PHouse of Commons Debates

VOLUME 134 e« NUMBER 105 e 2nd SESSION e 35th PARLIAMENT

OFFICIAL REPORT
(HANSARD)

Friday, November 22, 1996

Speaker: The Honourable Gilbert Parent




CONTENTS
(Table of Contents appears at back of this issue.)

The House of Commons Debates are also available on the
Parliamentary Internet Parlementaire at the following address:

http://www.parl.gc.ca



6595

HOUSE OF COMMONS

Friday, November 22, 1996

The House met at 10 am.

Prayers

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[Translation]

CANADA ELECTIONSACT

The House proceeded to the consideration of Bill C-63, an act to
amend the Canada Elections Act and the Referendum Act, as
reported (with amendments) from the committee.

SPEAKER'SRULING

The Deputy Speaker: The Chair must rule on Bill C-63, an act
to amend the Canada Elections Act and the Referendum Act.

Motion No. 34 may not be submitted to the House because it
does not have the recommendation of the Governor General.
Standing Order 76(3) requires that notice of such a recommenda
tion be given at the latest on the sitting day preceding report stage.

[English]

Other motions will be grouped for debate as follows. Group
No. 2, Motions Nos. 1 to 4, 9, 10, 14 to 19, 26, 27, and 28.

[Translation]
Group No. 3: Motions No. 5, 20, 21, 22, 23 and 25.
[English]
Group No. 4, Motion No. 6.
[Translation]
Group No. 5: Motions No. 7, 8, 11, 12 and 13.
[English]
Group No. 6, Motions Nos. 24, 29 to 33, 35 and 36.
Group No. 7, Motion No 37.

The voting patterns for the motions within in each group are
available at the table. The Chair will remind the House of each
pattern at the time of voting.

[Translation]
MOTIONS IN AMENDMENT

Mr. Francois Langlois (Bellechasse, BQ) moved:
Motion No. 1

That Bill C-63, in Clause 1, be amended by replacing line 18 on page 1 with the
following:

‘“surname, given names, sex, date of birth, civic address”
[English]

Mr. Stephen Harper (Calgary West, Ref.) moved:
Motion No. 2

That Bill C-63, in Clause 1, be amended by replacing line 18 on page 1 with the
following:

‘‘surname, given names, civic address”

[Translation]

Mr. Francois Langlois (Bellechasse, BQ) moved:
Motion No. 3

That Bill C-63, in Clause 1, be amended by replacing line 14 on page 2 with the
following:

‘‘given names, sex, date of birth, civic address and mailing”
[English]

Mr. Stephen Harper (Calgary West, Ref.) moved:
Motion No. 4

That Bill C-63, in Clause 1, be amended by replacing line 14 on page 2 with the
following:

**given names, civic address and mailing”

[Translation]

Mr. Francois Langlois (Bellechasse, BQ) moved:
Motion No. 9

That Bill C-63, in Clause 18, be amended by replacing lines 34 and 35 on page 8
with the following:

‘“name, given names, sex, and date of birth and indicating the”
[English]

Mr. Stephen Harper (Calgary West, Ref.) moved:
Motion No. 10

That Bill C-63, in Clause 18, be amended by replacing line 34 on page 8 with the
following:

‘“name, given names and date of birth if the”
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Mr. Stephen Harper (Calgary West, Ref.) moved:
Motion No. 14

That Bill C-63, in Clause 22, be amended by replacing line 12 on page 12 with the
following:

‘“updating the surname, given names,”

Mr. Kilger: Mr. Speaker, | wonder if there would be a disposi-
tion of the House to deem all the mations to have been read and
seconded so that we might get on to the business of the day.

[Translation]
The Deputy Speaker: Is it agreed?
Some hon. members: No.

Mr. Francois Langlois (Bellechasse, BQ) moved:
Motion No. 15

That Bill C-63, in Clause 22, be amended by replacing line 9 on page 13 with the
following:

*‘list contains the surname, given names, sex, date of birth,”
[English]

Mr. Stephen Harper (Calgary West, Ref.) moved:
Motion No. 16

That Bill C-63, in Clause 22, be amended by replacing line 9 on page 13 with the
following:

*“list contains the surname, given names,”
Motion No. 17

That Bill C-63, in Clause 22, be amended by replacing line 17 on page 13 with the
following:

‘“his or her surname, given names,”

[Translation]

Mr. Francois Langlois (Bellechasse, BQ) moved:
Motion No. 18

That Bill C-63, in Clause 22, be amended by replacing line 23 on page 13 with the
following:

““information, but, with the exception of the date of birth, the person is not required
to”

[English]

Mr. Stephen Harper (Calgary West, Ref.) moved:
Motion No. 19

That Bill C-63, in Clause 38, be amended by replacing line 37 on page 23 with the
following:

‘‘tor, surname, given names, civic ad”
Motion No. 26

That Bill C-63, in Clause 77, be amended by replacing line 42 on page 36 with the
following:

‘‘tor’s surname, given names, and date of ”’
Motion No. 27

That Bill C-63, in Clause 78, be amended by replacing line 7 on page 37 with the
following:

‘‘the surname, given names and rank;”
Motion No. 28

That Bill C-63, in Clause 79, be amended by replacing line 20 on page 37 with the
following:

‘“elector, the surname, given names and”

[Translation]
Mr. Langlois: Mr. Speaker, | rise on a point of order.

In the Order Paper and Notice Paper for yesterday, Thursday,
November 21, on page X in Roman numerals, Motion No. 22
appears to have been proposed by me, according to the English
version, while in the French it appears to have been proposed by
my colleague, the hon. member for Stormont—Dundas. | am
therefore rising to make the correction, if it has not already been
done. | believe that | moved the motion, but my colleague for
Stormont—Dundas could confirm this with the Chair.

The Deputy Speaker: | thank my colleague, the hon. member
for Bellechasse. There was indeed an error in yesterday’s Order
Paper and Notice Paper, which has been corrected in today’s Order

Paper.

If al of my colleagues could follow today’s Order Paper, we
would avoid problems such as the one the hon. member for
Bellechasse has just raised.

Mr. Francois Langlois (Bellechasse, BQ): Mr. Speaker, | am
waiting for a copy of today's Order Paper; it will take just a few
seconds. | trust you will not take this time off my speaking time. In
fact, the pages were so fast it would not even be worth the bother.

® (1015)

First of all, the debate must go far beyond taking the amend-
ments one at atime. | will be able to do that when | speak on third
reading. The official opposition’s extreme reticence about the hill
before us today at report stage is, of course, partly because the
finished product is imperfect and needs reworking. As some poet
said—was it Boileau, my hon. colleague from Hochelaga—Mai-
sonneuve?—"“Hone your work carefully; spare no effort and
remember that that which can be said in fewer words is often
better” .

Thisbill was not honed carefully. It bears all the marks of having
been thrown together any which way. In the parliamentary commit-
tee, we saw the divergence between the points of view of the
government which tabled the bill and those of Elections Canada. In
fact, it isahybrid, like the offspring of a porcupine and a snake we
used to joke about as school kids, saying that the result would be
about three feet of barbed wire. That is what the bill is like.

Regardless of what has been said, the opposition was not
involved in drafting this bill. The very nature of the bill, modifying
the Canada Elections Act and the Referendum Act, ought to have
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automatically meant that the opposition parties, al of the opposi-
tion parties represented in this House, would be closely involvedin
drafting the bill along with Elections Canada, so that the resulting
bill would be non-partisan.

It is quite possible that in the end we may not reach a unanimous
decision since we are here to discuss ideas, and to discuss them on
the basis of very clear premises. However, that has not been the
case.

The first false premise was that this bill would supposedly
establish a permanent voters' list for the next election. That is
absolutely untrue. That is merely the impression that was given,
and that some people repeated.

Asfar as the next election is concerned, the bill will only allow
for an enumeration outside the electoral period, which means the
election campaign will be abbreviated, but there will be no
permanent list of electors. There will be an enumeration and a
revision of the list of electors, but for al practical purposes, the
current Canada Elections Act will apply to therest of the election. |
will explain the difference in greater detail at third reading. So
basically, the process is flawed.

| trust that in a case like this, if both opposition parties vote
against the bill at all stages, the government will not take a bill on
electoral matters that was adopted only by the government majority
in this House and submit it to the Senate for approval and Royal
Assent. Thiswould create a dangerous precedent that isintolerable
in a free and democratic society, where a debate on such matters
should be as open as possible. | will get back to this.

We are told that passing Bill C-63 will save money. We will not
save any money by passing Bill C-63, since the amount of money
required to conduct an enumeration before the electoral period, a
special enumeration held over a period of three weeks, will
considerably exceed any savings resulting from the fact that the
election campaign will be shorter by exactly 11 days.

Basically, our position is this: let us have one more election
according to the old rules we al know. Reform members, Liberals
and Bloc members are all familiar with this act. We went through
one election with this legislation, the Reform Party as well, and the
Liberals have had several. We are on familiar ground here.

Electoral legidation islike the Criminal Code and the Civil Code
in Quebec. These are the pillars that carry the whole system, and
we cannot change them on a whim, just because someone has a
bright idea and feelsit should be implemented right away. This bill
was introduced in early October, and a month later, the same bill,
after being fast-tracked through committee, is back in the House at
the report stage.

In these matters, speed is not the best palicy. It is much better to
take your time. We did not have enough time, but we are neverthe-
less proposing amendments that could help improve the bill.

Government Orders

® (1020)

It is like an automobile muffler: for a certain time, you can
alwaysweld it so that it will not be too noisy, but sooner or later, it
will fall off. What is proposed hereislike welding arusted muffler,
which iswhat this bill is. Isit or isit not going to hold? At least if
those amendments are passed, we will get rid of the noise for
another two weeks and be able to travel from Ottawa to Cornwall
once or twice, at most. Incidently, | lost my own muffler on my
way to that same town two weeks ago, and | had another problem
with that.

We will nevertheless try to make one last repair to this bill but
basically | would like it to be put aside and | wish that those who
will have the opportunity to examine it a second time will also take
into account the haste with which it was considered the first time
round.

There is aso the undeniable fact that this government isin the
last year of its norma mandate. Now traditionally, during the last
year of a mandate, basic rules are not changed, in particular as
regards the Elections Act.

It is somewhat like the hockey finals. | will give an example
using two American teams to avoid controversy in this Chamber.
The New York Rangers and the Boston Bruins have made it to the
finals. The Bruins are leading three games to nothing. The Rangers
have money as we know. They are in New York. They have
Madison Square Gardens, which they fill each time. The Fox
network televises their games. They have a lot of money. They
survey the members of the board of governors and manage to get
the board of governors of the National Hockey Leagueto say: “‘Itis
no longer four out of seven; it is now five out of nine. We have
another chanceto catch up” . Therules are changed at the end of the
game.

The gameisalready underway. The government is already on the
campaign trail. The Prime Minister rated his accomplishments at
78 per cent. He is clearly heading into an election trying to sell his
78 per cent rating. We will dlip a decimal between the two figures
during the election campaign, in fact, well before.

The game is underway; the finals have begun. Let us play the
game with the old rules and not change anything. As the official
opposition—and the Reform Party will speak for itself, it does not
seem to have been consulted any more than we were—had no hand
in writing Bill C-63 and did not give its approval, it is hard to
agree, to hand over a blank cheque.

The smallest provision will blow up in our face at some point.
They will say: *“ You voted for that; you haveto live with the law as
it was passed. You supported it”. | by far prefer the process
followed—and | will come back to it later—in the formulation of
Bill C-69 on electoral boundaries in the first session of the 35th
Parliament, where the Standing Committee on Procedure and
House Affairs took a year to prepare the hill.
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The officia opposition and Reformers did not support the bill,
but at least we knew it word by word, comma by comma. The
punctuation was checked over and over to make sure it changed
nothing. Representatives of Elections Canada attended the meet-
ings. The discussions were very broad.

Thisis not the case here. The government and Elections Canada
are obviously very much at odds. We clearly have before us a
partisan bill on electoral matters, where even Elections Canada
officials disagree with severa of the provisions of the Elections
Act.

Because | have taken a few minutes to situate the debate my
colleague for Laval Centre and chief whip of the Bloc Quebecois
will speak shortly on motions of Group No. 2, which aims to
include age as one of the essential factors in an electoral list.

To the extent that we want a permanent register of electors, not
for the upcoming election but for the one after that, the date of birth
must be included. Bill C-63 proposes that it be optional. However,
the more complete the information, the more valid the register is.
The information the state has on its own citizens comes from
registers going back to their birth, as the provinces require that
births be registered.

® (1025)

In French law, this obligation has existed for over 400 years.
These rights were recognized very early. The government must
know who makes up the nation and which citizens enjoy certain
rights. It cannot be optional. Some members spoke about this
earlier. My colleague from Laval Centre will, of course, address
this issue in more detail.

If Motions Nos. 1, 3, 9, 15 and 18 are adopted, | would agree to
support the motion proposed by my colleague from Calgary West
to omit gender. If the date of birth is included, the information
regarding gender is no longer necessary.

The age and the date of birth would allow us to distinguish
between people with neutral first names such as Claude, Carol or
Maxime. Those are the comments | wanted to make.

[English]

Mr. Stephen Harper (Calgary West, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | am
rising today to speak to the report stage amendments on Bill C-63.
In doing so | would first like to summarize our position as a party
on this bill because we are not having a full second reading debate,
having sent the bill to committee before second reading.

Under this new process we only have a brief debate and then we
come back here with a debate which combines second reading and
report stage. At third reading | will have a chanceto fully elaborate
upon our position. | would like to comment on this process. | share
many of the concerns of the hon. member for Bellechasse. | aso
am concerned about this process.

This process does not really allow us to fully debate legislation.
We have used this new process of sending billsto committee before
second reading several times. | am not sure that the opposition
parties generaly have found it to be satisfactory. Many of my
colleagues have mentioned this to me. As a result of this new
process, we never really have a full debate in principle on
legidation.

In this case the bill had only a cursory debate and then was sent
to committee. The purpose of sending a bill to committee before
second reading is to examine a broad range of issues which are not
necessarily related to the principle or contents of the hill. After all,
prior to second reading the bill has not received approval in
principle. That is supposed to be the concept. Of course it depends
on the chairman’s style, but my observation has been that we very
much conduct those committees the same as we would if they were
held after second reading. In other words we tend to restrict debate
to the items raised in the bill.

I know for example with respect to this particular piece of
legidation, some of my colleagues raised issues which were not
included in the legislation. The hon. member for Bellechasse raised
the issues of third party advertising and of some regulations of
Quebec’s electoral law. Our party raised the concept of fixed
election dates. We also raised the whole concept of how this
elections hill would apply to byelections.

In al cases, while we had a brief discussion, the committee
basically said that these things were outside the scope and the
principle of the legislation. Of course they were. The legidation
had not received approval in principle. Nevertheless, we worked on
the assumption that it had. That was constantly the attitude of the
government.

Certainly there were things which went well beyond the subject
matter, but most of the things raised were clearly within the subject
matter. In the case of byelections, while not directly related to the
amendments in the bill, they are actually affected by the subject
matter of the legislation. These things should have been debated
more thoroughly than is alowed under this process.

Another example is that we wanted to debate at some length the
rationale for a 36 day campaign as opposed to 37 or 39 days. We
had only the briefest of discussions on that issue and once again the
attitude was that this was not the principle of the bill and we were
proceeding as if the bill had been approved in principle.
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| think that the process of sending bills to committees early in
many cases simply allows the government to accelerate the timeta-
ble of debate rather than giving the bill a more thorough examina-
tion. That was the opposite of the intention.

| would make just a brief comment on our overall position on
Bill C-63. We are going to oppose the legidation. | must befrank in
saying that we are disappointed that we feel we have to do so.
There are three major initiatives in the bill: the reduction of the
electoral period, the creation of a permanent register and the
initiative to stagger voting hours. All of these have some degree of
merit, particularly the permanent register, which not only has merit
but is critical.

We were unable to come to any kind of inter-party agreement on
these. | think we could have if we had not been operating on an
accelerated timetable. Many of the things that were discussed
would have resulted in improved legislation.

| cannot speak for other parties, but on behalf of the Reform
Party | can say that with a few changes we could have supported
this legidation. The changes are not minor but they do not affect
the principle of the legislation either. That troubles me agreat deal.
Maybe we will have some time to speak a little later in the debate
about the process. | see my time is winding down. | would like to
address the report stage amendments in the second group.

Group No. 2 includes 15 amendments, 5 moved by the Bloc
Quebecois and 10 moved by the Reform Party. The five from the
Bloc Quebecois concern making the date of birth a mandatory
piece of information for inclusion on the register and the motions
by the Reform Party remove gender as required information for the
register.

| must say in al honesty that thereis abit of atechnical problem
with both of these being grouped together in that one does preclude
the other the way they are drafted. | do not think that was the
intention of either party because both the Bloc Quebecois and the
Reform Party share the same position on these issues, which is that
there is no necessity to include gender but there are reasons for
including date of birth.

I will have time to address this very general issue later in the
debate. What should guide us in constructing data registers is
whether information is necessary for the purpose at hand or at least
relevant. The primary consideration in constructing these databases
should be whether it is necessary and relevant from the perspective
of the citizen rather than some other group that may have an
interest in the information.

It is quite obvious that the information on electoral lists should
be relevant to a person’s ability to be eligible to cast a vote. For a
very long time in Canada gender has not been relevant in terms of

Government Orders

whether or not somebody can vote in this country. On the other
hand, clearly date of birth is relevant because a voter has to be at
least 18 years of age. Why then are we including the one and not
including the other?

If we examine the transcripts of committee meetings and
comments from various members and if members had heard some
of the comments that were made in camera, it becomes apparent
that the guiding factor was not the needs of the electoral list or the
needs of the voter. They were the perceived needs of political
parties and of politicians. It was expressed over and over again that
MPsfound it convenient. Parties found it useful to know the gender
of a voter. In some cultures, in French, and even some names in
English, there are times when there is confusion, based on the first
name, about whether a person is male or female. Certainly in some
of the newer ethnic communities in the country names may not be
obviously male or female. Because of our unfamiliarity with the
names, as anglophones or francophones we do not readily know
whether these persons are male or female. It makes identification
harder. It can occasionally lead to an awkward situation. However,
it is both a trivial and unnecessary reason for including gender.

® (1035)

We have had concerns raised by females living aone that
electoral lists expose the fact that they are femalesliving alone and
that theselists do circulate. We all know that electoral lists can only
circulate under very restricted conditions for very restricted use.
Thefact is that they circulate widely during elections and probably
most extra circulation of lists is rarely heard about or prosecuted.
This does become a piece of information conveying the gender on
the voter’'s list. It is unnecessary and it should not be there. In the
province of Alberta, for example, it is not done and thisis the case
in other provinces.

That is something we think should be changed. | am surprised
government members were not more sensitive about the needs of
women when designing this legisation. | hope they will support
these amendments.

| think they have more serious and perhaps even more dubious
motives for refusing to include date of birth but | will let them
speak for their own position on these matters.

[Translation]

Mrs. Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral (Laval Centre, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, since Group No. 2 mentions the date of birth, | feel quite
comfortable saying that | went to school a very long time ago.
When | was in school, | learned one thing, that is to make a
preamble which was different from, although linked to the content.
| am sure | will be allowed to make a brief preamble.

| was able to follow closely the proceedings of the Standing
Committee on Procedure and House Affairs, to hear the Chief
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Electoral Officer of Canada, Mr. Kingsley, and the Human Rights
Commissioner, Mr. Wilson. | listened very carefully, as | aways
do.

| almost swallowed my birth certificate when | saw how fast the
clause by clause study of the bill went. | really had a feeling of
being in a classroom where a very bright mathematics professor
was lining up digits across the blackboard, leaving no time for
students to think or breathe.

| could barely believe that man was our chairman. It went so fast
that there was time left on the clock. This is extraordinary. | think
the House will understand that we are determined to make up for
lost time in the House because, in the end, it may be the best forum
to hold the debate.

Basically the second group of motions deals with two elements,
namely age—is it useful, necessary, indispensable or just nice—
and sex. | am going to talk mainly about the date of birth, and then
briefly about sex.

It seems to me that we all come into this world one day and that
we all eventualy die. It is recorded somewhere. If we apply for a
driver’s licence when we are not yet 18, our parents must sign on
our behalf. Once we turn 18, our date of birth appears on
everything. My date of birth appears on my passport, if | am not
mistaken, so does the colour of my eyes, and | do not feel offended
by it.

But when it comes to the electoral process, why do we in the
Bloc Quebecois, and everyone in Quebec, believe it is important?
For several reasons. First, on election day, it is a means to make a
proper identification. My name is not very common. | will not
mention it since | am not allowed to, but everyone here knows what
it is. Suppose, however, that there are two other persons with the
same name as mine, one born in 1953, the other, like me, in 1938. If
the date of birth does not appear, | might be able to pass myself off
as someone much younger.

® (1040)

Thisis one reason. | believe that this is one more way to clearly
identify the voter at the polling station, because the one thing we
fear more than anything else on election day is an imposter. Thisis
the first reason.

Thereis another one which | find very important. The democrat-
ic process is said to be the most important thing in our society.
During an election campaign several things are at stake. Of course,
what is at stake is not of equal concern to the various groupsin our
society. In the case of measures specifically targeting the younger
age groups, for example, the parties will have to know where they
are to be found in order to give them some up to date information
about what concerns them. This is the second reason why | think
the date of birth should be mandatory and recorded.

For example, as far as old age pensions are concerned, | can
assure you | would like the different parties to keep meinformed of
whatever changes are being proposed in the Liberal Party platform,
for example. | would be very annoyed if my date of birth were not
recorded.

| heard interesting arguments against that measure. The first one
was that in Canada voting is optional and we are not forced to vote.
It is true we are free to vote or not, just as we are not required to
have a driving licence. However, if | do want to vote, my name
must necessarily be on the electoral list. Otherwise, if it were not
necessary, how could we justify the millions that are spent on
compiling a list?

So, if | accept to be recorded on an electoral list, | am sending
the message that as an elector in my country | intend to act as a
good citizen and vote. In that context, | think it has nothing to do
with freedom. Not indicating the date of birth would facilitate what
we could call electoral fraud. You know, there are elections where
the results are a close call. Imagine for example that in Laval
Centre the candidates are neck and neck. It is possible, | am not
saying it is probable, but it is possible. There are about 200 polling
divisions and the difference in such a situation could be 2,000, 200,
or even just 10 votes. Very clearly, with 200 polling divisions, one
illegal vote per polling divison makes the difference between
victory and defeat.

So, | believe that, in all good conscience, the House should find
another way to ensure that the voter who is in front of the deputy
returning officer is really the person he or she claims to be.

I will now talk to you about sex. | am a little old to talk about
sex, but | will tell you a little about it anyways.

Some hon. members: There is no age for that.
Some hon. members: No names, please.

Mrs. Dalphond-Guiral: No, | will not name names. You can
rest easy about that.

Mr. Speaker, | will tell you one thing; no one in this House
doubts that | am awoman: my name is Madeleine. So, | think that,
if we do not indicate the sex, we should also remove first names
and only keep the ones that are both masculine and feminine. In my
opinion, an offender who would feel like doing some harassment
would have plenty of ways to do so. And, to my knowledge, a
voting list on which the sex would be indicated could not be used
mainly to get involved in activities that would certainly not be
right, but, as we say in the Lac-Saint-Jean region: as long as there
are men, there are men’s attitudes and, as long as there are women,
there are women's attitudes. There may be offenders on both sides.

All thisto tell you that | encourage the members of the House to
pass the motions moved by the Bloc relating to age. They would
show a greatness | know they are capable of.
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They say the purpose of committees is to improve hills. This
legidation has many flaws, including the fact that so little time was
provided for its consideration. But, if the majority members wanted
to earn brownie points, they could perhaps recognize that Canada
should include the date of birth on electoral lists, as Quebec already
does. | hope the Human Rights Commission will not fault me for
saying that, in this context, it is not really a question of discrimina-
tion on the grounds of age.

| am counting on my colleagues across the way to support me so
that, for once in this Parliament, all members unanimously agree
on something important.

| only have one minute left and | will use it to make a wish. |
think there are many bills considered important by the government.
So | will go as far as imploring members opposite, why not?

Mr. Bergeron: No, haggle.
Mrs. Dalphond-Guiral: No, | will not. | am not like that.

So | implore the government to take the time needed to
determine the reasonable period that should be alowed all parlia
mentarians, including government members, to really examine in
depth bills which have an impact on the lives of all Canadians, of
all Quebecers.

[English]

The Deputy Speaker: There are two members rising. Normally
we wait until all the people moving the motions have given their
reasons and then someone from the government side gives their
reasons why they can or cannot accept the motion.

[Translation]

Mr. Réa Ménard (Hochelaga—Maisonneuve, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, | am pleased to address Bill C-63, whose title, an act to
amend the Canada Elections Act, tells us parliamentarians about its
importance.

You will understand that | cannot discuss the amendments
proposed by my party without first congratul ating and thanking the
hon. member for Bellechasse, for his excellent work regarding this
measure.

| am convinced that you share my conviction, as does | am sure
the President of the Treasury Board, that this Parliament would be a
better ingtitution if it had more members like my colleague for
Bellechasse, who believes in the value of words and is well aware
that, in a democracy, the best way to oppose an ideais to come up
with a better one.

This is why the hon. member for Bellechasse reminded us of
certain things. | was told that the President of the Treasury Board
received aclassical education. We will get back to this, since it has
a direct connection with the bill and the motions. You will agree

Government Orders

with me that, when we discuss issues relating to electoral democra-
cy, haste is often the enemy of common sense.

It istruly sad that, on an issue such as this one, which deals with
the quality of representation, of democracy and of our debates, the
government did not ask opposition parties to get much more
involved.

We are all mature enough, regardless of the party to which we
belong, to know that, when it comes to such issues, it is preferable
to seek a consensus. The hon. member for Bellechasse and the
President of the Treasury Board are both cultivated individuals.
The hon. member for Bellechasse quoted Boileau and reminded us
that we had to keep working to improve the bill.

To illustrate the importance of the motions, | too wish to quote
Boileau and dedicate the following proverb to the President of the
Treasury Board: “There are those whose dull minds forever
languish under a cloud, blind to the light of reason. What is well
understood can be clearly expressed; the words just flow natural-

ly”.

The reason | am quoting Boileau, an author oft quoted in the
classical colleges attended by the President of the Treasury Board,
who is now in his fifties, is because it is important—

® (1050)
[English]

Mr. Zed: Mr. Speaker, | rise on a point of order. | am sorry to
interrupt my colleague in the debate.

Mr. Speaker, in recognizing my colleague you referred to a
standing order. Perhaps you could suggest to us what standing
order it isthat you feel would makeit inappropriate for us to speak.
| believe that my colleague the chief opposition whip spoke and
then my colleague from Calgary also spoke. | thought it would be
appropriate in terms of the normal rules to allow the government to
speak at least at that point.

| am respectful of the Chair and | would appreciate it if you
would point out to us the standing order to which you were
referring.

[Translation]

Mr. Langlois: Mr. Speaker, in the clarification you will bring
into that matter, could you, by the same token, explain to the hon.
member for Fundy—Royal why a substantial motion cannot be
moved on a point of order?

[English]

The Deputy Speaker: | will explain it as | attempted to do
before.

It seems|logical, to me at least asthe Chair, to have al the people
proposing motions to rise and say why they favour their motions.
At the end of that process, whether there is one, two, three or four,
it really does not matter, then a government member would rise to
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say why they either agree with or, more likely, oppose an amend-
ment. That makes some sense, rather than going back and forth
across the aide as we normally do in debate.

| think | discussed this earlier with members on the government
side.

Mr. Kilger: Mr. Speaker, | rise on the same point of order. |
believe that | was involved in some of those discussions.

Keeping in mind what the Chair has put forward, in terms of
members who have brought motions forward, in this case in Group
No. 2 they would stand in the name of the hon. member for
Bellechasse and in the name of the hon. member for Calgary West.

| would add that the member for Laval Centre, who at this time
and in this particular group has no motions standing in her name,
participated in the debate. | believe, with every entitlement, that the
hon. member for Fundy—Royal should be given the opportunity to
speak. | think that any government member should be given the
opportunity by that criteria.

| understand that the member for Hochelaga—Maisonneuve,
who is speaking now of course, does not have a motion in this
group. | submit that possibly a large number of members on that
side may want to speak and the government will not be silent on
this important piece of legidation.

[Translation]

TheDeputy Speaker: The Chair has no desireto prevent anyone
from taking the floor. | think it is more logical to hear people in
favour of the motion for 10 minutes. At the end of that period,
members on the government side will be able to reply and even if
100 of them wish to speak, they will be alowed to do so.

[English]

Mr. Kilger: Mr. Speaker, | believe that you would find, with the
greatest of respect for yourself and the Chair, that sometimes things
might be deemed to be practical and logical and that above all, the
rules of the House must prevail which entitle members on either
side to participate in the debate whenever they so choose and get
the attention of the Chair, the eye of the Speaker.

While certainly | would understand fully that the hon. member
for Hochelagg—Maisonneuve would complete his remarks, |
would hope that during the remainder of the debate we would be
given the opportunity to participate fully.

® (1055)
[Tranglation]
Mr. Langlois. Mr. Speaker, | will respect whatever decision you

will take. But some members on this side of the House have taken
positions. | see the hon. members for Lachine—Lac-Saint-Louis,

Parry Sound—Muskoka and Scarborough—Rouge River and | do
not know what they think.

Preventing alternation would be presuming that all the members
on the government side will oppose our motions; it would also
hamper the exchange of views that makes the debate progress and
that builds the debate as we go on, because the points made by the
hon. member for Fundy—Roya might convince my hon. colleague
for Verchéres, or myself or the hon. member for Swift Current—
Maple Creek—Assiniboia that he was wrong when he supported
his party’s position.

We have here in this House a dynamic where you ask all
members in favour to rise first and then those opposing, but thisis
the last stage, the vote. That is the time when we will be called, one
by one, row by row, to do it.

| respectfully submit that during debate, the principle of aterna-
tion, without being applied as strictly as on second or third
readings, should nevertheless apply.

Mr. Laurin: Mr. Speaker, | do not know what your decision will
be, but, should that be of any help to the Chair, we would agree
with the suggestion of our colleague, the government whip, to
allow the hon. member for Hochelaga—Maisonneuve to complete
his remarks. After that, we could alternate to allow for an exchange
of views, as mentioned by my colleague from Bellechasse.

That would make for a better discussion, and prevent one side or
the other from monopolizing the time of the House. As you
suggested earlier, once we have expressed our views, the govern-
ment side could have 25, 50 or even 100 speakersin arow, but | do
not think this would be good for debate. May we suggest that the
Chief Government Whip's proposal to alternate speakers be accept-
ed.

[English]
An hon. member: Point of order.

The Deputy Speaker: | think | have heard enough. | have
already heard from the member on this point. | do not think | need
to hear from him again.

The point is a difficult and important one. The principle of
alternates is a very important principle in the House. Possibly the
best cureisto alow the mover and the seconder to speak and then
to respect the question of alternates.

[Translation]

In this case, the hon. member for Hochelaga—Maisonneuve
supported one of the motions. The hon. member for Hochelaga—
Maisonneuve may complete his remarks. After that, we will have
to aternate.

Mr. Ménard: Mr. Speaker, | thought we would never straighten
this out, but | will continue. You are right to remind the House that
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| support the motion. It may not look like it, but it does mean
something when someone supports amotion in this House. When |
rose earlier in the House it was as seconder of the motion.

What | mean is that we would like and we would have liked, as
the hon. member for Bellechasse put it, to have plenty of time to
consider the issue. It would have been terribly courteous, good
practice and extremely respectful to invite opposition parties, both
the Bloc Quebecois and the Reform Party, to take part in the
drafting of this bill.

As the hon. member for Bellechasse reminded the House, that
was done when the issue of redistribution of seats was addressed.
Let us not forget that some people fought hard and lost their lives
for the right to be heard in Parliament.

It is important to come to an agreement on the issues of
democracy and representation. In our system we have atool called
thelist of electors. Why do we have such atool ? Because we brag
about having the cleanest, most transparent election practices of
the whole world, which promote a strong democracy through
representation. The voters' list is an extremely important tool.

We are convinced that the more complete it is, the more
information it contains, the easier it will be to track down abusers.
This is why we want to see on this voters' list the same thing we
have in Quebec, which isidentity information, like the age and sex
of voters. This would be useful come election time, enabling
support staff, the clerk, and representatives to ensure that per-
sons—

| believe my time is up. | think | will be able to continue after
question period.

[English]

The Deputy Speaker: It being eleven o'clock, we will now
proceed to Statements by Members.

STATEMENTSBY MEMBERS

[English]

MINDEN DOG SLED DERBY

Mr. John O’ Reilly (Victoria—Haliburton, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
it is my pleasure to announce the 12th Annual Minden Dog Sled
Derby on January 18 and 19, 1997. Thisisthe largest dog sled race
purse in North America. It will draw competitors from around the
world to Haliburton County and the village of Minden. Thisis a
unique weekend with fun events for the whole family.

I would like to congratulate Val and Steven Loughead, Stu
Brandon, Jack Brezina and Sue Coallings, the five planners respon-

S0.31

sible for the event, not to mention the leaders, volunteers, commu-
nity sponsors and mushers who will make this race the best ever.

You only have to be a spectator, not a musher, to take part. Let
Bill Payne welcome you to the main street of Minden for the
excitement of seeing canine and human athletes compete for a
piece of the $42,000 purse.

[Translation]

FATHER ALFRED COUTURIER

Mr. Bernard Deshaies (Abitibi, BQ): Mr. Speaker, in every
community across Canada, groups and individuals work to allevi-
ate the ill effects of alcohol and drugs. The Canadian Centre on
Substance Abuse created a merit medallion to underline the great
achievements of these dedicated volunteers and professionals who
work with drug abusers.

This merit medallion has just been awarded to Father Alfred
Couturier, of the religious order of Trinitarians, from Amos, in
Abitibi. This is a very good choice, since Father Couturier,
affectionately known as Alfred, back home, is very well loved by
the people of Abitibi and the Amos area. This truly dedicated man
works unstintingly for so many causes that we sometimes feel that
he is a volunteer for al organizations.

Today, in thisHouse, | want to pay tribute to Father Couturier for
the mission he has chosen to carry out among drug abusers and
transients. | want to sincerely congratulate him for what he has
done for them, for giving a new meaning to their lives. | thank him
for his solidarity towards our community.

[English]

DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES AND OCEANS

Mr. Mike Scott (Skeena, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, while we all want
to minimize environmental impact, common sense and rational
approaches to development must prevail.

The Prime Minister and the government promised jobs, jobs,
jobs, but constituents in Prince Rupert tell a different story. Small
businesses in this community are deeply concerned and frustrated
by the lack of co-operation the department of fisheries has shown
with respect to waterfront development in this community.

| am told of many incidents where recalcitrant DFO bureaucrats
are standing in the way of job creating developments in Prince
Rupert. Last week | received a petition signed by a majority of
Prince Rupert businessmen asking that DFO adopt a more reason-
able posture.

On behalf of concerned citizens and businesses in Prince Rupert
| call on the minister of fisheries to rein in his over zealous
bureaucrats and encourage job creating small businesses in this
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community and other Canadian costal communities to pursue
rational waterfront development.

HEALTHY HARVESTFEST

Mrs. Rose-Marie Ur (Lambton—Middlesex, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, on September 21 the Southwest Middlesex Health Centre
presented the Healthy Harvestfest at its facility on Mount Brydges,
Ontario.

This event was a resounding success with more than 300 people
throughout my riding of Lambton—Middlesex attending. A large
number of participants, including the Heart and Stroke Foundation,
the Middlesex Farm and Home Safety Council, the Onyot'aka
Community Health Nurses, the Women's Rural Resource Centre,
provided valuable information and exhibitsto the public. A number
of local businesses were kind enough to donate prizes and food for
the event.

® (1105)

Founded in 1974 as a joint effort of the local communities and
the University of Western Ontario, the health centre is a unique
community minded facility offering awide variety of family health
care services in the community while serving as a training facility
for medical school graduates in family medicine.

My congratulations to the entire staff of the Southwest Middle-
sex Health Centre for hosting this event which hopefully will be
held annually.

MINING

Mrs. Marlene Cowling (Dauphin—Swan River, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | rise on this occasion to speak about how the govern-
ment’'s new minerals and metals policy will help Canada interna-
tionally.

The mining industry in Canadaplays avital role in the continued
well-being of our economy. Nowhere is it more important than in
many rural and remote communities that depend on it for their very
survival. However, the continued success of thisindustry is heavily
dependent on its ability to export what it produces.

Ensuring that our minerals and metals producers enjoy open
access to foreign marketsis a central objective of the new minerals
and metals policy. Its principles will guide the government in its
participation in international organizations like the World Trade
Organization and in its efforts globally to protect all Canadians
who are dependent on a prosperous industry for their livelihood.

Asthe world's leading exporter of minerals and metals, Canada
must play a leadership role in the management of international
issues affecting th industry. The new minerals and metals policy—

TheDeputy Speaker: The hon. member for Parry Sound—Mus-
koka.

MINING

Mr. Andy Mitchell (Parry Sound—Muskoka, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to acknowledge Natural Resources Canada’'s
commitment to sustainable development of Canada's mining in-
dustry.

In *“ Creating Opportunity” our government made a commitment
to incorporate the principle of sustainable development into all of
its activities. We are living up to that commitment.

The new minerals and metals policy is concrete evidence of this.
The policy establishes a framework that integrates not only eco-
nomic factors but environmental and social considerations in
federal decisions about minerals and metals.

Earlier this week the natural resources committee tabled its
unanimous report entitled ““ Streamlining Environmental Regula-
tions for Mining” which provides specific prescriptions on how
this policy can move forward.

By placing minerals and metals in a sustainable development
context, the government’s new policy ensures not only present but
future generations of Canadians will reap the benefits that this
important industry contributes to Canada.

* Kk %

[Translation]

NATIONAL PATRIOTS DAY

Mr. Stéphane Bergeron (Verchéres, BQ): Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to celebrate National Patriots Day. By dedicating the Sunday
closest to November 23 to the memory of those who fought for the
fundamental values of freedom and democracy—as my colleague
from Hochelaga—M ai sonneuve mentioned a few moments ago—
Quebecers want to pay tribute to the patriots who did everything
they could to leave us a country we can call our own, a country that
meets our aspirations.

Their contribution to the history of Quebec and Canada is
unquestionable. In fact, on October 7, the Maison nationale des
Patriotes, located in Saint-Denis-sur-Richelieu, received a presti-
gious award from Parks Canada. This house, which once belonged
to merchant and patriot Jean-Baptiste Masse, has been converted
into an interpretation centre. Visitors are reminded of the events
that led to the patriots rebellion in 1837 and 1838, when those who
were then called “ Canadians”’ fought against the British colonial
regime.

Since each brick and each stone of a building is essentia to its
construction, each action taken by these patriots must make us
proud of these men and women—
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The Deputy Speaker: | am sorry to interrupt the hon. member.
The member for Ottawa Centre has the floor.

[English]

TRANSIT STRIKE

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
national capital region is under the threat of a bus strike. Yesterday
a federal mediator was called in for marathon talks between OC
Transpo and its management.

There has been some progress. However, thereis still much work
to be done. As the deadline approaches it is our responsibility to
ensure that a fair and equitable solution is found and a strike is
averted.

| consider the public transportation system to be an essential
service. | believethat we should ook at measures where strikes and
lockouts would not be necessary in this area and where in the future
arbitrations become the norm.

The negotiations over the next three days are crucial. OC
Transpo employees, taxpayers and people in the Ottawa-Carleton
region look forward to a quick and fair settlement. My staff hopes
to take the bus to work Monday morning.

EMPLOYMENT

Mr. Paul DeVillers (Simcoe North, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to speak in the House on the matter of employment.

Many Canadians, including me, are concerned about the em-
ployment situation in Canada. Jobs are a source of income and
dignity for Canadians. Jobs are also crucial to the economic
well-being of this country and remain one of my top priorities.

To create more jobs we must get Canada’s public finances under
control. The reduction of the deficit is of course essential to job
creation and growth. The present government is well on its way to
meet its targets and the country’s economy is aready reaping the
benefits through the lowest interest rates since 1964.

® (1110)
[Translation]

| am happy that the economy has created 669,000 jobs since the
Liberals took office. Even though this number bodes well, | will
continue to work with the government and to encourage it to put in
place programs that will lead to the creation of more jobs to the
benefit of al Canadians, including the constituents of Simcoe
North.

S0.31
[English]

ENVIRONMENTAL ILLNESS

Mrs. Beryl Gaffney (Nepean, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, do these
symptoms sound familiar to you: feeling tired and sleepy 30
minutes after eating, muscle pain, bruising, extreme fatigue or
feeling flu-like after exposure to pesticides or chemicals, irritation
of the eyes or throat, breathing problems and head fogginess after
contact with new carpet or furnishings, recurrent urinary problems,
hyperactivity after meals, recurrent upper respiratory tract or ear
infections, and depression.

These are symptoms of environmental illness. To mark National
Child Day on November 20 the Environmental Iliness Society of
Canada had a picture drawing contest to educate Canadian children
about the potential consequences of environmental pollution on
human hesalth.

Recognizing these signs is one of the first steps in maintaining
good health and assuring our children a healthy future. Congratula-
tions to al who participated and who have helped to build
awareness of this illness.

[Translation]

PAY EQUITY

Mrs. Maud Debien (Laval East, BQ): Mr. Speaker, yesterday
the Quebec National Assembly unanimously adopted the Pay
Equity Act, one of the most advanced pieces of legislation to be
adopted by any parliament ever.

It iswith great pride that we salute the work done by all parties
on this question. Women and men have worked without respite to
make governments acknowledge the existence of wage discrimina-
tion based on sex and find a solution to the problem.

We wish to express our affection for Louise Harel who stayed the
course in choppy seas; we wish to express our gratitude to Monique
Gagnon-Tremblay for her support and understanding; and finally,
we wish to salute the Parti Quebecois government for keeping its
word and bringing in a bill that is so important to the future of
women of Quebec.

[English]

ROYAL COMMISSION ON ABORIGINAL PEOPLES

Mr. CIiff Breitkreuz (Yellowhead, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the
Royal Commission on Aborigina Peoples missed a golden oppor-
tunity to start Canadian Indians on a different course. Instead, the
commission’s recommendations amount to nothing more than
forcing natives to become permanent wards of the government.
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The net result would simply enlarge by $2 hillion a year what
already exists. This would include a bigger bureaucracy, bigger
undemocratic associations, more and higher paid lawyers and
consultants; in short, a much enlarged Indian industry.

Current unemployment levels on reserves are pegged at 47 per
cent. More money means even less incentive which will result in
greater dependency on the state. Unemployment on reserves would
soar even higher if these recommendations were accepted.

The recommendations divide Canadians on the basis of race.
They call for the setting up of an aboriginal house of Parliament.
The more we examine the report, the more it looks like a 1950s
South Africa document. When is this lunacy going to stop?

* Kk %

[Translation]

LANGUAGE QUESTION

Mr. Nick Discepola (Vaudreuil, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the lan-
guage question has aways been a very important one for al
Canadians.

The reason is simple: language is an essential component of a
peopl€e's identity. In Quebec, it isamajor factor of our history, our
development and our sense of belonging to our country.

A study by the Conseil de la langue francaise published yester-
day revealsthat the use of French in commercial signs has begun to
stahilize.

We know that the linguistic balance will always be fragile in a
region like Montreal. Above all, however, we are in favour of a
balanced approach to promoting an asset as fundamental as the
language of a people. We are also in favour not only of measuresto
promote the survival of the French language but also of those that
will strengthen it and so improve the cultural quality of life in
Quebec and everywhere else in Canada.

[English]

INFRASTRUCTURE

Mr. Lee Morrison (Swift Current—Maple Creek—Assini-
boia, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, on Monday the two lane Trans-Canada
death trap between Gull Lake, Saskatchewan and the Alberta
border claimed yet another life when a pick-up truck slammed into
a jack-knifed semi-trailer. This raises the death toll on that short
section to 25 in 16 years.

® (1115)

Liberals have no trouble funding the distribution of free flags or
topping up the treasuries of Liberal friendly companies, but they

cannot find the money to save lives by contributing the federal
share to complete our national highway system.

The government collects $5 billion annually in fuel taxes and
siphons 90 per cent of it into general revenue. Given the deplorable
state of the national highway system not only in Saskatchewan but
in northern Ontario and in Labrador as well, how can this blatant
misappropriation of funds be justified?

* k* %

[Translation]

AERONAUTICSSECTOR

Mr. Raymond Bonin (Nickel Belt, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, recently
the government announced economic news that is very important,
not only for the future of Bombardier but also for the future of the
entire aeronautics sector.

By granting this company an interest-free loan, the Canadian
government is acting in accordance with the objective to create
jobs in the Montreal area. And more important, prospects for the
type transportation products built by Bombardier will be excellent
in the years to come.

This is the kind of concrete action we need to protect the
economic future of a major region in Canada, in an industry where
future prospects in terms of jobs and increased investment are
excellent.

In this way, the Canadian government is helping to improve the
quality of life of all Canadians.

[English]

DEPARTMENT OF CANADIAN HERITAGE

Mr. Jim Abbott (Kootenay East, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the
heritage minister boasts about the success of giving away so-called
free Canadian flags. However, the costs of these free flags was
originally estimated at $6 million. Now the minister says she is
saving us $8 million because they are only going to be costing $15
million. Now that is what we call Liberal mathematics.

But wait, what is this? Unsolicited flags. That is right. The
heritage minister’s department is so anxious to hit one million flags
by next February it is sending out unrequested flags—unsolicited,
unrequested flags. Yet at the same time, the minister will not even
return correspondence from Canadians like Robert Harriman at
Kap-tan-Kool in Penticton who wants to turn over al his profits
from a patriotic unity hat manufactured in British Columbia.

Compare that to the reports that Heritage Canada distributed
patriotic T-shirts at a Montreal Alouette football game, T-shirts
manufactured in Mexico, imprinted in the U.S., distributed in
Quebec and paid for by Canadian taxpayers.
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Gee, | sure hope al the flags are made in Canada.

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

[Translation]

ABORIGINAL PEOPLES

Mr. Gilles Duceppe (Laurier—Sainte-Marie, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, the Dussault-Erasmus report says that native bands must
be recognized as aboriginal nations. The government is still
dragging its heels as far as giving them this recognition is
concerned. Since 1983, however, the Government of Quebec has
recognized its native peoples as distinct nations entitled to their
own culture, language and customs.

Can the minister tell us whether the federal government intends
to recognize aboriginals as distinct nations?

[English]

Hon. Ron Irwin (Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern
Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, if the hon. member looked at
the history, he would realize we have aways recognized aboriginal
people as being distinct in this country.

Unfortunately being recognized as distinct has not enhanced
their well-being. Right now they are looking to be up at a level
table with their fellow Canadians. However, they have been here
for 10,000 years. There is legislation and more constitutional and
legal responsibility to deal with aboriginal peoples as distinct.

[Translation]

Mr. Gilles Duceppe (Laurier—Sainte-Marie, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, it would be useful, as the commission report points out, to
do so officially, because this is not the case. Otherwise, the report
would not have raised this issue.

Itisdifficult, | think, for the federal government to recognize the
existence of distinct nations. We know this is so for Quebec, and
we can see it in the case of native peoples as well.

| ask the minister whether he will agree, as a first step in
negotiations with native peoples, to table a motion in the House
recognizing aboriginals as distinct nations, just as Quebec did over
ten years ago? | can tell him in advance that he can count on the
support of the official opposition if he tables such a motion.

[English]

Hon. Ron Irwin (Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern
Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, this government has no inten-
tion of playing the game of the Reform which is analogizing

Oral Questions

sovereignty and separation with the stigmas within the Canadian
federal system.

® (1120)

[Translation]

Mr. Gilles Duceppe (Laurier—Sainte-Marie, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, if the government makes its decisions as a legislator by
trying to avoid the Reform Party’s ““games’”, to use the minister’'s
word, | can tell you we will not get very far as a society.

A number of provinces have still not recognized native peoples
as distinct nations. Will the minister undertake to promote Que-
bec’s initiative with those provinces that have still not given this
recognition, so that they will join forces with the federal govern-
ment in this essential recognition of native peoples as nations in
order to set the stage for any serious negotiations? That is the first
step, to recognize that they exist as nations, and then to begin
negotiations. This is what natives are calling for, it is what the
report recommends, Quebec has doneit, and | urge the minister to
do the same on a federal level and take this message to the
provinces in order to encourage them as well to follow Quebec's
example.

[English]

Hon. Ron Irwin (Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern
Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | want to apologize for suggest-
ing that their idea of federation is anything like the separatists that |
face.

The resolution of the assembly from René Lévesque may have
said this, but in fact the separatists of Quebec feedl—as said by
various ministersin Quebec—that they have theright to take the 10
aborigina communities and the Inuit with them if they decide to
unilaterally secede from Canada. This is not the law. We do not
accept it. It isin the Supreme Court of Canada and hopefully the
separatist government will pay the same attention to the Supreme
Court of Canada on UDI that they want us to pay to the Churchill
Falls litigation.

[Translation]

Mr. Claude Bachand (Saint-Jean, BQ): Mr. Speaker, my
question is also for the minister of Indian affairs.

Yesterday, in response to a question, the Indian affairs minister
claimed, and | quote * As the Prime Minister said when he had this
job, we made a lot of mistakes on their behalf through the Indian
agents. It is time for them to make a few mistakes on their own’.
Thefederal government is slow in admitting its mistakes relating to
the abuse of aboriginal children in residential schools.

As many native bands are asking, does the federal government
intend to admit its responsibility in this shameful history of abuse,
and to make official apologies to the victims in the aboriginal
communities?
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[English]

Hon. Ron Irwin (Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern
Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the premise is not correct. | am
not going to give the history of the last three years. | will just give
the history of the last three weeks.

In the last three weeks we have admitted our mistakes collective-
ly in Labrador. We are reaching agreement with the Inuit of Davis
Inlet on relocation. We have admitted our mistakes north of the
60th parallel by not alowing First Nations to come to the negotiat-
ing table when we are talking about minerals. We have a package,
BHP in theterritories and Treaty No. 8 and Treaty No. 11 of which
the federal government is proud.

Two weeks ago in Saskatchewan we admitted our mistakes. In
the provinces of Saskatchewan and B.C. we say thereisan inherent
right of First Nations. | would be the first to admit that we have
made mistakes in the past and | would be the first as a representa-
tive of this government to go out there and try to do our best to
remedy those mistakes.

[Translation]

Mr. Claude Bachand (Saint-Jean, BQ): Mr. Speaker, this may
well be question period, but it is certainly not an answer period. At
least four questions have been asked of the minister, and he has
sidestepped them all.

To get back to residential schools. Residential schools weakened
aboriginal culture, weakened aboriginal languages, weakened ab-
original traditions. | have a serious question to ask of the minister. |
am asking him to give me an answer.

How can the minister deny the government’s responsibility—we
are asking him to acknowledge it, not deny it—when, thirty years
ago, in the days of the residential schools, the government had
recognized in court that residential school staff were employees of
the crown. Let it then acknowledge its responsibility.

[English]

Hon. Ron Irwin (Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern
Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the member wants a direct
answer to a direct question. He is right.

Mr. Garry Breitkreuz (Yorkton—Melville, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, yesterday the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Develop-
ment misled Canadians about Reform’s principles and policies
related to aborigina peoples.

® (1125)

The minister mocked our suggestion that individual aboriginal
people be given a choice about where they want their money sent.
Do they want their money sent to the chief and council or do they
want to receive the money directly from the federal government?

Why is the minister afraid to make treaty entitlements payable
directly to grassroots Indian people?

Hon. Ron Irwin (Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern
Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | will play it alittle slower for
the hon. member.

In our relationship with governments, whether it is Alberta or
B.C., on the transfers that the Minister of Finance makes with our
programs, we deal with governments. They decide whether they are
going to build hospitals or schools.

Is the Reform suggesting that we send all of the peoplein B.C. a
cheque directly from the Minister of Finance, leaving us broke and
leaving the provincia government broke? That does not work.

What Reform is suggesting is that we send $10,000 to each
native, which means that there is nothing in my budget, nothing in
the Minister of Health's budget and nothing in the Minister of
Justice's budget. That is what the Reform is suggesting.

Ms. Meredith: What a shame.
Mr. Mayfield: You are smarter than that.

Mr. Irwin: | am smarter than that. It is too bad that the Reform
member is not smarter than that. That is what he said on TV
yesterday.

Mr. Garry Breitkreuz (Yorkton—Melville, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, the comments of the minister make it abundantly clear that the
minister is afraid to cut funds to the Indian industry.

On page 39 of volume 5 of the roya commission’s report it
states that in 1992-93 government expenditures relating to the
aboriginal people were $15,714 for every man, woman and child.
That isbefore adding in increases in federal funding since that time
which total $1.5 hillion.

Can the minister tell Canadians how much of this cash actually
finds its way into the hands of grassroots Indian people living on
the reserves?

Hon. Ron Irwin (Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern
Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it is mistruths or misinforma-
tion that the Reform is putting out. | will go slowly or maybe we
can put it into cartoons so the Reform will understand it.

When a schoal is built worth $10 million to $12 million, the
Reform has taken that money for that school vis-a-vis Indians and
said that every Indian gets $15,000. That is not a fact. In fact
schools are built with it. Sewers are built with it. Water systems are
built with it. All these things are done to help all the public on the
reserves. That does not mean that an individual Indian gets $15,000
any more than it means that because Parliament Buildings are here
the cost of these Parliament Buildingsis $10,000 or $15,000 in the
pocket of each Canadian.

Mr. Garry Breitkreuz (Yorkton—Melville, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, back in 1969, when the present Prime Minister was the minister
of Indian affairs, the Liberals had a policy based on the fundamen-
tal principle of equality. | quote: **Non-discriminatory participa-
tion of Indian people in Canadian society.” If they had stayed on
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the equality track maybe there would have been no Oka, no
Gustafsen Lake and no |pperwash.

When will the minister repeal the Indian Act which dividesuson
the basis of race and replace it with new legislation based on the
principles of equality, democracy and accountability; principles
that would give individual Indian people real choices about what
they want done with their land and their treaty entitlements?

Hon. Ron Irwin (Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern
Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, we arelooking at the Indian Act
now. We will be looking at 18 sections in which the minister has
power that will be transferred to aboriginal people.

We will be looking at sections pertaining to western Canada
which say that they cannot sell their grain unless | approve it. In
western Canada they cannot sell their pork unless | approve it.

That will be in the House probably in the first week of
December. From what this member said today, | expect him to be
on his feet supporting those amendments.

® (1130)

[Translation]

AIR TRANSPORTATION

Mr. René Laurin (Joliette, BQ): Mr. Speaker, my question is
for the Minister of Transport.

Day in and day out, the federal government contradicts itself
about Canadian Airlines. Last Friday, representatives of the com-
pany and the federal government said that Ottawa would intervene
to save Canadian if employees would agree to a salary reduction.
OnMonday, in response to questions from the Bloc Quebecois, the
government denied its intention to intervene. On Tuesday, the
Minister of Transport told the unions that Ottawa would intervene
if Canadian and its employees failed to reach an agreement. On
Wednesday, the Prime Minister reiterated his government’s inten-
tion not to intervene.

Could the minister decide which it is finally and be clear about
his government’s intentions to help Canadian International ?

[English]

Hon. David Anderson (Minister of Transport, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, there is no contradiction, except in the mind of the hon.
member.

The situation is straightforward. This is the restructuring of a
private company. It requires the employees to take part. It requires
suppliers to take part. It requires American Airlines parent
company, AMR, to take part and it requires substantial change to
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change it from a company in the red, a company which is losing
money, to a profitable company which is in the black.

That cannot be done by the government. It cannot be done by the
injection of government money. It requires restructuring. That is
the government’s straightforward position and it has been the same
from the beginning of the problem.

[Translation]

Mr. René Laurin (Joliette, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the minister has
yet to make a decision.

Will the minister acknowledge at least that any federal interven-
tion in the Canadian affair must be governed by three conditions:
the first, that it not inject new public funds; the second, that it
prevent American control over part of theindustry; and third, that it
save as many jobs as possible?

[English]

Hon. David Anderson (Minister of Transport, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, we have received no requests from the company to
intervene. That iswhere the Bloc has been in error frequently in its
questioning. We have not been requested to intervene.

Now what might happen in the future and the speculative nature
of the member’s questions are impossible for me to answer under
the rules of the House.

THE CONSTITUTION

Ms. Margaret Bridgman (Surrey North, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
the report on the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples notes:
“The Constitution allows federal and provincia governments to
use the notwithstanding clause to step outside of the charter in
certain circumstances’. The report goes on: ** Recognized aborigi-
nal government should also be free to exercise this option”.

Will the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development
assure all Canadians their fundamental rights and freedoms are
protected from any government invoking the notwithstanding
clause to deny those rights, including equality and property rights?

Hon. Ron Irwin (Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern
Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, this is a problem. The notwith-
standing clause applies to the provinces. It is supported by most
members of the Reform Party in aformer life, and | see that some
of them are going back to it. They want that clause in there.

The royal commission has highlighted that there is no provision
in the charter in relation to self-government, no constitutional
change to give the same rights to aboriginal people. But the hon.
member is accurate, it is there, adichotomy that is going to have to
be dealt with by constitutional change at some point.
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Ms. Margaret Bridgman (Surrey North, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
aboriginal women are concerned about their right of individual
equality under aboriginal self-government.

What guarantees can the minister offer aboriginal women that
their right of individual equality is not endangered by self-govern-
ment?

Hon. Ron Irwin (Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern
Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the hon. member is referring
back to the charter of rights. It was always the position of the
Liberal government under former Prime Minister Trudeau that this
should be entrenched, that there should not be a notwithstanding
clause. It is there only because it was forced on us by the premiers
and by the Conservative governments of the time.

| hope that at some point we can take the notwithstanding clause
out of the Constitution so that the charter of rights is free standing
both for aboriginal people and non-aborigina people.

* Kk %
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[Translation]

AIR TRANSPORTATION

Mr. Stéphan Tremblay (Lac-Saint-Jean): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the industry minister.

On Monday, in response to a suggestion by the Bloc Quebecois
to merge Canadian International and Air Canada, the industry
minister stated that it would be an insult for western Canada
However, the fact of Canada having a single international air
carrier is not insulting, either for the West or for Quebec. It isclear
that the minister’s statement was only intended to exacerbate
tensions between Quebec and western Canada.

Does the minister realize that the only fair and lasting solution to
the problems facing the airline industry in Canada is the one put
forward by the Bloc Quebecois, namely to create one single
international airline as is the case for instance in France, England
and Germany?

[English]

Hon. David Anderson (Minister of Transport, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, government policy with respect to air travel is to try to
encourage competition so that the Canadian consumer can receive
the benefit of lower fares and more frequent flights.

We do not have before us a serious proposal from anyone,
including the Bloc, to merge the two airlines. What we have instead
is a situation where one of the two major airlines in Canada is
facing restructuring so that it can occupy amore profitable niche of
the air travel market and where it can be turned from a company
that has been losing substantial amounts of money into a company
that is profitable.

| should remind the hon. member that Air Canada too over the
last 10 years has lost substantial amounts of money, approximately
$600 million.

[Translation]

Mr. Stéphan Tremblay (Lac-Saint-Jean): Mr. Speaker, my
question was addressed to the industry minister. | would have liked
him to elaborate on the comments he made on Monday when he
seemed to be pitting the west against Quebec. Therefore, | redirect
my question to the minister regarding what he said on Monday.

[English]

Hon. David Anderson (Minister of Transport, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | really can add little to the reply that | made earlier, other
than to remind the hon. member, who is new to the House, that
questions are addressed to the government as awhole and while an
individual member may address a question to an individual minis-
ter, it is the government that responds, and any government
member can reply to such a question.

TOBACCO

Mr. Jim Abbott (K ootenay East, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the health
minister claims to have new evidence to support effective and
enforceabl e anti-tobacco | egislation. We have said that Reform will
support such legisation on the basis of the new evidence.

While young Canadians become addicted, the health minister
fights with the finance minister over tax provisions in the proposed
legidation.

When will the finance minister quit the internal warfare and give
the health minister agreen light on taxes so we can have warfare on
addiction instead of warfare in cabinet?

Mr. Joseph Volpe (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the member is off base on this.

The health minister has prepared legidation in response to a
blueprint document that has been in the public domain for awhole
year. There have been 3,000 plus responses, written and otherwise,
and the legidation is being prepared on the basis of the consulta-
tions that have taken place. It will come in due course.

The hon. member aready knowsthat we have indicated it will be
here and it will be here soon.

Mr. Jim Abbott (Kootenay East, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the
parliamentary secretary in answering for the finance minister has
not given us the background to this. It is very clear that there is
infighting and even with Reform Party help we cannot see that this
legidation is actually going to get through the House in time.
Meanwhile, hundreds, if not thousands of teenagers are becoming
addicted to cigarettes.
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When will the Liberals shut down their leadership race, get the
health minister and finance minister on side so we can save
Canadians lives?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it
is realy unfortunate that the Reform Party and this member in
particular, for whom | have some respect, is incapable of dealing
with an issue of major importance to Canadians and give it the
seriousness that it requires.

The hon. member knows full well that at the time the tobacco
taxes were lowered, the Prime Minister, the then Minister of Health
and myself said that we were going to monitor the situation closely
with the provinces; that it was our intention to see the taxes rise as
soon as it could be done and to the extent that it could be done
without triggering further contraband; and that we would be guided
in those discussions between the provinces and ourselves and in our
discussions with the Solicitor General of Canada and the Mounties.

® (1140)

The member knows that full well. That is the government’s
intention. It has been stated on anumber of occasions. The member
also knows that the Minister of Heath and the parliamentary
secretary have again confirmed that the government is prepared to
come forth with its package, which it will do.

The hon. member continues to stand up in this House and ask
questions when the Minister of Health has stated very clearly that
he will do it in his own good time. He knows the government will
make an announcement when it is ready to make an announcement.
It makes no sense for the hon. member to take the time of this
House instead of debating the issue as fundamentally and seriously
as it should be treated.

[Translation]

LUCY MAUD MONTGOMERY FERRY

Mr. Yvan Bernier (Gaspé, BQ): Mr. Speaker, my question is
for the transport minister.

The Bloc Quebecois has just received copy of a 1992 report
produced for Transport Canada showing that there are so many
flaws in the ferry running from Magdalen Islands to the mainland,
the Lucy Maud Montgomery, that it would cost close to $12 million
to refit that ship which could otherwise be the cause of some major
incident, and even the loss of lives. This morning local stakehold-
ers informed us that, since 1992, only $4 million have been
invested in the refitting of the ferry.

Does the minister intend to publish the coast guard report on the
safety of the Lucy Maud Montgomery and does he intend to go
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ahead with the plans for replacing that ferry, in accordance with
what was asked by the round table on transportation for the
Magdalen Idands in a letter sent to the Prime Minister and of
which he received copy yesterday?

[English]

Hon. David Anderson (Minister of Transport, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, unfortunately yesterday | was in western Canadaand | did
not receive a copy of the letter to which the hon. member has made
reference. | will certainly look at it and when | have the details |
will provide him with a response to his inquiry.

[Translation]

Mr. Yvan Bernier (Gaspé, BQ): Mr. Speaker, while the minis-
ter islooking into the matter, let me remind him that the people of
the Magdalen Islands have been waiting since 1994.

While he isthinking about the problem, since he has the required
funds, what is the transport minister waiting for to approve the
purchase of a ship, as requested by all the stakeholders on the
idands?

[English]

Hon. David Anderson (Minister of Transport, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the hon. member must know that he injects into the
preamble to his question references to documents which | do not
have in front of me and do not have the details of. He simply cannot
expect a responsible answer from any minister unless we have
examined the document.

If their questions were precise in terms of issuesinstead of being
filled with preambles which refer to so many other things, it might
be alittle easier for usto reply in the House in adirect manner to a
direct question.

CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION

Mr. John Loney (Edmonton North, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration. This
week there have been many commentsin the media concerning the
community of Vegreville and a report commissioned by the
minister’s department. What exactly was the purpose of this report
and what was it supposed to achieve?

Hon. Lucienne Robillard (Minister of Citizenship and Im-
migration, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | thank the member for Edmonton
North for that question which alows me to clarify the situation.

The purpose of that report was to evaluate problems in the
operations at the centre in Vegreville and not to evaluate anything
in the community of Vegreville. This was clear in the terms of
reference given by the deputy minister.
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The result of this study is very clear. It states problems in the
centre. There is no judgment at all on the community of Vegre-
ville. Let us be clear about that.

We al heard the comments of the mayor of Vegreville yesterday.
I commend the mayor for taking the time to read the report before
commenting. | commend him for his leadership in this matter. He
concluded it was an internal review of the centre. That is why the
deputy minister took action immediately at the centre.

® (1145)

LUMBER INDUSTRY

Mr. Bill Gilmour (Comox—Alberni, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, this
government ran on a platform of jobs, yet thousands of jobs are
being lost in sawmills right across the country. Mills are shutting
down because lumber quotas, which this government controls, are
being allocated in secret. The provinces and the companies agreed
on the allocation formula, however they did not and do not agree
with all the secrecy. Mill owners cannot understand why thereis so
much secrecy regarding aresource that is owned by the public. Mill
owners feel that the minister is playing politics with their jobs.

My question is for the minister of trade. As the minister refuses
to table individual mill quotas thus keeping them secret, will he at
least table a full list of companies that received lumber quotas in
the last round?

Hon. Lloyd Axworthy (Minister of Foreign Affairs, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the Minister for International Trade has responded to
these questions several times in the House pointing out there are
basic commercial rights that have to be honoured and respected.

It is important to point out that the allocation formula for the
softwood lumber quota was arrived at, at full, open, transparent
consultations with al the industry. There was nothing secret and
nothing hidden. It was done in full co-operation with the industry.

The hon. member’s suggestion now that there is some kind of
conspiracy and plot by the government simply indicates that he is
in fact accusing the industry itself of that kind of practice because
the quota system was totally and completely done in full co-opera-
tion with the private sector.

Mr. Bill Gilmour (Comox—Alberni, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, it is
exactly the reverse. It is now the companies that are accusing this
government of conspiracy.

The minister has stated in this House that he has no problems if
individual companies publicly divulge their lumber allocation
quotas. The problem is that only the minister knows which
companies were alotted quotas.

In order to save jobs, individual mill owners must be able to
negotiate allocations between themselves. However, they do not
know the players because the minister refuses to release the names
to the public.

In order to save sawmill jobs, will the minister table afull list of
companies receiving lumber quotas?

Hon. Lloyd Axworthy (Minister of Foreign Affairs, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, it is very important to go to what is the basic cause of the
hon. member’s protestationsin the House. The fact is that once the
quotas were allocated, many companies used up their alocation in
a very anxious way to take advantage of the market. That was a
business decision that they made. Now that they have found that
the allocation of the quota is no longer sufficient, they are
attempting to find ways of increasing it.

The Minister for International Trade said there is a reserve
system that can be given to companies that they in effect can bank
their quotaagainst next year's allocation. That would allow them to
keep their plants running and keep the jobs going. It is an orderly
system that was set up under the agreement.

To now start trying to bargain in the Chamber of the House of
Commons about getting more individual allocations for individual
companies is simply not the way to do good business.

[Translation]

INTERNATIONAL TRIBUNALS

Mrs. Maud Debien (Laval East, BQ): Mr. Speaker, my ques-
tion is also for the Minister of Foreign Affairs.

The crimes of genocide committed in the former Yugoslaviaand
in Rwanda, in particular, led to the creation of provisional interna-
tional tribunals. Yet, we know full well that other crimes of that
nature are also being committed elsewhere in the world.

Since, as Amnesty International was saying, ‘‘you do not create
provisional tribunals to solve permanent problems”, has the minis-
ter ever considered playing a leadership role in the international
community to obtain the creation of a permanent international
court of criminal justice?

Hon. Lloyd Axworthy (Minister of Foreign Affairs, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, in the speech | delivered to the General Assembly of the
United Nations last September | explained clearly that Canada
would support the establishment of a permanent international court
of crimina justice.

Mrs. Maud Debien (Laval East, BQ): Mr. Speaker, we know
that Canada said that it would make the arrest of war criminalsin
Bosnia a priority. Yet, nearly 100,000 people are rotting in Rwan-
dan jails without ever having been brought to trial.
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While the international community tries to set up a permanent
tribunal, with the support of Canada naturally, as the minister just
said, does the minister not believe that priority should also be given
to the orderly operation of the international tribunal in Rwanda,
and especialy to its operation according to the rule of law?

[English]

Hon. Lloyd Axworthy (Minister of Foreign Affairs, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | certainly agree with the sentiments expressed by the hon.
member about the real imperative and necessity of prosecuting war
criminals.

Asyou know, Mr. Speaker, Canada has been given the honour of
having Judge Louise Arbour as the chief prosecutor for the
international war crimes tribunal. In a meeting with Judge Arbour
about a month ago, she expressed the same concern as the hon.
member does about the need to prosecute more actively in Rwanda
for war crimes issues.

We are prepared to offer all assistance to Judge Arbour in terms
of enhancing her capacity for investigation and prosecution and to
secure the services of Canadians in the judicial and legal fields to
help in that regard. All we are really waiting for is a full
complement of what Judge Arbour would need and we will
certainly respond in the most active and effective way possible.

JUSTICE

Mr. John Williams (St. Albert, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, on three
occasions the Minister of Justice has granted leaves of absence
under section 54(1) of the Judges Act to Madam Justice Louise
Arbour. While that section may give him the authority to grant
leaves of absence, he certainly does not have the authority to allow
her to assume other duties, because section 55 of the Judges Act
states: ““No judge shall, either directly or indirectly, engage in any
other occupational business other than judicia duties”.

On what basis did the Minister of Justice approve the leave of
absence for Madam Justice Arbour to work as a prosecutor for the
UN while she is still a judge? We have just heard the Minister of
Foreign Affairs tell us that she is going to be an active and
aggressive prosecutor. She is a member of the impartial bench in
Canada. How can she be an impartial judge and a prosecutor at the
same time?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Justice and Attorney General
of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it is discouraging to have to
respond to that question and it is distressing that the question was
put.

A few feet away from the member’s place an exchange just
occurred involving the Minister of Foreign Affairs who described
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to the House the honour that was done this country when one of our
best, ajudge of the Ontario Court of Appeal, was asked to assume
responsibility as the chief prosecutor for war crimes. By unani-
mous resolution of the United Nations Security Council she was
singled out for that task. She left her judicial duties. She took a
leave of absence. She has travelled halfway around the world to
work in difficult circumstances engaged in that crucial responsibil-

ity.

During the months that we have tried to amend the statute to
overcome the technical prohibition against her being paid by others
for doing that work, we have encountered nothing but meanspi-
rited, narrow-focused and inappropriate objections from sources
who somehow fail to grasp both the importance of that work and
the honour that she brings to this country.

| invite the hon. member to rise above the niggling legalisms
upon which he now reliesfor partisan purposes and to join with this
government in making sure that Madam Justice Louise Arbour is
permitted to do that work on behalf of Canada and on behalf of all
humanity.

Mr. John Williams (St. Albert, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | am
disturbed by the response from the Minister of Justice who is
asking me to rise above niggling little legal details which prevent
Madam Justice Louise Arbour from taking this position. The
Minister of Justice isthe highest position in this land to uphold the
law of thisland. To have those kinds of words coming from himin
this House belittles the position which he holds.

Let me quote the minister's own words. Before the Senate
committee on October 7 he said: “There is no provision in the
Judges Act for a federally appointed judge such as Madam Justice
Louise Arbour to be granted aleave of absence without pay to work
for an international organization such as the United Nations”.

® (1155)

| have agreat deal of respect for Madam Justice Louise Arbour. |
have a great deal of respect for the work that she has been asked to
do in the United Nations, but | do not think that we should trample
the laws of Canadato alow her to go over there to uphold the laws
for the United Nations.

The Minister of Justice could have picked anyone elsein Canada
rather than someone from the bench. | am sure there are many
people who are perfectly capable of doing the job. Therefore, | ask
him again: Why is he allowing the laws of this land to be trampled
in order for someone to uphold the laws somewhere else?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Justice and Attorney General
of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the hon. member combines an
ignorance of the law with a meanness of spirit when he puts that
question.

In thefirst place, | am not the one who suggested Madam Justice
Arbour, it was the United Nations Security Council. Second,
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Madam Justice Arbour is not in breach of any Canadian law in
taking a leave of absence for other purposes.

The prohibition in the Judges Act is against her taking money
from any other source. It is that which is addressed by Bill C-42,
which was passed by this House, sent back with an amendment by
the Senate for reasons best known to the Senate, and which is now
before this House for adoption with the Senate's change.

| emphasize that there is nothing unlawful or inconsistent with
the Judges Act or any other law of Canada which Madam Justice
Arbour has done.

[Translation]

WAR CRIMINALS

Mr. Jesse Flis (Parkdale—High Park, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the foreign affairs minister.

[English]

| would like to compliment the hon. member for Laval East for
her questions on war criminals. My question really is supplementa-
ry to hers.

At arecent conference regarding war criminalsin Bosnia-Herce-
govina, Justice Richard Goldstone expressed concerns that many
who have been indicted for crimes against humanity are not being
arrested and brought to The Hague to face criminal charges.

| ask the minister: What specific instructions has Canada given
to its IFOR peacekeepers to assist in bringing these indicted war
criminals to justice?

Hon. Lloyd Axworthy (Minister of Foreign Affairs, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | am certainly glad that we are now engaging in an
exchange on one of the more crucial and vital contributions that
Canada can make through the work of Justice Arbour in the
international realm.

What we know now is that there are still many unindicted war
criminas in Bosnia. Until they are apprehended, the opportunity
for a peaceful solution in that country will be severely hindered.
We will begin to discuss over the next three or four weeks in the
NATO circles the extension of the IFOR engagement. We will be
putting forward a number of proposals to substantially strengthen
the capacity of the war crimes tribunal through the work of IFOR
and other means of the alied groups that are in Bosnia to
apprehend these criminals and to support the work of the tribunal. |
will be going before the parliamentary committee on Tuesday to
raise those very same questions so we can get parliamentary input.

This demonstrates that we have an opportunity in this country,
through the office of Judge Arbour and the war crimes tribunal, to
make a very significant and important contribution to bring peace
and reconciliation to the wartorn land of Bosnia

[Translation]

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Mr. Bernard St-Laurent (Manicouagan, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
my question is for the industry minister.

Last week, the industry minister issued an information sheet
aimed at consumers of direct-to-home satellite broadcasting ser-
vices and stipulating that it might be a crime for consumers to have
equipment used to pick up non-authorized American signals in
Canada. The industry minister is relying on importers, suppliers
and retailers of satellite broadcasting material to relay this infor-
mation to consumers.

Does the minister expect that those who sold this equipment and
who contributed to create the problem will be able to enforce his
regulations?

Hon. John Manley (Minister of Industry, Minister for the
Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency, Minister of Western
Economic Diversification and Minister responsble for the
Federal Office of Regional Development—Quebec, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, we tried to give all consumers the information necessary
for making judicious decisions.

This equipment is rather expensive. We are concerned with the
fact that several consumers paid over $1,000 for equipment that
might not be sufficient to receive satellite programming in the
future. This equipment is rather specialized, and the changesin the
services that will be available to Canadians will, in turn, require
technological changes.

® (1200)

[English]

MILITARY JUSTICE

Mr. Jack Frazer (Saanich—Gulf Islands, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
my question is for the Minister of National Defence and concerns
the military justice system.

| operated under and with the military justice system for more
than 36 years. | always considered that it was as or more fair than
the civilian justice system.

However, events in Somalia and a rising number of grievances
being submitted to the chief of defence staff indicate that there is
some reluctance among the rank and file to trust the military justice
system. The minister’s predecessor indicated that there would be a
study of the military justice system.

Would the minister consider in light of the red book promise
submitting areview of the justice system to the Standing Commit-
tee on National Defence and Veterans Affairs for its consideration
and report?
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Hon. Douglas Young (Minister of National Defence and
Minister of Veterans Affairs, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | thank my hon.
colleague for the question.

The Department of National Defence is reviewing the justice
system for the military. | share the hon. member’s views that
generally speaking it hasworked well for avery long timebut, asin
any system, there is aways ample room for improvement.

We will be bringing forward some changes to the military justice
system and certainly, as has been the case with matters relating to
the Department of National Defence and the military, | expect that
it is very probable that they would be considered by the standing
committee.

However, as the hon. member would know, | do not dictate what
the committee will entertain in terms of its own agenda, but |
would be pleased at the appropriate time to have the very valuable
input that we always get from that committee.

[Translation]

OLD AGE SECURITY

Mr. Maurice Dumas (Argenteuil—Papineau, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Human Resources
Development.

On November 8, areporter from the TVA network explained that
it was very easy to cheat on old age security benefits. Thejournalist
even managed to get more than $5,000 from the federal govern-
ment by using the birth certificate of a person deceased four years
earlier, without any check being made by the department.

Last year, the department’s investigators uncovered, to their
dismay, fraud in excess of $4 million. Can the minister tell us about
the scope of thisyear’s fraudulent activities and why it is so easy to
cheat?

Hon. Pierre S. Pettigrew (Minister of Human Resources
Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the Government of Canada and
the Department of Human Resources Development have a duty to
serve Canadians well. When people apply for benefits late, that is
some time after they have become entitled to such benefits, we
quickly issue a cheque to them and a verification is conducted
during the weeks and the months following theissuance of that first
cheque. This is a perfectly normal procedure.

However, itisillegal to deliberately submit an ineligible applica-
tion to the department and to take advantage of our goodwill and
our good faith. We want to reassure this House and all Canadians
that we have audit systems in place to detect fraudulent activities,
and that these systems are constantly updated and have been
greatly improved in recent years, thanks to the new technology.

Points of Order

Canadians should know that losing $4 million out of a total
budget of $57 billion is pretty good compared to what happensin
many other countries, and that we are working very hard to
improve the system even more, because Canadians deserve the
best.

The bottom line is that those who are entitled to a cheque must
receive it as quickly as possible. Providing good service must
remain our priority.

POINTS OF ORDER
ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

Mr. Gilles Duceppe (Laurier—Sainte-Marie, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, in answer to a question, the Minister of Transport pointed
out that, because of his lack of experience, my young colleague
from Lac-Saint-Jean did not seem to understand that any minister
can answer any question from the opposition, according to the
principle of cabinet responsibility.

The Minister of Transport, who has been amember of this House
for alonger period of time, who has alot of experience, should be
aware that the Speaker has previously informed the official opposi-
tion that any question dealing with the administrative duties of an
individual minister or with a statement made by an individual
minister should be put to the minister in question.

® (1205)

| just wanted to remind my colleague, the Minister of Transport,
that seniority and experience are not aways synonymous with
wisdom and good judgment.

[English]

Hon. David Anderson (Minister of Transport, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the hon. member seems to be mixing up the questions put
and the responses given.

The fact is that any member of the opposition can address any
question to any member of the government. However, the Prime
Minister may answer any question himself or some other minister
might answer any question, depending on the decision of the
government.

The actual response to a question from the other side of the
House is from the government. The government speaks as one
voice and, therefore, the principle of the solidarity of cabinet is
preserved.

I will be happy to discuss this more fully with the hon. House
leader of the opposition because really thereisno issue of privilege
whatsoever or a point of order.

If the member wishes to have lunch with me sometime and chat
about this a bit more, we might even invite the Speaker to come
along.



6616

COMMONSDEBATES

November 22, 1996

Routine Proceedings

[Translation]

Mr. Duceppe: Mr. Speaker, | appreciate the invitation, | would
certainly be pleased to do so one day.

However, | want to point out to the Minister of Transport that,
pursuant to a previous ruling by the Speaker, my young colleague
could not put his question to anyone else but the Minister of
Industry, who preferred to dodge the question and evade the issue.

The Deputy Speaker: | want to thank my colleagues for their
comments.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
[English]

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO PETITIONS

Mr. Ovid L. Jackson (Parliamentary Secretary to President
of the Treasury Board, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | have the honour to
table, in both official languages, the government’s response to
severa petitions.

COMMITTEESOF THE HOUSE

PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS

Ms. Marlene Catterall (Ottawa West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
have the honour to present the 47th report of the Standing
Committee on Procedure and House Affairs regarding the associate
membership of the Standing Committee on Justice and Lega
Affairs.

If the House gives its consent, | intend to move concurrence in
the 47th report later this day.

* Kk %

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
RETIRING ALLOWANCE ACT

Mr. Cliff Breitkreuz (Yellowhead, Ref.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-352, an act to amend the Members of Parliament
Retiring Allowance Act (deduction re other income).

He said: Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to rise in the House to
resubmit my private member’s bill.

This bill will amend the Members of Parliament Retiring
AllowanceAct by clawing back the pensions of former members of
Parliament, which are largely funded, of course, by Canadian
taxpayers.

The millions upon millions of dollars saved could be directed
toward reducing the debt, lowering taxes of long suffering Cana-
dians or prop up funding to health care and secondary education.

| ask al members of the House to support the bill.
(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed.)

* Kk %

COMMITTEESOF THE HOUSE

PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS

Ms. Marlene Catterall (Ottawa West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
move that the 47th report of the Standing Committee on Procedure
and House Affairs, presented to the House earlier this day, be
concurred in.

(Motion agreed to.)

® (1210)

PETITIONS

MARRIAGE

Mrs. Rose-Marie Ur (Lambton—Middlesex, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | would like to table a petition signed by constituents of
Lambton—Middlesex and surrounding areas which is duly certi-
fied by the clerk of petitions, pursuant to Standing Order 36.

The petitioners request that the House of Commons enact
legidation or amend existing legislation to define marriage as the
voluntary union for life of one man and one woman to each other to
the exclusion of al others.

CHAMPLAIN BRIDGE

Ms. Marlene Catterall (Ottawa West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
have a petition from several hundred constituents in Ottawa West
which draws to the attention of the House that the National Capital
Commission is planning the addition of a third lane to the
Champlain Bridge. It points out that the communities to be
impacted by an expansion have continuously objected to this
proposal along with the city of Ottawa and the regional municipali-
ty of Ottawa-Carleton. The petition calls on Parliament to oppose
the expansion of the Champlain Bridge and to refuse to authorize
the allocation of any funds for such expansion.

GENERICDRUGS

Mr. Paul DeVillers (Simcoe North, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to present to this House, pursuant to Standing Order 36, a
petition which contains 25 signatures of constituents of the riding
of Simcoe North. The petitioners request that Parliament regulate
the longstanding Canadian practice of marketing generic drugsin a
size, shape and colour similar to that of their brand name equiva-
lents.
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QUESTIONSON THE ORDER PAPER

Mr. Ovid L. Jackson (Parliamentary Secretary to President
of the Treasury Board, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the following ques-
tions will be answered today: Nos. 77 and 86.

[Text]

Question No. 77—Mr. Ringma:

With respect to the jointly administered Pacific Marine Heritage Legacy Park
acquisition fund, what has the government through the department of heritage
determined to be: (a) the amount of money for use in the purchase of Iands north of
Active Pass for fisca 1996-97 and (b) the priority list of those locations north of
Active Pass which are to be purchased?

Mr. Guy H. Arseneault (Parliamentary Secretary to Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Canadian Heritage, Lib.):
Within their total allocation of $60 million to the Pacific Marine
Heritage Legacy, PMHL, over five years, the governments of
Canada and British Columbia have not specified precise expendi-
tures for each fiscal year. Instead, priorities for land acquisition are
being determined on an ongoing basis as lands that meet PMHL
selection criteriabecome available on awilling seller-willing buyer
basis. Similarly, the proportion of those lands that lie north or south
of Active Pass and their relative priority for acquisition can
fluctuate depending on factors that include the potential contribu-
tion of available lands to the protected area objectives of the
PMHL, their ability to meet or exceed land selection criteria, and
cost. Some of these private lands are north of Active Pass,
including some that because of their priority interest are under
active but confidential consideration with land owners. Land
acquisition expenditures in 1995-96 totalled $10.75 million.

[Text]

Question No. 86—Mrs. Wayne:

Regarding war veterans' benefits, could the Minister of Veterans Affairs indicate:
(a) what are the number of veterans who were receiving a war disability pension and
died during the last reporting period of 12 months; (b) what was the total of war
disability pensions paid to those in (a) in the requested reporting period; (c) how
many of those in (a) left spouses or survivorsin receipt of all or a portion of the war
disability or survivors' allowance; (d) what was the total value of the pensions and/or
alowances in (c); (€) how many of those in (a) were in receipt of moneys under the
veterans independance program and (f) what was the total value of funds referred to
in (e)?

Hon. Lawrence MacAulay (Secretary of State (Veterans)
(Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency), Lib.): (a) During
fiscal year 1995-96, 5,030 veterans who had been receiving war
disability pensions died.

(b) The approximate amount of disability pension benefits,
including prisoner of war compensation, paid to this group was
$17,750,000.

(c) 3,430 of these veterans left spouses or survivors.

(d) The approximate amount of survivors benefits paid to this
group during the portion of fiscal year 1995-96 that survivor
benefits were payable was $11,594,000, based on medical disabili-
ties and prisoner of war compensation.

Government Orders

(e) 2,394 of these veterans who died during fiscal year 1995-96
were in receipt of benefits under the veterans independence
program, VIP.

(f) These veterans were paid approximately $4,988,000 in VIP
benefits.

[English]

Mr. Jackson: Mr. Speaker, | ask that the remaining questions be
alowed to stand.

The Deputy Speaker: Is that agreed?
Some hon. members: Agreed.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[Translation]

CANADA ELECTIONSACT

The House resumed consideration of Bill C-63, an act to amend
the Canada Elections Act and the Referendum Act, as reported
(with amendments) from the committee; and Group No. 2 of
motions.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member for Hochelaga—Mai-
sonneuve has five minutes left.

Mr. Réa Ménard (Hochelaga—Maisonneuve, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, think of all we can do in five minutes. It is fantastic.

So, | was reminding you of how pleased | am to speak on Bill
C-63 because the type of representative we will establish as
parliamentarians depends on it.

| was reminding you of how sad | am to see that the government
did not include the opposition parties in this House, that is, the
official opposition and the third party, in the consultation and
drafting process of this hill.

And | was reminding you of how proud we are, as an opposition
party, to have been able to depend on the hon. member for
Bellechasse, who combines the qualities of a highly skilled lawyer
and those of a seasoned parliamentarian with such flair.

| was aso reminding you of al the motions we have to put
forward because this bill leaves so much to be desired. We hope
that the government will agree to those amendments, because we
believe that they will be better for democracy.

| was reminding you of how easy it can be, in this democratic
system of ours, to make ourselves heard, even when one comes
from a humble background—and | am certainly a case in point—
since |, the son of a labourer, was able to run for office and get
elected in Hochelaga—Maisonneuve after a campaign that cost
only $35,000. When we come to think of it, it is really not much,
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compared to the Americans who amost have to be an officia
member of a lobby to be elected.

We know that the quality of our electoral practices depends on a
number of things. We brought to the attention of the government
the fact that there is a means to keep the process under control,
which is called a list of electors.

You know how important this voters' list is, since it supposedly
contains the names of all the people who can vote and who, as we
know, meet a number of requirements in terms mainly of citizen-
ship, age and place of residence.

® (1215)

We have questions regarding the government’s refusal to allow
the age of voters to be shown on the list of electors. It is a
questionable position. The more the list will include detailed
information, the easier it will be for all parties concerned to
identify cheaters. There is nothing partisan about that.

You will certainly understand that if, on election day, workers at
apolling station greet at their table aman named Réal Ménard who,
according to the list of electors, is 34 years old and the person
standing in front of them seems to be 70 years old, they will know
that something is wrong. The vigilance of the staff on election day
will help identify cheaters and stop the voting process when
unauthorized people show up at the poll. | think the government’s
position to refuse such an argument is questionable.

The same thing applies to gender identification. It is not a matter
of quality or quantity, but smply a matter of knowing if we are
dealing with a male or a female voter. | take these things very
seriously and it seemsto methat it would be in our best intereststo
have as much information as possible in order to identify cheaters.

We cannot accept the rather obsessive argument of the Reform
Party that the availability of this information will lead to sexua
harassment. It is true that the list of electorsis a public document
and that the chief electora officer has to make it available to any
individual or group upon request. But | still do not think the
Reformers' argument is valid.

The existence of such alist is not the kind of factor that would
encourage people who have a predisposition towards sexual harass-
ment to act on their impulses. We do not want to minimize the
importance of this extremely complex problem, but there is
certainly no correlation between the amendment we are proposing
and the kind of legislation the Reform Party wants to see passed in
this House.

We are much too aware of the importance of representation. We
know only too well what it means to have an elections act that is
truly reflective of the wishes of all parties. | believe the member,
whose riding escapes me for the moment, but of which he, no

doubt, is the worthy representative, knows the importance of
consensus in this matter. It is not true that in matters of |egitimacy,
in matters which concerns us as parliamentarians and members of
Parliament, we can afford to do without a rea debate.

It is not true that we should be delighted by the haste shown by
the government. This government did not show alack of courtesy
when the time came to consult us on the issue of riding redistribu-
tion and revision of the electoral map.

The hon. member for Bellechasse is in a very good position to
confirm that we were very closely involved in the process. He
reminded us that, with the help of all parties represented in the
House, we took more than a year to do the required revision work.

Why the sudden haste, the lack of courtesy on the part of the
government and its representatives, who decided not to call upon
the opposition parties, since we know that the House would have
come out of this a better House? Think about the impact we would
have had if we had been ableto say that the bill before us, Bill C-63
to amend the Elections Act, is truly what al parties in the House
wanted. | believe the government treated this matter off-handedly.

® (1220)

| think that the government did not live up to its responsibilities,
and certainly lacked courtesy, by not allowing the opposition to
fully participate in the review and enhancement of such an
important bill.

Mr. Speaker, | know that you are as committed to democracy as|
am, and that makes you a very endearing Speaker, but do you not
think that it would have been advisable to take advantage of the
debate to discuss the funding of political parties?

| know that in a few minutes we will have the opportunity to
discuss this matter, but | believe that it would have been wiser for
the government to go back to the basic meaning of the word. It
would have been alot better for the government to draw inspiration
from the practices currently in effect in Quebec.

As you know, and | will conclude on this, there has been for
more than a decade in Quebec a political party financing act which
is extremely democratic. And | will get back to this later.

[English]

Mr. Paul Zed (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
wish to thank both the hon. member for Bellechasse and the
member for Calgary West for their participation in the committee. |
very much appreciated, as | did that of al members of my own
party, their participation in the discussions involved with amend-
ments to this particularly important piece of legislation.

Before | specifically deal with the motions that are before us |
want to make one comment, in particular asit relates to something



November 22, 1996

COMMONS DEBATES

6619

that my colleague from Calgary West said and my colleague from
Bellechasse. Thisbill came to the committee after first reading and
the role of the committee after first reading.

It is important also to acknowledge that there was a royal
commission, the Lortie commission, in 1991 that dealt specifically
with some fundamental changes that ought to occur in electora
reform in Canada.

My hon. colleague will know that there were literally dozens and
dozens, hundreds in fact, hours of representations and work that
was done for the Lortie commission and the good work that has
been done by our own House committee on procedure and House
affairs.

The government’s reaction and response with the bill that has
come before us today is not something that was written on the back
of an envelope. There has been a significant genesis that has
evolved that has brought us to this period today. It is important for
listeners and for colleagues of this House to remember that it is
extremely important to have a consensus, in particular when it is
dealing with this most important matter of electoral change.

As the chairman, | was particularly pleased to see that in
principle there was a general consensus or an acceptance on the
issue of avoter registry and that there was a general consensus on
the principle of a shorter electoral campaign in view of the costs,
the significant cost issues involved.

| know | will have an opportunity to speak to a number of other
issues as they are presented later in this debate but | also want to
specifically talk about the motion of my hon. friend. The list of
electors derived from the federal registry will be distributed to the
candidates and political parties.

The date of birth information in particular in our view is not
considered essential to proper identification of voters on the list of
electors. That is not just our view as the government and it is not
just the view of many Canadians. It is important that the privacy
commissioner’s view is aso considered, as | know my hon.
colleague would want to have it considered.

| share the view that the date of birth information reveals
personal information about voters. | do not believe that Canadians
are prepared to see that level of persona information shared so
widely.

® (1225)

| accept and respect the views that are being presented in this
House by my hon. colleagues but | have to respectfully submit in
response to this particular motion that | think it is an intrusion. In
fact, the privacy commissioner and the chief electoral officer have
informed the committee not only on the issues of date of birth but
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also as it relates to gender, that on the second point, gender
information, raised by my colleague, the opposition whip, it was
felt it was useful for administrative identifiers for electors who
have names common to both sexes.

My colleague, the hon. member for Calgary, was talking about
the gender issue. | think it is important that the privacy commis-
sioner stated that he did not see the voluntary collection of privacy
information as a significant issue. In other words, gender was not a
significant issue and he did not recommend the removal of gender.
It was for those reasons that while we heard the views of hon.
members, we felt it was the preferred approach to take the view we
took in the legislation presented.

In responding specifically to the two motions contained in this
group, those are the comments that | wish to offer to my hon.
colleagues. | want to thank them for their participation. | regret that
they did not gain or feel they had the same opportunity to
participate in the debate at the committee stage.

They may recall that in March of this year the chief electoral
officer came to our committee and presented the concept of a
registry. | defer to the seniority on the committee of my hon.
colleague, the member for Bellechasse, who was on this committee
for quite a period of time prior to my assuming its chair.

Hewill recall that the concept of aregistry is something that was
universally endorsed as a good concept. | know that he does not
necessarily takeissue with that concept but it is perhaps the process
that he did not find as friendly as he would have preferred.

While | regret that he has not endorsed it, perhaps over the
course of this debate as we discuss this he may see hisway clear to
finding support for the proposal as it is being put forward. | thank
my colleagues for their participation. This concludes my remarks
related to this grouping of motions.

Mr. Jim Abbott (Kootenay East, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | would
like to contribute to this debate as it relates to two specific articles.

It was interesting that the member from the Bloc said there is
information that has to be given at a time when a person has a
driver’slicence. Of course that is true but the last time | looked we
do not distribute the information from the driver's licence to
candidates and political parties or post the information in such a
way that it becomes public.

Clearly the idea of the inclusion of the date of birth may be of
value with respect to the registry itself, but surely to do with the list
of electors| cannot say | agree with my colleague. | cannot see any
value to having that information. With respect to the comments just
made that the privacy commissioner did not see the inclusion of
designation of sex as a significant issue or as necessary, | would
like to read aletter whichisvery indicative of correspondence that
many of the members of our party have received and | suggest with
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respect that there may be Liberals who have received this kind of
correspondence.

It isdated November 29, 1995: “ Thousands of Canadian women
attempt to maintain the security of their domiciles with gender
neutral references whenever possible. These efforts are nullified at
election time by lists of electors which clearly note gender,
complete with a current address. This information is widely
circulated, being readily available in post offices throughout
Canada, and used, copied and distributed in campaign offices
extensively. When one of the research assistants to one of our
members questioned Elections Canada about this system, the
research assistant was informed that it was necessary to protect the
integrity of the list”.

® (1230)

The writer in this case was from the province of Alberta. She
wrote: “ The province of Albertamanagesto elect their government
without putting females at risk’.

| ask the Liberals if they would not rethink this particular item.
Unfortunately we have reached a point in our society—and it is a
low point in our society—where women are put at risk because of
certain dangerous elements in our society. We have to be much
more sensitive in this place to what we are doing. With al due
respect to the privacy commissioner, for whom | generally have a
great deal of respect, | cannot respect his position that thisis not a
significant issue.

I would like to point out to the Liberals that the protestation
made a couple of minutes ago that perhaps there should have been
more discussion and more consultation at the committee stage is a
little hollow. It is my understanding that there was areal rush to get
this through committee and that, in fact, the Liberals did not allow
sufficient time. As a matter of fact, it is probable that the Liberals,
because they have left this matter for so long, are probably going to
have to invoke closure to even get thisthrough in time to meet their
agenda.

Once again the House of Commonsis being treated like a rubber
stamp. The Liberals, when they suddenly wake up and discover that
they have a problem with atimetable or legislation, out of the clear
blue sky, very quickly, cometo the House and say: ‘L et us punch it
right on through”. It is an unfortunate practice, an unfortunate
happenstance, that the Liberals have chosen, systematically, to
treat the House as a rubber stamp.

That being a very partisan comment, let me go back to the issue
at hand. Unlike one of the Bloc members who said she would not
plead or she would not negotiate, | am asking very sincerely, on
behalf of the women of Canada, that the government take a very
serious look at this issue of including gender on voters' lists. | say
that because there are single women within my family and

acquaintances who, for example, will put aninitial in a phone book
as opposed to designating themselves as being female.

Thisis not a partisan issue. Thisis an issue of public safety for
women. | ask the Liberalsto rethink their position on thisissue and
vote in favour of the exclusion of gender on electors' lists.

[Translation]

TheActing Speaker (Mrs. Dalphond-Guiral): | now recognize
the hon. member for—

An hon. member: Matapédia—Matane.

TheActing Speaker (Mrs. Dalphond-Guiral): MatapédiaMa-
tane. But | know it by heart.

Mr. René Canuel (Matapédia—M atane, BQ): Madam Speak-
er, | congratulate you, except you should remember that | represent
Matapédia—Matane.

| would like to open up the debate just a bit, rather than limiting
my remarks solely to the amendment by my colleague, the member
for Bellechasse, who deserves specia congratulations for his
amendments, because he introduced several.

| think that we are moving a bit too quickly, and that we should
look a bit more closely at what has been done. | am not on the
committee, but it isimportant not to act in haste. In my view, there
is a great dea at stake.

A year, or a year and a half ago as | recdl, the riding of
Matapédia—Matane was even going to be wiped off the map.

® (1235)

The people | spoke with said: *“ That's crazy. Who thought that
up?’ | said: ‘It is a mandate of the government, which thinks that
Matapédia-Matane does not have the necessary population, and
they want to go by population”. That got quite a reaction out of
people.

The second agreement was that, instead of eliminating theriding
of Matapedia—Matane, they are going to redraw the boundaries of
Bonaventure—Iles-de-la-Madel eine. This does not make any sense
either, because if | draw you a map, or if you travel at all, you will
see that the riding of Matapédia-Matane takes in Matane, obvious-
ly, and Amqui; on the north shore, Sainte-Anne-des-Monts and
Cap-Chat as far as Madeleine; on the other shore, it takes in
Carleton and Maria, no small distance.

The old riding consisted of the triangle formed by Mont-Joli,
Matane and Amqui, which worked fine. There is no longer any
sense of belonging. People really are right to say that they should
go back to the drawing board and set up another commission, one
that will listen to people in the regions. Village by village, these
people have built a sort of family. When one village is lumped in
with another, they feel hard done by, excluded. They are virtualy
excluded. | am therefore asking them to go back to the drawing
board, or if they do not have the courage to do so, that at the least
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the Bloc amendments as proposed by my colleague from Belle-
chasse be accepted.

Looking at the amendment proposing that the date of birth be
included, this strikes me as logic itself. | would not like to pick up
on the arguments of other members who have been quoting
Boileau. One could quote other philosophers and say this: Listen up
here. When something is obvious, it is obvious, so let us give up
demonstrating it over and over. There is something obvious
involved here, and we are trying to demonstrate an evident truth.
Let us give up on that and just accept what is pure common sense.

What are the advantages other than those already mentioned?
When someone turns 15, we will know it. When we say, in
connection with the total population, that there are so and so many
people in Canada, in Quebec, aged 16, 17, 18, we will know and
can then take the necessary steps to provide them with some
political education. The first time somebody votes is really some-
thing specia for him or her. The schools are giving young people
more and more information now, but those who have never shown
any interest could be given more preparation when they reach 16,
17 or 18. With the figures in front of us, we will be able to help
them and provide them with more information.

For these reasons, because there are many arguments on both
sides, from the Reform Party and from the Bloc, | am asking the
House to support the amendment of my colleague from Belle-
chasse, and | shall be speaking later on the other amendments.

® (1240)

Mr. Stéphane Bergeron (Verchéres, BQ): Mr. Speaker, | would
like to take this opportunity to say afew wordsin this debate. | did
not intend to, but | was listening to my colleagues, and | thought |
would like to comment on the amendments presented by the hon.
member for Bellechasse.

By the same token, | would like to thank him for and congratu-
late him on the excellent work he did on behalf of the Bloc
Quebecois and the official opposition, but of course, first and
foremost, on behalf of voters in the riding of Bellechasse, in
Quebec and even in Canada. The amendments he proposed will
make the process more democratic. That being the case, every
citizen of Quebec and Canada stands to gain.

It would be too easy to go along with the demands of those who
want the voters' list to be absolutely minimal, the excuse being
respect for privacy and persona information, and so forth. The
hon. member for Laval Centre made a very apt comment when she
said that every citizen is entitled to a passport. The passport
contains a certain amount of information, and no one challenges
the need to include al this information. It only makes sense.

Government Orders

We all know there was quite a to-do about passports, so there
must be some consensus in this House on the issue. When we go
abroad, it isimportant for the customs officer to know who we are.
It is even more important when we vote to elect the people who
represent and govern us. In that case there must be no misunder-
standing about the identity of the people who exercise their
franchise.

| think it is important to indicate the gender of the voter on the
list. I know thisis avery emotional issue, but as the hon. member
for Laval Centre pointed out earlier, the first name often gives a
good indication of the gender of the voter, but in some cases, it may
not work.

Take my own first name, for instance. Mr. Speaker, if you will
allow me to indicate my first name, which is Stephane. Unlike the
hon. member for Lac-Saint-Jean, my first name is spelled with an
‘e’ a the end. While for many francophones the name *““ Sté-
phane” is clearly a man’s name, for many of our anglophone
colleagues it is not obvious that the name ** Stéphane’” with an ““¢e”
at the end is a man’'s name.

| can tell you that in the three years | have sat in the House of
Commons, | have received a lot of mail addressed ‘‘Dear Mme
Stéphane Bergeron” or “* Mrs. Stéphane Bergeron™ or when people
wanted to make my name masculine, they would take off the “€"’,
because, in English, such names, like Joanne or Suzanne, are
usually women's names. | think, under the circumstances, to avoid
any confusion, the gender of the voter must appear on the electoral
list.

Mr. Langlois: Camille.

Mr. Bergeron: Camille is a fine example as well. | am not
talking about the people at the clerk’s table. In order to make sure
there is no confusion, the voters' list must indicate the voter's
gender. Similarly, and once again to avoid confusion, dates of birth
must be indicated. That is obvious.

Up to now, my colleagues have been indicating the importance
of including voters date of birth on the electoral list. Some might
point out that some first names might give an idea of the age of the
voter.

® (1245)

| keep coming back to my name, Stéphane, a relatively new
choice in first names for French Canadians and Quebecers. Adal-
bert would be an older sounding name, | might say, or a more
venerable one. That said, you have to understand that, for there not
to be any doubt, the date of birth should be given.

| still have four minutes left? | had already started my conclu-
sion, so | will have to reorganize my thoughts so | can continue.

As | was saying before, while Stephen might have a more
modern ring to it and Adalbert or Canute a more ancient one, it is
obvious that just with the first name—although earlier on | heard



6622

COMMONSDEBATES

November 22, 1996

Government Orders

my Reform colleague suggesting that we get rid of the first name
altogether. What kind of information are we going to beleft with on
the voters' list if we reduce it to such a minimum?

God knows that not one member in this House would dare say or
do such athing, but there is no doubt that eventually, if the voters
list was watered down to this extent, certain evil doers could take
this opportunity to corrupt democracy.

If that was the case, Canadians and Quebecers as a whole would
come out the losers. Therefore | strongly urge all my colleaguesin
this House, who support democracy and the need for transparency
in a democracy, to vote for the amendments moved by my
colleague from Bellechasse.

Mr. Yvan Bernier (Gaspé, BQ): Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to
address this House on a nice Friday afternoon, after the hon.
member for Verchéres. | was going to mention his name, but thisis
not allowed.

Mr. Bergeron: You can only mention my first name.
Mr. Bernier (Gaspé): Your first name? Ah, yes.

Mr. Speaker, as my colleagues have mentioned, but | will say it
again for the benefit of those who may have just joined us, the bill
before us, an act to amend the Canada Elections Act and the
Referendum Act, is now at report stage.

People at home may wonder why a bunch of MPs are talking
about gender and date of birth today. It is because we are discussing
a bill to amend the Canada Elections Act.

My colleagues are making comments that may lead to various
interpretations. | will try to remain calm and to tell you what | set
out to say.

The reason why the date of birth should be included, as was
explained by the hon. member for Bellechasse who tabled the
moation, is that this information is aready on Quebec's electora
lists. Why? It isto provide those in charge of an election with atool
to correctly identify people. As a number of my colleagues
mentioned this morning, there may be several people with the same
name, but they are rarely born on the same day.

It isatool we feel is of great importance. Some people will say:
““You are going to use this information so that you can categorize
voters’. Political parties have other tools they can use for this
purpose, and the first thing that comes to mind is that when you
want to know people, you must first live in their region and see
them every day, which | do each week when | go back to my riding.
That is the first tool a member has to work with.

| am therefore not in the slightest worried that they want to
mention date of birth in the new bill. Quebec aready has this toal,
and | think it could also be important for the rest of Canada to

includeit in the Canada Elections Act. Everyone would then be on
an equal footing.

As for the other addition, | think that gender is already men-
tioned in the bill.

® (1250)

| do not have a copy of the Quebec statute in front of me, but |
believe that it is included. With respect to the objection by the
member of the Reform Party, although we could debate it a bit
longer, | see no problem with mentioning gender as well, for the
very same reason as that given by the member for Vercheres, which
is that an “€” can be misleading. Although one look at him and
there is no doubt at al that you are dealing with a Man, with a
capital “M".

| do, however, insist that gender be indicated. | would remind all
of the hon. members and all of the electorate that 52 per cent of
voters are female. When women are, for once, in the majority and
can signal their presence, | think the voters' list is how they should
do it.

There has long been criticism that women are not represented
adequately in this House. This would be a good reason to retain in
the Elections Act the requirement that gender must be indicated,
precisely to force us as legisators to realize that more than 50 per
cent of the electorate are women. These, then, are two tools which
we see as indispensable.

| would also add, in connection with this group of motions, as
my colleague from Matapédia—M atane has al so said, that we have
experienced considerable changes with respect to the redrawing of
electoral boundaries. | wish to mention this, so that people clearly
understand that this is not what we are talking about here this
morning, for it could be misinterpreted. We are talking about the
act to amend the Canada Elections Act, which is not the samething
as what was done by the Electoral Boundaries Commission.

My colleague from Matapédia—Matane has described the up-
heaval in hisriding. |, who represent the riding of Gaspé, will have
to face the hon. member for the present riding of Bonaventure—
lles-de-laMadeleine in the next election.

In passing, | and my colleague from Bellechasse would like to
thank the people who are here in the House today, particularly the
Government Whip, for their support. Last week we adopted abill at
all stagesto change the names of electoral districts. Thisis another
achievement and | wanted to congratulate these two people. |
would like to thank them and also point out to all members present
in this House that the reeves of the RCMs in the Gaspé are very
pleased that hon. members agreed to include all RCMs in the new
designation of the new Gaspé riding which will be called Bonaven-
ture—Gaspé—Iles-de-la-Madel eine—Paboc.
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All four RCMs are very pleased, they thank you and they want
to say that this will give them a sense of belonging, because all
four will be identified with the new riding. They will be working
together. As a geographical entity, it is still rather scattered, but
they are prepared to do what they can, and we will see what will
happen in the future.

| may add, and | say this personally, as long as the riding of
Bonaventure—Gaspé—I|les-de-la-M adeleine—Paboc will remain
part of Canadian history, since | hope that some day, we will have
another referendum on the sovereignty issue, that we will have an
opportunity to deal with the situation at that time.

That being said, | will get back to the group of motions now
before the House. We said that the Bloc Quebecois wanted to
ensure that age would be mentioned. We al so wanted the gender of
the voter to be indicated, as it is now. This will be useful as a
reference for members and make it easier for the returning officer
in a given region to identify people.

® (1255)

Where | live, there are people with the same first name and the
same last name as mine. My father had the same experience. By the
way, you will recall that formerly in Quebec, athough that is no
longer the case, after they were married, women were known by the
name of their husband. To my mother’s astonishment, when she
went to the doctor for a minor problem, she heard the receptionist
say she was pregnant. However, this was another Mrs. Laurent
Bernier. So you see the kind of confusion that can arise, even if this
situation was funnier than most.

We must have the assurance that no one can use someone else's
name and especially that the individual who wants to vote will be
able to do so. The Bloc wants to make sure that the government
understands these situations. There is no warfare intended here. We
hope we can reach an agreement soon.

However, as many of my colleagues have indicated, the fact that
we are at report stage indicates that we went alittle too fast earlier
on. Had debate been allowed, and the content of the bill shared with
the opposition parties, these details could have been resolved
earlier.

My colleague from Bellechasse mentioned this as well at the
start of his speech; we are at the dawn of an election campaign. So
the emotional reaction of the government is understandable, since
it isin ahurry to change the Canada Elections Act. We would have
expected that changes to the Canada Elections Act would be made
at the start of the 35th Parliament, that is, when all the members of
Parliament arrived. At that point, we would have had five years to
debate this matter. We should have assumed that the government
wants to do it faster for election or partisan reasons.
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We have a fait accompli before us. The bill is now at third
reading. To be sure there is no partisanship and no question of
pushing things along too fast and to ensure everyone understands,
we expect the government to let us have our full say.

Several members speak to a group of motions to be sure that the
government gets our message, takes note and incorporates the
points we make so that everyone's opinion isreflected in the bill. It
will then be used in the election of al members. All voters,
whatever their alegiance, must feel comfortable. That is what
democracy is about. You have to believe in the tools we acquire in
order to be able to move things along.

| conclude on this point. | will return later, when we discuss
other groups of motions.

Mr. Bob Kilger (Stormont—Dundas, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, fist
of al let me say how much | appreciated the opportunity to renew
my experience with committee work, particularly with the Stand-
ing Committee on Procedure and House Affairs. It brought back
some pleasant memories, even if at the time | sat on the other side
of the House. Frankly, | must say that the experience is more
enjoyable from this side.

Having said that, | want to join with those who congratulated our
colleagues from both sides of the House for their enthusiasm and
hard work on this bill.

® (1300)

They include my colleague, the hon. member for Fundy—Royal,
who chaired the committee, the hon. member for Bellechasse, who
redly gave it al he had and worked extremely hard, the hon.
member for Laval Centre, the chief opposition whip—

[English]

—the member for Calgary West and the member for Lethbridge,
from the Reform Party, and of course the whip of the Reform Party,
the member for Fraser Valley East, and a good number of my
colleagues, including the deputy government whip, the member for
Ottawa West and many others, who, long before | arrived, had
already put in along number of hours hearing testimony from very
impressive witnesses, including the commissioner of privacy—

[Translation]
—Mr. Kingsley, the Chief Electoral Officer, to name a few.

| also want to say briefly that | am left with the strong feeling
that discussions and consultations have been all encompassing. If
we recall the Lortie commission and all its elements, we know that
there is aready broad support in Canada for the general principles
contained in the bill, including reducing the length of the election
campaign from 47 to 36 days. This proposa has been very well
received by voters throughout Canada.
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[English]

| believe there is aso a consensus among the parties and, more
important, among the electorate that a permanent register is long
overdue and will be a welcome addition to the electoral processin
Canada.

In a later motion we will deal with another matter of great
significance to the regions, particularly to western Canada, which
is the matter of staggered hours.

| would like to take a few comments to the two principal issues
within this group of motions, the first being the matter of gender.
Both the issues of gender and date of birth, which | will deal with
later, could be useful. Thereis no denying that administratively that
information could be useful. However, | am satisfied from the
testimony of Mr. Kingsley of Elections Canada and others, as well
asthe privacy commissioner, Mr. Phillips, that it is not necessary. It
is not essential.

Our electoral system is based on honesty and the freedom to
vote. We encourage all Canadians to exercise their responsibility to
vote. Too many Canadians do not participate in the electora
process.

Having said that, because of the strong testimony of the privacy
commissioner, | do not believe that it is necessary. He further stated
that he did not see the voluntary collection of privacy information
asasignificant privacy issue and, therefore, he did not recommend
the removal of gender from the list of electors.

In summary, while a clarification of gender is desirable informa-
tion to differentiate voters with the same names, it is not necessary,
and for that reason it is not included in Bill C-63.

[Translation]

With regard to the date of birth, | realize that the hon. member
for Laval Centre, the chief opposition whip, is a very young and
dedicated lady who is not hiding her age, but we must do what isin
the best interest of Canadians. Even if it could be useful adminis-
tratively, it is not essential.

Again, according to the testimony given by the privacy commis-
sioner, | submit that the reason why it is not in the bill is simply
because it is not essential and that our electoral process is a
voluntary one. True to these broad principles and to the privacy
commissioner’s advice, we thought appropriate to include neither
the gender nor the date of birth.

® (1305)
The Deputy Speaker: |s the house ready for the question?

Some hon. members: Question.

The Deputy Speaker: The question ison Motion No. 1. Isit the
pleasure of the House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

The Deputy Speaker: All those in favour of the motion will

please say yea.

Some hon. members. Yea

The Deputy Speaker: All those opposed will please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.

The Deputy Speaker: In my opinion the nays have it.

And more than five members having risen:

The Deputy Speaker: The divison on the motion stands
deferred. The recorded division will also apply to Motions Nos. 3,
9, 15 and 18.

We now move to mations in Group No. 3.
[English]

Mr. Bob Kilger (Stormont—Dundas, Lib.) moved:
Motion No. 5

That Bill C-63 be amended by adding after line 22 on page 2 the following new
Clause:

1.1 The portion of subsection 9(3) of the Act after paragraph (b) is replaced by
the following:

the Chief Electoral Officer may extend the hours of voting at the polling station to
alow votesto be cast on the ordinary polling day after the hour fixed by or pursuant
tothisAct for the closing of the poll at the polling station, but shall not, in so doing,
permit votesto be cast at the polling station during an aggregate period of more than
twelve hours.”

Motion No. 20

That Bill C-63, in Clause 44.1, be amended by replacing lines 44 to 46 on page 25
and lines 1 to 7 on page 26 with the following:

*(a) between 8:30am. and 8:30 p.m. if the el ectoral district isinthe Newfoundland,
Atlantic or Central time zone;

(b) between 9:30 am. and 9:30 p.m. if the electoral district is in the Eastern time
zone;

(c) between 7:30 am. and 7:30 p.m. if the electoral district isin the Mountain time
zone; or

(d) between 7:00 am. and 7:00 p.m. if the electoral district isin the Pecific time
zone."”

Mr. Stephen Harper (Calgary West, Ref.) moved:

Motion No. 21

That Bill C-63, in Clause 44.1, be amended by replacing lines 44 to 46 on page 25
and lines 1 to 6 on page 26 with the following:

“(a) between 10:30 am. and 9:30 p.m. if the electoral district is in the
Newfoundland, Atlantic or Eastern time zone;

(b) between 10:00 am. and 9:00 p.m. if the electoral district isin the Central time
zone;

(c) between 9:30 am. and 8:30 p.m. if the electoral district isin the Mountain time
zone; or
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(d) between 9:00 am. and 8:00 p.m. if the”

Mr. Francois Langlois (Bellechasse, BQ) moved:
Motion No. 22

That Bill C-63, in Clause 46.1, be amended by replacing line 31 on page 27 with
the following:

‘‘day at an election, have no less than four consecutive”

Mr. Stephen Harper (Calgary West, Ref.) moved:
Motion No. 23

That Bill C-63 be amended, by adding after line 44 on page 27 the following new
Clause:

““47.1. That part of subsection 160 (1) of the Act preceding paragraph (a) is
replaced by the following:

160.(1) One and one-half hours after the close of the poll in the Newfoundland,
Atlantic and Eastern time zones, one hour after the close of the poll in the Central
time zone, one-half hour after the close of the poll in the Mountain time zone, and
immediately after the close of the poll in the Pacific time zone, in the presence and in
full view of the poll clerk and the candidates or their agents, or, if the candidates or
any of them are absent, in the presence of those candidates that are present, and of at
least two electors if none of the candidates are represented, the deputy returning
officer shall, in the following order,”

Motion No. 25

That Bill C-63 be amended by adding after line 5 on page 35 the following new
Clause:

*68.1 Subsection 328.(1) of the Act is replaced by the following:

328.(1) No person, company or corporation shall, in any electoral district before
the hour fixed by or pursuant to subsection 160(1) for the counting of the votes in
that electoral district, publish the result or purported result of the polling in any
electoral district in Canada by radio or television broadcast, by newspaper,
news-sheet, poster, billboard or handbill or in any other manner.”

[Translation]

Mr. Langlois. Mr. Speaker, since | do not wish to be recognized
for the purpose of the debate, | am raising a point of order of avery
genera nature by saying that the Bloc's motion in this third group
is motion No. 22, dealing exclusively with opening hours of polls,
and more specifically with the period of time employers must give
their employees to vote.

If thisis agreeableto you, Mr. Speaker, | will discussthisissue at
the end, once the chief government whip will have tabled his
amendments, and also after the member for Calgary West will have
explained the nature of his amendments on a much more general
issue, that is the possibility of having variable hours for polls
across Canada.

The Deputy Speaker: Does the House agree?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

Government Orders

® (1310)
[English]

Mr. Stephen Harper (Calgary West, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | am
happy to rise to discuss the maotions in Group No. 3. Group 3
contains anumber of motionsand | will try to addressall of themin
my comments. There are three Reform motions, two Libera
motions and one presented by the Bloc Quebecois.

All these motions deal with the attempt to incorporate provisions
in this legislation that would stagger voting hours. We discussed
this issue not when we addressed Bill C-63 in the House previously
but when we addressed Bill C-307, a private member's hill.

That private member’s bill was passed by the Housein principle,
although it is more than fair to say, based on the record, that
Reform Party members indicated our grave reservations about the
approach advocated in the bill. We only approved it in principle for
the purpose of further discussing the proposal in committee and
arriving at a consensus.

We did not arrive at a consensus on these issues. The government
chose to go ahead with a proposal that is substantially different
from what was passed in Bill C-307. It is substantially different in
at least two ways. It altered the hours for voting that were proposed
in Bill C-307, moving them up so that not only are we cutting into
prime voting hours in British Columbia but in Alberta as well.

The other change made wasto reverse hoursin the case of thefar
eastern part of the country. In Atlantic Canada the polls would
actualy close at earlier local times than they would in central
Canada. This was not a proposal the committee heard during
deliberations.

These government proposal s were not even an option for consid-
eration when the Library of Parliament researcher prepared his
report for our discussion. These proposals literally came out of
nowhere.

Nothing was proposed in these options that would indicate a
premature closing time in Alberta. Never was it proposed in this
document that the hours be earlier than 7.30 p.m. in British
Columbia; nor was it ever proposed that we would actually reverse
the hours in the case of the far east of the country.

We said this set of proposals needed to be studied and on which
we needed to come to a consensus, but we did not. On top of that,
we discussed items in our preliminary discussion which sparked
considerableinterest in all the parties represented on the committee
and in the chief electoral officer. However, they were then entirely
rejected by the government when it tabled its proposal.
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The items include not just the hours but the concept of delaying
the vote count in some parts of the country as a way of dealing
with this problem. There was aso a proposa to eliminate the
blackout.

We were looking for a proposal that would involve three
elements as away of dealing with the time zone differences across
the country: staggering the voting hours, staggering the vote count
and ablackout. But when the government presented its proposal the
last two elements completely disappeared which was a surprise to
us.

More surprising were the comments by some of the government
members that it was necessary to arrive at a consensus and thiswas
how they did it. | think | speak for the Bloc and my party when | say
that we were left wondering where the consensus was since only
one of the parties seemed to agree with this proposal. How could
this decision possibly be classified as a consensus?

Mr. Abbott: That's Liberal consensus.

Mr. Harper (Calgary West): My colleague saysit isa Liberal
CONSensus.

The three Reform motions in Group No. 3 deal with the
proposals we put forward which | will not say were unanimously
accepted in discussion. That is not the case. They were not rejected
and seemed to be of interest to al parties in the committee during
our discussion on this particular issue.

® (1315)

Our proposals were to stagger the hours beginning by moving
the hours of voting back a half hour in each time zone east of
British Columbia, delaying the count a further half hour for each
time zone and eliminating the blackout entirely in the case of
Atlantic Canada as a way of making up anything over and above
the three hour difference between British Columbia and Quebec.
Those are the proposals we have here. They are divided into three
motions.

Motion No. 21 relates to the actual closing hours we propose
which would be 8 p.m. in British Columbia; 8.30 p.m. in Alberta; 9
p.m. in Manitoba and Saskatchewan; 9.30 p.m. in Ontario and
Quebec; and 9.30 p.m. as well in Atlantic Canada. Motion No. 23
would delay the vote count. That would be an additional half hour
for each time zone, a delay of a half hour in Alberta, an hour in
Manitoba, and an hour and a half in central Canada. Motion No. 25
proposes to limit the blackout.

Our preference would have been with staggered voting hours to
completely eliminate the blackout for Atlantic Canada because
frankly we could not see that this realy would be an issue to
anybody in the west or even in central Canada. The fact that there
might be some preliminary results available from Newfoundland

and the maritimes did not seem to be an issue. Therefore we were
going to propose eliminating it entirely.

The only reason our amendment does not do that is that we were
concerned with the limits we had in our technical drafting, that we
were not able to capture some of the effects on advanced polls and
special ballots. We were concerned that some of those results might
circulate even before the counting had begun in some parts of the
country. That is why we only limited the blackout as opposed to
eliminating it but the concept is till the same.

| will be speaking at much greater length on this when we reach
full debate, but | urge the government to reconsider this. The whole
rationale that many in the government have given for this is that
somehow it would deal with grievances in western Canada, to deal
with the fact that westerners presumably know the results or that
governments are elected before the polls have even closed in the
west. That was stated to be one of the concerns here.

The effect of what the government is proposing is to do that by
limiting the ability of western Canadians to vote. Closing the polls
in British Columbiaat 7 p.m. hasamajor impact upon prime voting
hours in that province. This is terribly problematic and it is not
necessary. | am very suspicious about the proposal to close the
pollsearly in Alberta. Thisisnot necessary in any form to deal with
this problem. | am very surprised that the government threw that in.
It was another anomaly in its solution.

Thefinal anomaly | will mentionisthat this provisionisactually
allowing the count to begin in Ontario ahalf hour earlier than when
the polls close in B.C. While technically feasible, this was in fact
rejected by the member from Vancouver East who proposed the hill
in the first place.

There are al kinds of anomalies in this solution, things that did
not reflect the committee discussions.

The Liberals are trying to make amends by their Motions Nos. 5
and 20, both of which we will oppose. Motions Nos. 5 and 20
essentially propose to extend voting hours across the country from
11 hours to 12 hours. | would presume that is one way of giving
people more time and more ability to vote.

Allowing British Columbians to vote at 7 am. before they have
had breakfast or presumably on their way to work is not compensa-
tion for not being able to vote at a convenient time of the day. In
fact it is more costly to keep the polls open longer. Elections
Canadatestified to that effect. | do not think adding the extra hour
buys us anything or deals with the fundamental problems created
by the government’s proposal on this. We will be voting against
those two motions because we do not feel they fix the problem and
it is costly.

| have just avery brief comment on Mation No. 22 proposed by
the Bloc Quebecois. | must admit that we have had some discussion
and some uncertainty asto how we should deal with this. The Bloc
has proposed to reverse a proposa in the hill that requires
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employers to give only three hours to vote instead of four hours.
The motion would put it back to four hours.

® (1320)

We will be opposing this motion. We are torn because we think it
should be three hours. Four hours is too long and too much of an
imposition on employers. | would point out that with the hours as
they are in British Columbia, having only three hours is going to
cause a fairly serious problem in terms of logistics for people
trying to vote and also getting time off work from their employer,
particularly if they travel some distance from work to home, which
is often the case in Vancouver and some parts of rural B.C.

Mr. Bob Kilger (Stormont—Dundas, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
thank the hon. member for Calgary West for his intervention. | am
sure there will be agreat deal more intervention from both sides of
the House when we get to third reading.

Asl said in my brief remarksin committee while in camera, this
isapartia solution. Considering the number of time zoneswe have
across this great land of ours from east to west, | believe it is the
best accommodation that can be made to reflect the sensitivities
members had particularly to those Canadians living in Alberta and
British Columbia.

Obviously we al realize that when it is 7 p.m. in British
Columbiait is 10 p.m. in Quebec and Ontario. It would be quite a
test to draft something that would be perfect for all the regions of
Canada. At the sametime | believe that isthe art of the impossible.

| submit that this proposal is equitable and fair to the electorate
throughout the country. Yes, the amendment would provide for 12
consecutive voting hours in all time zones across the country by
adding one hour of voting time in the morning. Bill C-63 provides
for staggered voting hours across the country to respond largely to
concerns of votersin the west, particularly in British Columbiaand
Alberta, that their votes do not carry the same weight as those of
other Canadians. Each and every vote of each and every Canadian
counts equally.

The bill as reported by the committee proposed that the polls be
open for 11 consecutive hours as is currently the case in each time
zone but that the hours for voting be staggered asfollows: The polls
in Newfoundland and Atlantic zones would be open from 9 am. to
8.30 p.m. The pollsin the eastern time region would be open from
10 am. to 9.30 p.m. The poalls in the central zone would be open
from 9.30 am. to 8.30 p.m. Poalls in the mountain zone would be
open from 8.30 am. to 7.30 p.m. Finaly, the polls in the Pacific
zone would be open from 8 am. to 7 p.m.

The bill proposes a reduction by one hour, from four to three
hours, in the number of consecutive hours that every employer
must provide to employees in order to vote. This was proposed to
address the concerns of employers in western Canada. A 7 p.m.
closing time in the Pacific zone would mean that employerswould
need to let their employees leave work at 3 p.m. under the current
four hour rule. The bill’s proposed reduction to three consecutive

Government Orders

hours means that employers would allow their employees to leave
work at 4 p.m. which is the current situation. Recall that currently
thepollsclosein B.C. at 8 p.m.; with the four hour consecutive rule
employees may currently leave work at 4 p.m.

Under these staggered voting hours, results from the eastern,
central and mountain time zones would be available at the same
time. Results from the Pacific zone would be available one-half
hour later.

The proposed amendment now before us would modify the
staggered voting hour proposal of Bill C-63 by adding one addi-
tional hour of voting in the morning in al time zones across the
country. This means that the polls in the Newfoundland Atlantic
zone would be open from 8.30 am. to 8.30 p.m. The pollsin the
eastern time zone would be open from 9.30 am. to 9.30 p.m. The
polls in the central time zone would be open from 8.30 am. to
8.30 p.m. The polls in the mountain time zone would be open from
7.30 am. to 7.30 p.m. The palls in the Pacific zone would be open
from 7 am. to 7 p.m.

® (1325)

Allowing the polls to remain open for 12 consecutive hours
would help to compensate voters in the Pacific time zone who are
losing one hour in voting time in the evening. With this proposed
new amendment, the polls in this time zone would open at 7 am.
allowing most workers one extra hour to vote in the morning before
starting work.

Mr. Jim Abbott (K ootenay East, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, one of the
most interesting things, which | am sure the government or
anybody else would find in trying to create legislation that is going
to work to solve a problem is to first discuss whether there is a
problem of perception or a problem of a redlity.

| happen to be a bit of a hybrid in that | come from British
Columbia but | happen to be in the Alberta time zone so | speak
with some authority to this issue. In fact, if we look at the redlity,
the redlity is that with Internet, telephone communications and
satellite services, those in western Canada who choose to avail
themselves of information relative to voting patterns in Ontario,
Atlantic Canada or Quebec can do so.

| may be admitting to some kind of acrime here, but in 1993, one
hour after the polls closed in Ontario | made a telephone call from
British Columbia to Ontario to find out what was going on. That
does happen and it is a reality. However, the question has to be:
How many people in western Canada actualy do that?

There are only a selected number of us who choose to become
candidates and a few more who choose to actually support the
political parties. For the most part, there is no problem. As a
matter of fact, according to the reportsthat | read in the news media
on the most recent U.S. presidential election, the amount of
information that was accessed on the Internet by people in the
western U.S. about what was going on in the eastern U.S. was
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minuscule. In other words, in actua fact this has no real basis of
reality.

Thereisa problem of perception. The problem isthat people will
turn on their televisions in the Pacific time zone and the votes will
have been in the process of having been counted for four and a half
hours in Newfoundland and three hours in central Canada. The
perception is that the election is over.

However, | agree with the Liberal whip that every Canadian’'s
vote counts and isequal . | suggest to this House that in actual fact it
does not make a bit of difference. There may be a perception in
British Columbia on the part of some people, and a little disap-
pointment, particularly as it happened in the 1993 election. We
were expecting that Reform was going to break through in Ontario,
aswewill in this coming election, but we were expecting that in the
1993 election. Naturally there was a lot of disappointment for the
people in western Canada that the people of Ontario had not quite
woken up to the fact of what Reform was about. The fact is that it
did not make a bit of difference.

What | do not understand islegislation that deals with perception
only and in dealing with perception completely upsets the apple
cart. Everyone in this House will be fully aware of the fact that
between five 0’ clock and eight o’ clock on election day, if they have
anything approximating ateam working for them, their people will
have the information of whether their supporters have been out and
have supported them. That not being the case is when the telephon-
ing happens. It is part of the election process.

What we have done in British Columbiais to take one full hour
out of the normal election process. Does this mean that the people
of British Columbia will not get out and vote? | would suggest it
could. It certainly will change the difference between the way in
which the election is conducted by the respective parties and their
organizations and the supporters of the candidates in Ontario,
Quebec and the Atlantic provinces to the way in which it is
conducted in Alberta and British Columbia. They will be missing
the hour between seven o' clock and eight o’ clock when they could
be getting their voters out.

| submit to the House that this legidation deals only with
perception and is problematic. It creates problems. Instead of
dealing with the rea problem, it creates a real problem.

BILL C-63—NOTICE OF TIME ALLOCATION

Hon. John Manley (Minister of Industry, Minister for the
Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency, Minister of Western
Economic Diversification and Minister responsible for the
Federal Office of Regional Development—Quebec, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, while there are continuing discussions on a number of
issues, out of an abundance of caution | wish to inform the House
that an agreement could not be reached under the provisions of
Standing Orders 78(1) or 78(2) with respect to the report stage and

the third reading stage of Bill C-63, an act to amend the Canada
Elections Act and the Referendum Act.

Under the provisions of Standing Order 78(3), | give notice that
aminister of the crown will propose at the next sitting a motion to
allot a specific number of days or hours for the consideration and
disposal of proceedings at the said stages.

Mr. Williams: Mr. Speaker, | rise on apoint of order. | heard the
minister say that negotiations are ongoing and then he finished up
by saying that we are unable to reach an agreement. In fact, the
deputy House leader for the government and myself were sitting
right here talking about this particular issue. | wonder, when we are
talking, how the minister can stand up and say that no agreement
has been reached.

TheDeputy Speaker: Thetimeisnow 1.30 p.m. The House will
now proceed to the consideration of Private Members' Business, as
listed on today’s Order Paper.

PRIVATE MEMBERS BUSINESS

[English]

AN ACT TO REVOKE THE CONVICTION OF LOUIS
DAVID RIEL

The House resumed from October 21 consideration of the
motion that Bill C-297, an act to revoke the conviction of Louis
David Riel, be read the second time and referred to a committee.

Mr. lan Murray (Lanark—Carleton, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am
very pleased to speak today on Bill C-297, an act to revoke the
conviction of Louis David Riel.

Louis Riel worked tirelessly for Metis people, as well as other
residents of the territory, so that they could take their rightful place
in Canadian society and exercise their rights and freedoms within
the Dominion of Canada.

An historical perspective is always useful to have when examin-
ing a matter such as we have before us today in the House.

The Metis people of Rupert’s Land and the North-West Territory
took steps, through democratic structures and procedures, to
maintain order and to protect the interests of all the members of the
community at the Red River.

In 1870, under the leadership of Louis Riel, the Metis of the Red
River adopted alist of rights. Based on the list of rights, Louis Riel
negotiated the terms for admission of Rupert's Land and the
North-West Territory into the Dominion of Canada. A delegation of
three was sent by the provisional government to Ottawa to present
the terms to the Canadian government. This action put an abrupt
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end to some publicly expressed desires, south of our border, to have
American settlers expand northward into Rupert’'s Land.

These terms of admission, or union, form part of the Manitoba
Act. Thisact provided for certain guarantees for Metis people, who
were then in the majority, including schooling and religious rights,
as well as recognition of the French and English languages.

The rights of other citizens were also clearly set out. This was
Riel’s vision of a united country, with each citizen participating on
an equal basis.

After negotiating the entry of Manitoba into Confederation,
Louis Riel was elected three times by acclamation to the House of
Commons. All hon. members know that acclamation isarare event
in the political process, an action accorded only to those who
command the greatest respect from all quarters. Such was the
stature of Louis Riel in Manitoba at that time.

From the late 1870s to the mid-1880s the territory west of
Manitoba was undergoing significant change. Indians were not the
only occupants of this region. Both English speaking and French
speaking Metis and settlers of many nationalities had moved west
of Manitoba. These people banded together to advance their
requests to government for the maintenance of their rights.

® (1335)

The Metis asked Louis Riel to assist in negotiating with the
government. This took place at a time when Metis people and
others felt the government had not responded to the plight of the
people in the North-West Territory. This had led to extreme
tensions.

The Metis people of the territory led by Louis Riel, decided to
take action to secure their interests. Several military expeditions
were dispatched to the west. Sadly, this led to a conflict in which
lives were lost. Louis Riel paid with hislife for hisleadershipin a
movement which sought protection for the aspirations and interests
of Metis people. Thislosswas devastating to Ridl’s family and has
been a heavy burden for all Metis people.

The Metis people have since honoured L ouis Riel’s memory and
have continued his purposes. The Constitution Act of 1992 recog-
nizes and affirms existing aboriginal and treaty rights of the Metis.
Governments have honoured Louis Riel in numerous ways. Com-
memorative stamps have been issued to honour Louis Riel.

The government, through the Social Sciences and Humanities
Research Council of Canada, funded the publication of the collec-
tive writings of Louis Riel. Thiswas published by the University of
Alberta Press in 1985 to commemorate the anniversary of the
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North-West rebellion. Copies of this scholarly work have been
deposited in al major Canadian libraries.

On March 10, 1992, the House of Commons passed a specia
resolution honouring Louis Riel as a founder of Manitoba and
recognizing his contribution to the development of western Cana-
da

The government takes very seriously its obligation to honour one
of its sons for his many contributions. On May 16, 1996 a new
statue of Louis Riel was unveiled in Winnipeg. The Metis people
see this depiction of Riel as a statesman as a proper and fitting
tribute. Funded by the government, the statue is situated on the
grounds of the Legidative Assembly of Manitoba.

Riel's statue overlooks the Assiniboia River just west of its
confluence with the Red River, two of the major transportation
routes of the settlement in that era of our country’s history.

At the unveiling the Minister of Foreign Affairs and member for
Winnipeg South Centre told the gathering that Riel was a father of
Confederation for all Canadians. Lieutenant-Governor Yvon Du-
mont, a Metis, said the unveiling of the statue establishes Riel's
status as Manitoba’'s founder. Mr. Dumont said: ‘“Heisaheroto al
Canadians. Today we hold our heads higher”.

The government will continue to work closely with Metis
leaders and the family of Louis Riel to find meaningful and
appropriate ways to celebrate Riel’s contributions to Confedera-
tion. The government will continue the dialogue begun with the
Metis leadership in order to arrive at a satisfactory solution
concerning his conviction. We will also continue our discussions
with the leadership on this and other matters through the existing
bilateral process with the Metis National Council.

| cannot accept the premise on which this bill was put forward.
When Bill C-297 was tabled, the hon. member for Rimouski—Té-
miscouata asserted that Riel was hanged ‘‘ because he was Métis,
because he was francophone and because he stood up for a distinct
society’”’. Statements such as these do no justice to Louis Ridl.
They are incompatible with his purposes.

Riel was an eloquent, articulate defender of Metis rights as well
as those of al members of the community, whether aborigina or
non-aboriginal, anglophone or francophone. Louis Riel believed in
Metis having equal rights and participation within Confederation.
Metis formed a substantial part of the population then and he
championed the rights of minority groups.

Louis Riel would likely be saddened today by the divisive
approach being taken by the Bloc in this debate.

| would like to remind the House of the resolution adopted in
1992 by the House, which recognized the unique and historic role
of LouisRiel asthefounder of Manitobaand his contribution to the
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development of Confederation. It further agreed to support the true
attainment both in principle and practice of the constitutional rights
of the Metis people.

Whatever we do to find a way to address this important matter,
we should do so in a manner which is acceptable to the family of
Louis Riel and to Metis.

® (1340)
[Translation]

Mr. Réal Ménard (Hochelaga—Maisonneuve, BQ): Thank
you, Mr. Speaker. You will no doubt appreciate that | readily
support the bill introduced by my hon. colleague from Rimouski—
Témiscouata. For the benefit of those just joining us, | would like
to make it quite clear that, as the official opposition in this House,
we sincerely believe that we are putting before Parliament a bill to
redress an injustice.

We must not overlook the fact that there was a time in Parlia-
ment’s history when, within these walls, shame, intolerance and
injustice prevailed. Our purpose in recaling such injustice is
certainly not to revive old fratricidal conflicts. We will recall that
Louis Riel was democratically elected three times by the people of
Provencher and given the mandate to do what we as Canadian
parliamentarians are doing today, namely representing our commu-
nities.

There is a paradox in accusing of high treason a man who, on
many occasions in this House, was recognized as an upstanding
founder of Manitoba. Louis Riel was recognized as a leader in his
own right in the defence of human rights. He advocated principles
that still reverberate in Parliament.

Thereisaparadox in, on the one hand, recognizing that Riel was
one of the founders of Manitoba, that he fought for his peers, for
the recognition of the right to self-government and self-determina-
tion of his community, the Métis community, and on the other
hand, regarding him as a traitor. This paradox could become a
source of unbearable shame if ever we, as parliamentarians, were
so ill-advised as to not support the bill put forward by my
colleague, the hon. member for Rimouski—Témiscouata.

What is this bill al about? It calls for the revocation of Louis
Riel’s conviction. We are not trying to rewrite history here. Later in
the debate, as we have all along, we will review the very specific
milestones of Louis Rid’s public life.

| think it would be unfair and irresponsible not to recognize that
the decision to sentence Louis Riel to death for high treason was
historically unfounded. Without rewriting history, but having
lucidly considered the facts, we certainly have a duty and responsi-
bility to redress the injustice that unfairly cost Louis Rid his life.

What are the tools at our disposal to effect redress? Thisis what
the hon. member for Rimouski—Témiscouata, who has a sense of
history, is proposing. She is asking this Parliament—let me quote
the bill directly:

Whereas Louis David Riel, member of the House of Commons for the electoral
district of Provencher from 1873 to 1874, was convicted on August 1, 1885 of high
treason and sentenced to death, and was hanged on November 16, 1885 at Regina,
North West Territories;

Wheresas, notwithstanding his conviction, Louis David Riel has become a symbol
and a hero to successive generations of Canadians who have, through their
governments, honoured and commemorated him in specific projects and actions;

It is being asked—and this is the thrust of the bill, thisis where
we will seeif, in the House, we are able to act upon words—out of
respect for history, since:

—and wheresas it is consistent with this recognition that the conviction of Louis
David Riel be now revoked—

that this conviction now be revoked.

You will tell me that history cannot be rewritten, and this is a
very great truth.

® (1345)

| repeat that, if history cannot be rewritten, we still have the
responsibility, as parliamentarians, to set the record straight,
considering that it was in this very place that Louis David Riel,
whose €election was sanctioned by a democratic process, as is the
case for dl of us here, was not allowed to fulfill his mandate.

But worse than that, what happened? There was a practice Louis
Riel, firstin 1869-70, as the head of his community located closeto
the Red River, witnessed, without being consulted, powerless but
not impassive, whereby British settlers, people who were not part
of his community, occupied the land. Louis Riel was forced to
stand by, fully aware and committed, while an act of dispoilment
was being committed. | am deliberately using the word ** despoil-
ment’’, because as you probably remember, the central government
of the day, with the support of the British authorities, sent
surveyors to readjust the maps so as to redistribute the lands to
people other than the Metis.

Under these circumstances, prompted by their strong desire for
democracy, Louis Riel and his peers formed a temporary govern-
ment which had to quell arebellion, agovernment which, having to
deal with the rebellion stirred up by British settlersin Fort Garry,
decided to execute Thomas Scott.

Because a community was being despoiled, a man had to die, as
was the custom at the time. The Metis were despoiled.

What happened then? Instead of opening up the discussions, of
trying to understand the claims which the Metis had often ex-
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plained to Parliament, violence was used, because the government
felt it could quell the rebellion with the help of its armed forces.

The fundamental problem was that of a community which was
being despoiled on an individual basis, because the very existence
of the Metis community was being ignored.

Time has gone by and Louis Riel has remained the very
significant figure he has always been for the Metis. Ontario and its
most aggressive Anglo Protestants demanded Louis Riel’s head
and they got it.

In a second uprising, this time in the far west, at the end of the
railway line, there was a second attempt at removing a community
and despoiling the Metis again in what was to become Saskatche-
wan.

Again in 1865, Louis Riel was part of the struggle and stood up
for his people. At that time, we—I say “we”, but there is nothing
personal to it—the Parliament of Canada was party to a verdict of
execution against Louis Riel. What is becoming increasingly clear
from the writings of historians of the day, and very few of us could
deny these facts, is that Louis Riel was the victim of injustice and
that the ideal conditions, the conditions of elementary justice, were
not al there for his trial.

| could remind you that Louis Riel was tried in Regina although
he should have been in Winnipeg. He was judged in Regina by six
English- speaking jurors, but if histrial had been held in Winnipeg,
as his peers were requesting at the time, the jury would have been
made up of an equal number of English- and French-speaking
jurors.

Also, Louis Riel was tried by a judge liable to dismissal.
® (1350)

He was not tried by a Superior Court judge, who could have
acted independently from the federal government because he was
not liable to dismissal.

Moreover, Louis Rid and his family were not alowed the
benefit of the expertise of his attending physician. The government
preferred the testimony of a Hamilton doctor, who examined Riel
for half an hour, before coming up with the subservient and false
medical opinion we are al aware of.

Still on the sad saga of Riel, the jury that condemned him
recommended clemency, but the judge nevertheless sentenced him
to death. Louis Riel’s story is a story of injustice. It isthe story of a
subservient Parliament and, thus, of a community covered in
shame.

You know all the publicity Riel’s case had in Quebec. It is
certainly not by accident that, after the hanging of Louis Riel, in
November 1885, the Premier of Quebec, Honoré Mercier, the fist
premier, as you will remember, who asked for an interprovincial
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conference, the first nationalist premier, said spontaneously in
front of a huge crowd of 50,000 people: “‘Louis Riel, our brother,
died unjustly’.

And in the opinion of several historians, Louis Riel’s death was
the first step in what was to become a major national unity crisis.

Allow me, in concluding, to quote a distant cousin of Louis Riel
and former member of the other House, who said this: *‘ We haveto
admit that this sentence alienated the Province of Quebec. Thiswas
amajor crisis, maybe as serious as the one we living through today.
Itishardly surprising that, each year between 1885 and 1900, some
100,000 French Canadians left Quebec to emigrate to the United
States. They did not go to western Canada. Thereis no need to look
for the causes underlying this phenomenon. People in Quebec felt
they were not welcome in that part of the country, aswas evidenced
by events of the day, such as the death of Riel and the fact that the
use of French was abolished in Manitoba in 1890”. These are
historical facts.

Mr. Francis G. LeBlanc (Parliamentary Secretary to Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to risein
this House today to speak to Bill C-297, an act to revoke the
conviction of Louis David Riel, the main purpose of which is to
revoke the conviction of Louis David Riel for high treason. More
specificaly, it isarevocation of the guilty verdict and not simply a
posthumous pardon.

Everybody in this House knows that Canadian history, especially
the development of the western part of the country and the relations
in the first years of existence of our country, cannot be understood
without a good understanding of the events surrounding the work
of Louis Riel and the Métis people in Manitoba and in western
Canada in general.

This subject is studied in al history coursesin our country, even
in high school. Louis Riel’s place in Canadian history is truly
essential.

® (1355)
[English]

Louis Riel played a key role in Canadian history in the 19th
century. Indeed, he was an important contributor to Confederation.
Riel was educated in theology and the law. He was fluent in
English, French, Greek and Latin. He was an eloquent and polished
statesman who directed the negotiations with the Government of
Canadaon the entry of Manitoba and the Northwest Territoriesinto
the Dominion of Canada.

Louis Riel wasaman who worked tirelessly for the Métis people
and indeed others who settled in the areas of what have now
become the provinces of Manitoba and Saskatchewan.

Under the leadership of Louis Riel the Métis of the Red River
adopted a list of rights in 1870.
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[Translation]

That list of rights served as a base for negotiations between
Louis Riel and the Canadian government for the entry of Rupert's
Land and the Northwest Territories in the Dominion of Canada.

That list essentially constituted the terms of the union and was
included in the Manitoba Act, 1870.

After that province joined Confederation, votersin the riding of
Provencher, Manitoba, elected Louis Riel as their member of the
House of Commons three times by acclamation. However, the
circumstances did not alow Riel to occupy his seat.

Not only did Riel help Manitoba become the fifth province to
join the Dominion of Canada, he aso helped people in western
Manitoba to present their claims to the government.

When the Métis people asked Riel to hel p them defend their civil
rightsin the Northwest Territories, in an areathat is now part of the
province of Saskatchewan, he answered their call.

[English]

We now recognize that the government of the day was slow in
responding to the requests of the residents of the region, even if
these requests were reasonabl e requests. What were these requests?
Let me review the principal requests for the record.

The residents wanted appropriate surveys of their settlements
made. They asked for improved transportation so they could move
products and materials to and from the markets. They wanted other
usual services, those services normally provided by governmentsto
its citizens and nothing more.

The Métis, both the English speaking and French speaking
Métis, along with settlers of many nationalities sent numerous
petitions and delegations to Ottawa to ask the government to carry
out its responsibilities. After what these residents viewed as many
years of neglect and without recourse against the encroachment of
others, they asked Riel to help them. The combination of frustrated
citizens and the appearance of a military expedition led to an
unfortunate turn of events and the loss of life.

These unfortunate events must not make us forget that Louis Riel
devoted hislife to the interests of the Métis people. He understood
their concerns. He had a vision of the proper place of Métis people
and other westerners within Confederation.

The government intends to seek to recognize his positive
achievements. Over the years governments have recognized Louis
Riel's contribution to this country in a number of ways.

Hon. members may remember that the government has issued
postage stamps commemorating Riel. To honour Riel’s memory
cultural performances have been funded over the years, including

the very successful Batoche days, an event that has taken place for
the past 25 years. On March 10, 1992 the House of Commons
recognized by special resolution the unique and historic role of
Louis Riel as founder of Manitoba and as a significant contributor
to the building of Confederation.

On May 16, 1996 this government made possible through the
provision of significant funding the unveiling of a new statue to
Louis Riel on the grounds of the Legidative Assembly of Manito-
ba. This statue depicts Riel as the statesman he was.

® (1400)

Many things have already been done and many more positive
things can be done. We must encourage the government to keep the
lines of communication open with Metis leaders and the family of
Louis Riel to ensure they agree with any proposed measures.

There is aready a process for discussions with the Metis
leadership. Thisincludes abilateral process with the Metis Nation-
al Council and the tripartite self-government negotiations with the
Metis organizations at the provincia level. Discussions with the
Metis leadership should continue through the existing processes.

There is a recognition among all Canadians of the proper place
of Louis Rid in Canadian history. There is a recognition among
Canadians that if Louis Riel were alive today and the circum-
stances he was involved in were debated in light of today’'s
Canadian values, most likely events would have taken a much
different turn. Let us hope we have learned through the course of
history how to deal with the circumstances which brought forth
Louis Riel's expression of concern on behalf of his people.

It isalways very difficult for us as |legislators to attempt to judge
the past based on today’s determination of justice and values. We
hope that as history progresses we will improve and enlarge the
scope of understanding through which we pursue matters of justice
such as those which led to Mr. Ridl’s execution in 19th century
Canada.

Other examples have been debated in this House where members
of Parliament with the very best intentions have wanted to rewrite
history to right the wrongs which legislators today accept were
wrong. For many reasons these wrongs have not been brought
forward in those ways. And we hope to learn from the mistakes of
the past so as not to repeat them.

It is interesting that this debate is taking place on the day after
the release of the report of the roya commission on aboriginal
peoples. One of the commission’'s strong messages is that the
treatment of aborigina peoples has been fundamentally flawed
throughout the long history, from the beginning when Europeans
came and settled in this country.
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The authors of that report are asking Canadians to lay a new
foundation for the relationship. But we cannot reverse what has
taken place in 300 years of history. We have to learn from that
history and if necessary start again. That is my message in this
debate.

[Translation]

Mrs. Maud Debien (Laval East, BQ): Mr. Speaker, like my
colleagues from the Bloc, | would like to speak to Bill C-297, an
act to revoke the conviction of Louis David Riel.

A few days ago, it was the 111th anniversary of the hanging of
Louis Riel. That crucial and much debated event of Canadian
history still haunts this Chamber. It is said that history is “the
science that studies things that do not repeat themselves”, but it is
also said that knowing history is essential to understanding the
present. Furthermore, the lessons of history help to better antici-
pate the future. Louis Riel’s actions have an exceptional historical
significance in the development of western Canada, not only in his
struggles on behalf of minority rights and of the establishment of
real provinces in the West, but also in his campaigns for the
strengthening of our border with United States.

® (1405)

History cannot be rewritten. However, we can redress the wrongs
doneto that great man, condemned to death in amockery of justice.
We have the duty to defend and rehabilitate Louis Riel’s memory.
His cause was our cause. He wanted all communities to be treated
fairly and be alowed to develop freely.

Who was Louis Riel ? Let us go back to history to make a portrait
of the man. Louis Riel wasbornin St. Boniface in 1844; his parents
were Metis. After his studies, he began his career in Sir George-
Etienne Cartier’s law firm in Montreal.

Shortly thereafter, he returned to Red River to take up the
important role of leader of the Métis in their fight against the
expansionist powers of the government in Ottawa. Louis Riel
devoted himself not just to the cause of defending the rights of the
Meétis, but also to protecting the rights of all the inhabitants of Red
River at atime when the traditional equilibrium of the colony was
threatened by outside factors.

Indeed, in 1867, the British North America Act had created the
new Dominion of Canada, whose leaders were looking to extend
their rule from one coast to the other.

Manitoba and part of the Northwest Territories, which then
belonged to the Hudson's Bay Company, were run by governors
appointed by that company. At that time, the government in Ottawa
was concerned about the expansionist leanings of certain Ameri-
cans and decided to negotiate directly with the Hudson's Bay
Company to buy Rupert's Land—and this is where the problem
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lies—completely ignoring the concerns of the local population,
who, at the time, felt like so much cattle for sale.

There were then almost 12,000 people in the Red River area; the
Meétis, mostly French speaking and Catholic, and long time settlers,
mostly English speaking, of English or Scottish descent. Buffalo
hunters and farmers, these groups that were different in every
respect, language, religion, and livelihood, had still learned how to
co-exist. The territorial ambitions of Ottawa, and the attitude of
certain new colonists from the East would destroy this fragile
balance.

It rapidly became apparent that the strategy of the hardliners
within the Canadian government was to provoke civil war in the
western colony and to lay the blame for it on the Metis, so as to
reduce their influence and destroy their political power. Emerging
victorious from the battle of 1869, the emissaries of Louis Riel
negotiated with John Alexander Macdonald and George-Etienne
Cartier the terms of a settlement, which became the Manitoba Act
in 1870. This conferred the status of province on the new territory,
and hence Riel was considered the father of Manitoba.

The Metis approved this settlement in June 1870, but Louis Riel
was under accusation of acts of rebellion and unable to obtain
amnesty. He was forced to leave the province he had helped to
establish. Louis Riel did, however, succeed in getting el ected to the
federal Parliament clandestinely in October 1873. Out of fear of
being arrested and charged, subsequent to the Scott affair, he did
not report to the House of Commons.

Re-elected in the 1874 genera election, he was expelled from
the House that same year on a motion from an Anglo-Protestant
member. Re-elected for a third time in the byelection required by
his own expulsion, he was again expelled from the House. Prime
Minister Mackenzie then obtained the approval of the House to
grant Riel amnesty, conditional upon a five-year exile.

Seven years later, in 1882, the Metis of the North-West, fearing
loss of their lands to the Canadian Pacific, again rebelled and called
upon Louis Riel.

® (1410)

Aswe know, the rebellion ended in the defeat of Metis troops at
Batoche in 1885. Riel was taken prisoner and transferred shortly
afterwards to prison in Regina.

But the worst was yet to come. There are many indications that
the trial of Louis Riel took place in circumstances that were
unfavourable from every point of view. His trial was to be held in
Winnipeg, in a bilingual court before an independent judge of the
Superior Court, and probably half of the jury members would be
francophones.

Prime Minister Macdonald's cabinet ordered the trial to be held
in Regina, where the court would function in English only, where
the territorial magistrate could be removed at the discretion of the
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federal government and where it was unlikely any of the jury
members would be French-speaking.

A number of historians agree that Macdonald was intent on
making Riel take the blame for everything and having him
convicted and executed as soon as possible.

The tria of Riel was held during the summer of 1885. He was
accused of high treason under an English law dating back to 1352,
according to which the penalty for treason was death. However, we
know that Louis Riel could have been tried under a Canadian law
passed in 1868, which provided that the penalty for attacking the
security of the state was life imprisonment. On August 1, the jury
declared Riel guilty and recommended clemency. The judge sen-
tenced him to death.

Another important aspect of this question is that the federal
cabinet could recommend that the Governor General use his royal
prerogative to pardon Riel. However, Ontario wanted Riel’s head,
while French Canadians in Quebec and Manitoba demanded that he
be pardoned.

The government, faced with these two waves of protests,
calculated the number of seats it would lose on either side in the
next election. The pardon was denied, and Louis Riel was hanged
on November 16, 1885 in Regina.

This is not about rewriting history, as | said earlier. Louis Riel
was convicted and sentenced to death for treason in 1885. Howev-
er, more and more people, including historians and politicians,
believe today that the cause Riel defended at the time, the rights of
the Metis, Native people and the francophones of Western Canada,
was a just cause.

In 1992, this House acknowledged the unique and historic role
Louis Riel played in founding Manitoba. And yet, in legal terms,
Riel is dtill a traitor. This is the paradox that the bill of my
colleague from Rimouski—Témiscouata aims to eliminate.

In the past 15 years or so, no fewer than seven bills have been
tabled by various parties in the House of Commons in order to
restore Louis Rid to his rightful place.

In 1985, on the 100th anniversary of his hanging, the member for
Hamilton, today the Minister of Canadian Heritage and Deputy
Prime Minister, sought a posthumous pardon for Riel. Our col-
league concluded her impassioned statement by saying, and |
quote: ““Louis Riel, who died unnecessarily, deserves to be exoner-
ated by the government and recognized as a victim of wrongdo-

ing”.

Bill C-297, which calls for the conviction of Louis Riel to be
overturned, is in the end an act of restoration. It is this House's

recognition of an injustice to acitizen who paid with hislife, at the
age of 41, the cost of his devotion to defending human rights.

® (1415)

He was also a pioneer at that point. Unfair and unjust treatment
warrants exemplary reparation. Thisiswhat the bill before us calls
for today, and it speaks to al members of this House.

Neither statues nor statements in the House will suffice; what is
required is legidation overturning the conviction. | ask my col-
leagues on both sides of the House to support the member’s bill.

Mr. Maurice Dumas (Argenteuil—Papineau, B.Q.): Mr.
Speaker, on November 16, 1885, Louis David Riel was hanged.

One hundred and eleven years ago today, on November 22, 1885,
in reaction to this hanging, 40,000 to 50,000 people gathered at the
Champ de Mars, in Montreal, and heard Premier Honoré Mercier's
famous cry: ““Riel, our brother, is dead, the victim of his dedication
to the cause of the Metis”.

Quebecers have not forgotten Louis Riel. Thisiswhy | rise today
to support Bill C-297, an act to revoke the conviction of Louis
David Riel, which wasintroduced by my colleague, the member for
Rimouski—Témiscouata.

In order to understand why it is important for the Metis people
and for al the francophonesin the country to get Louis Riel’sname
cleared, one must know the history of the development of western
Canada, which is closely intertwined with the life of Louis Riel.

Louis Riel was born in St. Boniface, on October 22, 1844. He
was the son of Louis Riel, whose mother—Riel’'s grandmother—
was a Metis, and of Julie de Lagimoniére, the daughter of the first
white woman born in the North-West.

Eldest of 11 children, he was gifted, and thus he was sent to the
Petit Séminaire de Montréal, where he studied from 1858 to 1865.
In 1866, he went back to the Red River area and settled in St.
Boniface in July 1868.

Back home, he noticed a strong antipathy between newly arrived
English Protestant settlers, who wanted to control the colony with
the help of the central government, and the long time residents, that
isthe Metis and francophones, but also Scots and anglophones born
in the West.

The discontent was aggravated when the government sent some
survey crews to divide the land, and the surveyors kept the better
lots for themselves or their friends, declaring arrogantly that the
legitimate owners would soon have to give up their farms to the
English settlers coming from the East.

Riel embraced the cause of his compatriots, protested against the
actions of the surveyors and sent demands to the federal Parlia
ment. When the Hudson's Bay Company stopped governing the
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country, in December 1869, Louis Riel formed a provisional
government, with English-speaking and French-speaking mem-
bers, which was later approved by the cabinet in Ottawa.

That provisional government took prisoner a group of English
Canadians who were challenging its authority but soon released
them. Some of them, including the young Ontario Anglo-Protestant
Thomas Scott, took up arms again and were arrested once again.
The Metis convened a court-martial and Scott was sentenced to
death and executed. Ontario never forgave Louis Rie for that
action.

The conflict with the central government was solved thanks to
the mediation of Bishop Alexandre Taché, and the government
promised to declare full amnesty and to meet all the demands of the
Metis.

® (1420)

Strong action on the part of Riel and the Metis, their control over
theterritory and their list of rights forced the federal government of
the day to grant provincial statusto part of thisterritory, namely the
district of Assiniboine. It would later become the Province of
Manitoba, thus foiling federal plans to turn western provinces into
mere territories under the control of governors appointed by
Ottawa. Western Canada owes a great deal to Louis Riel; it should
acknowledge and be grateful for his contribution.

Promises of amnesty were broken. Louis Riel was elected three
times to the House of Commons, in 1873, 1874 and 1875, but was
never able to sit as a member because a price had been put on his
head. In February 1875 he went into exile for five years in
exchange for amnesty.

Pursued by enemies who despise him and fearing for his life,
Riel stayed twice in Quebec hospitals, before returning to western
Canada and the United States.

In 1880, the Metis started sending numerous petitions to the
federal government, which was slow in delivering their property
titles. The Metis feared losing their lands to Canadian Pacific.

In July 1884, Metis, anglophones and Indians from Saskatche-
wan asked Riel to help them protect their rights, as he had done so
well for the people of Manitobain 1869. Faced with the Conserva-
tive government’s apathetic attitude, the Metis decided to defend
their economic, social and political rights. They created a small
republic and launched a peaceful protest to that end.

On December 16, 1884, representatives of the Saskatchewan
population sent the federal government a 25-clause petition outlin-
ing their claims and grievances.

They sought permission to send delegates to Ottawa to submit a
list of rights and possibly reach an agreement on the eventua
inclusion of their territory in the Canadian Confederation, as a new
province.

Private Members' Business

At the time, Saskatchewan had a population of 60,000. By
comparison, Manitoba only had a population of 12,000 when it
joined Confederation. The central government’s reaction to the
reasonable demands made by the Saskatchewan people was to send
in the army to subdue them and give their lands to the railway
company and to settlers from the east.

Since the federal government was showing no interest in their
cause, the Metis and the Indians rebelled, winning a few battlesin
the process. However, the troops sent by Ottawa defeated Riel at
Batoche and regained control over the territory. Riel gave himself

up.

On November 16, 1885, after a trial tainted with irregularities,
and despite the jury’s call for clemency and the representations of
Quebecers, Louis David Riel, the Métis hero, was hanged. He was
the only leader sentenced to death, which shows that his execution
was mainly a political issue.

Louis Riel has become a symbol, the symbol of alinguistic and
cultural minority struggling to survive and to get equal civil and
political rights. These rights have long been ignored, and to this
day, Métis and francophones have to fight to have their constitu-
tional rights recognized in their daily life.

Whether our Reform colleagues like it or not, Louis Riel was
also a worthy figure in the fight of pioneers who cherished
freedom, close contact with nature, and the vastness of this country
to prevent the federal government from interfering with their way
of life in the name of civilization.

Let me quote from the Dictionary of Canadian Biography,
published by the University of Toronto Press. | ask my colleagues
in the Reform Party to listen carefully to this quotation about Louis
Riel:

[English]

“Today he is seen as a founder of those movements which have
protested central Canadian political and economic powers”.

® (1425)
[Translation]

Riel could therefore be considered one of the first to condemn
western alienation. Are the members from the western provinces
willing to pay tribute to Louis Riel by voting in favour of this bill?

It must be clearly understood that we are not trying to rewrite
history with this bill. Louis Riel was the leader of a rebellion, he
was captured, summarily convicted and executed, those are the
facts. For many anglophones living at that time, Riel was a traitor,
an enemy; for francophones and the Metis, he was a hero.

The question today is how we, members of the House, consider
him now. Many of the rights for which he fought have been
recognized in the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. The
House of Commons has unanimously recognized his unique histor-
ica role as founder of Manitobaand his contribution to Confedera-
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tion. A Canadian stamp has been issued in his honour, and statues
have been erected to him.

The Liberals, when they sat on the opposition benches, asked for
LouisRiel’srehabilitation. For example, in 1985, the Deputy Prime
Minister asked the Conservative government to exonerate Riel and
went even further by saying: *‘Louis Riel, who died unnecessarily,
deserves to be exonerated by the government and recognized as a
victim of wrongdoing” .

In May 1996, the then foreign affairs minister stated: ““Aslong
as| amin office, | will do my utmost to ensure that the Metis have
the right to take part fully in this country”. It is now time for the
Liberals, who have been in office for three years, to make good on
their promise and to take action in favour of Louis Riel.

Clearing the name of Louis Riel would harm no one, since all
those involved at the time have long been dead. But thiswould bea
symbolic gesture of opening up to the Metis and French communi-
ties to show them that they are welcome in this country and that
they are respected.

Mr. Stéphan Tremblay (L ac-Saint-Jean), BQ: Mr. Speaker, |
will take the few minutes remaining. ““Je me souviens’. Yes, |
remember my language, my culture, and all those who died for me.
After al, these are the words that appear on al licence plates in
Quebec. Remembering is important.

Lately, someone asked me why we bothered to have a debate in
the House on this subject. That person wondered if revoking the
conviction of Louis David Riel would change anything in the
world. | say that we must acknowledge that something terrible
happened: a political execution or an attempt to alter history.

Mr. Riel was, | would say, victim of wrongdoing. | think it is
important to know where we have come from to know wherewe are
going. We did not just spring up one day. It is important to
understand the origins of our nations, what happened in the past.

What | find particularly fascinating is to see so many of my
colleagues opposite who stated, while in opposition, that they were
ready to do anything to ensure the revocation of Louis Riel’'s
condemnation. | cannot wait for the results of this vote. What will
happen?

It may not be agreat moment in the history of our country, but it
will be a small moment in our history. For me, it is heart-warming
to be able to speak today on such an important issue. | am

particularly proud, because two years ago, | had the opportunity to
follow an English immersion program in Saskatoon, Saskatche-
wan, just a few kilometres from Batoche where these events
occurred.

We are standing up for a hero who fought for democracy as a
whole, who gave his life for what he considered a fair and good
cause.

Such was the cause and the involvement of a man who put his
mark on Canada’s very foundation, that is, the Canadian Constitu-
tion. This was the cause of a man who was persecuted because he
was proud to be a Metis, a Catholic and a French-speaking
Canadian, three things that were then very badly perceived in
Ottawa.

When we see how the government is treating its minorities
today, we tend to believe that things have not really changed. We
sometimes wonder. We often blame the young for not being
interested in the history of their country and for not knowing
anything about this episode of their history, which makes so many
Quebecers and Canadians proud.

In order to realy understand how important this bill is, we
should go back intimeto get to know who Louis David Riel was. In
so doing we will refresh the memories of those who may have
chosen to forget what happened.

Riel was born in 1844 in Saint-Boniface, Manitoba. He was a
Meétis, which means his parents were of different races.

After his studies at the Petit Séminaire in Montreal, he returned
to Manitoba in 1866 and saw the hostility between English
Protestant settlers who had recently settled there and wanted to
control the area, and the francophone Métis who were Catholics.

Mr. Speaker, | know my time has expired.

TheDeputy Speaker: We will resume debate next time with the
hon. member for Lac-Saint-Jean.

[English]

The time provided for the consideration of Private Members
Business has expired.

It being 2.30 p.m., the House stands adjourned until 11 am. on
Monday.

(The House adjourned at 2.30 p.m.)
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Harb,Mac ... .. OttawaCentre............ Ontario .............. Lib.
Harper, Ed. ... SimcoeCentre ........... Ontario .............. Ref.

Harper,Elijah .. ... Churchill ................ Manitoba............. Lib.



Province of Political

Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Harper,Stephen ... CalgaryWest ............ Alberta............... Ref.
Harris, DiCK .. ... Prince George — Bulkley

Valley .................. BritishColumbia . .. ... Ref.
Hart, JImM ..o Okanagan —

Similkameen—Merritt ...  BritishColumbia . .. ... Ref.
Harvard, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Public Works

and Government SErVICES . . . ...t i e Winnipeg St. James . ... ... Manitoba............. Lib.
Hayes, Sharon . ... Port Moody — Coquitlam . BritishColumbia ... ... Ref.
Hermanson, Elwin ....... .. ... . Kinderdey —Lloydminster ~ Saskatchewan......... Ref.
Hickey,Bonnie ..... ... ... . . St.John'sEast ........... Newfoundland . ....... Lib.
Hill,Grant . ... Macleod ................ Alberta............... Ref.
Hill,day ..o Prince George — Peace

River ................... British Columbia ... ... Ref.
Hoeppner, JakeE. . ... ... Lisgar —Marquette ... ... Manitoba............. Ref.
Hopkins, Leonard ........... ... i Renfrew — Nipissing —

Pembroke ............... ontario .............. Lib.
Hubbard,Charles. ..... ... Miramichi ............... New Brunswick . ...... Lib.
1aNN0, TONY ... Trinity — Spadina.. ... .... Oontario .............. Lib.
Iftody, David . ... Provencher .............. Manitoba............. Lib.
Irwin, Hon. Ron, Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern Development ~ Sault Ste. Marie .......... Ontario .............. Lib.
Jackson, Ovid L., Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Treasury

Board . ... Bruce—Grey ........... Oontario .............. Lib.
Jacob,Jean-MarC . ... Charlesbourg ............ Quebec .............. BQ
Jennings, Daphne. ... Mission— Coquitlam.. .. .. British Columbia ... ... Ref.
Johnston, Dale . ... Wetaskiwin. ............. Alberta............... Ref.
Jordan, JiM . ... Leeds— Grenville ....... Ontario .............. Lib.
Karygiannis, Jim . ... Scarborough — Agincourt . Ontario .............. Lib.
Kerpan, Allan .. ... Moose Jaw — Lake Centre Saskatchewan......... Ref.
Keyes, Stan, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Transport ... ... HamiltonWest ........... Oontario .............. Lib.
Kilger,Bob . ... Stormont—Dundas ... . ... Ontario .............. Lib.
Kilgour, David, Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committees of the

Whole . ... Edmonton Southeast . . . . .. Alberta............... Lib.
Kirkby, Gordon, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Justiceand PrinceAlbert — Churchill

Attorney Generalof Canada. . ... River ................... Saskatchewan. . .. .. ... Lib.
KNUESON, Gar ...ttt e e e e e Elgin— Norfolk ......... Ontario .............. Lib.
Kraft Sloan, Karen, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of the

Environment ... . York —Simcoe.......... Oontario .............. Lib.
Lalonde FranCing ...t Mercier ................. Quebec .............. BQ
Landry, JEan . ... ..o Lotbiniere ............... Quebec .............. BQ
Langlois, FranGois . . ... ..o Bellechasse.............. Quebec .............. BQ
Lastewka,Walt . . ... St.Catharines ............ Ontario .............. Lib.
Laurin, ReNE ... .. Joliette . ................. Quebec .............. BQ
Lavigne Laurent ....... ... Beauharnois— Salaberry ..  Quebec .............. BQ
Lavigne, Raymond . ........ ... Verdun — Saint—Paul . . ... Quebec .............. Lib.
Lebel,Ghidain. ... Chambly ................ Quebec .............. BQ
LeBlanc, FrancisG., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Foreign Cape Breton Highlands —

Affairs .. Canso.........coennt. NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Leblanc,NiC ... Longueuil ............... Quebec .............. BQ
e, DEreK .o Scarborough — Rouge River Ontario .............. Lib.
Lefebvre R§ean ... .. ... Champlain .............. Quebec .............. BQ
Leroux, GastOn . ........coiirii i Richmond —Wolfe ...... Quebec .............. BQ
Leroux,JeanH. ... ... .. Shefford ................ Quebec .............. BQ
Lincoln, Clifford . ...... ... Lachine— Lac—Saint-Louis Quebec .............. Lib.

Loney,John ... ... Edmonton North ......... Alberta. .............. Lib.



Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Loubier, Yvan . ... Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot .  Quebec .............. BQ
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence, Secretary of State (V eterans)(Atlantic
Canada OpportunitieSAQENCY) . ....ovve i Cadigan ................ Prince Edward Island Lib.
MacDonald, Ron, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International
Trade .. Dartmouth............... NovaScotia .......... Lib.
MacLelan,Russell ...... ... ... . CapeBreton — The Sydneys NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Malhi,Gurbax Singh . .......... ... Bramalea— Gore— Malton Ontario .............. Lib.
Maloney,John . ... ... . Erie .................... Ontario .............. Lib.
Manley, Hon. John, Minister of Industry, Minister for the Atlantic
Canada Opportunities Agency, Minister of Western Economic
Diversification and Minister responsiblefor the Federal Office of
Regional Development—Quebec ..., OttawaSouth ............ Oontario .............. Lib.
Manning, Preston . .. ... Calgary Southwest . .. ... .. Alberta............... Ref.
Marchand,Jean—Paul .......... ... ... ... . Québec—Est.............. Quebec .............. BQ
Marchi, Hon. Sergio, Minister of the Environment ................. YorkWest............... Ontario .............. Lib.
Marleau, Hon. Diane, Minister of Public Works and Government
SEIVICES . it Sudbury ...l Oontario .............. Lib.
Martin, Keith ... o Esquimalt— JuandeFuca. BritishColumbia ... ... Ref.
Martin, Hon. Paul, Ministerof Finance ........................... LaSdle—Emard ........ Quebec .............. Lib.
Massé, Hon. Marcel, President of the Treasury Board and Minister
responsibleforInfrastructure .......... ... ... .. L Hull —Aylmer .......... Quebec .............. Lib.
Mayfield, Philip ... ... Cariboo — Chilcotin . ... ... British Columbia .. . ... Ref.
McCleland,lan ... Edmonton Southwest . . ... Alberta............... Ref.
McCormick, Larry .. ... Hastings— Frontenac —
Lennox and Addington.... Ontario .............. Lib.
MCGUITE,JOB .. ettt e Egmont ................. PrinceEdwardIdland .. Lib.
McKinnon, Glen . ..... ... Brandon — Souris......... Manitoba............. Lib.
McLaughlin,Hon. Audrey . ... Yukon .................. Yukon .............. NDP
McLellan, Hon. Anne, Minister of Natural Resources ............... Edmonton Northwest ... .. Alberta. .............. Lib.
McTeague,Dan ... Oontario ................. Ontario .............. Lib.
McWhinney, Ted, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Fisheriesand
AN . . .ottt Vancouver Quadra. ... . ... BritishColumbia . .. ... Lib.
Ménard,Réal ........ ... . .. Hochelaga— Maisonneuve  Quebec .............. BQ
Mercier,Paul .......... . Blainville— Deux—
Montagnes .............. Quebec .............. BQ
Meredith,Val . ... .. Surrey — White Rock —
SouthLangley ........... BritishColumbia . .. ... Ref.
Mifflin, Hon. Fred, Minister of FisheriesandOceans ............... Bonavista— Trinity —
Conception .............. Newfoundland ........ Lib.
Milliken, Peter, Deputy Chairman of Committees of theWhole . .. ... Kingstonandthelslands .. Ontario .............. Lib.
Mills,BOb . ..o RedDeer ................ Alberta. .............. Ref.
Mills, DENNIST. ...t Broadview — Greenwood .  Ontario .............. Lib.
Minna, Maria, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Citizenship and
Immigration ........... Beaches— Woodbine .... Ontario .............. Lib.
Mitchell, Andy . ... .o Parry Sound — Muskoka.. Ontario .............. Lib.
MOITiSON, LEE . ... Swift Current — Maple
Creek—Assiniboia . ..... Saskatchewan......... Ref.
Murphy, John .. ... AnnapolisValey —Hants  NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Murray, [an . ... Lanark —Carleton ....... Ontario .............. Lib.
Nault, Robert D., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Human
ResourcesDevelopment ... Kenora— Rainy River .... Ontario .............. Lib.
NUNEzZ, Osvaldo . ... Bourassa ................ Quebec .............. BQ
NUNZIata, JONN . ... York South—Weston .... Ontario .............. Lib.
O'Brien,LawrenceD. . ... Labrador ................ Newfoundland . ....... Lib.



Province of Political

Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
O Brien,Pat ... London —Middlesex . .... Ontario .............. Lib.
OReilly,John ... ..o Victoria— Haliburton .... Ontario .............. Lib.
Pagtakhan, Rey D., Parliamentary Secretary to PrimeMinister ....... WinnipegNorth .......... Manitoba............. Lib.
Paradis, DeniS. .. ..o Brome—Missisquoi ..... Quebec .............. Lib.
Paré, Philippe ... ..o LouisHébert ............ Quebec .............. BQ
Parent, Hon. Gilbert, Speaker ........... ... ... ... L. Welland — St. Catharines —

Thorold ................. Ontario .............. Lib.
Parrish,Carolyn ... MississaugaWest . ........ Oontario .............. Lib.
Patry, Bernard, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Indian Affairs

and NorthernDevelopment ........... ..., Pierrefonds—Dollard .... Quebec .............. Lib.
Payne, Jean . ... St.John'sWest........... Newfoundland . ....... Lib.
Penson,Charlie ....... ... PeaceRiver .............. Alberta. .............. Ref.
Peri, Janko . ... Cambridge .............. Ontario .............. Lib.
Peters, Hon. Douglas, Secretary of State (International Financial

INSLtULIONS) . ... oo ScarboroughEast . . .. .. ... Ontario .............. Lib.
Peterson, Jim . ... Willowdale .............. Ontario .............. Lib.
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre S., Minister of Human ResourcesDevelopment  Papineau — Saint-Michel . Quebec .............. Lib.
Phinney,Beth . ... ... .. ... HamiltonMountain ... .... Ontario .............. Lib.
Picard,Pauline ....... ... i Drummond .............. Quebec .............. BQ
Pickard, Jerry, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Agricultureand

Agri—Food ... Essex —Kent............ Ontario .............. Lib.
Pillitteri,Gary .. ... NiagaraFalls............. Oontario .............. Lib.
Plamondon, LOUIS . ... Richdlieu................ Quebec .............. BQ
Pomerleau, ROgEr . ... ..o Anjou — Riviere-des—

Prairies.................. Quebec .............. BQ
Proud, George, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Labour .. .. ... Hillsborough ............ Prince Edward Island Lib.
Ramsay,Jack ....... ... Crowfoot................ Alberta. .............. Ref.
Reed, Julian ....... ... Halton—Ped ........... Ontario .............. Lib.
Regan, Geoff ... . HalifaxWest ............. NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Richardson, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Perth — Wellington —

Defenceand Minister of VeteransAffairs ...................... Waterloo ................ Oontario .............. Lib.
Rideout, GEOrgesS. ... ..o Moncton ................ New Brunswick . ...... Lib.
Riis, NEISON ... Kamloops ............... British Columbia . ..... NDP
Ringma, Bob ....... ... Nanaimo— Cowichan .... BritishColumbia...... Ref.
Ringuette-Maltais, Pierrette, Assistant Deputy Chairman of

Committeesof theWhole . .............. ... .. ... it Madawaska— Victoria ... NewBrunswick ....... Lib.
Robichaud, Hon. Fernand, Secretary of State (Agriculture and

Agri—Food, FisheriesandOceans) ....................cooount. Beausdour .............. New Brunswick . ...... Lib.
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, Minister of Citizenship and Immigration...  Saint-Henri — Westmount Quebec .............. Lib.
Robinson, Svend J. ...... ... . . Burnaby — Kingsway .... BritishColumbia ...... NDP
Rocheleal, YVES ... .o Trois-Riviéres ........... Quebec .............. BQ
Rock, Hon. Allan, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada  EtobicokeCentre ... ... ... Ontario .............. Lib.
St.Denis, Brent ... ... Algoma ................. Ontario .............. Lib.
StLaurent,Bernard ........... Manicouagan ............ Quebec .............. BQ
Sauvageau,Benoit . ... Terrebonne .............. Quebec .............. BQ
Schmidt, WEINEr . ... e OkanaganCentre ......... British Columbia . ..... Ref.
SCOtt, ANAY . ..o Fredericton— York —

Sunbury ... New Brunswick . ...... Lib.
SCott, MIKE . .. Skeena. ...l British Columbia . ..... Ref.
SETEBENOTt . ... Timiskaming— French

River ................... Ontario .............. Lib.
Shepherd, Alex . ... ... Durham ................. Ontario .............. Lib.
Sheridan,Georgette . . ... Saskatoon— Humboldt ... Saskatchewan......... Lib.
Silye, JiM CalgaryCentre ........... Alberta............... Ref.



Province of Political

Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
SImmMons, HON. ROGEr ... ... Burin— St. George's .. . ... Newfoundland . ....... Lib.
SKOKE, ROSEANNE . . ..ot CentralNova ............ NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Solberg, Monte . ... MedicineHat ............ Alberta............... Ref.
SolomMOoN, JONN . ..o Regina— Lumsden ...... Saskatchewan......... NDP
Speaker, Ray ... Lethbridge .............. Alberta............... Ref.
Speller,Bob . ... Haldimand— Norfolk .... Ontario .............. Lib.
Steckle, Paul .. ... Huron—Bruce .......... Ontario .............. Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Christine, Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa)  Northumberland. .. ....... Oontario .............. Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of National Revenue .................. Brant ................... Ontario .............. Lib.
Stinson, Darrel .. ... Okanagan— Shuswap .... BritishColumbia ...... Ref.
Strahl, Chuck . ... FraserValleyEast ........ British Columbia . ..... Ref.
Szabo, Paul . ... MississaugaSouth . . ... ... Ontario .............. Lib.
Taylor, Len ... TheBattlefords — Meadow
Lake.................... Saskatchewan . ........ NDP

Telegdi, ANdrew . ... Waterloo ................ Ontario .............. Lib.
TETaNa, ANNA. . . oottt VancouverEast .......... British Columbia . ..... Lib.
Thalheimer, Peter .. ... Timmins— Chapleau . . . .. Ontario .............. Lib.
Thompson, Myron . . ... WildRose ............... Alberta............... Ref.
Torsney, Paddy ....... ... Burlington............... Oontario .............. Lib.
Tremblay,Benoit . ............ Rosemont ............... Quebec .............. BQ
Tremblay,Stéphan .............. i Lac-Saint-Jean .......... Quebec .............. BQ
Tremblay,SUzanne . ........... i Rimouski — Témiscouata . Quebec .............. BQ
Ur,ROSE-Marie . ..o e Lambton —Middlesex .... Ontario .............. Lib.
Valeri, TONY ... Lincoln ................. Ontario .............. Lib.
Vanclief,Lyle. ... PrinceEdward —Hastings  Ontario .............. Lib.
Venng Piermrette ... ... Saint—Hubert ............ Quebec .............. BQ
Verran, Harry ... SouthWest Nova. . ....... NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Volpe, Joseph, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Health ........ Eglinton —Lawrence.. . .. Oontario .............. Lib.
Walker,David ... Winnipeg NorthCentre ... Manitoba............. Lib.
Wappel, TOM .. ScarboroughWest . ........ Oontario .............. Lib.
Wayne ElSie. . ... SantJohn ............... New Brunswick . ...... PC
WEIS, DErEK . ..o SouthShore ............. NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Whelan, SUSan . ... Essex —Windsor ........ Ontario .............. Lib.
White,Randy . ... FraserValleyWest ....... British Columbia .. . ... Ref.
White, Ted ... .o NorthVancouver . ........ British Columbia . ..... Ref.
Williams, John ... ..o St.Albert................ Alberta. .............. Ref.
Wood, Bob . ... Nipissing................ Oontario .............. Lib.
Y oung, Hon. Douglas, Minister of National Defence and Minister of

VeteransAffairs .. ... Acadie—Bathurst ....... New Brunswick ....... Lib.
Zed, Paul, Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the Governmentin the

Houseof COMMONS. . ... Fundy —Royal .......... New Brunswick . ...... Lib.

N.B.: Under Palitical Affiliation: Lib.—Liberal; BQ-Bloc Québécois; Ref.—Reform Party of Canada; NDP-New Democratic
Party; PC—Progressive Conservative; Ind.—Independent.

Anyone wishing to communicate with House of Commons members is invited to communicate with either the
Member’s constituency or Parliament Hill offices.
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Political
Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
ALBERTA (26)
ADIONCZY, DIaNe . . ... o CalgaryNorth........................ Ref.
Benoit, LEONE. .. ... Vegreville ... Ref.
Bethel, Judy . ... EdmontonEast....................... Lib.
Breitkreuz, Clitf .. ... Yellowhead.......................... Ref.
BrOWN, JaN ... Calgary Southeast .................... Ind.
Chatters, David .. ... Athabasca........................... Ref.
B, KON . Elkidand ............ ... ...l Ref.
Grey,Deborah .. ... BeaverRiver ......................... Ref.
Hanger, At .. CalgaryNortheast .................... Ref.
Hanrahan, Hugh . . .. ..o Edmonton—Strathcona................ Ref.
Harper, Stephen . ... CalgaryWest .............coooiiiitt. Ref.
Hill, Grant . . ... Macleod ............. ... ... . ..., Ref.
JohNStoN, Dale .. ..o Wetaskiwin. ..................oon... Ref.
Kilgour, David, Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committeesof theWhole......... Edmonton Southeast .................. Lib.
Loney, JoNN ... . EdmontonNorth ..................... Lib.
Manning, Preston . . .. ... Calgary Southwest . ................... Ref.
McClelland, lan .. ... Edmonton Southwest ................. Ref.
McLellan, Hon. Anne, Minister of Natural Resources . . ...........coooviiiiinnn. .. Edmonton Northwest ................. Lib.
Mills, BOD . .o o RedDeer ... Ref.
Penson, Charlie .. ... PeaceRiver ........... ... ... ... ... Ref.
RamMSsay, JaCK . ... Crowfoot . ... Ref.
Sy, JIM CalgayCentre . .................o... Ref.
SOlbErg, MONte ... MedicineHat ........................ Ref.
SPEAKES, RAY ..o Lethbridge ............ ... ... ... ... Ref.
Thompson, MYFON . .. ... WildRose ... Ref.
WiIllIams, JONN . ... StAIbert......... Ref.
BRITISH COLUMBIA (32)
ADDOtt, JIM .o KootenayEast ....................... Ref.
Anderson, Hon. David, Ministerof Transport. . ... ..., Victoria . ... Lib.
Bridgman,Margaret . ............ .o SurreyNorth.................. ... .. Ref.
Chan, Hon. Raymond, Secretary of State (Asia—Pacific) ........................... Richmond ........................... Lib.
CUMMINS, JONN . .o e e e e e e Deta ...........coo i Ref.
Dhaliwal,HarbanceSingh ........ .. ... Vancouver South ..................... Lib.
DUNCAN, JONN . .o Northlsland—Powel| River ........... Ref.
Forseth, Paul . . ... NewWestminster—Burnaby........... Ref.
Frazer,JaCk . . ... Saanich—Gulfldands ................ Ref.
Fry, Hon. Hedy, Secretary of State (Multiculturalism)(Statusof Women) ............ VancouverCentre .................... Lib.
GiIlmour, Bill . ... Comox—Alberni..................... Ref.
GOUK, JIM .o Kootenay West—Revelstoke. .......... Ref.
Grubel, Herb . . . Capilano—Howe Sound .............. Ref.
Harris, DiCK ..o Prince George—Bulkley Valley ........ Ref.
Hart, JIm ..o Okanagan— Similkameen—Merritt. . . .. Ref.
Hayes, Sharon . ... Port Moody—Coquitlam.............. Ref.

Hill day ..o Prince George—PeaceRiver........... Ref.



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Jennings, Daphine. . ... .. Mission—Coquitlam.................. Ref.
Martin, KEIth ... Esquimalt—JuandeFuca.............. Ref.
Mayfield, Philip ... ... Cariboo—Chilcotin................... Ref.
McWhinney, Ted, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Fisheriesand Oceans. ... .. . .. VancouverQuadra.................... Lib.
Meredith, Val .. ... Surrey—White Rock—South Langley ..  Ref.
RIS, NEISON . Kamloops ..........ccooiiiiiiiit, NDP
RINgMa, BOD .. ... Nanaimo—Cowichan................. Ref.
RoODbINSON, Svend J. .. ... .. Burnaby—Kingsway ................. NDP
SChMIdE, WEINEr . . oo e e OkanaganCentre ..................... Ref.
SCOtt, MIKE . oo SKEENA . ... Ref.
SHNSON, Darrel .. ..o Okanagan—Shuswap . ................ Ref.
Stranl, ChucK . . ... FraserValleyEast .................... Ref.
TETANA, ANNA. . . oottt e e e e e e e VancouverEast ...................... Lib.
White, Randy . . ... .. FraserValleyWest ................... Ref.
WHIte, TeA .. o NorthVancouver ..................... Ref.
MANITOBA (14)

AlCOCK, REO . . WinnipegSouth .. .................... Lib.
Axworthy, Hon. Lloyd, Minister of Foreign Affairs .............................. Winnipeg SouthCentre ............... Lib.
Blaikie, Bill .. ... WinnipegTranscona . ................. NDP
Cowling, Marlene, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Natural Resources. .. ... ... Dauphin—SwanRiver................ Lib.
Duhamel, Ronald J. . ... St.Boniface ... Lib.
Fewchuk, RON . ... Selkirk—RedRiver................... Lib.
Gerrard, Hon. Jon, Secretary of State (Science, Research and Devel opment)(Western

EconomicDiversification) ........ ... Portage—Interlake . .................. Lib.
Harper, Elijah . ... Churchill ............................ Lib.
Harvard, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Public Works and Government

STV IO . ettt WinnipegSt.James ................... Lib.
Hoeppner, JaKeE. .. ... o Lisgar—Marquette . .................. Ref.
Iftody, David .. ... Provencher .......................... Lib.
McKIinnoN, GIEN . . ... Brandon—Souris..................... Lib.
Pagtakhan, Rey D., Parliamentary Secretary to PrimeMinister ..................... WinnipegNorth ...................... Lib.
Walker,David .. ... WinnipegNorthCentre ............... Lib.

NEW BRUNSWICK (10)
Arseneault, Guy H., Parliamentary Secretary to Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of

CanadianHeritage .. ... Restigouche—Chaleur ................ Lib.
Culbert, Harold . ... Carleton—Charlotte . ................. Lib.
Hubbard, Charles. . ... Miramichi ........................... Lib.
RideoUt, GEOrgE S. . ... Moncton ............. Lib.
Ringuette-Maltais, Pierrette, Assistant Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole ~ Madawaska—Victoria................ Lib.
Robichaud, Hon. Fernand, Secretary of State (Agriculture and Agri—Food, Fisheries

ANAOCEANS) .ottt et Beausdour ...t Lib.
SO, ANY . ..o Fredericton—York—Sunbury ......... Lib.
Wayne ElSie. . ... SantJohn ........................... PC
Y oung, Hon. Douglas, Minister of National Defenceand Minister of VeteransAffairs. Acadie—Bathurst .................... Lib.

Zed, Paul, Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the Government in the House of
COIMIMONS . . ettt et e et e e e e e e e e e Fundy—Royal....................... Lib.
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NEWFOUNDLAND (7)
BaKer, GEOIgE S, .. it Gander—GrandFalls ................. Lib.
BYI NG, GOITY . . oottt Humber—St. Barbe—BaieVerte. ... . .. Lib.
Hickey, Bonnie .. ... ... St.John'sEast ....................... Lib.
Mifflin, Hon. Fred, Minister of FisheriesandOceans .....................coou.... Bonavista— Trinity—Conception ... .. .. Lib.
O'Brien, LawrenceD. . . ... i Labrador ............. ... ... ... Lib.
PayNe, JEan . ... . St.John'sWest....................... Lib.
SIMMONS, HON. ROGEr .. .o Burin—St.George's. .. ..ot Lib.
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES(2)
Anawak, Jack lyerak .. ... Nunatsiag .......covoviiiiiiiin Lib.
Blondin-Andrew, Hon. Ethel, Secretary of State (Trainingand Youth) .............. WesternArctic ..., Lib.
NOVA SCOTIA (11)
Brushett, DIianne . .. ...t Cumberland—Colchester.............. Lib.
ClanCy, Mary ... Halifax............oooooiiiii Lib.
Dingwall, Hon. David, Ministerof Health . .. ......... ... .. . CapeBreton—EastRichmond ......... Lib.
LeBlanc, FrancisG., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Foreign Affairs ......... CapeBreton Highlands—Canso. . ... .. .. Lib.
MacDonald, Ron, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Trade .. ... . .. Dartmouth........................... Lib.
MacLelan,Russell ...... ... CapeBreton—The Sydneys ........... Lib.
MuUrphy, JoNN . .. AnnapolisValey—Hants ............. Lib.
Regan, Geoff ... .. HalifaxWest ......................... Lib.
SKOKE, ROSEANNE . . ..ottt e e CentralNova ........................ Lib.
Vearran, Harmy . .. SouthWestNova..................... Lib.
WEIS, DEMEK . . oo SouthShore ....................ott. Lib.
ONTARIO (99)
AdamS, P . Peterborough ........................ Lib.
ASSAHOUNAN, SATKIS . . . oo oot DonValeyNorth .................... Lib.
AUGUSEING, JEAN . . . oot Etobicoke—Lakeshore................ Lib.
Barnes, Sue, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Revenue .............. LondonWest ........................ Lib.
Beaumier,Colleen . ... ... Brampton ............. ...l Lib.
Bélair,REgiNald . ... Cochrane—Superior.................. Lib.
Bélanger, Mauril . ... ... Ottawa—\Vanier. ..............c.coo.... Lib.
Bellemare, EUGENE . . .. .o Carleton—Gloucester................. Lib.
Bevilacqua,Maurizio . .......... i YorkNorth .......................... Lib.
Bhaduria, Jag .. ... .o Markham—Whitchurch—Stouffville... Ind. Lib.
Bonin, Raymond . . ... ... NickelBelt .......................... Lib.
Boudria, Hon. Don, Minister for International Cooperation and Minister responsible
for Francophonie . .. ... Glengarry—Prescott—Russell . .. ...... Lib.
Brown, Bonnie. .. ... Oakville—Milton .................... Lib.
Bryden, John .. ... Hamilton—Wentworth. ............... Lib.
CacCia, HON. Charles . . ... Davenport ... Lib.
Calder, MUITAY . . Wellington—Grey—Dufferin—Simcoe  Lib.
Campbell, Barry, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Finance ................... StPaul’s.........oo Lib.
Cannis, JONN . . .. ScarboroughCentre................... Lib.
Catterall,Marlene . ... OttawaWest ............cccovviiinnn. Lib.
Chamberlain,Brenda . ........... . Guelph—Wellington ................. Lib.
Cohen, SNaUGNNESSY . . ...t Windsor—St.Clair ................... Lib.

Collenette, Hon. David M. . ... ... e DonValleyEast...................... Lib.



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
COMUZZI, JOB . . ettt e e e e Thunder Bay—Nipigon............... Lib.
Copps, Hon. Sheila, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Canadian Heritage ... ... HamiltonEast . ....................... Lib.
Crawford, REX . ..ot Kent ... Lib.
CUlEN, ROY . EtobicokeNorth...................... Lib.
DeVillers, Paul, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Queen’ s Privy Council for

Canadaand Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs............................. SimcoeNorth ...t Lib.
Dromisky, Stan ... ... Thunder Bay—Atikokan.............. Lib.
Eggleton, Hon. Arthur C., Minister for International Trade ........................ YorkCentre ............oooviinn... Lib.
English, Jonn . ... Kitchener............. ... ... Lib.
Finlay, JONNn ... Oxford ... Lib.
FliS, JBSSE . oo Parkdale—HighPark ................. Lib.
FONtana, JOB . . ... LondonEast ......................... Lib.
Gaffney, Beryl ... Nepean ..., Lib.
Gallaway, ROGEr ... Sarnia—Lambton .............. ... .. Lib.
Godfrey, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Cooperation. . . .. DonValleyWest ..................... Lib.
Graham, Bill . . ... Rosedale ...................... .. ... Lib.
Gray, Hon. Herb, Leader of the Government in the House of Commons and Solicitor

Generalof Canada .. ... WindsorWest . ....................... Lib.
GrOSE, IVaN . o Oshawa ... Lib
Guarnieri, Albina . . ... MississaugaEast ..................... Lib.
Harb, MaC . ..o OttawaCentre....................vv.. Lib.
Harper, B . ..o SimcoeCentre ...................unn. Ref.
Hopkins, Leonard .. ... Renfrew—Nipissing—Pembroke. ... .. .. Lib.
1aNNO, TONY .. Trinity—Spadina. .................... Lib.
Irwin, Hon. Ron, Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern Development ............. SaultSte.Marie ...................... Lib.
Jackson, Ovid L., Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Treasury Board ... ... ... Bruce—Grey ... Lib.
Jordan, JIM ... Leeds—Grenville .................... Lib.
Karygiannis, JIM .. ... Scarborough—Agincourt. . ............ Lib.
Keyes, Stan, Parliamentary Secretary toMinister of Transport ..................... HamiltonWest ....................... Lib.
KIlger, BOb . . Stormont—Dundas. .................. Lib.
KNUESON, Gar ..ot e e e e e Elgin—Norfolk ...................... Lib.
Kraft Sloan, Karen, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of the Environment ......... York—Simcoe. ................o..... Lib.
Lastewka, Walt . . . ... St.Catharines ........................ Lib.
LB, DErEK .. Scarborough—RougeRiver ........... Lib.
Malhi, Gurbax SIngh . ... ... Bramalea—Gore—Malton ............ Lib.
Maloney, JONN . ... Erie ... Lib.

Manley, Hon. John, Minister of Industry, Minister for the Atlantic Canada
Opportunities Agency, Minister of Western Economic Diversification and Minister

responsible for the Federal Office of Regional Development—Quebec ........... OttawaSouth ........................ Lib.
Marchi, Hon. Sergio, Minister of theEnvironment ............................... YorkWest.........cooiiiii Lib.
Marleau, Hon. Diane, Minister of Public Works and Government Services........... Sudbury ... Lib.
MCCOrMICK, Larmy . . .. Hastings— Frontenac—L ennox and
Addington ...l Lib.
MCTEagUE, Dan .. ... ONntario ......coovviiiiiiiin Lib.
Milliken, Peter, Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole .................... Kingstonandtheldlands .............. Lib.
MillS, DENNIST. ...t e Broadviev—Greenwood . ............. Lib.
Minna, Maria, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Citizenship and Immigration ... Beaches—Woodbine ................. Lib.
Mitchell, ANy . ... Parry Sound—Muskoka. .............. Lib.
MUITAY, 18N . . Lanarkk—Carleton.................... Lib.
Nault, Robert D., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Human Resources
DeveElOpmMENnt . .. ... Kenora—RainyRiver................. Lib.
NUNZIAEa, JONN . ..o e e York South—Weston................. Lib.

O BIHEN, Pat . ... London—Middlesex. ................. Lib.
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Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
O Reilly, JoNN . Victoria—Hadliburton ................. Lib.
Parent, Hon. Gilbert, Speaker ......... ... i Welland— St. Catharines—Thorold. . . . . Lib.
Parrish, Carolyn . .. ... MississaugaWest . .................... Lib.
PeriC, JanKO . ... Cambridge ...................ol Lib.
Peters, Hon. Douglas, Secretary of State (International Financial Ingtitutions) ........ ScarboroughEast ..................... Lib.
PEtErsON, JIM oo Willowdale.......................... Lib.
Phinney, Beth . . ... .o HamiltonMountain................... Lib.
Pickard, Jerry, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food .... Essex—Kent ........................ Lib.
Ptteri, Gary . . ..o NiagaraFalls......................... Lib.
Reed, Julian . ... Haton—Pedl ........................ Lib.
Richardson, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Defence and

Minister of VeteransAffairs. . ... Perth—Wellington—Waterloo. . ... .. .. Lib.
Rock, Hon. Allan, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada .. ............ EtobicokeCentre ..................... Lib.
St DENIS, Brent . ... Algoma ... Lib.
SETE BENOT . . .. Timiskaming—FrenchRiver........... Lib.
Shepherd, AleX . ... Durham ............. ..., Lib.
Speller, BOb ... Haldimand—Norfolk ................. Lib.
Steckle, Paul . ... ... Huron—Bruce....................... Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Christine, Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa) .............. Northumberland...................... Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of National Revenue . ..., Brant ............. Lib.
Szabho, Pall . .. ... MississaugaSouth .................... Lib.
Telegdi, ANArewW . ... Waterloo ... Lib.
Thalheimer, PEter . . ... Timmins—Chapleau. . ................ Lib.
Torsney, Paddy . ... Burlington........................... Lib.
U ROSE-MaAIE . .. Lambton—Middlesex................. Lib.
VA, TONY . Lincoln ... Lib.
Vanclief, Lyle. ... PrinceEdward—Hastings . ............ Lib.
Volpe, Joseph, Parliamentary Secretary toMinisterof Health ...................... Eglinton—Lawrence.................. Lib.
WapPEl, TOM ScarboroughWest .................... Lib.
WhEIAN, SUSAN . ... Essex—Windsor ..................... Lib.
WOoOod, BOD . .. NipisSINg .. ..o Lib.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND (4)

Baster, Wayne . ... e Malpeque ..., Lib.
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence, Secretary of State (V eterans)(Atlantic Canada

OpPOIUNILIESAGENCY) - . .o ettt et ettt Cadigan ..........cccovviiiiinn, Lib.
MCGUITE, JOB . .ottt e e e e e Egmont ........... ... ... .. Lib.
Proud, George, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Labour ..................... Hillsborough ........................ Lib.

QUEBEC (75)

Allmand, HON.WaImeN .. ... Notre-Dame-de-Gréce ............... Lib.
ASSA, MarK . .o Gatineau—LalLiévre ................. Lib.
ASSEIN, GErard . . ... Charlevoix ............ccccoiioo... BQ
Bachand, Claude . . ... Sant=Jean............c.coiiiiiiiiiinn. BQ
Bakopanos, Eleni . .. ... ... Sant-Denis ........... ... Lib.
Balidle Richard . ... LaPrairie..................o .. BQ
Bellehumeur,Michel . ........ . Berthier—Montcalm. ................. BQ
Bergeron, StEphane . .. ... ..o Verchéres ... BQ
Bernier,Gilles ... ... Beauce.............o i Ind.
Bernier,MalriCe . ....... ... M égantic— Compton— Stanstead. . . . . .. BQ
BarNier, YVaN . .o Gaspe. ... BQ



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Bertrand, Robert . ... Pontiac—Gatineau—Labelle ... ....... Lib.
BriEN, Pl e . . Témiscamingue ...................... BQ
CanuUEl, RENE . ... Matapédia—Matane . ................. BQ
Caron, ANAIe . ... .. JONQUIEre. ..o BQ
Cauchon, Hon. Martin, Secretary of State (Federal Office of Regional Development —

QUEDEC) . .o Outremont........................... Lib.
Charest, HON. JEAN J. . . ... e Sherbrooke ............ ... PC
Chrétien, Right Hon. Jean, PrimeMinister ... Sant-Maurice ................n. Lib.
Chrétien, JEam—GUY . .. ...ttt e e FrontenaC ........................... BQ
Cré&te, Paul . ... Kamouraska—Riviére-du-Loup ... .... BQ
Daphond—Guiral,Madeleine. ........... ... i LavalCentre......................o... BQ
Daviault, MiChel . ....... . Ahuntsic ................. ... BQ
Debien, Maud . . ... LavalEBast ..............ccoiiii BQ
deSavoye, Pierme . .. Portneuf............................. BQ
Deshaies,Bernard . ... ........uniiiit Abitibi ....... .. BQ
Dion, Hon. Stéphane, President of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canadaand Minister

of Intergovernmental Affairs ............ . Saint—Laurent—Cartierville............ Lib.
Discepola, Nick, Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor General of Canada ............ Vaudreuil ............ ... ... . ..., Lib.
DUDE ANLOING . . ..ot e e e e L&ViS ... BQ
Duceppe, GIllES . ... Laurier—Sainte-Marie................ BQ
DUMAS, MaUICE . . . o e e e e e e Argenteuil—Papineau ................ BQ
Dupuy, Hon. Michel . ... LavalWest ...t Lib.
Fillion, Gilbert ... ... Chicoutimi .......................v.. BQ
Finestone, Hon. Sheila . ... MountRoyal ................... ... .. Lib.
Gagliano, Hon. Alfonso, Minister of Labour and Deputy L eader of the Government in

theHouse of COmMMONS . ... ... . e Saint—-Léonard ....................... Lib.
Gagnon, ChIiStiang . ... ..ot e QUEDEC ... . BQ
Gagnon, PatriCk . ... Bonaventure—Iles-dela-Madeleine ...  Lib.
Gauthier, Michel, Leader of theOpposition ................ ..o ... Roberval ............ ... ... ... BQ
GOdiN, MaUMICe . ... e Chéteauguay ..............c.coooiiin.. BQ
GUAY, MONIQUE . ..ottt e e e e Laurentides....................... .. BQ
Guimond, Michel . ... ... Beauport—Montmorency—Orléans.... BQ
Jacob, JEAN—MarC . . ..o Charlesbourg ........................ BQ
Lalonde, FranCine . .. ...t Mercier ........coviiiiiiii BQ
Landry, JEan . ..o Lotbhiniere ........................... BQ
Langlois, FranGoiS . . . ...ttt e e Bellechasse...................oot BQ
Laurin ReNE . . ..o Joliette. ... BQ
Lavigne Laurent .. ... ... i e Beauharnois—Salaberry. .............. BQ
Lavigne, Raymond . .. ... i Verdun—Saint—+Paul . ................. Lib.
Lebel, Ghiglain . . ... Chambly ......................ool. BQ
Leblanc, NIC . ... Longueuil ............. ... ... BQ
LefEbVre, REEaN .. ... Champlain .......................... BQ
LEroUX, GaSION .. ...ttt et e e e e e e Richmond—Wolfe................... BQ
Leroux, JEan H. ... ... Shefford .............. BQ
Lincoln, CHfford . ........o Lachine—Lac-Saint-Louis............ Lib.
LoUbIEr, YVAN Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot .. ............ BQ
Marchand,Jean—Paul .......... ... .. Québec—Est...............coiiiiil. BQ
Martin, Hon. Paul, Ministerof Finance ............. ... ... LaSadle—Emard ..................... Lib.
Massé, Hon. Marcel, President of the Treasury Board and Minister responsiblefor

INfrastructure . .. ... o Hull—Aylmer ....................... Lib.
Ménard, REal .. ... Hochelaga—Maisonneuve. ............ BQ
Mercier, Paul . ... Blainville—Deux—Montagnes. . ........ BQ

NUNEZ, OSValdo .. ... Bourassa ............ciiiii BQ
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Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Paradis, DENiS. . ... Brome—MissisqQuoi .................. Lib.
Parg, Philippe . ..o LouisHeébert ........................ BQ
Patry, Bernard, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern

DeveElOpmMENnt ... ... Pierrefonds—Dollard . ................ Lib.
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre S., Minister of Human ResourcesDevelopment .............. Papineau— Saint-Michel .............. Lib.
Picard, Pauling . . ... Drummond .......................... BQ
Plamondon, LOUIS . . ... e Richelieu............................ BQ
Pomerleau, ROQEr .. ... ... Anjou—Riviere-des—Prairies.......... BQ
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, Minister of Citizenshipand Immigration................. Saint—Henri—Westmount ............. Lib.
ROChEIEAL, YVES . . oo Trois-Rivieres ....................... BQ
St—Laurent, Bernard . ... Manicouagan ........................ BQ
Sauvageau, Benoit . .. ... .. Terrebonne ... BQ
Tremblay, Benoit . ... ... Rosemont ........................... BQ
Tremblay, StEphan .. ... Lac-Saint=Jean ...................... BQ
Tremblay, SUZaNNE . .. ... .o Rimouski—Témiscouata. ............. BQ
VENNE PIEITEE . ... e Saint—Hubert ........................ BQ

SASKATCHEWAN (14)

ARNOUSE, VIC .o Mackenzie.............. ... ... ... NDP
Axworthy, Chris ... Saskatoon—Clark’sCrossing . ......... NDP
Bodnar, Morris, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Industry, Minister for the

Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency and Minister of Western Economic

DIVErSIICAION . . Saskatoon—Dundurn................. Lib.
BreitkreUuz, Garry . .. ... Yorkton—Melville................... Ref.
COolliNS, BEINIE . . .ot e e Souris—MooseMountain ............. Lib.
dedong, SIMON . ... Regina—Qu'Appelle ................. NDP
Goodale, Hon. Ralph E., Minister of Agricultureand Agri-Food . .................. Regina—Wascana. . .................. Lib.
Hermanson, EIWin . . ... Kinderdey—Lloydminster ............ Ref.
Kerpan, Allan . . ... MooseJaw—LakeCentre ............. Ref.
Kirkby, Gordon, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Justice and Attorney General

of Canada . ... ... i PrinceAlbert—Churchill River. ........ Lib.
MOITISON, LBE . . .o Swift Current—Maple Creek —

Assiniboia. ... Ref.
Sheridan, GEOrgette . . . ... .o Saskatoon—Humboldt................ Lib.
S0lOMON, JONN . . .o Regina—Lumsden ................... NDP
Tay O, LN . o TheBattlefords—Meadow Lake. ... . ... NDP
YUKON (1)

McLaughlin, Hon. AUdrey . .. ... o Yukon ... NDP
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ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS AND NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT

Chairman: Raymond Bonin Vice-Chairmen: Claude Bachand
John Finlay
Jack lyerak Anawak Maurice Dumas Elijah Harper John Murphy (11
Margaret Bridgman John Duncan Charles Hubbard Bernard Patry
Associate Members
Garry Breitkreuz Marlene Cowling Dick Harris Len Taylor
John Bryden Maurice Godin Audrey McLaughlin
AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-FOOD
Chairman: LyleVanclief Vice-Chairmen: Jean—Guy Chrétien
GlenMcKinnon
Cliff Breitkreuz Harold Culbert Jake E. Hoeppner Jerry Pickard (15)
Murray Calder Wayne Easter Jean Landry Julian Reed
Bernie Collins Elwin Hermanson Réjean Lefebvre Rose-Marie Ur
Associate Members
Peter Adams Morris Bodnar Laurent Lavigne John Solomon
Vic Althouse John Cummins John Maloney Paul Steckle
Leon E. Benoit Allan Kerpan Denis Paradis Len Taylor
CANADIAN HERITAGE
Chairman: Clifford Lincoln Vice—Chairs: Gaston L eroux
Beth Phinney
Jim Abbott Mauril Bélanger Hugh Hanrahan Pat O'Brien (11
Guy H. Arseneault Pierre de Savoye Raymond Lavigne Janko Perié
Associate Members
John Bryden Antoine Dubé Christiane Gagnon Louis Plamondon
Simon de Jong John English Rey D. Pagtakhan Monte Solberg
Stan Dromisky
CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION
Chair: Eleni Bakopanos Vice-Chairmen: Stan Dromisky
Osvaldo Nunez
Colleen Beaumier Maud Debien Dan McTeague MariaMinna (11
Judy Bethel Hugh Hanrahan Val Meredith Tom Wappel
Associate Members
Mauril Bélanger Harbance Singh Dhaliwal Christiane Gagnon John Loney
Jag Bhaduria Paul Forseth Sharon Hayes Rey D. Pagtakhan
Simon de Jong Beryl Gaffney Gar Knutson Anna Terrana
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ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Chairman: Charles Caccia Vice-Chairs: Monique Guay
Jean Payne
Peter Adams Gérard Asselin Daphne Jennings Karen Kraft Sloan (11
Jack lyerak Anawak Paul Forseth Gar Knutson Paul Steckle
Associate Members
Margaret Bridgman Maurice Godin Pat O'Brien Geoff Regan
Rex Crawford Clifford Lincoln John O’ Rellly Darrel Stinson
John Cummins Bob Mills Julian Reed Len Taylor
John Finlay
SUB-COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL
AWARENESS FOR SUSTAINABILITY

Chair: Karen Kraft Sloan
John Finlay Monique Guay Jean Payne Len Taylor (6)
Paul Forseth

FINANCE
Chairman: Jim Peterson Vice—Chairs: Yvan Loubier
Susan Whelan
Richard Bélisde Barry Campbell Ron Fewchuk Y ves Rocheleau (15)
Leon E. Benoit Brenda Chamberlain Herb Grubel Monte Solberg
Dianne Brushett Ronald J. Duhamel Gary Pillitteri Brent St. Denis
Associate Members
Reg Alcock Jim Gouk René Laurin Benoit Sauvageau
Judy Bethel Bill Graham Peter Milliken Werner Schmidt
Jag Bhaduria Stephen Harper Bob Mills Jim Silye
Paul Créte Jake E. Hoeppner Andy Mitchell John Solomon
Roy Cullen Dale Johnston Rey D. Pagtakhan Paddy Torsney
Nick Discepola Karen Kraft Sloan Nelson Riis John Williams
Joe Fontana
SUB-COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL
FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

Chairman: Brent St. Denis

Richard Bélide Dianne Brushett Herb Grubel Paddy Torsney 5)
SUB-COMMITTEE ON THE REVIEW OF THE SPECIAL
IMPORT MEASURES ACT (SIMA)
Chairman: Ronald J. Duhamel

Herb Grubel

Yvan Loubier Brent St. Denis Susan Whelan
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FISHERIES AND OCEANS

Chairman: Joe McGuire Vice—Chairmen: Yvan Bernier
Derek Wells
René Canuel John Cummins Ted McWhinney Mike Scott (11
Harold Culbert Stan Dromisky Lawrence D. O'Brien Harry Verran
Associate Members
Diane Ablonczy Ron Fewchuk Roger Simmons Elsie Wayne
Vic Althouse Y ves Rocheleau Paul Steckle
FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND INTERNATIONAL TRADE
Chairman:  Bill Graham Vice-Chairmen: Stéphane Bergeron
John English
Sarkis Assadourian Beryl Gaffney Bob Mills Charlie Penson (15)
Michel Dupuy Francis G. LeBlanc Lee Morrison Benoit Sauvageau
Jesse Flis John Loney Philippe Paré Bob Speller
Associate Members
Diane Ablonczy Bill Blaikie Herb Grubel Val Meredith
Eleni Bakopanos Pierre Brien Jean H. Leroux Rey D. Pagtakhan
Colleen Beaumier Maud Debien Ron MacDonald Janko Peri¢
Réginald Bélair Jack Frazer Gurbax Singh Malhi Svend J. Robinson
Leon E. Benoit Christiane Gagnon Keith Martin Andrew Telegdi
Jag Bhaduria John Godfrey Ted McWhinney Paddy Torsney
SUB-COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL
FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Chairman:  Bill Graham
David Iftody Bob Mills Philippe Paré Paddy Torsney 5)
SUB-COMMITTEE ON SUSTAINABLE
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
Chairman:  John English
Maud Debien Beryl Gaffney John Godfrey Keith Martin 5)
SUB-COMMITTEE ON TRADE DISPUTES
Chairman:  Michel Dupuy
Sarkis Assadourian Ron MacDonald Charlie Penson Benoit Sauvageau 5)
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GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS

Chairman: Tony Valeri Vice-Chairmen: Eugéene Bellemare
Gilbert Fillion
Colleen Beaumier Paul Créte Stephen Harper Ovid L. Jackson (11
John Bryden Bill Gilmour John Harvard lan Murray
Associate Members
Ghidlain Lebel Carolyn Parrish George Proud Ted White
lan McClelland Janko Peri¢ John Solomon John Williams
HEALTH
Chairman: Roger Simmons Vice-Chairs: Harbance Singh Dhaliwal
PaulinePicard
Antoine Dubé Grant Hill John Murphy Paul Szabo (11
Bonnie Hickey Keith Martin Andy Scott Joseph Volpe

Associate Members

Colleen Beaumier Maurice Dumas Pat O’'Brien Svend J. Robinson
Margaret Bridgman Réjean Lefebvre John O’ Rellly Roseanne Skoke
Jan Brown Audrey McLaughlin Bob Ringma Rose-Marie Ur
Pierre de Savoye Réal Ménard
SUB-COMMITTEE ON HIV/AIDS

Chairman:  John O’Reilly
Grant Hill Pat O'Brien Paul Szabo Joseph Volpe 8
Réal Ménard Svend J. Robinson Rose-Marie Ur

HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT
Chairman: Maurizio Bevilacqua Vice-Chairs: Jean Augustine
FrancineLalonde
Gerry Byrne Dale Johnston Larry McCormick Jim Silye (15)
Christiane Gagnon Gurbax Singh Malhi Robert D. Nault AnnaTerrana
Patrick Gagnon lan McClelland George Proud Stéphan Tremblay
Associate Members

Diane Ablonczy Jan Brown Paul DeVillers Keith Martin
Warren Allmand John Cannis Antoine Dubé Réal Ménard
Chris Axworthy Marlene Cowling Jim Gouk Svend J. Robinson
Leon E. Benoit Paul Créte Herb Grubel Andy Scott




HUMAN RIGHTSAND THE STATUS OF
PERSONSWITH DISABILITIES

Chair: SheilaFinestone Vice—Chairmen: Maurice Bernier
Warren Allmand Jean Augustine Deborah Grey Russell MacLellan (11
Sarkis Assadourian John Godfrey Sharon Hayes Réal Ménard
Associate Members
Chris Axworthy Maud Debien Philippe Paré Roseanne Skoke
Mauril Bélanger Audrey McLaughlin Svend J. Robinson Myron Thompson
Robert Bertrand
INDUSTRY
Chairman: David Walker Vice—Chairmen: Walt L astewka
Mark Assad Maurice Godin Philip Mayfield Geoff Regan (15)
Morris Bodnar Jay Hill Réal Ménard Werner Schmidt
Bonnie Brown Tony lanno lan Murray Alex Shepherd
Associate Members
Peter Adams Nick Discepola Andy Mitchell John Solomon
Leon E. Benoit Joe Fontana Rey D. Pagtakhan Darrel Stinson
Pierre Brien Karen Kraft Sloan Yves Rocheleau Paul Szabo
Pierre de Savoye Ghidlain Lebel Roseanne Skoke Len Taylor
Bernard Deshaies
SUB-COMMITTEE ON CONVERSION OF MILITARY
INDUSTRIESTO CIVILIAN PURPOSES
Chairman: Walt Lastewka
Bonnie Brown Réal Ménard lan Murray Chuck Strahl (5)
JUSTICE AND LEGAL AFFAIRS
Chair: Shaughnessy Cohen Vice-Chairs: Michel Bellehumeur
Paddy Torsney
Pierre de Savoye Roger Gallaway Francois Langlois George S. Rideout (15)
Paul DeVillers Art Hanger John Maloney Andrew Telegdi
Nick Discepola Gordon Kirkby Jack Ramsay Randy White
Associate Members
Chris Axworthy Christiane Gagnon Derek Lee Svend J. Robinson
Jag Bhaduria Patrick Gagnon John Loney Roseanne Skoke
Garry Breitkreuz Jim Gouk Russell MacLellan Bernard St—L aurent
Jan Brown Stephen Harper Val Meredith Myron Thompson
John Finlay Hill Bob Mills Susan Whelan
Paul Forseth Ghidlain Lebel Geoff Regan Ted White

Jack Frazer
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SUB-COMMITTEE ON BILL C-25,
THE REGULATIONSACT

Chairman: Russell MacLéellan
Gordon Kirkby John Maloney Susan Whelan Ted White (6)
Ghidlain Lebel

SUB-COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL SECURITY

Chairman: Derek Lee
Nick Discepola Art Hanger Francois Langlois George S. Rideout (6)
Roger Gallaway

LIAISON

Chairman:  Bill Graham Vice-Chair: Mary Clancy
Reg Alcock Shaughnessy Cohen Clifford Lincoln Tony Valeri (21
Eleni Bakopanos Sheila Finestone Joe McGuire Lyle Vanclief
Maurizio Bevilacqua Albina Guarnieri Andy Mitchell David Walker
Raymond Bonin Michel Guimond Jim Peterson Paul Zed
Charles Caccia Ghidlain Lebel Roger Simmons

Associate Member
Jack Frazer
SUB-COMMITTEE ON BUDGET

Chairman:  Bill Graham Vice—Chairman: Paul Zed

Jack Frazer Michel Guimond Andy Mitchell 5)
NATIONAL DEFENCE AND VETERANS AFFAIRS
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John Cannis Jack Frazer Jean H. Leroux John Richardson (11
Bernie Collins Jim Hart John O’ Rellly Bob Wood
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Pierre de Savoye John Maloney Bob Ringma
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Associate Members

Brent St. Denis
Derek Wells
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John Finlay

Roger Gallaway
John Solomon




PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS

Chairman: Paul Zed Vice—Chairs: Marlene Catterall
FrancgoisLanglois
Madeleine Dalphond—-Guiral Bonnie Hickey John Loney Ray Speaker (14)
Jack Frazer Bob Kilger Rey D. Pagtakhan Chuck Strahl
Mac Harb René Laurin Carolyn Parrish
Associate Members
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Pierre de Savoye
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John Maloney
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According to precedence

Prime Minister

Leader of the Government in the House of Commons and Solicitor
General of Canada

Minister of Foreign Affairs

Minister of Transport

Minister of Agriculture and Agri—Food

Minister of Health

Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Devel opment

Leader of the Government in the Senate and Minister with special
responsibility for Literacy

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Canadian Heritage
Minister of the Environment

Minister of Industry, Minister for the Atlantic Canada Opportunities
Agency, Minister of Western Economic Diversification and Minister
responsible for the Federal Office of Regional Development — Quebec

Minister of Public Works and Government Services

Minister of Finance

Minister of National Defence and Minister of Veterans Affairs
Minister for International Trade

President of the Treasury Board and Minister responsible for
Infrastructure

Minister of Natural Resources
Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada

Minister of Labour and Deputy Leader of the Government in the House
of Commons

Minister of Citizenship and Immigration
Minister of Fisheries and Oceans
Minister of National Revenue

President of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada and Minister of
Intergovernmental Affairs

Minister of Human Resources Devel opment

Minister for International Cooperation and Minister responsible for
Francophonie

Secretary of State (Agriculture and Agri—Food, Fisheries and Oceans)
Secretary of State (Training and Y outh)

Secretary of State (Veterans) (Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency)
Secretary of State (Latin America and Africa)

Secretary of State (Asia—Peacific)

Secretary of State (Science, Research and Development) (Western
Economic Diversification)

Secretary of State (International Financial Institutions)
Secretary of State (Federal Office of Regional Development — Quebec)
Secretary of State (Multiculturalism) (Status of Women)
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Rey D. Pagtakhan
Paul Zed

Nick Discepola
Francis G. LeBlanc
John Richardson
Stan Keyes

Jerry Pickard
Joseph Volpe
Bernard Patry
Guy H. Arseneault
Karen Kraft Sloan
Morris Bodnar

John Harvard
Barry Campbell
Robert D. Nault
Ron MacDonald
Ovid L. Jackson

Marlene Cowling
Gordon Kirkby
George Proud
Maria Minna
Ted McWhinney
Sue Barnes

Paul DeVillers

John Godfrey

to Prime Minister

to Leader of the Government in the House of Commons
to Solicitor General of Canada

to Minister of Foreign Affairs

to Minister of National Defence and Minister of Veterans Affairs
to Minister of Transport

to Minister of Agriculture and Agri—Food

to Minister of Health

to Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development
to Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Canadian Heritage
Minister of the Environment

to Minister of Industry, Minister for the Atlantic Canada
Opportunities Agency and Minister of Western Economic
Diversification

to Minister of Public Works and Government Services

to Minister of Finance

to Minister of Human Resources Development

to Minister for International Trade

to President of the Treasury Board

to Minister of Natural Resources

to Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada

to Minister of Labour

to Minister of Citizenship and Immigration

to Minister of Fisheries and Oceans

to Minister of National Revenue

to President of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada and Minister
of Intergovernmental Affairs

to Minister for International Cooperation
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