is once again demonstrating that it does
not have any sort of plan to create jobs, particularly in the regions.
Transport Canada refuses to repair the Chandler and Carleton
wharves in my riding, despite the fact that their repair would attract
200 jobs. The department does not even want to pay for a study to
assess the actual state of the wharves.

Why is this government prepared to sacrifice 200 jobs and the
economy of the Gaspé?

Mr. Pierre Poilievre (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Transport, Infrastructure and Communities and for the
Federal Economic Development Agency for Southern Ontario,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, I find it interesting that the hon. member would
ask such a question. Our government has invested in all sorts of
infrastructure and created jobs across the country. It is part of our
economic action plan. The NDP opposed all these measures. Now
we have entered the second phase of our economic action plan, and
the NDP is, once again, opposing these efforts. It is shameful.

* % %

QUEBEC NATION

Mr. André Bellavance (Richmond—Arthabaska, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, 30 years—to the day—after the “night of long knives”,
contempt for Quebec is as strong as ever in Ottawa. Appointing a
unilingual Supreme Court justice and a unilingual Auditor General,
destroying the data from the firearms registry, imposing a regressive,
extremely costly justice model, and to top it all off, reducing
Quebec's political weight all prove that recognizing the Quebec
nation was nothing but smoke and mirrors.

Will the government admit that it is building Canada at the
expense of Quebeckers and that Quebec sovereignty alone can put an
end to this contempt?

Hon. Maxime Bernier (Minister of State (Small Business and
Tourism), CPC): Mr. Speaker, absolutely not. I am a Quebecker and
a Canadian, and proud to be both. Quebec can flourish within this
country. That being said, I would remind my Bloc Québécois
colleagues that Quebec represents 23% of the Canadian population
and has 23% of the seats in the House of Commons. That is what it
means to show fairness and respect to Quebeckers.

* % %
[English]
POINTS OF ORDER
ORAL QUESTIONS

Hon. Tony Clement (President of the Treasury Board and
Minister for the Federal Economic Development Initiative for
Northern Ontario, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of order.
During question period today there was some mention from the
Liberal Party of a gentleman by the name of Michel Dorais. Further
to this topic of discussion, I would like to inform the House that
Michel Dorais donated in 2009 to former Liberal leader Michael
[gnatieft.

I certainly make no allegations of the partisan leanings of the
individual; I simply find that the House should be informed of these
facts. I table these documents.

The Speaker: Are the documents in question in both official
languages?

[Translation]

Hon. Tony Clement: Mr. Speaker, yes, they are in both official
languages.

[English]

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux: Mr. Speaker, I rise on the same point of
order. I find it highly irregular. I appreciate that the government
spares no cost in terms of tax dollars in researching the background
of individuals. It was a legitimate question in regard to the actions of
the government. The amount of disrespect that the minister put has
cast a shadow—

The Speaker: Order. Tabling of documents. The hon. Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of Aboriginal Affairs.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

[Translation]

EEYOU MARINE REGION LAND CLAIMS AGREEMENT

Mr. Greg Rickford (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development, for the
Canadian Northern Economic Development Agency and for
the Federal Economic Development Initiative for Northern
Ontario, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I have the honour to table, in both
official languages, the Eeyou Marine Region Land Claims Agree-
ment.

E
[English]

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO PETITIONS

Mr. Tom Lukiwski (Parliamentary Secretary to the Leader of
the Government in the House of Commons, CPC): Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to Standing Order 36(8) I have the honour to table, in both
official languages, the government's response to four petitions.

* % %

©(1205)
[Translation]

EEYOU MARINE REGION LAND CLAIMS AGREEMENT
ACT

Hon. Peter Van Loan (Leader of the Government in the House
of Commons, CPC): Mr. Speaker, there have been consultations
and I would ask for unanimous consent for the following motion:

That the bill on notice entitled “An Act to give effect to the Agreement between
the Crees of Eeyou Istchee and Her Majesty the Queen in right of Canada concerning
the Eeyou Marine Region” be permitted to be introduced today.



November 4, 2011 COMMONS DEBATES 2981
Routine Proceedings
[Translation]
EEYOU MARINE REGION LAND CLAIMS AGREEMENT

The Speaker: Does the hon. Leader of the Government in the
House of Commons have the unanimous consent of the House to
move the motion?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

The Speaker: The House has heard the terms of the motion. Is it
the pleasure of the House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members: Agreed
(Motion agreed to.)

E
[English]

EEYOU MARINE REGION LAND CLAIMS AGREEMENT
ACT

Hon. Leona Aglukkaq (for the Minister of Aboriginal Affairs
and Northern Development) moved for leave to introduce Bill
C-22, An Act to give effect to the Agreement between the Crees of
Eeyou Istchee and Her Majesty the Queen in right of Canada
concerning the Eeyou Marine Region.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* % %

COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE
FINANCE

Mrs. Shelly Glover (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Finance, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I have the honour to present, in
both official languages, the second report of the Standing Committee
on Finance in relation to Bill C-13, an act to implement certain
provisions of the 2011 budget as updated on June 6, 2011 and other
measures.

The committee has studied the bill and has decided to report the
bill back to the House without amendments.

BILL C-18

Mr. Blaine Calkins (Wetaskiwin, CPC): Mr. Speaker, | have the
honour to present, in both official languages, the first report of the
legislative committee on Bill C-18, an act to reorganize the Canadian
Wheat Board and to make consequential and related amendments to
certain Acts.

Hon. Wayne Easter: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of order. 1
want to be clear that the bill that the committee is reporting on is the
bill where the Conservative government violated farmers' rights by
not allowing a vote under the current legislation before the House. Is
this also the committee that failed to hold hearings in western
Canada and give farmers a say?

The Speaker: Order, please. I can confirm to the House that this
is Bill C-18 and it is from the legislative committee that was struck
for Bill C-18.

ACT

Hon. Peter Van Loan (Leader of the Government in the House
of Commons, CPC): Mr. Speaker, with regard to the bill introduced
earlier today, I wish to seek unanimous consent for the following
motion:

That, notwithstanding any standing order or usual practices of this House,
Bill C-22, An Act to give effect to the Agreement between the Crees of Eeyou
Istchee and Her Majesty the Queen in right of Canada concerning the Eeyou Marine
Region shall be deemed to have been read a second time and referred to a Committee
of the Whole, deemed considered in Committee of the Whole, deemed reported
without amendment, deemed concurred in at the report stage and deemed read a third
time and passed.

The Speaker: Does the Leader of the Government in the House of
Commons have the unanimous consent of the House to propose the
motion?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

The Speaker: The House has heard the terms of the motion. Is it
the pleasure of the House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

(Motion agreed to, bill read the second time, considered in
committee of the whole, reported without amendment, concurred in,
read the third time and passed)

% % %
[English]
PETITIONS
MINING INDUSTRY

Mr. Pat Martin (Winnipeg Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, I have
today a petition to present from literally thousands of Canadians
across Canada.

The petitioners point out that they are appalled by reports that
Canadian mining and oil and gas companies are involved in human
rights and environmental violations around the world. In particular,
they are embarrassed at the Canadian government's lack of action
against such violations in eastern Congo, leading to the use of the
term “the iron fist of Canada” to describe the Canadian government's
support of activities harmful to Congolese communities.

Therefore, the petitioners request that the House the Commons
legislate the standards for Canadian mining companies operating
outside of Canada to be the same as the standards they must reach
operating inside of Canada. This would include, but not be limited
to, making participation in corporate social responsibility review
process, allowing the corporate social responsibility review to
produce legally binding judgments to include the violation of human
rights and other harm to communities as part of any legally binding
accountability mechanism and to revitalize the spirit and the
principle of Bill C-300 of the last Parliament to hold Canadian
extractive companies to the standards of decency Canadians expect
of their government—
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The Speaker: Order, please. I remind the hon. member and all
hon. members that the practice for petitions is to not read the
petitions and to simply give a succinct summary thereof.

The hon. member for Etobicoke North on a petition.
MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS

Ms. Kirsty Duncan (Etobicoke North, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, [ am
pleased to present a petition regarding chronic cerebrospinal venous
insufficiency, or CCSVI. Over 15,000 procedures have now been
performed in over 60 countries. In May 2010, my colleague from St.
Paul's and I brought the fight for clinical trials and the registry for
CCSVI to Parliament. Almost a year later, in March 2011, the
government announced a registry, although it would not start until
July 2012. In June 2011, at last the government announced clinical
trials.

I want to be very clear. All we have right now is announcements.
What we need is action. Canadians with MS cannot afford to wait.

The petitioners call for the Minister of Health to consult experts
actively engaged in diagnosis and treatment of CCSVI to undertake
phase 3 clinical trials on an urgent basis with a large patient
participation in multiple centres across Canada and to require follow-
up care.

[Translation]
TRAINING AT FLIGHT SCHOOLS

Mrs. Djaouida Sellah (Saint-Bruno—Saint-Hubert, NDP):
Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to present a petition signed by 2,000 of
my constituents. These signatures were collected by Longueuil's
Comité anti-pollution des avions. The petition is calling for a ban on
training flights over residential areas. The petition is just one
indication of the importance of this issue, which affects Saint-Bruno
as much as it does Saint-Hubert.

I intend to demonstrate goodwill and work with all those affected
to find a solution for the well-being of my constituents.

[English]
INTERNATIONAL AID

Mr. Scott Simms (Bonavista—Gander—Grand Falls—Wind-
sor, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I have the honour of presenting this petition.
It is the first one of its kind that I have presented. It is a petition to
the Government of Canada highlighting Canada becoming a global
leader in aid effectiveness.

In 2009, $4.73 billion went into aid, but some of my constituents
want the Government of Canada to be more proactive on
transparency, creativity and accountability, doing things such as
calling on the G8 to standardize tracking and reporting major
international commitments. They also call for an innovation fund
worth $200 million per year and new and riskier approaches to
development so that there would be proactive element to this, as well
as being very transparent. Certainly CIDA projects have been
completely transparent in the last few years.

I want to congratulate the petitioners in the towns of Grand Falls
—Windsor, Twillingate and Summerford for sending me this
petition.

QUESTIONS ON THE ORDER PAPER

Mr. Tom Lukiwski (Parliamentary Secretary to the Leader of
the Government in the House of Commons, CPC): Mr. Speaker,
the following question will be answered today: No. 143.

[Text]
Question No. 143—Mr. Scott Simms:

With regard to the Service Canada Employment Insurance (EI) modernization
plan: (@) what are the itemized costs incurred for operating the EI Processing Unit in
Gander, Newfoundland and Labrador (NL); (b) what are the itemized costs incurred
for operating the EI Processing Unit in St. John’s, NL; (c) what are the itemized costs
for transferring the EI Processing Unit from Gander to St. John’s including, but not
limited to, severance pay, relocation allowances, building costs for the new facility
(Pippy Place); (d) what are the itemized costs for transferring the EI Processing Unit
from Grand Falls-Windsor to St. John’s; (e) how many employees are working in
each EI Processing Unit in NL, including the units in (i) Gander, (ii) Grand Falls-
Windsor, (iii) St. John’s; (f) what are the itemized cost savings realized by
consolidating all NL EI Processing sites in St. John’s; (g) what criteria were used in
deciding that St. John’s is the most appropriate and cost-effective location for an EI
Processing Centre in NL, as opposed to Gander; and (/) what is the estimated time
frame for the closing of the EI Processing Units in Gander and Grand Falls-Windsor?

Hon. Diane Finley (Minister of Human Resources and Skills
Development, CPC):  Mr. Speaker, with regard to (a), the costs
are as follows: salary, $1,607,417; non-salary, $207,352.

With regard to (b), the estimated expenditures for the EI
processing unit in St. John’s are as follows: salary, $3,046,616;
non-salary, $636,604.

With regard to (c), itemized costs related to the consolidation of EI
processing sites are not yet available. Service Canada is working
with regions to determine relocation, accommodation and other
associated costs. The overall transition, including the allocation of
resources, will be business-driven, aligned with Service Canada’s
automation agenda.

With regard to (d), please refer to the response provided above for
(©).

With regard to (e), as of September 20, 2011, Gander had 32
employees; Grand Falls-Windsor is not a designated EI processing
site; St. John’s had 58 employees; Corner Brook had 12 employees;
and Happy Valley-Goose Bay had 9 employees.

With regard to (f), Service Canada has made considerable progress
in modernizing how EI is processed, resulting in significant savings.

Processing costs have been reduced as a result of our automation
agenda by almost 30% since 2003. Current EI modernization plans
will yield over 15% in further cost savings over the next three years.
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Specific itemized cost savings realized by consolidating all NL EI
processing sites to St. John’s are not yet available. These savings will
be confirmed as site-specific decisions related to workforce,
accommodation and timing have been determined.

With regard to (g), each of the 22 sites was chosen following a
careful review in which both national and regional perspectives were
taken into consideration. This is a national program, and many
factors were considered, such as, among others, existing labour
force, skill availability, bilingual capability, and real estate.

With regard to (h), no dates have been set to formally close the
existing EI processing centres. The transition from 120 to 22 sites
will happen gradually over the next three years.

The overall transition will be business-driven, aligned with
Service Canada’s automation agenda.

A workforce management strategy is in effect to assist with
planned personnel changes, which will include anticipated attrition,
retirement, reassignments and training.

Opportunities for transitioning into other business lines will also
be available for some EI employees currently working in sites with
other lines of business.

This will mean that positions in the consolidated centres will be
filled as vacancies are created in the sites that will not be EI
processing centres.

[English]

QUESTIONS PASSED AS ORDERS FOR RETURNS

Mr. Tom Lukiwski (Parliamentary Secretary to the Leader of
the Government in the House of Commons, CPC): Mr. Speaker, if
Questions Nos. 140, 141 and 144 could be made orders for returns,
these returns would be tabled immediately.

The Speaker: Is that agreed?

Some hon. members: Agreed.
[Text]
Question No. 140—Ms. Kirsty Duncan:

With respect to development of the oil sands, its impacts on the environment and
surrounding communities, and the economic effects of these impacts: () what, if
any, steps has the government taken to establish air emission limits or air quality
standards to achieve the World Health Organization’s Air Quality Guidelines to
protect air quality and human health; (b) what, if any, steps has the government’s
sector-by-sector approach taken to regulate carbon emissions in the oil sands to
ensure the oil sands industry makes appropriate reductions in its greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions to contribute to Canada’s GHG emission reduction goal of 17%
below the 2005 level; (¢) what, if any, studies has the government undertaken to
examine the effect of the oil sands expansion on (i) GHG emissions, (ii) Canada’s
ability to meet its GHG emission reduction goals, (iii) Canada’s contribution to the
goal of staying below a 2°C increase in global average surface temperature, relative
to the pre-industrial level, as articulated at the G8 meeting in L’Aquila, Italy and at
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change negotiations through
the Copenhagen Accord in December 2009 and the Cancun Agreements in December
2010, (iv) the full suite of sustainability criteria, including environmental, economic
and social sustainability, and (v) what were the results of any studies identified in (c)
(1), (c)(ii), (c)(iii), and (c)(iv); (d) what, if any, studies has the government undertaken
to examine (i) the scope of oil sands expansion if the oil sands sector is not required
to deliver its proportional share of GHG reductions, (ii) the impacts such a decision
would have on other sectors” allowable GHG emissions, (iii) whether other sectors of
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the Canadian economy would have to do more than their proportional share to reduce
emissions, (iv) what were the results of any studies identified in (d)(i), (d)(ii), and (d)
(iii); (e) what, if any, studies has the government undertaken to assess safety, risks
and effectiveness of carbon capture and storage (CCS) and what were the results of
any identified study; (f) what, if any, studies, has the government undertaken to
assess safety, risks and effectiveness of enhanced oil recovery and what were the
results of any identified study; (g) what, if any, studies has the government
undertaken to examine the possible impact of CCS technology on GHG emissions in
the oil sands, (i) what are the government’s projections for the level of reductions that
is feasible with CCS, (ii) what are the government’s projections for how CCS
technology would impact oil sands emissions by 2020 and by 2050, (iii) does the
government project that an oil sands industry equipped with CCS technology would
be able to meet the specific reductions targets established by the government for 2020
and 2050; (4) how does the government plan to address emissions that cannot be
reduced by CCS, such as (i) emissions from smaller in situ projects, (ii) mine fleet
emissions, (iii) tailings fugitives; (i) what, if any, steps has the government taken to
set an economy-wide price on carbon, rather than a sector-by-sector regulatory
approach, as a means to reducing GHG emissions from the oil sands; (j) what, if any,
steps has the government taken to adopt regulations to require all new oil sands
facilities that began operations in 2010 or later to implement full-scale CCS by 2015,
and will projects for which CCS is not an option still be approved by the government,
whenever such approval is required for the project to proceed; (k) what, if any, steps
has the government taken to quantify and eliminate air and water pollution discharge
from tailings ponds by 2020 through Section 36(3) of the Fisheries Act (i) by
identifying substances associated with tailings ponds as toxic under the Canadian
Environmental Protection Act (CEPA), and (ii) what would be the projected impacts
on the environment, human health, industry, and migratory birds of such legislative
measures; (/) what, if any steps has the government taken to implement its phase 11
monitoring plan (i) when will data collection of begin, (ii) when will data be
available for inclusion in decision-making processes, (iii) will monitoring programs
be reformed in advance of any new oil sands expansion; (m) what steps is the
government taking to ensure sufficient capacity exists to (i) implement the Northwest
Territories Water Strategy, (ii) help reform water monitoring in the Mackenzie River
Basin; (n) what, if any, steps has the government taken to develop a federal
emergency response plan to strengthen the Mackenzie River Basin Transboundary
Waters Master Agreement in case of a failure of a tailings lake dyke; (o) are
Mackenzie River Basin residents in particular and Canadians in general financially
protected from a major industrial accident such as the failure of a tailings dyke and,
(i) if so, why are both groups protected, (ii) if not, why, and does the government
plan to implement measures to ensure these groups are protected; (p) what, if any,
studies has the government undertaken to identify critical habitats for woodland
caribou in north-eastern Alberta, and what were the conclusions of each study,
including the results of consultations with First Nations on conservation of woodland
caribou; (¢) what, if any, studies has the government undertaken to determine the
level of oil sands development that is consistent with caribou conservation in Alberta;
and (r) does the government plan (i) to conduct a comprehensive health study of the
impacts of oil sands development on surrounding communities, (ii) to identify and
implement measures to reduce any health impacts discovered in such a study?

(Return tabled)
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Question No. 141—Ms. Kirsty Duncan:

With respect to climate change and international and national security: (a) what
does the government project are the potential impacts on currently stable regions of
the world of such climate change-related phenomena as, but not limited to, (i) rises in
sea level, (ii) increases in extreme weather events, (iii) increases in the spread of
infectious disease, (iv) increases in environmental refugees; (b) what does the
government project will be (i) the consequences of the impacts identified in (a)(ii),
(a)(iii), and (a)(iv) on domestic military missions, (ii) the consequences of (a)(i), (a)
(ii), (a)(iii), (a)(iv) and (b)(i) in terms of the military’s capacity to respond and the
availability of troops for missions not related to conflicts induced by climate change-
related phenomena; (c) what does the government project will be the potential
impacts on already-weakened states of such climate change-related phenomena as,
but not limited to, (i) sea level rise, (ii) extreme weather events, (iii) the spread of
infectious diseases; (¢) what does the government project will be the extent of the
effects climate impacts could have on already-weakened states, including, but not
limited to, (i) expanded ungoverned spaces, (ii) further weakened and failed states,
(iii) increased conflicts, (iv) increased migrations; (e) what does the government
project will be the impact of the effects identified in (d) on Canada’s national
security; (f) which nations does the government project will be most affected by
climate change, (i) what is the government’s assessment of each such country’s
capacity to adapt or cope, (ii) what, if any, action is Canada taking to strengthen the
capacity of weak governments to better cope with societal needs projected to arise as
a result of climate change-related impacts, (iii) what is the government’s assessment
of possible security risks if Canada does contribute to international efforts related to
(H)(1) and ()(ii); (g) has DND or the Canadian military conducted any studies of how
climate change can have a multiplier effect on instability in unstable regions of the
world and, if so, what were these studies and their results; (#) what are the studies,
along with their dates and results, undertaken by the government concerning the
possible national security risks of climate change, and what specific observations
were included in these studies concerning the impacts the research might have for
government efforts pertaining to, but not limited to, (i) the encouragement of regional
cooperation, (ii) the improvement of international confidence, (iii) the improvement
of public relations; (i) what, if any, departments have participated in an inter-
departmental process to develop a policy to reduce national security risks resulting
from climate change and (i) if departments have participated in such a process, have
all agencies involved with climate science, treaty negotiations, economic policy, and
national security been involved in the process, and what were the results, (ii) if
departments have not participated in such a process, why not; () what, if any,
strategies has the government developed, including the dates of each completed
strategy, concerning the integration of the national security consequences of climate
change into national security and national defence strategies, and if the government
has developed such strategies, (i) do the strategies examine the capabilities of the
Canadian military to respond to the consequences of climate change, (ii) do the
strategies include guidance to military planners to assess climate change risks on
future missions, (iii) do the strategies provide guidance for updating defence plans
based on new assessments; (k) for each strategy identified in (j), what are (i) the
details of any testing of the strategy that has been conducted, (ii) the details of the
implementation of the strategy, including, but not limited to, working with allies and
partners to incorporate climate mitigation strategies, capacity building, and relevant
research and development; (/) what are the government’s plans as concerns its
engagement in global partnerships intended to help less developed nations build the
capacity and resiliency to better manage climate impacts; and (m) what, if any,
conferences has DND undertaken with respect to climate change and national
security, if no such conferences have been undertaken, why not, and, if any such
conferences have been undertaken, (i) who participated, (ii) what topics were
covered, (iii) what findings were made, (iv) what recommendations were made, (V)
what follow-up has occurred?

(Return tabled)
Question No. 144—Mr. Philip Toone:

With regard to Service Canada programs and services within the riding of
Gaspésie—iles-de-la-Madeleine: (a) what is the current baseline for service; (b) what
value-for-money studies, reviews or summaries have been undertaken relating to
Service Canada programs; (c) what are the recommended changes in Service Canada
programs in Gaspésie—Iles-de-la-Madeleine; (d) what is the level of spending on
Service Canada operations in the riding for this year and 2010-2011; (e) what is the
planned level of spending on Service Canada operations in the riding for 2012-2013
and 2013-2014; (f) what are the numbers for Full Time Equivalents (FTEs) for this
year and 2010-2011 in the riding; (g) what are the planned numbers of FTEs for
2012-2013 and 2013-2014 in the riding; (#) how many clients did Service Canada
serve in the riding this year and 2010-2011; (/) what is the number of inquiries per

FTE for this year and 2010-2011; and () what is the demographic make-up of the
clients served in the riding this year and in 2010-2011?

(Return tabled)
[English]

Mr. Tom Lukiwski: Mr. Speaker, I ask that the remaining
questions be allowed to stand.

The Speaker: Is that agreed?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

POINTS OF ORDER
BILL C-317—INCOME TAX ACT—SPEAKER'S RULING

The Speaker: 1 am now prepared to rule on the point of order
raised by the hon. member for Windsor—Tecumseh concerning
ways and means proceedings on Bill C-317, An Act to amend the
Income Tax Act (labour organizations) standing in the name of the
hon. member for South Surrey—White Rock—Cloverdale.

I would like to thank the hon. member for Windsor—Tecumseh
for having raised this matter, as well as the bill's sponsor, the hon.
member for South Surrey—White Rock—Cloverdale, for their
interventions and the hon. member for Kitchener—Conestoga for his
comments.

® (1215)

[Translation]

The hon. member for Windsor—Tecumseh pointed out in his
remarks that the purpose of Bill C-317 is to require that labour
organizations provide specific financial information to the minister
for public disclosure. The member also pointed out that failure of a
labour organization to comply with this new requirement could result
in a labour organization losing its tax exempt status, noting, as well,
the subsequent impact this would have on dues-paying members of
that organization.

[English]

He characterized the effect of Bill C-317 in the Debates, on
October 18, 2011, page 2171, as follows:

—the income tax exemptions that apply to labour organizations and the reduction
of taxable income as a result of writing off the dues paid by their members would
easily qualify as alleviations of taxation. Further, the provisions of Bill C-317
would repeal those alleviations by terminating the labour organization's Income
Tax Act exempt status.
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[Translation]

The member for Windsor—Tecumseh explained that any labour
organization not in compliance with the financial disclosure
requirements outlined in the bill would no longer enjoy the tax
exempt status as provided for in section 149(1)(k) of the Income tax
Act. He argued that this would have the effect of taxing a person, or
in this case an organization, that was not already a taxpayer. He
concluded therefore that Bill C-317 should have been preceded by
the adoption of a ways and means motion.

[English]

In his submission, the hon. member for South Surrey—White
Rock—Cloverdale in the Debates, on October 25, 2011, page 2438,
contended that the purpose of Bill C-317 was limited simply to
providing a mechanism for the public disclosure of union finances
and only augmented the existing types of information that the
Canada Revenue Agency was already empowered by its mandate to
compel organizations or taxpayers to provide.

He also referred to a ruling from the 40th Parliament on Bill
C-470, An Act to amend the Income Tax Act (revocation of
registration). He found a parallel between Bill C-317 and Bill C-470.
Where it had been argued that charitable donations were discre-
tionary so that Bill C-470 did not affect any existing alleviation of
tax, the hon. member argued that in the case of Bill C-317 payers of
union dues could exercise their discretion by opting to join a union
or labour organization that adhered to the financial disclosure
provisions of Bill C-317 and, thus, maintain the tax exempt status of
their dues.

[Translation]

Before analyzing the arguments presented, it is important to take
into consideration the context of this discussion as it is worth noting
that the financial procedures of the House are based on long-
established and strictly observed rules of procedure, procedures that
are based on the concept of the financial initiative of the Crown. This
concept is clearly presented in Erskine May’s Parliamentary
Practice, 23rd edition, at page 848:

[English]
—it is for the Commons, acting on the sole initiative of Ministers, first to
authorize the relevant expenditure (or 'Supply') and, second, to provide through

taxes and other sources of public revenue the 'Ways and Means' deemed necessary
to meet the Supply so granted.

The role of the Speaker in the present situation is to determine if
Bill C-317 is a legislative initiative which imposes a tax or other
charge on the taxpayer and therefore would have required the prior
adoption of a ways and means motion by the House.

[Translation]

In order to respond to that question, it may be useful to examine
more closely the different precedents cited by the members who
intervened on the present case.

[English]

During his initial point of order, the member for Windsor—
Tecumseh referred the Chair to the ruling of November 28, 2007, on
Bill C-418, An Act to amend the Income Tax Act (deductibility of
remuneration). In that ruling, at pages 1463 and 1464 of the Debates,
the Chair made reference to Erskine May's Parliamentary Practice,

Speaker's Ruling

23rd edition at page 896, where it explains, “the repeal or reduction
of existing alleviations of taxation” must be preceded by a ways and
means motion.

The Chair concluded that Bill C-418 removed an existing tax
exemption which then resulted in an increase in the tax payable by
certain corporations. In the Chair's view, this constituted a reduction
of an alleviation of taxation and therefore required that it be preceded
by a ways and means motion. I would ask hon. members to retain the
phrase, “alleviation of taxation”, as I will return to that concept
shortly.

® (1220)

[Translation]

First, let me address the differing interpretations of how an
individual union member’s rights are affected by Bill C-317. The
member for Windsor—Tecumseh argued that union members do not
have the automatic individual right to stop paying dues to an
organization that no longer enjoys a tax exempt status. The member
for South Surrey—White Rock—Cloverdale countered that, in his
estimation, union members would have the ability to select a labour
organization that complies with the provisions of C-317 to ensure
that they maintain their tax exemption. While this is more a question
of labour law than procedure, the Chair is aware that members of a
labour organization cannot easily change which union they belong to
nor can they simply withhold paying their union dues except in
extremely limited situations provided for in the law. As pointed out
by the member for Windsor—Tecumseh, this is in stark contrast to
donors to a charity who may choose whether they wish to contribute,
the organization they wish to contribute to and the timing of any
such contribution.

[English]

The Chair must agree with the hon. member for Windsor—
Tecumseh that the non-compliance of the labour organization would
also remove a current income tax deduction for the dues-paying
members of the union. For the Chair, there can be no doubt that this
also can be characterized as the removal of an existing alleviation.
For this reason alone, Bill C-317 would need to be preceded by a
ways and means motion.

[Translation]

Let us return to the larger context. The Chair appreciates the point
made by the member for South Surrey—White Rock—Cloverdale
that the Canada Revenue Agency already enjoys the authority to
compel the financial disclosure of certain financial information.
However, it is not the power of the CRA to require the disclosure of
certain information that is at issue.
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[English]

It is true, as the member for South Surrey—White Rock—
Cloverdale claims, that Bill C-317 changes the reporting require-
ments for labour organizations. However, contrary to what the
member asserted, that is not all it does. In stating that non-
compliance with these new requirements makes a labour organiza-
tion ineligible for tax deductions available to labour organizations,
Bill C-317 potentially removes an alleviation of taxation and in so
doing, the bill potentially creates a new statutory authority that
removes what is currently an unqualified exemption.

Perhaps the distinction can be better understood by looking again
at the example offered by Bill C-470 in the third session of the 40th
Parliament. That bill changed the definition of a class of taxpayers,
specifically registered charities, but the alleviation of tax for
registered charities as a class of taxpayer remained unchanged. By
contrast, Bill C-317 does not change the definition of a labour
organization. It demands disclosure of certain types of information,
failing which disclosure, the bill provides that the tax alleviation in
place for labour organizations will no longer apply to non-complying
labour organizations.

This is a subtle difference, but it is a crucial distinction for the
Chair.

[Translation]

The ruling on Bill C-470 determined that the bill altered the
conditions and requirements for an organization to be classified by
the minister as a registered charity but did not alter the class of
taxpayer. In more basic terms, Bill C-470 proposed to alter the
definition of what constituted a registered charity but did not change
the tax exemptions for registered charities. In the ruling on C-470,
delivered on March 15, 2010, and found on pages 419 and 420 of the
Debates, 1 stated:

It seems to me that the bill instead seeks to provide a new criterion that would

allow the minister to determine into which existing class of taxpayer an organization
falls. The existing tax regimes and the existing tax rates are not affected.

[English]

However, unlike Bill C-470, Bill C-317 does not attempt to alter
the conditions or requirements for an organization to be classified as
a labour organization.

According to the provisions of Bill C-317, under the Income Tax
Act, a labour organization would remain a labour organization,
whether it complied with the proposed disclosure requirements or
not. If enacted, Bill C-317 would thus create a situation whereby
labour organizations can be differentiated into two distinct
categories, those that comply with the financial reporting mechanism
and those that do not.

In the Chair's opinion, this new category of labour organization
would constitute a class of taxpayer that does not currently exist.
Labour organizations in the newly created class, that is those that do
not meet the financial reporting requirements outlined in the bill,
would see the removal of their current tax-exempt status. Put simply,
Bill C-470 did not alter the tax-exempt status of registered charities,
whereas, in contrast, Bill C-317 proposes to alter the current tax-
exempt status of labour organizations.

As a result of this determination, I find that Bill C-317, by
distinguishing between certain labour organizations, creates a new
class of taxpayer and that this new class of taxpayer would then be
subject to a removal of an alleviation of taxation.

For the reasons stated, I must, therefore, rule that Bill C-317
should have been preceded by a ways and means motion.
Consequently, I also rule that all proceedings on the bill to date,
namely introduction and first reading, have not respected the
provisions of our Standing Orders and are, therefore, null and void.
Accordingly, the Chair directs that the order for second reading of
the bill be discharged and the bill be withdrawn from the order paper.

® (1225)

[Translation]

However, I am reluctant to deny the member what is likely his
only opportunity in this Parliament to have an item on the order of
precedence.

[English]

As members are well aware, Standing Order 94(1) provides the
Speaker with the authority to “make all arrangements necessary to
ensure the orderly conduct of Private Members' Business”.

In light of the unique nature of this particular situation, the
member for South Surrey—White Rock—Cloverdale will be
permitted to substitute another item onto the order of precedence.
The substitution shall be done pursuant to the spirit of Standing
Order 92.1, which allows a member 20 sitting days to substitute
another item of private members' business for the item that has been
discharged and withdrawn. Should the member choose not to replace
the item within the next 20 sitting days, his name will then be
dropped from the order paper.

[Translation]

I thank the House for its attention.
[English]
TABLING OF DOCUMENT BY PRESIDENT OF THE TREASURY BOARD

Hon. Wayne Easter (Malpeque, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, something
happened in the House at the end of question period, which is really
serious with regard to the state of our democracy. A public servant
just quit over what he felt was principle when the President of the
Treasury Board asked to have tabled in the House the fact that he had
given a donation to a political party. It happened to be our party, but
it could have been any party.

That goes against everything that we stand for in this democracy.
It is fear and intimidation. It can put the chill of fear into public
servants and individuals in Canada donating to a political party that a
minister will use that against them. By implication, it can be
damaging to a person's reputation. In my view, it goes against
freedom of choice, freedom of speech and freedom of political
affiliation. The government has access to information on Canadians
all over the place, whether it is their tax matters, health matters or
whatever it may be. This is unbecoming of a minister to do. I do not
have a clue what rule to apply here, but I think what that minister has
done is wrong.
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We know that during the election the Conservatives used
Facebook and Twitter to prevent people from coming to certain
meetings. This is the kind of stuff that we would expect to see in
Russia, where people are spying on others and where fear and
intimidation are used to prevent people from doing certain things.

I think what the President of the Treasury Board did in the House,
by naming a person's individual political affiliation to try to make a
point and destroy his reputation, because he resigned on principle, is
absolutely and utterly wrong in this country called Canada.

Hon. Gordon O'Connor (Minister of State and Chief
Government Whip, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the information that was
provided is public information. One can go to a website and find
information on all donations. One can find that I actually donated to
the Conservative Party. I will publicly admit this.

We are not talking about any confidential government informa-
tion. It is publicly available information. I see no problem or offence
committed in giving out publicly available information.

® (1230)
[Translation]

Mr. André Bellavance (Richmond—Arthabaska, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, I rise on the same point of order. What happened after
question period is shameful, especially since it came from the
President of the Treasury Board. Frankly, that individual is in no
position to lecture anyone, considering everything that is going on
and the money he used to line the pockets of his friends in his riding
during the G20 and G8 summits. What is even more shameful is that
they are attacking a public servant, someone who worked for the
well-being of the community for 30 years.

Fortunately, nothing in our democracy prohibits someone from
donating any sum of money to a political party, in accordance with
the Canada Elections Act, even if that person is a public servant or
senior official. Ever since this government came to power, it has
created a climate of fear. I began working as a member's assistant in
1993 and, until the Conservatives came to power, never, ever did any
public servants tell me that they could not answer, that they did not
know anything, that they might call me back and that it would be
better to go through political channels rather than through the public
service. This began precisely when the Conservatives came to
power. This government suddenly created a climate of fear and
began scaring public servants. It is trying to prevent them from doing
their jobs. What this government is doing publicly today is
unfortunately more of the same.

[English]

The Speaker: 1 have already heard from the member for
Winnipeg North just before we went into routine proceedings. If
he has something new to add, I will hear him now very briefly.

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Winnipeg North, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the government representative stood up and indicated that he, too,
has contributed to the Conservative Party.

What he is really doing is trying to minimize the severity of what
actually took place after question period. Although I do not know
him personally, there is a 30-plus year career civil servant who has
taken a stand on a very important issue that all Canadians are
concerned about.

Government Orders

The government has sent out a message to the civil service. This is
where it starts to get on to our privileges as members of Parliament.
We rely, in part, on civil servants being able to provide information,
whether it is in committee or elsewhere, freely. The government
message here is that if they say or do or take any actions against the
government, it will come down with a heavy arm.

In this case, it was meant to intimidate and discredit the actions of
that particular career civil servant. I believe the government, at the
very least, owes the civil servant a formal apology. In fact, I would
suggest that it is an issue that you, Mr. Speaker, should take under
advisement and come back to this House in terms of the
ramifications of the point of order that was raised by the President
of the Treasury Board.

I take it very seriously. The government is trying to silence—

The Speaker: I will just stop the hon. member there so that we do
not get into a whole debate on a point of order.

I will hear the hon. Chief Government Whip and then I will take it
under advisement and come back to the House if necessary.

Hon. Gordon O'Connor: Mr. Speaker, as I said previously, the
information provided is publicly available. The President of the
Treasury Board did not provide any confidential information. He did
not provide anything with respect to that individual.

However, I find it interesting that the report of the individual's
retirement first came from the Liberal Party.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS
[English]
SECURITY OF TENURE OF MILITARY JUDGES ACT

The House resumed consideration of the motion that Bill C-16,
An Act to amend the National Defence Act (military judges), be read
the second time and referred to a committee.

Hon. John McKay (Scarborough—Guildwood, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, in keeping with my own injunction to try to be brief, I
will offer a few brief remarks with respect to this bill. It is, after all, a
two-page bill. It is not earth-shattering.

First, since I will not be on my feet here at any other time before
November 11, I want to take this opportunity to recognize the brave
men and women who serve us so well. We are very fortunate in this
country that we have people who are prepared to put their lives,
bodies and minds on the line for us.

I want to make the point that some parties in particular take every
opportunity to enthusiastically embrace the military; however, there
seems to be a somewhat less enthusiastic embrace for our veterans.
On November 11, I hope that our embrace is far more enthusiastic
and that they get a level of support similar to what our military gets.

I offer my condolences to the Greff family and to the Gilbert
family. This must be a particularly poignant time for them. Both
families are hurting and are classic examples of people who give
their lives so that we can operate in this chamber as we do.
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Bill C-16 has had a tortured path getting here. It went through a
number of reiterations, prorogations and dissolutions and was
derailed in various other ways as well. We saw another example this
morning, when some members of House, rightly upset that they
could not offer their observations with respect to Remembrance Day,
denied unanimous consent to proceed in an expedited fashion. As a
consequence, we have taken far longer than we ever should have in
order to deal with the bill.

The bill has three components and revolves around a core concept:
the tension between the independence of the judiciary and the
hierarchy of the military command structure. Indeed, pretty well all
of the justice issues in the military, the conflicts over those two
points of principle, are the subject matter of both Bill C-16 and Bill
C-15. Sometimes it is with respect to the independence of the police,
but in the case of Bill C-16, it is with respect to the independence of
the judiciary.

We are here because the courts have told us that the system has to
be repaired. We cannot have a system in which the independence of
the judiciary is subject to the whims of the CDS or anyone else in the
chain of command. The bill does respond to the Regina v. Leblanc
case and it requires a retirement age of 60.

I appreciate that in order to be a military judge, one also has to be
a military officer, but it is an interesting conflict. Frankly, for lawyers
and judges the age of 60 is frequently prime time in their careers.
Ironically, by requiring that age of retirement and by requiring that
the judge be an officer, in effect we are limiting the pool of people
who would, in all other circumstances, be excellently qualified for
the judiciary.

As a classic example, last week we had a hearing with respect to
two judges for the Supreme Court of Canada. One was 63 and the
other was 56 years old. Ironically, one would not be qualified to be a
military judge and the other would only be entitled to one
appointment.

®(1235)

There is an interesting debate as to whether one has to be an
officer in order to be a military judge. I am not sure that we should
not actually be debating that a little more extensively; possibly a
retired officer could be a military judge beyond age 60. There is
another argument as to why one has to achieve the fitness levels
required of officers up to age 60 in order to sit as a judicial officer.

Those issues aside, this bill does warrant our support. I think the
regime that the government has put forward in the bill is an
appropriate regime. A military officer who is a military judge will be
automatically required to retire at age 60, as opposed to the
requirement in the civilian system for retirement at age 75. The
person can be removed for cause, and there is an inquiry process,
again independent of the chain of command. That is an appropriate
form of removal, given our requirements for the independence of the
judiciary. Of course, there is also resignation.

There is this ongoing tension between chain of command and the
independence of the judiciary. Bill C-16 does achieve some balance
between those two tensions, and I and my party will support this bill;
indeed, we would have supported it at all stages had the government
handled the desires of other people in this chamber a little more

sensitively. In fact, possibly by this time we would have gone to
committee of the whole and had this bill passed and on the way to
the Senate. There is a time deadline of December 2, and I am rather
hoping that we still achieve that time deadline; otherwise, a decision
will be imposed upon us.

® (1240)

[Translation]

Mr. André Bellavance (Richmond—Arthabaska, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, I have a question for the hon. member who just spoke. I
would like to tell him that we also support this bill.

However, when I returned to my office, I heard criticism from a
Conservative member. First, you clearly established the rules here in
this House by saying that he did not have the right to mention the
absence or presence of a member. One thing is for certain: while I
was away, | was still watching the House of Commons debates on
television and I heard this same member criticizing the Bloc
Québécois for taking steps to delay the bill—a bill that we support—
which is completely false. I would like to ask the hon. member
whether he shares my opinion in this regard.

This bill was introduced on October 7. The House resumed on
September 19. It is the Conservative government that is in charge of
the legislative agenda here in the House. Subsequent to the court's
decision, the Conservatives could very well have introduced this bill
earlier and made sure, of course, that the whole process was
followed and that this bill was passed quickly. Everything could
have been done but, instead, the Conservatives introduced a bill to
abolish the Canadian Wheat Board and a bill to reduce the political
weight of Quebec. They introduced all kinds of bills but not this one.
So if anyone is to blame for the speed with which the bill must be
passed, it is the Conservatives themselves.

[English]

Hon. John McKay: I am not sure that was a question Mr.
Speaker, but it was a comment.

I largely agree with the sentiments of the hon. member. The bill
was initially presented in a form that incorporated a number of other
things, many of which were quite problematic. It could have actually
been presented as a stand-alone bill in the last Parliament and could
have been law by now.

The government chooses to proceed in whatever way it chooses. It
prorogues at its whim, it formulates its bills at its whim, and it
alienates members of the opposition, apparently, at will as well, the
consequence being that things that should not be delayed do get
delayed.

I say to my colleagues on the government side that what goes
around comes around.

[Translation]

Mr. Chris Alexander (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of National Defence, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I would like to point out
that it is a bit rich for the hon. member for Richmond—Arthabaska
to say he supports this bill when he and his colleagues were the ones
who refused to give unanimous consent this morning.
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[English]

The hon. member for Scarborough—Guildwood made the point
that what goes around comes around. Earlier, the member for St.
John's East suggested that the measures in these bills could have
been brought forward in the previous Parliament.

The statement made by the member for Scarborough—Guildwood
is true. The statement by the member for St. John's East is not true,
given that the bill containing these measures in the last Parliament
was reported from committee on March 24 of this year and this
country was plunged into an unnecessary and costly election on
March 25.

Would the member not agree that what goes around does come
around, but in this case his party and the other parties opposite
prevented us from moving forward with the subsequent stages of
these measures?

® (1245)

Hon. John McKay: Mr. Speaker, that is the kind of debate I
would actually wish to avoid by limiting my remarks simply to the
substance of the bill, but since the Conservatives insist on getting
into it, we are going to get into it, are we not? The clock is going to
run, and again we are going to achieve absolutely nothing.

This legislation has had at least three or four iterations. It is almost
what one might call a fifth generation bill. During that period of time
we have had prorogations and all kinds of delays. The government
can move its legislation as it desires, so to say that it did not quite get
it done in the bill's last iteration before an election is also pretty rich.

This is, frankly and candidly, an unnecessary debate; we agree on
the substance of the bill, so let us just move it forward. As the
parliamentary secretary said earlier, only four judges are involved.
That is all we are talking about here. If the government cannot move
its legislation and continues to alienate the opposition, we are not
going to make the December 2 deadline, in which case the whole
system will go up the flue.

[Translation]

Mr. André Bellavance (Richmond—Arthabaska, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, it is a pleasure for me to participate in the debate on
Bill C-16. The Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of National
Defence is well aware that the Bloc Québécois supports this bill.

What we take issue with is that the parliamentary secretary has
said in the House that we have failed to provide unanimous consent,
which is completely false. I will give an example. Today, I gave
unanimous consent, on behalf of the Bloc Québécois which I
represent, to the agreement between the Cree and the federal
government. We had already given our word and consent with
respect to this bill.

With regard to Bill C-16, we were asked for our support yesterday
at the same time that we were asking for unanimous consent to pay
tribute to veterans. Remembrance Day is at hand. We are all wearing
poppies—I see, Mr. Speaker, that you are wearing one also—to
commemorate the battles fought by our veterans, the people who
went overseas to fight in two world wars and other conflicts, which
unfortunately should not have occurred but did, and who fought for
our freedom.

Government Orders

The dean of the House of Commons, the member for Bas-
Richelieu—Nicolet—Bécancour, wanted to rise, like members of
other parties, and pay tribute for a few minutes to the people who
fought to protect our freedom and to prevent dictators from taking
control of the world and suppressing freedoms, as was recently the
case in Libya. The leader of the Green Party also wanted a few
minutes to address the people and pay tribute to our veterans. This
was refused by lack of unanimous consent. We were simply told that
the Conservative government had the right to do so and that it was
within the rules.

I know that the government was probably afraid that the Green
Party and the Bloc Québécois would use this precedent to intervene
and rise often in the House, saying that they want to be recognized as
parties. We have known from the beginning that we do not have 12
members, just 4, and that the leader of the Green Party is the only
member of Parliament for her party. For that reason, the interim
leader of the Bloc Québécois specifically stated yesterday, when
making the request, that he did not want to set a precedent and that
he simply wanted to make a statement.

That was one of the lowest moments I have experienced since
being elected in 2004. I have rarely seen a government rebuff the
opposition parties in a such a way and on such an occasion.

We did not give our unanimous consent to Bill C-16 then and we
are opposing it today because the fault lies with the government for
not being alert enough to introduce it sooner. The government could
have introduced this bill as early as September 19, when Parliament
resumed, but it waited until October 7. The government has also
introduced a series of bills and has prevented the opposition from
debating them and discussing them properly by moving closure and
time allocation motions five or six times. I do not even know how
many there have been, but closure has been moved on at least five or
six bills. We cannot follow the normal legislative process because
the government is in a very big hurry. It made legislative choices, but
Bill 16, which we are discussing today, was not part of them.

The Conservatives chose to introduce Bill C-10 on justice. They
decided to abolish the firearms registry and destroy the data. They
also introduced a bill that will diminish Quebec's political weight in
the House. There was also the bill on the Canadian Wheat Board.
They chose to introduce all those bills instead of Bill C-16. I want to
come back to Bill C-16 to which we could have given our
unanimous consent. We only did what the government said it would
do, in other words, follow the rules. I have been in federal politics
long enough to know there are rules to be followed in the House.
There is a legislative process to be followed: first reading, second
reading, third reading and work in committee.

I understand perfectly well that there was a court order, but if the
government was in such a hurry, it could have made sure that this bill
went through all the stages as quickly as possible. After all, it is the
government that sets the agenda.
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Yesterday, by refusing to allow us to pay tribute to veterans, if the
government was trying to send a message that we do not exist, that
we are not an official party and that we do not deserve to speak in
this House, it failed. Today we are sending our own message that we
are still here. Just like the Conservative members, and in fact like all
members of the House, we were democratically elected. Even the
Prime Minister himself must acknowledge that he was democrati-
cally elected in his riding and that he is an MP first and foremost,
and Prime Minister second. I think it is our duty to do things
correctly here.

Thus, there are no second-class MPs in this House. I never
thought that when there were 50 Bloc Québécois MPs, nor do I think
that today, just because we are fewer in number. My message to the
government is that it should think carefully before acting as
heinously as it did yesterday. Nevertheless, once again, it is the
government's fault that it did not introduce the bill earlier. And we
support Bill C-16, especially since a court decision will strengthen
the independence of military judges. That is very important. The
Minister of National Defence introduced Bill C-16, An Act to amend
the National Defence Act (military judges), in the House of
Commons at first reading.

The Court Martial Appeal Court of Canada delivered its judgment
in the Regina v. Leblanc case. In its decision, the appeal court
determined that the provisions in the National Defence Act and the
Queen’s Regulations and Orders for the Canadian Forces regarding
the appointment and retirement of military judges do not sufficiently
respect judicial independence as required by section 11(d) of the
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

In declaring certain National Defence Act provisions constitu-
tionally invalid and inoperative, the Court Martial Appeal Court in
Regina v. Leblanc suspended the declaration of invalidity for a
period of six months to allow remedial legislation to be enacted. The
declaration will be effective December 2, 2011.

Bill C-16 amends the provisions of the National Defence Act that
deal with the tenure of military judges, providing that they serve
until the retirement age of 60 years, unless removed for cause on the
recommendation of an inquiry committee or upon the resignation of
the military judge.

To give a bit of background and explain the situation in full, I
should mention that judges used to be appointed for a predetermined
period of time. I believe it was for five years, but when a judge's term
was up for renewal, it seemed that he or she did not have complete
independence at that time. Now the process will simply be the same
as it is for other judges. The tenure for military judges will allow
them to sit as such until the retirement age of 60 years. That creates a
balance. It sends a message that we will improve the situation around
judicial independence, which is something we in the House could in
no way be opposed to.

Justice Lamer made a number of recommendations, and this is one
that we have agreed with from the outset. The Bloc Québécois
believes in keeping military justice separate from civilian justice. It
makes sense for the Canadian armed forces to have its own justice
system, in light of the particularities of military life and military

requirements. This bill corrects a situation that created a fairly
significant difference between the civilian justice system and the
military justice system, in order to improve the military system.

It is absolutely necessary to have discipline within an army.
Without that discipline, we would lose any sense of structure and
effectiveness. Since the primary goal of our armed forces is to
protect the safety of Canadians, this issue is vitally important. The
Supreme Court of Canada recognized this principle in 1992:

The purpose of a separate system of military tribunals is to allow the Armed
Forces to deal with matters that pertain directly to the discipline, efficiency and
morale of the military. The safety and well-being of Canadians depends considerably
on the willingness and readiness of a force of men and women to defend against
threats to the nation's security. To maintain the Armed Forces in a state of readiness,
the military must be in a position to enforce internal discipline effectively and
efficiently. Breaches of military discipline must be dealt with speedily and,
frequently, punished more severely than would be the case if a civilian engaged in
such conduct. As a result, the military has its own Code of Service Discipline to
allow it to meet its particular disciplinary needs. In addition, special service tribunals,
rather than the ordinary courts, have been given jurisdiction to punish breaches of the
Code of Service Discipline. Recourse to the ordinary criminal courts would, as a
general rule, be inadequate to serve the particular disciplinary needs of the military.

® (1255)

A number of changes were called for. I think that Bill C-16 is a
step that, I repeat, addresses only one of Justice Lamer's
recommendations. We can go step by step. That is no problem.

There are also offences in the Code of Service Discipline that do
not have equivalents in civilian justice. For example, the offences of
disobedience of lawful command or disobedience to a superior
officer do not exist in civilian justice. Military justice applies to three
categories of people: military personnel in the regular forces,
reservists and civilians who work with military personnel on
missions.

But although military justice is necessary, people who join the
Canadian Forces do not lose their rights, including their charter
rights.

For 12 years, a great deal of thought has been given to
modernizing military justice to bring it more in line with civilian
justice. In its May 2009 report, the Standing Senate Committee on
Legal and Constitutional Affairs wrote the following, “...the military,
as an organization, benefits when the rules that govern it largely
reflect those that apply to Canadian society in general.”

We therefore feel it is important that the government consider not
only the issue of the independence of military judges but also the
entire military justice reform. In my opinion, even the Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of National Defence can understand that,
when we talk about such a bill, it goes without saying that we should
expand our discussion and thought process a bit to include the whole
military justice policy, particularly since more than one recommen-
dation was given by Justice Lamer and the Senate committee.
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Military justice reform dates back to 1997 and stems from two
reviews. First, a special advisory group received a mandate to study
the Code of Service Discipline set out in the National Defence Act.
Then, the commission of inquiry into the deployment of Canadian
forces to Somalia was asked to review how to handle the actions of
certain soldiers sent to that country.

The two resulting reports led the government to introduce Bill
C-25, which came into effect on September 1, 1999. This bill
amended the National Defence Act by abolishing the death penalty
in the military justice system, a very important change; incorporating
civilian parole ineligibility provisions; creating the Canadian Forces
Grievance Board; creating the Military Police Complaints Commis-
sion; strengthening the independence of military judges by making
changes to the terms of their appointment, their qualifications and
their tenure; and creating new positions within the military justice
system in order to separate the investigative function from the
prosecution and defence functions.

Clause 96 of Bill C-25 provided for an independent review every
five years in order to examine the amendments to the National
Defence Act. Many of the amendments I just listed are still pending.
I am counting on the current government and its Minister of National
Defence to take into account the majority of the recommendations
that I mentioned just a few moments ago.

With this in mind, the federal government appointed a former
Supreme Court justice, Antonio Lamer, to conduct the first review.
He presented his report to Parliament in March 2003. Military justice
has been on the radar for some time now, and here today we have
this bill—barely two pages long—regarding the independence of
judges. There will undoubtedly be other, more significant, changes
that will improve the National Defence Act and that will also
implement Justice Lamer's recommendations, which, as I have said
before, are already 10 years old.

In his report, Justice Lamer observed that “Canada's military
justice system generally works very well, subject to a few changes.”
Consequently, he made 88 recommendations to improve military
justice. I will not list the 88 recommendations, although some here
might like me to do so.

® (1300)

I will briefly refer to some of Justice Lamer's 2003 recommenda-
tions: arrest procedures and pre-trial detention; procedures for
proceeding by indictment; the structure of the court; sentencing;
aligning the rights of the accused with those in a civil court such that
the accused could choose the type of court martial and such that the
finding of court martial panels would be arrived at by unanimous
vote; strengthening the independence of the principal intervenors in
the military justice system; and improving the grievance and military
police complaints processes.

In order to implement Justice Lamer's recommendations and
amend the National Defence Act, the government introduced Bill
C-45 in August 2006. It died on the order paper. In March 2008, the
government introduced another bill, Bill C-7, which was identical to
Bill C-45 and also died on the order paper when an election was
called in the fall of 2008.
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In April 2008, the Court Martial Appeal Court of Canada handed
down a decision in the case of Regina v. Trépanier. At issue was the
possibility of choosing the type of court martial. The Court Martial
Appeal Court of Canada ruled that a provision of the National
Defence Act that gave the court martial administrator exclusive
authority to select the type of court martial was unconstitutional. The
Court Martial Appeal Court of Canada found that it was
unacceptable that the accused could not chose the kind of court
martial that would judge him or her.

Following that ruling—which brings us to where we are today—
the federal government introduced Bill C-60 to accomplish the
following: to more closely align the manner in which the mode of
trial by courts martial is determined with the approach in the civilian
criminal justice system, while still satisfying the unique needs of the
military justice system; to reduce the types of courts martial from
four to two; to allow military judges to deal with certain pre-trial
matters at any time after a charge has been preferred; and to require
court martial panels to make key decisions on the basis of a
unanimous vote. Bill C-60 passed in the House on June 18, 2008.

One of Justice Lamer's recommendations has been incorporated
into Bill C-16 before us today.

I repeat—and I will conclude on this in just a moment—the Bloc
Québécois is not opposed to Bill C-16. The Bloc did not break any
agreements to speed things up. The government alone is responsible
for its own legislative agenda. It could have introduced the bill to get
it through all the various steps in the usual way, knowing very well
that a court order meant that a certain timeline had to be respected.

I cannot believe that, with the army of people and public servants
available to the Minister of National Defence, it did not occur to him
to look at a calendar and ensure that all the steps could be completed
regarding Bill C-16. It is because of the government's own
negligence that it is so keen to have the bill fast-tracked, because
it did not do its homework.

I cannot believe that the government behaved in this manner.
However, as I explained at the beginning of my speech, it is simply
because the government made other choices. It had other priorities. It
wanted to reduce Quebec's political weight with Bill C-20, for
instance. It wanted to put the Canadian Wheat Board out of
commission. It also decided to rule out all potential debate on Bill
C-10 regarding justice. I can assure this House, not everyone is
pleased about that. It is no longer only Quebec that opposes that bill.
We will soon be up to 10 provinces that oppose the bill. But the
government decided to make it a priority anyway.

In closing, it should have found a way to move a little faster on
this matter and introduce Bill C-16 earlier. Had it done so, we might
not still be talking about it today.

® (1305)
[English]

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Barry Devolin): Is the House ready
for the question?
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Some hon. members: Question.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Barry Devolin): The question is on the
motion. Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Barry Devolin): I declare the motion
carried. Accordingly, the bill stands referred to the Standing
Committee on National Defence.

(Motion agreed to, bill read the second time and referred to a
committee)

[Translation]

STRENGTHENING MILITARY JUSTICE IN THE DEFENCE
OF CANADA ACT

Hon. Diane Ablonczy (for the Minister of National Defence)
moved that Bill C-15, An Act to amend the National Defence Act
and to make consequential amendments to other Acts, be read the
second time and referred to a committee.

Mr. Chris Alexander (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of National Defence, CPC): Mr. Speaker, first, I would like to
remind the House that, although Bill C-16 was sent to committee, we
could have moved forward much more quickly if the member for
Richmond—Arthabaska had acted differently this morning. It is not
up to him to decide who forced the Standing Committee on National
Defence to examine these very urgent measures for the second time,
something that is unnecessary. I think that all members in this House
understand these measures and understand how this member wasted
the time of the House and the Standing Committee on National
Defence.

[English]

As 1 begin my remarks, I would like to congratulate those of our
colleagues, the hon. member for St. John's East, the hon. member for
Scarborough—Guildwood, and the hon. member for Hamilton
Centre, who worked very hard with members on our side to develop
a common approach.

[Translation]

Mr. André Bellavance: Mr. Speaker, I do not plan on making a
habit of interrupting the parliamentary secretary. However, I must
correct one thing: not one of the 308 members in this House is
wasting anyone's time. Every member has the right to speak and to
give their opinion. Obviously, some members are not happy with
some decisions, for various reasons. Yesterday there was a decision
that went against us and that we strongly disagreed with. We will get
over it, and the parliamentary secretary should too and should not
say that a member of the House is wasting the House's time.

®(1310)

Mr. Chris Alexander: Mr. Speaker, the member for Richmond—
Arthabaska knows full well that he has drawn out the procedures and
the debate on this issue. It had nothing to do with the substance of
these matters, which are urgent for all members of the Canadian
Armed Forces. We are ashamed for him. Even if—

[English]

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Barry Devolin): Order. Is the
parliamentary secretary continuing with debate, or is he responding
to the point of order?

Mr. Chris Alexander: Mr. Speaker, I am continuing debate, a
debate that is urgent, on measures that have been before this House
three times. This is the fourth time. It is important that members of
this House understand the urgency of these measures and the level of
consensus that has been reached by successive Parliaments on these
measures. That is the reason for my remarks.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Barry Devolin): Order. The Chair
appreciates the clarification and would be pleased if the hon.
parliamentary secretary continued with his remarks regarding the
matter before the House.

Mr. Chris Alexander: Mr. Speaker, as | was saying, we have had
great collaboration from all three parties represented in this House.

I want to pay particular tribute to the three members I mentioned
earlier. The member for St. John's East made a couple of remarks
about the LeBlanc case which probably, if they were heard by
members of the Canadian Forces, would have them regretting that he
chose to pursue his legal career not in the Judge Advocate General's
office but in civilian life. He clearly understands the importance of
the system, the importance of a strong defence, the importance of
independent judges and professionals at every level of the military
justice system.

I thank the member for his clarity on the issues. I also thank his
party and the Liberal Party for their constructive contribution to
advancing these bills.

I rise now in support of Bill C-15 , the strengthening military
justice in the defence of Canada bill, which concerns an important
aspect of national defence, that of military justice in the broad sense.

Maintaining the integrity of the military justice system is the
responsibility of government and should concern all Canadians. The
military justice system is an essential tool to maintain the discipline,
morale and operational effectiveness of the Canadian Forces.

Without such a system, our men and women in uniform would not
be able to focus on their number one priority which is to protect the
interests of Canada and Canadians.

[Translation]

For that reason, the government, the Supreme Court of Canada
and even the Constitution recognized the importance of maintaining
a robust military justice system.

[English]

This government also recognizes, as did Chief Justice Lamer in
his 2003 report, that there is room for improvement. The principles
and procedures of military courts martial and summary trials must
remain consistent with Canadian values and the evolution of
Canadian criminal law. After all, a legal system can only remain
strong if it evolves alongside the society it serves. Otherwise, an
outdated system could risk undermining not only the legitimacy of
military law, but also the health and vitality of the forces themselves.
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This government has tried three times since 2006 to introduce the
necessary legislation to do so, but each bill has failed to progress as a
result of the unpredictable nature of a minority Parliament. I do not
think it is worth going into the details again of those stories from
previous Parliaments.

[Translation]

In 1998, when the National Defence Act was last updated, an
independent review of the act every five years was made mandatory.
In the first review, in 2003—the member for Richmond—
Arthabaska was right to mention that it was some time ago—Chief
Justice Lamer made several important recommendations about how
to improve the act.

[English]

These recommendations focused on the administration of military
justice, the role of the Canadian Forces provost marshal, the head of
the military police, and the system by which grievances of Canadian
Forces members were addressed. All of these recommendations were
studied in detail, both inside and outside the Canadian Forces and
Department of National Defence. A wide range of stakeholders—
civilian, military, government, non-government—were consulted
and, as a result, this government brought forward legislation on two
separate occasions to update the National Defence Act. Members
know them well. They were Bill C-7 in 2006 and Bill C-45 in 2008,
both of which, as we are aware, died on the order paper.

Then in 2008, the ruling of the Court Martial Appeal Court of
Canada in the case of Regina v. Trépanier forced the government to
introduce legislation on an urgent basis. In response, the government
rapidly introduced a targeted bill, Bill C-60, to rectify this problem.
Thanks to many hon. members still present, this legislation was
passed by Parliament.

®(1315)

[Translation]

In 2010, the government once again tried to update the National
Defence Act, this time by following up on recommendations from
the Standing Senate Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs
as well as the latest recommendations from Chief Justice Lamer.

[English]

That bill, Bill C-41, was introduced during the final session of the
40th Parliament and was both studied and reported on by the Senate
committee.

[Translation]

Some of the amendments that were submitted by the Bloc and
discussed in committee were included in Bill C-41.

[English]

However, that bill died with the dissolution of Parliament in
March. Since that time, we have had the Court Martial Appeal Court
ruling, already discussed today, which assessed the process by which
military judges were appointed, currently on a five-year basis, and
we started to deal with that issue with Bill C-16. However, that bill
does not address other important amendments included in Bill C-15,
a bill that aims to reinforce military justice by bringing the National
Defence Act up to date. This is an act that is evergreen, that requires
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constant updating, as many pieces of legislation do, on which the
institutions of our country depend.

We have given careful consideration to the recommendations and
proposed amendments put forward by members of the House, when
Bill C-41 was studied in committee.

[Translation]

Bill C-15 would address various problems regarding military
justice through a series of important amendments to the National
Defence Act.

[English]

First, it would strengthen the administration of military justice by
allowing for the appointment of part-time military judges to serve in
times of large-scale operations and other search periods, thereby
providing flexibility in the courts martial system. We hope this is not
a provision that will be needed soon or often, but it needs to be there
and it is a former chief justice of our country's Supreme Court who
endorses that view.

In addition, it would lower the minimum rank requirement for the
senior member of a court martial panel from colonel to lieutenant
colonel in most cases and reduce the minimum rank of serving panel
members on courts martial of non-commissioned members from
warrant officer to sergeant. This fight simply widens the pool of
those eligible to serve on these panels.

It would also allow for one more non-commissioned officer to
serve on the panel when the accused is a non-commissioned
member, as well as allow for increased participation of non-
commissioned officers, without undermining the requirement for
leadership and experience in the maintenance of discipline. It is the
experience of non-commissioned members, as well as officers, on
which this system depends.

[Translation]

This bill would clearly define the objectives, intent and principles
of sentencing in the military justice system.

[English]

By articulating the purposes of military justice, we would be
giving increased clarity and transparency to all those engaged in its
delivery. This is perhaps the most exciting and compelling aspect of
this bill. The National Defence Act had not previously articulated the
purposes of military justice. They are implicit and known but now
they would be explicit and this would provide Parliament's guidance
to the military judges, officers and Court Martial Appeal Court
justices presiding over courts martial, summary trials and appeals,
just as Parliament has already done for the civilian criminal justice
system in the Criminal Code. Of course, this guidance would
expressly recognize the crucial elements unique to the military
system necessary for it to fulfill its vital function.
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The bill would also introduce a broader range of sentencing
options to help ensure that the punishments handed down by courts
martial or summary trials are appropriate, both in terms of being
appropriate to the offence committed as well as being broadly
comparable to the range and type of sentences available within the
civilian criminal justice system. Criminal justice evolves. Military
justice must reflect the best of the evolution of the civilian criminal
system.

[Translation]

Bill C-15 would also improve how victims are treated by the
military justice system. The bill includes the option of presenting
victim impact statements before courts martial and would give
military judges the authority to order restitution.

® (1320)
[English]

Victim impact statements are very important to the whole justice
system, something that is recognized on the civilian side but which
now needs to be enacted on the military side for us to continue to be
as proud of and confident in that system as we have been to date.

The bill would set an additional limitation period for holding
summary trials, requiring that charges be laid within six months of
an alleged offence being committed, to accompany the existing
requirement that the summary trial be held within one year of the
alleged offence. And, Bill C-15 would legally empower the Court
Martial Appeal Court of Canada to suspend sentences handed down
by courts martial where deemed appropriate.

[Translation]

In addition to resolving issues related to the administration of
military justice, Bill C-15 would strengthen the military police
system by officially establishing the position, duties and responsi-
bilities of the Canadian Forces Provost Marshal, who is the military
police chief, and by speeding up the military police complaint
process and making it more fair.

[English]

The provost marshal, just to be clear, is not yet recognized
officially in the National Defence Act. Mr. Justice Lamer
recommended that he or she be so, and the position would be so
under Bill C-15 when it is enacted.

With respect to addressing grievances in the Canadian Forces,
Bill C-15 would permit the Chief of the Defence Staff to better
delegate his power as the system's final grievance authority, thereby
helping to resolve grievances more swiftly and efficiently in the
interests of better administration and morale.

The bill would also formally change the name of the Canadian
Forces Grievance Board, at its own request, to the military
grievances external review committee to reflect the actual status of
that committee. This would better reflect its independence and
increase the confidence of Canadian Forces members in its
impartiality.

Finally, this bill would improve the existing statutory requirement
for a periodic independent review of selected provisions of the
National Defence Act. It would clearly establish that requirement in

the act itself, setting out both the scope of review and the mandate of
review period which would be adjusted from five to seven years to
ensure the quality and effectiveness of each independent review.

[Translation]

In conclusion, the government recognizes that the changes
proposed in this bill are extensive and, in some cases, complex.
However, it should be noted that, in most cases, the need for these
changes has been recognized for years and most of the proposed
changes have already been addressed and analyzed in committee.

[English]

Our men and women in uniform are counting on us. This
government acknowledges that regular attention and review is
necessary to ensure the continued relevance and effectiveness of any
legal system, military or civilian, and through Bill C-15, we will
ensure that this is the case for military justice in the years to come.

Canadians depend on their government to build and maintain a
justice system that reflects our national values and respects the rule
of law. This government has been given a strong mandate from
Canadians to do that. The House has a mandate to act in this area as
well. I therefore call on the House to support this important effort by
moving this bill forward as quickly as possible.

It may seem to some of us in the House that the measures in the
bill are distant or obscure. Not all of us have had direct contact with
the military justice system, but we all understand that the roughly
100,000 Canadian men and women in uniform, regular force, reserve
force, depend on these measures for their morale, for their discipline,
for the framework of justice, action and order in which they operate
in Canada, and which they take with them abroad when they are
deployed as they have been so often in the history of this country.

We have a responsibility to them, eight years after the Lamer
report, to move forward with these important measures. The
measures in Bill C-15 go well beyond those provided for in Bill
C-16, and will indeed supersede that of the bill we dealt with earlier
today if that bill passes into law earlier.

We hope that we have the support of all members of the House in
moving through an expeditious debate on the bill, efficient
consideration at committee, and early implementation and enactment
of the bill into law.

Mr. Randall Garrison (Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, 1 appreciate the remarks from the hon. parliamentary
secretary. My question involves the review that was done by the hon.
Mr. Justice Lamer submitted in 2003. That review contained some
88 recommendations, a few of which are covered in Bill C-16 and
some in Bill C-15, but it seems the government has substituted its
judgment for Mr. Justice Lamer in omitting some of those.

As well, in his report there were many things in the
recommendations the government could do without legislation,
including increasing resources to the military justice system which
apparently the government has failed to do in that intervening time
period.

Why have there been these omissions of recommendations from
the bill and why has the government not acted on those
recommendations which do not require legislation?
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Mr. Chris Alexander: Mr. Speaker, the government has acted on
many of the recommendations that do not require legislation and we
would be happy to review those in detail with the hon. member and
his party at committee or outside of the House. Within the confines
of an answer to this question, I cannot provide that level of detail.

The vast majority of the recommendations contained in the Lamer
report of 2003 have been translated into legislation in the bill. I think
the member will agree, as many members in his party did in
consideration at committee, that these are the right ones and that not
all were appropriate for translation for inclusion in the bill at this
time.

There are larger issues related to the Military Police Complaints
Commission and the grievance process which are still subject to
policy review, still subject to decisions pending outside of the House,
which we hope to translate into legislation at a subsequent date. But
keep in mind that Justice LeSage is leading another review of the
military justice system, which is due very soon, which will have
recommendations. The House will have a chance to return to these
issues relatively soon because of our delay in implementing the
recommendations from the Lamer report over eight long years.

Hon. John McKay (Scarborough—Guildwood, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, as the hon. member would know, in the many reiterations
of this bill, one of the debates was around the independence of the
police to conduct investigations. The independence of the police is
as important to the rule of law as the independence of the judiciary.

As 1 said earlier, the tension between the independence of the
police and the command structure of the military is what creates
something of a hybrid system for military justice in this country, and
for that matter, in all other countries.

There exists a tension in the military system of justice that does
not exist in the civilian system. Where police would be assumed to
be, both factually and in appearance, independent of supervision
from, say, an authority like a mayor or other political authority in a
military justice system, that is not entirely a warranted assumption.

Hence, my question is with respect to subsection 18.5(3), which
states: “The Vice Chief of the Defence Staff may issue instructions
or guidelines in writing in respect of a particular investigation”.

I would be interested in the government's view with respect to the
ability of the vice chief of the defence staff to actually issue
instructions on a unique and discreet investigation. That does not
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auger well for the independence of the police to pursue an
investigation, where it might take the police.

Does the hon. member have some concern that this particular
section could be both used, but more ominously abused, by senior
brass, for want of a better term, in order to shut down an
investigation?

Mr. Chris Alexander: Mr. Speaker, the government, after long
consideration within the Department of National Defence, and on the
basis of consultations with many, inside and outside of government,
has come to the conclusion that it can be confident that those
measures, mentioned by the member for Scarborough—Guildwood,
are required. Abuse can come in many forms. We rely on the
professionalism of the senior leadership of the Department of
National Defence, and all our public servants, to prevent it. By and
large they do.

I would remind the hon. member, there are also safeguards in the
bill. The number of times that the vice chief of the defence staff has
recourse to this provision is subject to review. This provision itself is
subject to review, as are all the measures governing military justice.
It is currently every five years. We are now proposing every seven
years.

Let us be clear, there are institutions within the Department of
National Defence. The superintendence of military justice is in the
hands of the judge advocate general's office. Investigations and
police work are in the hands of the provost marshal. They have their
own logic and their own autonomy. That is enhanced by the bill,
given that the provost marshals will for the first time be recognized,
and the purposes of those officials' work recognized in the National
Defence Act, thereby strengthening their ability to do their job
without interference.

® (1330)
The Acting Speaker (Mr. Barry Devolin): Given that the time
for government orders for today is about to expire, the hon.

parliamentary secretary will have four minutes remaining in
questions and comments when the House returns to this bill.

In view of the ruling made earlier today, there will be no private
members' business hour today.

Accordingly the House stands adjourned until Monday, November
14, 2011 at 11 a.m. pursuant to Standing Orders 28(2) and 24(1).

(The House adjourned at 1:31 p.m.)
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Ambrose, Hon. Rona, Minister of Public Works and Government
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Anderson, David, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Natural
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ANAIeWS, SCO ... vvni it Newfoundland and
Avalon ...........coooeiiiiii.. Labrador.................. Lib.
Angus, Charlie .........cooiiiiiii Timmins—James Bay .......... Ontario .........oceeenes NDP
ATmMSrong, SCOLE ...ttt Cumberland—Colchester—
Musquodoboit Valley ........... Nova Scotia.............. CPC
Ashfield, Hon. Keith, Minister of Fisheries and Oceans and Minister
for the Atlantic Gateway............cevviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii s Fredericton ...................... New Brunswick.......... CPC
AShton, NIKi....ooooiiiii e Churchill...............cooooll. Manitoba ................. NDP
ASPIN, JAY L.ttt Nipissing—Timiskaming ....... Ontario ........ooeveennnns CPC
Atamanenko, ALEX .......uuiiiiiii i British Columbia Southern
Interior..........coooeviiiiiiiin British Columbia ........ NDP
Aubin, Robert ..... ... Trois-Riviéres ................... Québec ......vviin..... NDP
Ayala, Paulina ... Honoré-Mercier ................. Québec .....oooiiiiiiin NDP
Baird, Hon. John, Minister of Foreign Affairs........................ Ottawa West—Nepean.......... Ontario ................... CPC
Bateman, JOYCe......oovuiiiiiii s Winnipeg South Centre......... Manitoba ................. CPC
Bélanger, Hon. Mauril ..o Ottawa—Vanier ................. Ontario ................... Lib.
Bellavance, André. ..ottt Richmond—Arthabaska ........ Québec ..., BQ
Bennett, Hon. Carolyn...............coooiiiiiiiiiiii St. Paul's.......coooovieiiiint. Ontario ...............e... Lib.
Benoit, Leon.......oouiiiiii i Vegreville—Wainwright ........ Alberta ................... CPC
Benskin, TYrone ........oooiuuiiiiiiii i Jeanne-Le Ber................... Québec .....oooiiiiiiin. NDP
Bernier, Hon. Maxime, Minister of State (Small Business and
TOULISIN) v ettt ettt e e e et e e e e et e e e e eeeaas Beauce........oovviiiiiiiiinnn. Québec .......ooiiinin. CPC
Bevington, Dennis ............ccooiiiiiiiiiii e Western Arctic .................. Northwest Territories .... NDP
Bezan, James ... Selkirk—Interlake............... Manitoba ................. CPC
Blanchette, Denis..........c.c.oviiiiiiiiiiiiiii e Louis-Hébert .................... Québec .........oviinn.... NDP
Blanchette-Lamothe, Lysane..............ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinn... Pierrefonds—Dollard ........... Québec ......oooviiiiiint NDP
Blaney, Hon. Steven, Minister of Veterans Affairs ................... Lévis—Bellechasse ............. Québec .......evvinn.... CPC

Block, Kelly . ..ooonneiii e Saskatoon—Rosetown—Biggar Saskatchewan............ CPC
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Boivin, Frangoise..........c.c.ovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e Gatineau ................oeeennns Québec .........vvinn.... NDP
Borg, Charmaine ............c.coviiiiiiiiiii e Terrebonne—Blainville ......... Québec ......ooviiiiin. NDP
Boughen, Ray ........coiiiiii Palliser..........coocoviiiiiiin Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Boulerice, Alexandre............coooiiiiieiiiiii e Rosemont—La Petite-Patrie.... Québec ................... NDP
Boutin-Sweet, Marjolaine.................oviiiiiiiiiiieiiiieiiens Hochelaga ....................... Québec .....vviiiiiinnn NDP
Brahmi, Tarik..........o i Saint-Jean........................ Québec .......vviii..... NDP
Braid, Peter........oooiiiiii i Kitchener—Waterloo ........... Ontario ................... CPC
Breitkreuz, Garry...........ooooiiiiiiiii i Yorkton—Melville .............. Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Brison, Hon. Scott ........ouiiiiiiii Kings—Hants ................... Nova Scotia.............. Lib.
Brosseau, Ruth Ellen.............ooooiiiiiiii e Berthie—Maskinongé.......... Québec .......ooviiiin. NDP
Brown, Gordon...........ccooiiiiiiiii Leeds—Grenville ............... Ontario ................... CPC
Brown, Lois, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of International
(0701070153714 ) Newmarket—Aurora............ Ontario .........oeeennnn. CPC
Brown, Patrick ... Barrie ...l Ontario ................... CPC
Bruinooge, Rod ... Winnipeg South................. Manitoba ................. CPC
Butt, Brad.......cooi Mississauga—Streetsville....... Ontario ..........ceoeue.. CPC
Byme, Hon. Gerry .......o..oiiiiiiiii e Humber—St. Barbe—Baie Newfoundland and
Verte ....vvveeiiiiiiiiinens Labrador.................. Lib.
Calandra, Paul , Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Canadian
8 (1 (P Oak Ridges—Markham ........ Ontario .......ooovveennnns CPC
Calkins, Blaine ..o Wetaskiwin .............ooooee... Alberta ................... CPC
Cannan, RON..... ..ot Kelowna—ILake Country ....... British Columbia ........ CPC
Carmichael, John ... ... ... .. . Don Valley West................ Ontario ................... CPC
Caron, GUY ....vinttitt e e Rimouski-Neigette—
Témiscouata—Les Basques .... Québec ................... NDP
Carrie, Colin, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Health.... Oshawa .......................... Ontario ................... CPC
(7 T <. L Charlottetown ................... Prince Edward Island Lib.
Cash, ANdrew .........oo i e Davenport .............ooevennnn Ontario ................... NDP
Charlton, Chris .........ooiiiiiiii e Hamilton Mountain ............. Ontario ................... NDP
Chicoine, SyIvain ... Chateauguay—Saint-Constant.. Québec ................... NDP
Chisholm, Robert ............coooiiiiiiiii e Dartmouth—Cole Harbour ..... Nova Scotia.............. NDP
Chisu, COormnelitl......ooinii i e Pickering—Scarborough East.. Ontario ................... CPC
Chong, Hon. Michael .............cooiiiiiiiiiii e Wellington—Halton Hills ...... Ontario ........ooeeeennnns CPC
Choquette, Frangois .........covuiiiiiiiiiiiiii e Drummond ...................... Québec .......evvvnnn.... NDP
Chow, OlIVI& ..ottt e e Trinity—Spadina................ Ontario ........ooeveennnns NDP
Christopherson, David ..........ccooiiiiiiiiii i Hamilton Centre ................ Ontario ................... NDP
Clarke, ROD ..ot e Desnethé—Missinippi—
Churchill River.................. Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Cleary, Ryan.........cooiiiiii e Newfoundland and
St. John's South—Mount Pearl Labrador.................. NDP
Clement, Hon. Tony, President of the Treasury Board and Minister
for the Federal Economic Development Initiative for Northern
(11721 o 1o J P Parry Sound—Muskoka......... Ontario .........ooeeennns CPC
Coderre, HOn. DeNnis ........ovvuuiieiiiiiii i Bourassa.................ool Québec ......oovviiinn Lib.
Comartin, JOE.......oooi i Windsor—Tecumseh............ Ontario ................... NDP
Coté, Raymond........ooouuiiiii i Beauport—Limoilou............. Québec ......ooiiiiiinin. NDP
Cotler, Hon. Irwin..........ooiiiiiiii e Mount Royal .................... Québec .....ooviiiiiiinn. Lib.
Crowder, JEan ........ooiiiiiiiii i Nanaimo—Cowichan ........... British Columbia ........ NDP
Cullen, Nathan .........ooiiiiiiie e Skeena—Bulkley Valley........ British Columbia ........ NDP
Cuzner, ROAEer......oivii i Cape Breton—Canso ........... Nova Scotia.............. Lib.
Daniel, Joe ... ..o Don Valley East................. Ontario ................... CPC
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Davidson, Patricia.........ccoooeeiiiiiii i Sarnia—Lambton ............... Ontario .................. CPC
Davies, DON .....ooiniii Vancouver Kingsway ........... British Columbia ....... NDP
Davies, Libby ......ooiiiiii Vancouver East.................. British Columbia ....... NDP
Day, ANNE-MATIC .....coiutiitit et Charlesbourg—Haute-Saint-
Charles.....................oei Québec .......ceviiinn.... NDP
Dechert, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign
ABTRITS Lo s Mississauga—Erindale.......... Ontario .......ooovveennnns CPC
Del Mastro, Dean, Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime Minister and
to the Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs........................ Peterborough .................... Ontario .........oeeeunnns CPC
Devolin, Barry, The Acting Speaker.............coovieiiiiiiiiinn... Haliburton—Kawartha Lakes—
Brock ... Ontario ..........cc..eene. CPC
Dewar, Paul...........oooiii Ottawa Centre................... Ontario ................... NDP
Dion, Hon. Stéphane, Saint-Laurent—Cartierville.................... Saint-Laurent—Cartierville..... Québec ........eviiinn.... Lib.
Dionne Labelle, Pierre ...........coooviiiiiiiiiiii e Riviére-du-Nord................. Québec .......vvvinn.... NDP
Donnelly, Fin.......ooooiii New Westminster—Coquitlam . British Columbia ........ NDP
Doré Lefebvre, Rosane ..............ooiiiiiiiiiiii e Alfred-Pellan .................... Québec ......cvvvin..... NDP
Dreeshen, Earl....... ... i RedDeer .............ccvvnnnnn. Alberta ................... CPC
Dubé, Matthew .........ooooiiiiiii e Chambly—Borduas.............. Québec ..., NDP
Duncan, Hon. John, Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern
Development. ......oouuuieii e Vancouver Island North ........ British Columbia ........ CPC
Duncan, Kirsty ........ooiiiiii Etobicoke North................. Ontario ........ooeeeennnns Lib.
Duncan, Linda............oo i Edmonton—Strathcona.......... Alberta ................... NDP
Dusseault, Pierre-Luc .........cooiiiiiiii Sherbrooke ...................... Québec ..., NDP
Dykstra, Rick, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Citizenship
and Immigration ..........ooouiiiiiii i e St. Catharines ................... Ontario .........oceeeunnes CPC
Easter, Hon. Wayne ... Malpeque ......cooovviiiinnn... Prince Edward Island Lib.
Eyking, Hon. Mark ... Sydney—Victoria ............... Nova Scotia.............. Lib.
Fantino, Hon. Julian, Associate Minister of National Defence ...... Vaughan ........................ Ontario ...........coo..... CPC
Fast, Hon. Ed, Minister of International Trade and Minister for the
Asia-Pacific Gateway ...........coiiiiiiiiiiiii e Abbotsford ....................lL British Columbia ........ CPC
Findlay, Kerry-Lynne D., Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
JUSHCE - .ot Delta—Richmond East ......... British Columbia ........ CPC
Finley, Hon. Diane, Minister of Human Resources and Skills
Development. ......oouuieei e Haldimand—Norfolk ........... Ontario ........ooeeeennnns CPC
Flaherty, Hon. Jim, Minister of Finance............................... Whitby—Oshawa ............... Ontario ........ooeeeennnns CPC
Fletcher, Hon. Steven, Minister of State (Transport) ................. Charleswood—St. James—
Assiniboia ...l Manitoba ................. CPC
Foote, Judy .....ooii Newfoundland and
Random—Burin—St. George's Labrador.................. Lib.
Fortin, Jean-Frangois..............oooiiiiiiiiii i, Haute-Gaspésie—La Mitis—
Matane—Matapédia ............ Québec ..........oonnnnn BQ
Freeman, Myl€ne. ..o Argenteuil—Papineau—
Mirabel ...l Québec ......cvviii..... NDP
Fry, Hon. Hedy .......coooiiiiii Vancouver Centre ............... British Columbia ........ Lib.
Galipeau, Royal .........c.oooiiiiiiiii Ottawa—Orléans................ Ontario ...........c.o.e.n. CPC
Gallant, Cheryl ........oooiiii e Renfrew—Nipissing—
Pembroke......................L Ontario ..........ccoueenn. CPC
Garneau, Marc...........oouuuuuiie i Westmount—Ville-Marie ....... Québec ..., Lib.
Garrison, Randall................o Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca ...... British Columbia ........ NDP
Genest, Réjean ..........c.oooiiiiiiiiiii i Shefford ...............cooeiit. Québec ......ooiuiiiiin. NDP
Genest-Jourdain, Jonathan ... Manicouagan .................... Québec ......ooiiiiinnn. NDP
Giguere, Alain........ooiiiii e Marc-Aurele-Fortin ............. Québec .....ovviiiinnn.. NDP
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Gill, Parmi.......ooo e Brampton—Springdale ......... Ontario .........oceeeunes CPC
Glover, Shelly, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Finance. Saint Boniface................... Manitoba ................. CPC
GOdIN, YVON .ottt Acadie—Bathurst ............... New Brunswick.......... NDP
Goguen, Robert, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice Moncton—Riverview—Dieppe New Brunswick.......... CPC
Goldring, Peter ........ooiuuiiiii i Edmonton East.................. Alberta ................... CPC
Goodale, Hon. Ralph ... Wascana ......................... Saskatchewan ............ Lib.
Goodyear, Hon. Gary, Minister of State (Science and Technology)

(Federal Economic Development Agency for Southern Ontario) .. Cambridge....................... Ontario ................... CPC
Gosal, Hon. Bal, Minister of State (Sport) ...........c.ccovviiieen. Bramalea—Gore—Malton...... Ontario ................... CPC
Gourde, Jacques, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public

Works and Government Services, for Official Languages and for Lotbiniére—Chutes-de-la-

the Economic Development Agency for the Regions of Quebec.. Chaudiére........................ Québec .....oovvinnnn... CPC
Gravelle, Claude ... e Nickel Belt ...................... Ontario ................... NDP
Grewal, NINQ .......ooiiiiii el Fleetwood—Port Kells ......... British Columbia ........ CPC
Groguhé, Sadia.........oouuiiiiiii i Saint-Lambert ................... Québec .....ovviiiiiinnn NDP
Harper, Right Hon. Stephen, Prime Minister.......................... Calgary Southwest.............. Alberta ................... CPC
Harris, Dan ......oooiiii Scarborough Southwest......... Ontario .........oeeeennns NDP
Harris, Jack .. ... Newfoundland and

St. John's East................... Labrador.................. NDP
Harris, Richard ........... .o Cariboo—Prince George ....... British Columbia ........ CPC
Hassainia, Sana............ooooiiiiiiiii Verchéres—Les Patriotes ....... Québec .........oeinn... NDP
Hawn, Hon. Laurie. ..., Edmonton Centre ............... Alberta ................... CPC
Hayes, Bryan ... Sault Ste. Marie................. Ontario ........coeeeennnns CPC
Hiebert, RUSS .....oooueiiii South Surrey—White Rock—

Cloverdale ....................... British Columbia ........ CPC
Hillyer, Jim ... Lethbridge ...............cooueen. Alberta ................... CPC
Hoback, Randy ... Prince Albert .................... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Hoeppner, Candice, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public

2 2 Portage—Lisgar................. Manitoba ................. CPC
Holder, Ed ......coooiiiii e London West .................... Ontario ................... CPC
Hsu, Ted ..o Kingston and the Islands....... Ontario ................... Lib.
Hughes, Carol ....... ..o Algoma—Manitoulin—

Kapuskasing..................... Ontario ................... NDP
Hyer, BIuCe. .. ottt e Thunder Bay—Superior North. Ontario ................... NDP
Jacob, Pierre .. . oo Brome—M issisquoi............. Québec ..., NDP
James, ROXanne ...........coooiiiiii i Scarborough Centre............. Ontario ................... CPC
Jean, Brian. ... ... i Fort McMurray—Athabasca ... Alberta ................... CPC
Julian, Peter.......ooouuiiiii i Burnaby—New Westminster ... British Columbia ........ NDP
Kamp, Randy, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Fisheries Pitt Meadows—Maple Ridge—

and Oceans and for the Asia-Pacific Gateway ...................... MiSSION ...vvveeiiieeiiie e British Columbia ........ CPC
Karygiannis, Hon. Jim.............oooiiiiiiiiiiii e, Scarborough—Agincourt ....... Ontario ........ooeeeennnn. Lib.
Keddy, Gerald, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Interna-

tional Trade, for the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency and for

the Atlantic GateWaY .......covvrieeiiteeiieeiiieeeiieeeanaeenns South Shore—St. Margaret's ... Nova Scotia.............. CPC
Kellway, Matthew ..........ooiiiiiiiii e Beaches—East York ............ Ontario ................... NDP
Kenney, Hon. Jason, Minister of Citizenship, Immigration and

Multiculturalism ..........coooiiiii Calgary Southeast............... Alberta ................... CPC
Kent, Hon. Peter, Minister of the Environment....................... Thorhill......................... Ontario ................... CPC
Kerr, Greg ...ooviiiiii e West Nova..........cooeeeivnnnn. Nova Scotia.............. CPC
Komarnicki, Ed....... ... Souris—Moose Mountain ...... Saskatchewan ............ CPC

Kramp, Daryl.... ..o Prince Edward—Hastings ...... Ontario .........oceeeunnes CPC
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Lake, Mike, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Industry ... Edmonton—Mill Woods—

Beaumont......................L Alberta ..................
LamoureuxX, Kevin ..........ooiiiiiiiiii e Winnipeg North................. Manitoba ................
Lapointe, Frangois ..............c.ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii s Montmagny—L'Islet—

Kamouraska—Riviere-du-Loup Québec ..................
Larose, Jean-Frangois ............ooiiiiiiiiiinee i, Repentigny ..............ooee. Québec .........oeenn.nn.
Latendresse, Alexandrine ..............ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiean... Louis-Saint-Laurent............. Québec ........ooinn..
Lauzon, GUY......ouiritiiiiii i Stormont—Dundas—South

Glengarry ........oovviiieainnn. Ontario ..........ceeennn.
Laverdiere, HEIENE ..........oooiiiiiiiii e Laurier—Sainte-Marie ........... Québec ........ovvennnn.
Lebel, Hon. Denis, Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and

Communities and Minister of the Economic Development Agency

of Canada for the Regions of Quebec ............c.oooeeviiiiiinin. Roberval—Lac-Saint-Jean...... Québec ........vvvnn....
LeBlanc, Hon. Dominic ..........cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiineenn. Beauséjour...............ooel New Brunswick.........
LeBlanc, HEIne. ... ...l LaSalle—Emard................. Québec ..........oon..
Leef, Ryan ......oooiiiiii e Yukon.......oooooviiiiiiiiil Yukon ...................
Leitch, Kellie, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Human

Resources and Skills Development and to the Minister of Labour Simcoe—Grey .................. Ontario ..................
Lemieux, Pierre, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of

AGEICUITUIC . ..o e Glengarry—Prescott—Russell . Ontario ..................
Leslie, MEGan .......oiiineii i Halifax.............ooooiiis Nova Scotia.............
Leung, Chungsen, Parliamentary Secretary for Multiculturalism .... Willowdale ...................... Ontario .........o.ceeenen.
Liu, Laurin. .. ...ooooe e Riviére-des-Mille-iles........... Québec ...........e..un
Lizon, Wladyslaw ..........cooiiiiiii i Mississauga East—Cooksville . Ontario ..................
Lobb, BEN ..o Huron—DBruce................... Ontario ..................
Lukiwski, Tom, Parliamentary Secretary to the Leader of the Regina—Lumsden—Lake

Government in the House of Commons ...............ccoviueeanan. Centre....oovvveviiiiiiieeans Saskatchewan ...........
Lunney, James.........oooiiiiiiii Nanaimo—Albemi.............. British Columbia .......
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence ..........c.oooeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii .. Cardigan..............coooeeeinnns Prince Edward Island....
MacKay, Hon. Peter, Minister of National Defence .................. Central Nova .................... Nova Scotia.............
MacKenzie, Dave ..ot Oxford ........coovviiiiiiiii, Ontario ..................
Mai, HOANG . ...t Brossard—La Prairie ........... Québec ..........oo..l.
Marston, Wayne ..........ooouiiuiiitiiiii i Hamilton East—Stoney Creek . Ontario ..................
Martin, Pat.......oooiii Winnipeg Centre ................ Manitoba ................
Masse, Brian..........oooiiiiiii e Windsor West ................... Ontario ..................
Mathyssen, Irene ...........oooiiiiiii London—Fanshawe............. Ontario ..................
May, Elizabeth ...... ..o Saanich—Gulf Islands.......... British Columbia .......
Mayes, COIN ...ooeineiii e Okanagan—Shuswap ........... British Columbia .......
McCallum, Hon. John ... Markham—Unionville.......... Ontario ..................
McColeman, Phil........... e Brant..............ooooiiiiinnn. Ontario ..................
McGuinty, David........c.ooviiiiiiii Ottawa South.................... Ontario ..................
McKay, Hon. John ..........ooooiiiiiii e Scarborough—Guildwood...... Ontario ..................
McLeod, Cathy, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of National Kamloops—Thompson—

REVENUE . ...t Cariboo .....veiiii British Columbia .......
Menegakis, COStAS ....uuutreiitee ettt e e et e eeieeeaieeeaas Richmond Hill .................. Ontario ..................
Menzies, Hon. Ted, Minister of State (Finance) ...................... Macleod ...l Alberta ..................
Merrifield, Hon. Rob ... Yellowhead ...................... Alberta ..................
Michaud, BIaine ...............ccoouiiiiiiiiiia e Portneuf—Jacques-Cartier-...... Québec .........oeenee.
Miller, Larry . ....oooueiiii i Bruce—Grey—Owen Sound... Ontario ..................

Moore, ChIIStINe ........uiiutiitii i Abitibi—Témiscamingue........ Québec .....ooviniiinin

CPC
Lib.

NDP
NDP
NDP

CPC
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Moore, Hon. James, Minister of Canadian Heritage and Official Port Moody—Westwood—Port

LangUAZES. ..ottt e Coquitlam ....................... British Columbia ........ CPC
Moore, Hon. RObD .....ooviiiiii e Fundy Royal .................... New Brunswick.......... CPC
Morin, Dany .......oouuiieiit i Chicoutimi—Le Fjord .......... Québec .....ooviniiiinnnn NDP
Morin, Isabelle ... Notre-Dame-de-Grace—

Lachine ......................... Québec ........oevennnnn NDP
Morin, Marc-André ... . ... Laurentides—Labelle ........... Québec .....vviiiiiinnnn NDP
Morin, Marie-Claude..........ooviriiiiiiei e Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot ........ Québec ......oovuiiiinnnn NDP
Mourani, Maria.........oo.uuueiiieeeiiiiiiii e Ahuntsic ......................... Québec .....ovviiiiiinnn BQ
Mulcair, ThOmas ...t Outremont ...........ccoeeeee.... Québec .......vviii..... NDP
MUITAY, JOYCE ..ot Vancouver Quadra .............. British Columbia ........ Lib.
Nantel, PIeTre .......oouiiiii i Longueuil—Pierre-Boucher .... Québec ................... NDP
Nash, Peggy ... Parkdale—High Park ........... Ontario .........oeeennns NDP
Nicholls, Jamie ... Vaudreuil-Soulanges ............ Québec ......oovniiiinnnn NDP
Nicholson, Hon. Rob, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of

Canada ..o Niagara Falls .................... Ontario ...........c.o.een. CPC
Norlock, Rick ......oooiiiii Northumberland—Quinte West Ontario ................... CPC
Nunez-Melo, JOSE ......ooiiiiiii e Laval............oooviiinnn.. Québec .......evvinn.... NDP
O'Connor, Hon. Gordon, Minister of State and Chief Government

WHID o Carleton—Mississippi Mills.... Ontario ................... CPC
O'Neill Gordon, Tilly .......oooeiiiiiii i Miramichi ... New Brunswick.......... CPC
Obhrai, Deepak, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign

N Calgary East..................... Alberta ................... CPC
Oda, Hon. Bev, Minister of International Cooperation ............... Durham .......................... Ontario ................... CPC
Oliver, Hon. Joe, Minister of Natural Resources ..................... Eglinton—Lawrence ............ Ontario ................... CPC
Opitz, Ted ...oveii Etobicoke Centre................ Ontario ................... CPC
Pacetti, MasSimO .......ooiiutiiitte i Saint-Léonard—Saint-Michel .. Québec ................... Lib.
Papillon, Annick ... Québec........covviiiiiiiiiin Québec .........vvinn.... NDP
Paradis, Hon. Christian, Minister of Industry and Minister of State )

(AGLICUITUIE) ...ttt e e s Mégantic—L'Erable............. Québec .....vviiiiiinn CPC
Patry, Claude .......ccoviiii i Jonquiére—Alma ............... Québec .....ovviiiiiinn NDP
Payne, LaVar ... Medicine Hat.................... Alberta ................... CPC
PEClet, BV ... La Pointe-de-Ifle................ Québec ........vvinn.... NDP
Penashue, Hon. Peter, Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs and Newfoundland and

President of the Queen's Privy Council for Canada ................ Labrador..............ccoeeene Labrador.................. CPC
Perreault, Manon ..........ooooiiiiiiii i Montcalm........................ Québec .......vviii..... NDP
Pilon, Frangois .........ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii Laval—Les fles ................. Québec .......eviii..... NDP
Plamondon, Louis........covuviiiii i Bas-Richelieu—Nicolet—

Bécancour ....................... Québec .....coooeeiiil BQ
Poilievre, Pierre, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of

Transport, Infrastructure and Communities and for the Federal

Economic Development Agency for Southern Ontario............. Nepean—Carleton .............. Ontario ................... CPC
Preston, JOE . ...ooiii it Elgin—Middlesex—London ... Ontario ................... CPC
Quach, Anne Minh-Thu ..................... i, Beauharnois—Salaberry ........ Québec ................... NDP
Rae, Hon. Bob ... ... Toronto Centre .................. Ontario ................... Lib.
Rafferty, John....... ..o Thunder Bay—Rainy River.... Ontario ................... NDP
Raitt, Hon. Lisa, Minister of Labour .................................. Halton ........................... Ontario ................... CPC
Rajotte, James .........ooiiiiiii Edmonton—Leduc.............. Alberta ...........c..o.uel CPC
Rathgeber, Brent ....... ... Edmonton—St. Albert.......... Alberta ................... CPC
Ravignat, Mathieu..............ooooiiiiiiii Pontiac.........coooviiiiiiinn.. Québec ................... NDP

Raynault, Francine .............coooviiiiiiiiiii i Joliette ......ccooeviiiiiil Québec ..., NDP



Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Regan, Hon. Geoff....... ..o Halifax West .................... Nova Scotia.............. Lib.
Reid, Scott. .. ..o Lanark—Frontenac—Lennox
and Addington .................. Ontario ................... CPC
Rempel, Michelle, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of the
Environment .........o.uieiiiiiiii e Calgary Centre-North........... Alberta ................... CPC
Richards, Blake. ... Wild Rose ....cooovvvviiiiiiinn. Alberta ................... CPC
Richardson, Lee .......c.uviiiiniiiiii e Calgary Centre .................. Alberta ................... CPC
Rickford, Greg, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development, for the Canadian
Northern Economic Development Agency and for the Federal
Economic Development Initiative for Northern Ontario............ Kenora.........oooooeviiiiiai. Ontario .........oceeenes CPC
Ritz, Hon. Gerry, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food and
Minister for the Canadian Wheat Board............................. Battlefords—Lloydminster ..... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Rousseau, Jean ..........coooiiiiiiii Compton—Stanstead ........... Québec ..., NDP
Saganash, ROMEO ..........cooiiiiiiiiii e Abitibi—Baie-James—Nunavik
—Eeyou .....ooiiiiiii Québec .......ovvvennnnn. NDP
Sandhu, Jasbir .......ooooiiiiii Surrey North .................... British Columbia ........ NDP
Savoie, Denise, The Deputy Speaker..............c.ooivviiiiiiiannn Victoria .....ooovvviiiniinnnnnn. British Columbia ........ NDP
Saxton, Andrew, Parliamentary Secretary to the President of the
Treasury Board and for Western Economic Diversification ........ North Vancouver................ British Columbia ........ CPC
Scarpaleggia, Francis .............ooviiiiiiiiiiiii it Lac-Saint-Louis ................. Québec .....ooviiiiiinnnn Lib.
Scheer, Hon. Andrew, Speaker of the House of Commons.......... Regina—Qu'Appelle............ Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Schellenberger, Gary ........oc.eeeeeiieeiieeeiieeeiieeaaiaeeanns Perth—Wellington .............. Ontario ........ooeveennnns CPC
Seeback, Kyle ......oooiiiiiii i Brampton West.................. Ontario ........coeeeennnns CPC
Sellah, Djaouida. .........ooviiniiiii e Saint-Bruno—Saint-Hubert..... Québec .....ooviiiiiinn NDP
Sgro, Hon. Judy ........oooiiiiiii York West .......cccoceviiiniin. Ontario ................... Lib.
Shea, Hon. Gail, Minister of National Revenue ...................... Egmont .................l Prince Edward Island.... CPC
Shipley, Bev ... Lambton—Kent—Middlesex... Ontario ................... CPC
Shory, Devinder ..........ooviniiiii i Calgary Northeast............... Alberta ...........o..o.eel CPC
SIMIMS, SCOtE .ttt e Bonavista—Gander—Grand Newfoundland and
Falls—Windsor.................. Labrador.................. Lib.
Sims, Jinny Jogindera..............coiiiiiiiiiii i Newton—North Delta .......... British Columbia ........ NDP
Sitsabaiesan, Rathika................ooooiiiii Scarborough—Rouge River.... Ontario ................... NDP
Smith, JOY ..o Kildonan—St. Paul ............. Manitoba ................. CPC
Sopuck, RObert ......oouiiiii i Dauphin—Swan River—
Marquette..........coeveinnen.n. Manitoba ................. CPC
Sorenson, Kevin...........oooiiiiiiii i Crowfoot ..........ccoovvviinnnn. Alberta ................... CPC
St-Denis, LiSe .....ceeiuuiitiiteei e Saint-Maurice—Champlain..... Québec ......ooiiiiiinn. NDP
Stanton, Bruce, The Acting Speaker...............coooiiiiiiiiiiin. Simcoe North ................... Ontario ........ooeeeennnns CPC
Stewart, Kennedy ..........oooiiiiiiiiiiiiii Burnaby—Douglas.............. British Columbia ........ NDP
Stoffer, Peter. ... ..ooooiiiiii Sackville—Eastern Shore ...... Nova Scotia.............. NDP
Storseth, Brian.............oooiiiiiiiiiiiiii Westlock—St. Paul ............. Alberta ................... CPC
Strahl, Mark ... Chilliwack—Fraser Canyon .... British Columbia ........ CPC
Sullivan, MIKe.......coooiiiiii York South—Weston ........... Ontario ................... NDP
Sweet, David ... Ancaster—Dundas—
Flamborough—Westdale ....... Ontario ................... CPC
Thibeault, GIenn ...........oouuiii e Sudbury..........cooooiiinl. Ontario ................... NDP
Tilson, David ... Dufferin—Caledon.............. Ontario ................... CPC
Toet, LAWIENCE . ...oott ittt Elmwood—Transcona .......... Manitoba ................. CPC
Toews, Hon. Vic, Minister of Public Safety .......................... Provencher ...................... Manitoba ................. CPC
Toone, Philip ........oiii e Gaspésie—Iles-de-la-Madeleine Québec ................... NDP
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Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Tremblay, Jonathan................oiiiiii Montmorency—Charlevoix—

Haute-Cote-Nord................ Québec ..., NDP
Trost, Brad..... ... Saskatoon—Humboldt.......... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Trottier, Bernard............. . oo Etobicoke—Lakeshore.......... Ontario ................... CPC
Trudeau, JUSHIN ......oii e Papineau..................oollL Québec .......ooviiinn Lib.
Truppe, Susan, Parliamentary Secretary for Status of Women....... London North Centre........... Ontario ................... CPC
Turmel, NYCOle......oeii i e Hull—Aylmer ................... Québec .....ooviiiiiiiint NDP
Tweed, MerV ...ooooiiiiii e Brandon—Souris................ Manitoba ................. CPC
Uppal, Hon. Tim, Minister of State (Democratic Reform)........... Edmonton—Sherwood Park.... Alberta ................... CPC
Valcourt, Hon. Bernard, Minister of State (Atlantic Canada

Opportunities Agency) (La Francophonie) .......................... Madawaska—Restigouche ..... New Brunswick.......... CPC
Valeriote, Frank ... Guelph........ooooiiiii, Ontario .........oeeeunnes Lib.
Van Kesteren, Dave ........coooooiiiiiiiiiiii Chatham-Kent—Essex.......... Ontario ................... CPC
Van Loan, Hon. Peter, Leader of the Government in the House of

(0703 1971410 s -3 York—Simcoe................... Ontario .........ooeeennns CPC
Vellacott, MauriCe ........uvvietie ettt eeiiieeen s Saskatoon—Wanuskewin....... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Wallace, MIKe ....oouuuiiii i Burlington .....................L Ontario ........coeeeennnes CPC
Warawa, Mark...... ..o Langley .......ccoooeeeiiiaa. British Columbia ........ CPC
Warkentin, Chris ... Peace River...................... Alberta ................... CPC
Watson, Jeff ... oo ESSEX..uiiiiiiiiiiiiin Ontario ................... CPC
Weston, JoOhn ... West Vancouver—Sunshine

Coast—Sea to Sky Country.... British Columbia ........ CPC
Weston, Rodney ........oooiiiiiiii Saint John ....................... New Brunswick.......... CPC
Wilks, David .....oooniiiii Kootenay—Columbia........... British Columbia ........ CPC
Williamson, JOhn ... New Brunswick Southwest..... New Brunswick.......... CPC
Wong, Hon. Alice, Minister of State (Seniors) ....................... Richmond ....................... British Columbia ........ CPC
Woodworth, Stephen...........cooviiiiiiiiiiii i Kitchener Centre ................ Ontario ................... CPC
Yelich, Hon. Lynne, Minister of State (Western Economic Diversi-

FICALION) ...ttt Blackstrap ...........cooooinn Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Young, TEIrENCe .. ..uueeeeitte e Oakville.........oooeeviiiiii, Ontario ........ooeeeennnns CPC
Young, Wal .....ooeiniiiii i Vancouver South................ British Columbia ........ CPC
Zimmer, Bob ... Prince George—Peace River... British Columbia ........ CPC
VACANCY oottt e e e Toronto—Danforth.............. Ontario ........ooeveennnns

N.B.: Under Political Affiliation: Lib. - Liberal; CPC - Conservative; BQ - Bloc Quebecois; NDP - New Democratic Party; GP
- Green Party; Ind. - Independent
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Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
ALBERTA (28)
Ablonczy, Hon. Diane, Minister of State of Foreign Affairs (Americas and Consular

ATTAITS) e Calgary—Nose Hill........................ CPC
Ambrose, Hon. Rona, Minister of Public Works and Government Services and

Minister for Status of Women .............ooiiiiiiiiiiiiii i Edmonton—Spruce Grove ................ CPC
Anders, ROD......ou Calgary West .........cooceviiiiiiin.. CPC
Benoit, Leomn .....o.uiiii e Vegreville—Wainwright ................... CPC
Calkins, BIaine. . .......cooiiiiii i Wetaskiwin ..............oooiiiiiiiinnn.... CPC
Dreeshen, Earl ... ... RedDeer ... ... CPC
Duncan, Linda ..... ... Edmonton—Strathcona .................... NDP
GOldring, Peter. ... .oiiit i e e Edmonton East............................. CPC
Harper, Right Hon. Stephen, Prime Minister..............c.oovviiiiiiiiiiiieeiinnnnnn. Calgary Southwest ...............coeeenn CPC
Hawn, Hon. Laurie ........oo oo Edmonton Centre .......................... CPC
Hillyer, JIm. ..o Lethbridge ...........coooiiiiiiit. CPC
Jean, Brian ... Fort McMurray—Athabasca .............. CPC
Kenney, Hon. Jason, Minister of Citizenship, Immigration and Multiculturalism .... Calgary Southeast.......................... CPC
Lake, Mike, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Industry ...................... Edmonton—Mill Woods—Beaumont .... CPC
Menzies, Hon. Ted, Minister of State (Finance)...............ccovvviiiiiiiiiiiinnnn.... Macleod ........ooviiiiiiiii CPC
Merrifield, Hon. ROD ....oooonii i Yellowhead ............cooiviiiiiiiiinnn, CPC
Obhrai, Deepak, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs ......... Calgary East..........cooooviiiiiiit. CPC
Payne, LaVar. ... ...ooiiiiiiii i e Medicine Hat........................... CPC
RaJotte, JAMES. . ..\ttt e Edmonton—Leduc ......................... CPC
Rathgeber, Brent...... ... Edmonton—St. Albert..................... CPC
Rempel, Michelle, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of the Environment ..... Calgary Centre-North...................... CPC
Richards, BlaKe ... . ... WildRose ... CPC
Richardson, Lee.......counuuiiii i Calgary Centre .........cooveeeiinieannnns CPC
Shory, DeVINAET. .. ..uutii s Calgary Northeast..................ooiiiie CPC
Sorenson, KeVIN ....oouuuiii s Crowfoot. ....cooviiiii i CPC
Storseth, Brian ...ttt Westlock—St. Paul ........................ CPC
Uppal, Hon. Tim, Minister of State (Democratic Reform) ............................. Edmonton—Sherwood Park............... CPC
Warkentin, CRIiS .. .....oooiiiiit e Peace River...............cooiiiiiiiiiii. CPC
BRITISH COLUMBIA (36)
ALDAS, DN . ... Okanagan—Coquihalla .................... CPC
AtamanenKo, ALCX ..........uiiiiiiiiii i British Columbia Southern Interior....... NDP
Cannan, Ron ... Kelowna—Lake Country .................. CPC
CrowWder, JEan .. .....coooiii i e Nanaimo—Cowichan ...................... NDP
Cullen, Nathan ........ooiii e Skeena—Bulkley Valley................... NDP
Davies, DOM . ... Vancouver Kingsway ...................... NDP
DaViEs, LiDDY ..ttt e Vancouver East................oooooiiiiil NDP
Donnelly, Fin . ....ooi e e New Westminster—Coquitlam ............ NDP
Duncan, Hon. John, Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development ..... Vancouver Island North ................... CPC
Fast, Hon. Ed, Minister of International Trade and Minister for the Asia-Pacific

(05211 N Abbotsford. ... CPC

Findlay, Kerry-Lynne D., Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice......... Delta—Richmond East .................... CPC
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Fry, Hon. Hedy ..o Vancouver Centre ............ceeevuuveennnn. Lib.
Garrison, Randall ....... ..o Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca ................. NDP
Grewal, NINQ .. ....ooooiiii e e Fleetwood—Port Kells .................... CPC
Harris, RIChard. ... ....oooiiiiii e i Cariboo—Prince George .................. CPC
HIebert, RUSS. ...ttt South Surrey—White Rock—Cloverdale CPC
JUlIAN, Peter .. oo i Burnaby—New Westminster .............. NDP
Kamp, Randy, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans and

for the Asia-Pacific Gateway ...........c.ooiiiiiiiiiii i Pitt Meadows—Maple Ridge—Mission.. CPC
LUNNEY, JAMES .. ..ttt ettt et e ettt e e e Nanaimo—Alberni......................... CPC
May, Elizabeth . ... e Saanich—Gulf Islands ..................... GP
A 7 TR 1 ) o Okanagan—Shuswap ...................... CPC
McLeod, Cathy, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of National Revenue....... Kamloops—Thompson—Cariboo......... CPC
Moore, Hon. James, Minister of Canadian Heritage and Official Languages......... Port Moody—Westwood—Port

Coquitlam ...........ooooiiiiiiii CPC

MUITAY, JOYCE . ettt ettt e e e e Vancouver Quadra ......................... Lib.
Sandhu, Jashir ... ... Surrey North ........c.ooviiiiiiiiiiin... NDP
Savoie, Denise, The Deputy Speaker .........ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i, 4 (&7} o - NDP
Saxton, Andrew, Parliamentary Secretary to the President of the Treasury Board and

for Western Economic Diversification.............c.oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieann. North Vancouver...............ccoooveeen. CPC
Sims, Jinny JOGINACTA . ...ouuiiii et e Newton—North Delta ..................... NDP
Stewart, Kennedy .........ooiiiiiii i e Burnaby—Douglas......................... NDP
Strahl, Mark. ... .o Chilliwack—Fraser Canyon............... CPC
Warawa, Mark . ... Langley ....ooovviveiiiiiiiii s CPC
WeSton, JONN. ... .o West Vancouver—Sunshine Coast—Sea

to Sky Country.......ooevvvniiiiinninannn. CPC

WILKS, David .. ..o Kootenay—Columbia...................... CPC
Wong, Hon. Alice, Minister of State (Seniors) ...........ccovvvrveeiiiiieeinieeinnnnnn. Richmond................cooiiiiintl. CPC
YOUNG, Wal. ..ottt et e e e e et e e e e Vancouver South ........................... CPC
Zimmer, Bob . ... Prince George—Peace River.............. CPC
MANITOBA (14)
AShton, NIKI ... Churchill.................oii NDP
Bateman, JOYCE ... ..oiit e Winnipeg South Centre.................... CPC
Bezan, James. ... ... e Selkirk—Interlake.......................... CPC
Bruinooge, Rod ..o Winnipeg South ... CPC
Fletcher, Hon. Steven, Minister of State (Transport).............cooviieiiiiiiainn... Charleswood—St. James—Assiniboia.... CPC
Glover, Shelly, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Finance ................... Saint Boniface................ooooil. CPC
Hoeppner, Candice, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public Safety........ Portage—Lisgar..............ooevveennn... CPC
Lamoureux, Kevin........ooiiiiiii i e e e Winnipeg North ................coooenel. Lib.
Marting Pat ... e Winnipeg Centre ..........ccovevvveennnn... NDP
SIMIth, JOY ..o s Kildonan—St. Paul ........................ CPC
Sopuck, RODEIT . ...o.ui Dauphin—Swan River—Marquette....... CPC
B LTS A 7 S Lo Elmwood—Transcona ..................... CPC
Toews, Hon. Vic, Minister of Public Safety ..., Provencher..........................l CPC
TWEEd, VIV ... e Brandon—Souris................ooool CPC

NEW BRUNSWICK (10)

ALLET, MIKE ..o Tobique—Mactaquac ...................... CPC

Ashfield, Hon. Keith, Minister of Fisheries and Oceans and Minister for the Atlantic
GAIEWAY -+ v et nttte ettt e ettt ettt e ettt ettt e et e e e e e Fredericton .............ccooiiiiiiiiii CPC
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GOdIN, YVOI ..t e Acadie—Bathurst .......................... NDP
Goguen, Robert, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice................... Moncton—Riverview—Dieppe ........... CPC
LeBlanc, HOn. DOMINIC . ...o.uuueeitit i Beauséjour.........oooiiiiiiiiii Lib.
Moore, Hon. Rob ... Fundy Royal ..., CPC
O'Neill Gordon, Tilly . .....ovieetie e e e e e e eaeeaas Miramichi..............oooiiiiiiiiiii . CPC
Valcourt, Hon. Bernard, Minister of State (Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency)

(La FranCophonie) ............eeiiuiiiii e Madawaska—Restigouche................. CPC

Weston, ROANEY .....ooniiiii i Saint John ... CPC
Williamson, JONN ... New Brunswick Southwest................ CPC
NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR (7)
ANAIEWS, SCOML. ..ottt et Avalon ... Lib.
Bymme, HOn. GeITY ...o.nveiii e Humber—St. Barbe—Baie Verte ......... Lib.
Cleary, RYAn ......uiiiit e e e e e e e e e St. John's South—Mount Pearl ........... NDP
FOOte, JUAY .. ot e Random—Burin—St. George's ........... Lib.
HarTis, JACK . ... St. John's East.............................. NDP
Penashue, Hon. Peter, Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs and President of the

Queen's Privy Council for Canada .............ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e Labrador.........ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiii, CPC

SIMMS, SCOtt. ... e Bonavista—Gander—Grand Falls—
WiIndsor.....oooeeiiiiiiiii Lib.
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES (1)
Bevington, DEnmis ..........oooiuuiti e Western Arctic .........ovvueeviininieannnn. NDP
NOVA SCOTIA (11)
ATmMStrong, SCOLE......ooiii i Cumberland—Colchester—
Musquodoboit Valley ...................... CPC
Brison, HOn. SCott......ooiiuii e Kings—Hants ... Lib.
Chisholm, RODEIt .. ....oo i Dartmouth—Cole Harbour ................ NDP
Cuzner, ROAEET ... oo e Cape Breton—Canso ...................... Lib.
Eyking, Hon. Mark..... ..o Sydney—Victoria ..........ccoooveeinn... Lib.
Keddy, Gerald, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of International Trade, for the

Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency and for the Atlantic Gateway............... South Shore—St. Margaret's .............. CPC
S5 5 T 1 West Nova....oooovviiiiiiiie i CPC
1T T 1 (<7 1 Halifax ... NDP
MacKay, Hon. Peter, Minister of National Defence .....................coooiine. Central Nova ..........ccoovvvviiiiiiiiinnn, CPC
Regan, Hon. Geoff ..o e Halifax West...............ooiiiiiiiiii.. Lib.
StOfTer, Peter ..o Sackville—Eastern Shore.................. NDP
NUNAVUT (1)

Aglukkaq, Hon. Leona, Minister of Health and Minister of the Canadian Northern

Economic Development AZenCy......o.vveereriieeriiieiiiiiee it e eiiieeeaiiaeeannns NUNavut. . ..oovi i CPC

ONTARIO (105)
Adams, Eve, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Veterans Affairs ............ Mississauga—Brampton South............ CPC
Adler, Mark . ..o oo York Centre ...........cocoiiiiiiiiiiiii.. CPC
Albrecht, Harold . ... Kitchener—Conestoga ..................... CPC
Alexander, Chris, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of National Defence...... Ajax—Pickering ...l CPC
Allen, Malcolm .. ..o o Welland ... NDP
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ALLSON, DEAN ..ot Niagara West—Glanbrook................. CPC
Ambler, Stella. . ... Mississauga South .................ooiiie CPC
ANGUS, Charlie . ......oooin i Timmins—James Bay ..................... NDP
ASPIN, JAY et Nipissing—Timiskaming .................. CPC
Baird, Hon. John, Minister of Foreign Affairs ...............coooviiiiiiiiiiiinn.. Ottawa West—Nepean..................... CPC
Bélanger, Hon. Mauril..........c.oooiiiiiii e Ottawa—Vanier ..............ccoeeeeeee... Lib.
Bennett, Hon. Carolyn ...........oooiuiiiiiiiiiiii i St.Paul's...coooiiei Lib.
Braid, Peter ... ..o Kitchener—Waterloo....................... CPC
Brown, Gordomn ... ... Leeds—Grenville .......................... CPC
Brown, Lois, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of International Cooperation . Newmarket—Aurora....................... CPC
Brown, PatricK ... ... Barrie ... CPC
Butt, Brad .......ooiiiii Mississauga—Streetsville.................. CPC
Calandra, Paul , Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Canadian Heritage ...... Oak Ridges—Markham ................... CPC
Carmichael, JONN ... Don Valley West .........covvviiiiiinnn CPC
Carrie, Colin, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Health ...................... Oshawa .......cooeiiiiiiiiiiii CPC
Cash, ANAIeW ...... .o Davenport ........ooviiiiiiiiiiiii NDP
Charlton, CRIiS. . .......oiiii et Hamilton Mountain ........................ NDP
Chisu, COTNELIUL . ...ttt ettt e e aee e Pickering—Scarborough East ............. CPC
Chong, Hon. Michael ...........cooiiiiiii e Wellington—Halton Hills ................. CPC
ChowW, OLIVI .. neeeee e e e Trinity—Spadina ... NDP
Christopherson, David...........cooiiiiii i Hamilton Centre ................oooeiiiee NDP
Clement, Hon. Tony, President of the Treasury Board and Minister for the Federal

Economic Development Initiative for Northern Ontario .......................ooe... Parry Sound—Muskoka ................... CPC
Comartin, JOE . ... Windsor—Tecumseh....................... NDP
Daniel, JOe . ... Don Valley East...........cccoviiiiiiiie CPC
Davidson, PatriCia ..o Sarnia—Lambton .......................... CPC
Dechert, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs............ Mississauga—Erindale..................... CPC
Del Mastro, Dean, Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime Minister and to the Minister

of Intergovernmental Affairs............oooiiiiii Peterborough ... CPC
Devolin, Barry, The Acting Speaker ..........ccoviuiiiiiiiiiiii i Haliburton—Kawartha Lakes—Brock.... CPC
Dewar, Paul ... ... e Ottawa Centre ..............cooviiiiennn.... NDP
DT Te: s W T ] 2 P Etobicoke North..............coooeiiiiiit Lib.
Dykstra, Rick, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Citizenship and

01000 T 213 o) St. Catharines ...............coooeeiinn... CPC
Fantino, Hon. Julian, Associate Minister of National Defence......................... Vaughan ........ccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiii, CPC
Finley, Hon. Diane, Minister of Human Resources and Skills Development ......... Haldimand—Norfolk ...................... CPC
Flaherty, Hon. Jim, Minister of Finance .................ooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii ... Whitby—Oshawa ......................... CPC
Galipeau, ROyal........ooiiiiiii i e e Ottawa—Orléans.....................ooeees CPC
Gallant, Cheryl.......ooiiii i e e e e e Renfrew—Nipissing—Pembroke ......... CPC
Gill, Parm ... e Brampton—Springdale .................... CPC
Goodyear, Hon. Gary, Minister of State (Science and Technology) (Federal Economic

Development Agency for Southern Ontario) ...........ccoooveeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee.n. Cambridge .......ooovviiiiiii i CPC
Gosal, Hon. Bal, Minister of State (Sport) .........coooeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieenn, Bramalea—Gore—Malton................. CPC
Gravelle, Claude ... ...t Nickel Belt ... NDP
HarTis, Dan . ......ooooiiiiii Scarborough Southwest.................... NDP
Hayes, Bryan. .......ooiiii it e Sault Ste. Marie..............oovveennnn... CPC
Holder, Ed. ... London West ............ccovvviiiiiiinan, CPC
HSU, Ted. oo Kingston and the Islands .................. Lib.
Hughes, Carol. ... ..ot Algoma—Manitoulin—Kapuskasing ..... NDP
Hyer, BIUCE ..ot e Thunder Bay—Superior North............ NDP
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James, ROXANNE.......oootii i Scarborough Centre........................ CPC
Karygiannis, Hon. Jim ... Scarborough—Agincourt .................. Lib.
Kellway, Matthew ........oooiiiii e Beaches—East York ....................... NDP
Kent, Hon. Peter, Minister of the Environment ..................coooviiiiiiiiiiinn... Thormhill...........cooi i CPC
Kramp, Daryl ... e Prince Edward—Hastings ................. CPC
LaUZOM, GUY .ttt ettt e et e e e et e e e e e Stormont—Dundas—South Glengarry ... CPC
Leitch, Kellie, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Human Resources and Skills

Development and to the Minister of Labour..................coiiiiii. Simcoe—Grey......vvvvviiiiiiiiiiee.. CPC
Lemieux, Pierre, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Agriculture ............. Glengarry—Prescott—Russell............. CPC
Leung, Chungsen, Parliamentary Secretary for Multiculturalism ...................... Willowdale ..., CPC
Lizon, WIadySIaw ........oiiiieii e e e e e e Mississauga East—Cooksville ............ CPC
LoD, Ben ..o Huron—Bruce.................... CPC
MacKenzie, Dave . ... .....ouiiiii Oxford ... CPC
Marston, WAYIIE .. ....ounetit ittt et e e Hamilton East—Stoney Creek ............ NDP
Masse, Brian ... ..o Windsor West .............ooiiiiiiiiil NDP
Mathyssen, Irene. .......ouuiiii i London—Fanshawe........................ NDP
McCallum, Hon. John ... ... Markham—Unionville..................... Lib.
McColeman, Phil ... ..o Brant ..o CPC
MCcGUInNty, David ......o.viiiie i e e Ottawa South.............coooviiiiiiil Lib.
McKay, Hon. JONN ... e Scarborough—Guildwood................... Lib.
MeENEaKis, COSTAS . ... eunettt ettt ettt e e e et e e e e et e e e e e e e aaens Richmond Hill ............................. CPC
MILler, Larmy ..ottt e et Bruce—Grey—Owen Sound............... CPC
NaSH, Py .. it Parkdale—High Park ...................... NDP
Nicholson, Hon. Rob, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada.......... Niagara Falls ..., CPC
Norlock, RICK ....oiiii s Northumberland—Quinte West ........... CPC
O'Connor, Hon. Gordon, Minister of State and Chief Government Whip............. Carleton—M ississippi Mills............... CPC
Oda, Hon. Bev, Minister of International Cooperation ...............cc.oooeveiineee... Durham ... CPC
Oliver, Hon. Joe, Minister of Natural Resources................ooviiiiiiiiiiiiinnnn.. Eglinton—Lawrence ....................... CPC
(003172800 < Etobicoke Centre............cccooeeeiei... CPC
Poilievre, Pierre, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Transport, Infrastructure

and Communities and for the Federal Economic Development Agency for Southern

(071172 4 o J Nepean—Carleton .................ceeeenn. CPC
Preston, JOC .. ..ottt Elgin—Middlesex—London .............. CPC
Rae, Hon. Bob ... Toronto Centre ..........ccvvvviiiinneean... Lib.
Rafferty, JOhn ... ..o Thunder Bay—Rainy River............... NDP
Raitt, Hon. Lisa, Minister of Labour............ ..., Halton..................oooiiiiiiii CPC
Reid, SCOtt ... Lanark—Frontenac—Lennox and

Addington ... CPC

Rickford, Greg, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and

Northern Development, for the Canadian Northern Economic Development Agency

and for the Federal Economic Development Initiative for Northern Ontario........ Kenora.......ooooviiiiiiiiiiiiii CPC
Schellenberger, Gary ..........oeeuuieei e e et eaas Perth—Wellington ......................... CPC
Seeback, KyIe. .. ..ooouui i s Brampton West............cocooiiiiiii CPC
Sgro, HOon. JUdy ..o York West «..o.evvviiiiiiiiiiiiii s Lib.
Shipley, Bev ... Lambton—Kent—Middlesex.............. CPC
Sitsabaiesan, Rathika ............ooiiiiii Scarborough—Rouge River............... NDP
Stanton, Bruce, The Acting Speaker ..........ccoiiiiiiiiiii e Simcoe North ....................oooiieaa. CPC
SULlivan, MIKE . ......uiiii e York South—Weston ...................... NDP
SWeet, DavId. ... Ancaster—Dundas—Flamborough—

Westdale .......ccoooviiiiiiiiiiiii, CPC

Thibeault, GIENI . ......ooiiii e Sudbury....ooovviiii NDP
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Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Tilson, David ......ocooiiiiii Dufferin—Caledon......................... CPC
Trottier, Bernard ....... ... Etobicoke—Lakeshore..................... CPC
Truppe, Susan, Parliamentary Secretary for Status of Women ......................... London North Centre...................... CPC
Valeriote, Frank ........ooooiiiiii e Guelph ....cooviiii Lib.
Van Kesteren, Dave .........uuuiiiiii e Chatham-Kent—Essex..................... CPC
Van Loan, Hon. Peter, Leader of the Government in the House of Commons York—Simcoe..........coooiiiiiiii CPC
Wallace, MIKE. ..ot Burlington ............ooviiiiiiiii CPC
Watson, Jeft ... o e ESSeX .t CPC
Woodworth, Stephen ..........ooeiiii Kitchener Centre ...........cccovvviiinn CPC
YOUNG, TEICIICE ...ttt et et e e e e e et e e Oakville......ooeiiiii i CPC
VA C AN Y oot e Toronto—Danforth.........................
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND (4)
CaSEY, SEAM ..ttt et et Charlottetown ...........coooeeeiiiiiiiiiin. Lib.
Easter, HOn. Wayne ........oouuiiii i e Malpeque ......ovviiiiiiiiiiii Lib.
MacAulay, HOn. LaWrence. ......oouuieiiiieiiie it eii et eiee e e e eaaas Cardigan ..........cooevviiiiniiiiinenn... Lib.
Shea, Hon. Gail, Minister of National Revenue...................ccoooiviiiii.. Egmont ..........cooviiiiiiiiii ., CPC
QUEBEC (75)
AUDIN, RODEIt. ... Trois-RIVIEres ... NDP
Ayala, Paulina. ... ....ooiiiiiiii i e Honoré-Mercier ..............cooovvnnnnnn. NDP
Bellavance, André ... ... Richmond—Arthabaska ................... BQ
Benskin, TYIONE ......ooinniiiii et e e Jeanne-Le Ber.............coooiiiiii NDP
Bernier, Hon. Maxime, Minister of State (Small Business and Tourism) Beauce ... CPC
Blanchette, Denis ... ... e Louis-Hébert ...................cooooii... NDP
Blanchette-Lamothe, LySane .............ooiiiiiiiiii i Pierrefonds—Dollard ...................... NDP
Blaney, Hon. Steven, Minister of Veterans Affairs...............coooooiiii... Lévis—Bellechasse ........................ CPC
BOivin, FrangoiSe ... ...uieeiite ittt e e et Gatineau ...........oovviiiiiiiiiiiiaaaeeenn NDP
Borg, Charmaineg. ... .....oouuiieitit ettt et e e et e e e e e aaeeaaaas Terrebonne—Blainville .................... NDP
Boulerice, AlEXandre ..........oooiiiiiiiii Rosemont—La Petite-Patrie............... NDP
Boutin-Sweet, Marjolaine ...........ooouuiiiiiiiiii e Hochelaga ...........coooviiiiiiiiii i, NDP
Brahmi, TariK ... ... o Saint-Jean....................oooiiiiiiiinnn. NDP
Brosseau, Ruth Ellen ... Berthier—Maskinongé..................... NDP
(073103 4 TR 112 N Rimouski-Neigette—Témiscouata—Les

Basques.......coooiiiiiiii i NDP
Chicoine, SYIVAIN . ...oottt e ettt e e e eaeens Chateauguay—Saint-Constant............. NDP
Choquette, FTangois .........o.uuiuiiuiiit it e Drummond ... NDP
Coderre, HON. Denis.........ooiiiiiit e Bourassa..............coooiiiiiiiiii Lib.
COté, Raymond .........couiiiiii i Beauport—Limoilou ....................... NDP
Cotler, HOn. IrWin ... e Mount Royal ... Lib.
Day, ANNE-IMATIC . ...uuttitttt ettt e et Charlesbourg—Haute-Saint-Charles ...... NDP
Dion, Hon. Stéphane, Saint-Laurent—Cartierville ..., Saint-Laurent—Cartierville ................ Lib.
Dionne Labelle, PIeITe ........oooiiiiiiii e Riviére-du-Nord..................cooennnn. NDP
Doré Lefebvre, ROSANE ... ....ouuui i Alfred-Pellan ........................ NDP
DUubé, Matthew ........oooiiiiii Chambly—Borduas ........................ NDP
Dusseault, Pierre-Luc. .......oooiiii e Sherbrooke ............ccooiiiiii NDP
Fortin, Jean-Frangois .............ooiiiiiiiii Haute-Gaspésie—La Mitis—Matane—

Matapédia ........oooeiiiiiiiii BQ
Freeman, MYIENE ......o.vuiiitit ittt et Argenteuil—Papineau—Mirabel .......... NDP
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Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Garneau, MAIC .........ooiiii e Westmount—Ville-Marie .................. Lib.
Genest, REJean ... ..o Shefford ... NDP
Genest-Jourdain, Jonathan ......... ... Manicouagan ...........c.ooeeeeiiiiiiiaain. NDP
GIGUETE, AlQIN ... e Marc-Auréle-Fortin ........................ NDP
Gourde, Jacques, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public Works and

Government Services, for Official Languages and for the Economic Development

Agency for the Regions of QUEbEC .........oovviiiiiiiiiiiiii e Lotbiniére—Chutes-de-la-Chaudiére...... CPC
Groguhé, Sadia .......coouiiiit i e Saint-Lambert .............................. NDP
Hassainia, SAna ............oiiiimmiiii i Verchéres—Les Patriotes .................. NDP
JACOD, PIeITE ..o oo Brome—MisSiSquOi......c.vvverniiaennnn. NDP
Lapointe, Frangois ........oueuuteei ettt Montmagny—L'Islet—Kamouraska—

Riviére-du-Loup..........coovvviiiinn... NDP

Larose, Jean-FIangois .........ceevuiteiiiie ettt et e e e eaaas Repentigny ........coovvviviiiiiiiennnnnnn. NDP
Latendresse, AleXandrine. ............ccoooiiiiiiiiiiii e Louis-Saint-Laurent ........................ NDP
Laverdiere, HEIENE . . ... Laurier—Sainte-Marie ..................... NDP
Lebel, Hon. Denis, Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and Communities and

Minister of the Economic Development Agency of Canada for the Regions of

QU . . ettt ettt e Roberval—Lac-Saint-Jean................. CPC
LeBlanc, HEIENE ... ... o LaSalle—Emard...........covveieeiin.. NDP
Liu, Laurin ... ... e Riviére-des-Mille-fles...................... NDP
Mai, HOANE ... Brossard—La Prairie ...................... NDP
Michaud, BIAINE . .....ooee e Portneuf—Jacques-Cartier................. NDP
Moore, CHITSHINE . . ..ottt Abitibi—Témiscamingue .................. NDP
MOTIN, DAY ettt et e e e e Chicoutimi—Le Fjord ..................... NDP
Morin, ISabelle .. .....oooii i Notre-Dame-de-Grace—Lachine .......... NDP
Morin, Marc-André . ... Laurentides—Labelle ...................... NDP
Morin, Marie-Claude ............ooiiiiiii i Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot ................... NDP
MoUrani, MATIA ...ttt ettt ettt e e e e e et e e e Ahuntsic ........ooooviiiiiiiiiiiii BQ
Mulcair, TROmMAS . ... e Outremont .............ciiiiiiiiiaaaaa... NDP
Nantel, PIOITE .....nueie e Longueuil—Pierre-Boucher ............... NDP
NiChOIIS, JAMIE ...ttt Vaudreuil-Soulanges ....................... NDP
NUNEZ-MELO, JOSE. ..o e Laval ... NDP
Pacettl, MasSImO . . ....ooiitt ittt et ettt Saint-Léonard—Saint-Michel ............. Lib.
Papillon, ANNICK ... ...ttt QUEDEC. ... NDP
Paradis, Hon. Christian, Minister of Industry and Minister of State (Agriculture).... Mégantic—L'Erable........................ CPC
Patry, Claude.........ooouii i Jonquiére—Alma..................ooiil NDP
PECLEE, EIVE et La Pointe-de-ITle........cocovveeiiiiniiil. NDP
Perreault, Manon ... e Montcalm..............ooooiiiiiiiiiiaa. NDP
Pilon, Frangois ......o..ueuiii ittt e Laval—Les fles ............cccooeiiiii.. NDP
Plamondon, LOUIS ......uveieeeii ettt Bas-Richelieu—Nicolet—Bécancour ..... BQ
Quach, Anne Minh-Thu....... ... e Beauharnois—Salaberry ................... NDP
Ravignat, MathiCu .........ooiiiiiii e e Pontiac...........oooiiiiiiiiii NDP
Raynault, Francine............co.oiiiiiiiii i e Joliette ....oooeeeei NDP
Rousseau, Jean........ ..o Compton—Stanstead....................... NDP
Saganash, ROMEO .........oouiiii e Abitibi—Baie-James—Nunavik—Eeyou. NDP
Scarpaleggia, Francis ...........ooouiiiiiii i Lac-Saint-Louis ...........ccceviiiiiiinn Lib.
Sellah, DJaouida . .......ooini i Saint-Bruno—Saint-Hubert................ NDP
StDENIS, LaSE ettt ittt ettt s Saint-Maurice—Champlain................ NDP
Toone, Philip.......oooiiiii Gaspésie—iles-de-la-Madeleine............. NDP
Tremblay, Jonathan .............c.oiiiii i e Montmorency—Charlevoix—Haute-

Cote-Nord .......cooviiiiii i, NDP
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Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Trudeau, JUSHIN. .. ..o et Papineau ... Lib.
Turmel, NYCOLE . ...t Hull—Aylmer ..............ooooiiiiii. NDP
SASKATCHEWAN (14)
Anderson, David, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Natural Resources and

for the Canadian Wheat Board ...............oooiiiiiiiiiii e Cypress Hills—Grasslands ................ CPC
BIocK, KellY .ottt e e Saskatoon—Rosetown—Biggar........... CPC
Boughen, Ray. ... ..o Palliser........cooooviiiiiiiiiiiii . CPC
BreitkreUz, Garry . ....ooneuii it Yorkton—Melville ......................... CPC
Clarke, ROD ... e Desnethé—M issinippi—Churchill River . CPC
Goodale, Hon. Ralph ... Waseana ........ocooiiiiiiiiiiii Lib.
Hoback, Randy ........o.ooiiiii Prince Albert ..........ccoooiiiiiiiiii CPC
Komarnicki, Ed ..... ... Souris—Moose Mountain ................. CPC
Lukiwski, Tom, Parliamentary Secretary to the Leader of the Government in the

House of COMMONS ......ointii e e Regina—Lumsden—Lake Centre......... CPC
Ritz, Hon. Gerry, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food and Minister for the

Canadian Wheat Board......... ... Battlefords—Lloydminster ................ CPC
Scheer, Hon. Andrew, Speaker of the House of Commons ............................ Regina—Qu'Appelle ....................... CPC
Trost, Brad ..o Saskatoon—Humboldt..................... CPC
Vellacott, MAUTICE . ...ouutttt ettt ettt e e et e e aeees Saskatoon—Wanuskewin.................. CPC
Yelich, Hon. Lynne, Minister of State (Western Economic Diversification) .......... Blackstrap ........oooviiiiiiii CPC
YUKON (1)
Leef, RYan ..o e YUKON ..o CPC



Chair:

Ray Boughen
Rob Clarke
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David Anderson
Charlie Angus
Scott Armstrong
Niki Ashton
Jay Aspin

Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
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Colin Carrie
Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong
Jean Crowder
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LIST OF STANDING AND SUB-COMMITTEES
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ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS AND NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT

Chris Warkentin

Jonathan Genest-Jourdain

Carol Hughes

Nathan Cullen
Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Earl Dreeshen
Rick Dykstra
Kerry-Lynne D. Findlay
Hedy Fry

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill

Shelly Glover
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Bruce Hyer
Roxanne James
Brian Jean

Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Vice-Chairs:

LaVar Payne
Greg Rickford

Associate Members

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Kevin Lamoureux
Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef

Kellie Leitch
Pierre Lemieux
Chungsen Leung
Wiladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Christine Moore
Rob Moore

Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Ted Opitz

Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Mathieu Ravignat
Scott Reid

Carolyn Bennett
Dennis Bevington

Kyle Seeback (12)
David Wilks

Michelle Rempel
Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Romeo Saganash
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith
Robert Sopuck
Kevin Sorenson
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl
David Sweet
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Merv Tweed
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Wai Young

Bob Zimmer
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Chair:

Charlie Angus
Alexandre Boulerice
Brad Butt

Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Chris Alexander
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Jay Aspin

Joyce Bateman
Carolyn Bennett
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Paul Calandra
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke

Joe Comartin

ACCESS TO INFORMATION, PRIVACY AND ETHICS

Jean Crowder

Blaine Calkins
John Carmichael

Joe Daniel

Bob Dechert
Rick Dykstra
Wayne Easter
Kerry-Lynne D. Findlay
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Shelly Glover
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder
Roxanne James
Brian Jean
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake
Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef

Vice-Chairs:

Dean Del Mastro
Earl Dreeshen

Associate Members

Kellie Leitch
Pierre Lemieux
Chungsen Leung
Wiladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Pat Martin

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller

Rob Moore

Rick Norlock

Tilly O'Neill Gordon

Deepak Obhrai
Ted Opitz
LaVar Payne
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid
Michelle Rempel
Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Andrew Saxton

Scott Andrews
Patricia Davidson

Pierre-Luc Dusseault
Colin Mayes

Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback

Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Kevin Sorenson
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl

David Sweet
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Merv Tweed

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks

John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Wai Young

Bob Zimmer
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Alex Atamanenko
Randy Hoback
Pierre Lemieux

Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Chris Alexander
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Jay Aspin

Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie
Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong

AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-FOOD

Larry Miller

Ben Lobb
LaVar Payne

Rob Clarke

Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Earl Dreeshen
Rick Dykstra
Wayne Easter
Mark Eyking

Kerry-Lynne D. Findlay

Myléne Freeman
Hedy Fry
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Shelly Glover
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder
Roxanne James
Brian Jean
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy

Vice-Chairs:

Francine Raynault
Jean Rousseau

Associate Members

Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef
Kellie Leitch
Chungsen Leung
Wladyslaw Lizon
Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Pat Martin

Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Rob Moore

Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Ted Opitz

Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid
Michelle Rempel
Blake Richards
Lee Richardson

Malcolm Allen
Frank Valeriote

Brian Storseth
Bob Zimmer

Greg Rickford
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback

Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Kevin Sorenson
Mark Strahl

David Sweet
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Merv Tweed

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks

John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Wai Young
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Chair:

Scott Armstrong
Tyrone Benskin
Marjolaine Boutin-Sweet

Eve Adams
Mark Adler
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David Anderson
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Jay Aspin
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Garry Breitkreuz
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt
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Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie
Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke

Joe Daniel

CANADIAN HERITAGE

Rob Moore

Gordon Brown
Paul Calandra

Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Pierre Dionne Labelle
Earl Dreeshen
Rick Dykstra
Kerry-Lynne D. Findlay
Myléne Freeman
Hedy Fry

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Bruce Hyer
Roxanne James
Brian Jean

Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Jim Karygiannis
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki

Vice-Chairs:

Andrew Cash
Parm Gill

Associate Members

Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef
Kellie Leitch
Pierre Lemieux
Chungsen Leung
Wladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Ted Opitz

LaVar Payne
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid
Michelle Rempel
Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford

Pierre Nantel
Scott Simms

Jim Hillyer (12)
Terence Young

Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith
Robert Sopuck
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Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl
David Sweet
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
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Merv Tweed
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks
John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Wai Young

Bob Zimmer
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Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Earl Dreeshen
Kerry-Lynne D. Findlay
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Shelly Glover
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Ted Opitz
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Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef
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Pierre Lemieux
Wladyslaw Lizon
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David Sweet
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Vice-Chairs: Irwin Cotler

Jack Harris

Chair: Dave MacKenzie

Frangoise Boivin
Charmaine Borg
Kerry-Lynne D. Findlay

Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Chris Alexander
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Jay Aspin

Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie
Sean Casey
Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong

Robert Goguen
Pierre Jacob

Rob Clarke

Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Stéphane Dion
Earl Dreeshen
Rick Dykstra
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Shelly Glover
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Ted Hsu
Roxanne James
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp

Brian Jean
Brent Rathgeber

Associate Members

Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Dominic LeBlanc
Ryan Leef
Kellie Leitch
Pierre Lemieux
Chungsen Leung
Wladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller

Rob Moore

Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Ted Opitz

LaVar Payne
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Scott Reid
Michelle Rempel
Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford

Kyle Seeback (12)
Stephen Woodworth

Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Jinny Jogindera Sims
Joy Smith
Robert Sopuck
Kevin Sorenson
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl
David Sweet
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Philip Toone
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Merv Tweed
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks
John Williamson
Terence Young
Wai Young

Bob Zimmer

SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE REVIEW OF THE REPORT ON THE ORGANIZED CRIME IN CANADA

Chair:

Joe Comartin
Irwin Cotler

Dave MacKenzie

Robert Goguen

Vice-Chair:

Brian Jean

Brent Rathgeber 6)




34

LIAISON

Chair: Dean Allison Vice-Chair: David Christopherson
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Agency and for the Atlantic Gateway

to the Minister of Natural Resources and for the Canadian Wheat Board
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