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ABOUT THE DISABLED WOMEN’S NETWORK (DAWN) CANADA  
 
The DisAbled Women’s Network (DAWN) 
Canada is a feminist cross-disability human rights organization that works to address 

systems of oppression. We focus on addressing issues of disability and through our four 

pillars of research, education, policy and advocacy. We amplify the voices of women 

across the gender spectrum through an intersectional lens.  

DAWN’s mandate to end the poverty, isolation, discrimination and violence experienced 

by Canadian women with disabilities and Deaf women and promote the advancement 

and inclusion of women and girls with disabilities and Deaf women by creating change 

at a systemic level.  

Contact: 
469, Jean Talon W. #215 
Montréal (Quebec) 
H3N 1R4 
 
Telephone: (514) 396-0009 
Fax: (514) 396-6585 
Toll free (Canada): 1-866-396-0074 
 
Email:admin@dawncanada.net 
Web: www.dawncanada.net 
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Introduction: 

DAWN Canada is putting recommendations forward on the ways to operate, administer and control the 

implementation of an alert system with the aim to and take action on the ongoing violence towards 

Indigenous women, girls and 2SLGBTQQIA+ persons. DAWN Canada commends the action being taken by 

the government to consult on such an incredibly important initiative. This brief aims to shed light on the 

intersectional challenges faced by Indigenous women, girls and 2SLGBTQQIA+ persons living with 

disability, emphasizing the urgent need for a comprehensive and an inclusive approach in implementing 

the Red Dress Alert system. Indigenous women, girls and 2SLGBTQQIA+ persons living with disability 

encapsulates the intersectionality of multiple marginalized identities. They also encounter compounded 

discrimination, hindering their access to resources and services and perpetuating disproportionate levels 

of vulnerability and marginalization. DAWN Canada advocates for the recognition of Indigenous women, 

girls and 2SLGBTQQIA+ persons living with disability within this framework, emphasizing the imperative 

to address intersecting forms of discrimination and vulnerability. 

Addressing Root Causes: The intersection of gender, ethnicity, and disability amplifies existing 

discrimination against Indigenous women, girls and 2SLGBTQQIA+ persons with disabilities, stemming 

from colonization, gender-based violence, and ableism. This triple intersection leads to high rates of 

school abandonment, unemployment, poverty, incarceration, illness, and even death. Interconnected 

issues such as poverty, violence, and health inequities contribute to the vulnerabilities experienced by 

Indigenous women, girls, and 2SLGBTQQIA+ persons, particularly those with disabilities. Contributing 

factors include systemic barriers in accessing healthcare, education, employment, and justice systems. 

The current justice systems in Canada often disregard the distinct needs and vulnerabilities of this 

marginalized group, perpetuating systemic invisibility and neglect. Additionally, prevalent biases and 

stereotypes exacerbate marginalization, impeding their ability to seek protection and support. 

Empowerment and Inclusion: Empowering Indigenous women, girls and 2SLGBTQQIA+ persons living 

with disability requires their active participation in decision-making processes. They must be represented 

at all levels of policymaking and service provision to ensure their needs are adequately addressed. 

Culturally sensitive approaches and inclusive support services are imperative to mitigate the unique 

challenges faced by this marginalized group. Indigenous women, girls and 2SLGBTQQIA+ persons living 

with disability must actively partake in all aspect of implementing and administering this alert system. 

Their lived experience needs to be grounded in the work that needs to be done to make this initiative a 

reality, allowing for leadership opportunities. 

Recommendations for Inclusive Implementation: Accessibility Standards: Enforce accessibility standards 

to ensure the Red Dress Alert system accommodates diverse disabilities. This encompasses alternative 

communication formats, physical accessibility measures, and culturally competent support services. 

Cultural Competency Training: Provide cultural competency training for emergency responders and 

service providers to sensitively address the specific needs of Indigenous women, girls and 2SLGBTQQIA+ 

persons living with disability. 

Indigenous Gender Based Analysis Plus: Implement IGBA+ throughout all aspects of the development 

and implementation of the Red Dress Alert system. 
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Community Engagement: Prioritize community engagement initiatives that center the voices and 

experiences of Indigenous women, girls and 2SLGBTQQIA+ persons living with disability in developing 

and implementing the Red Dress Alert system. 

Intersecting Data Collection: Integrate data collection mechanisms recognizing intersecting identities 

(disability status, Indigenous identity, gender, and sexual orientation) for accurate representation and 

targeted responses. 

Collaborative Partnerships: Foster partnerships among Indigenous organizations, disability advocacy 

groups, and government agencies to co-create and effectively implement the Red Dress Alert system. 

Conclusion: 

Adopting an intersectional framework is crucial in acknowledging the diverse experiences and needs of 

Indigenous women, girls and 2SLGBTQQIA+ persons particularly those living with disabilities, within the 

Red Dress Alert system. By acknowledging intersecting challenges and adopting inclusive approaches, we 

can strive towards a more equitable and effective response to the crisis of missing Indigenous women, 

girls and 2SLGBTQQIA+ persons. It is imperative to prioritize the safety, rights, and empowerment of 

Indigenous women, girls and 2SLGBTQQIA+ persons living with disability, ensuring their full inclusion and 

participation in all aspects of society. By centering intersectionality in policy and practice, we can 

advance towards a more inclusive and effective alert system, leaving no one behind.  

 

References 

Canada, H. (2022, April 7). Minister of Health Launches Call for proposals for projects that address anti-indigenous racism in 
Health S... Canada.ca. https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/news/2022/04/minister-of-health-launches-call-for-
proposals-for-projects-that-address-anti-indigenous-racism-in-health-systems.html  

Cheng, M. (2023, July 12). Canada’s indigenous women forcibly sterilized decades after other rich countries stopped. CTVNews. 
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/canada-s-indigenous-women-forcibly-sterilized-decades-after-other-rich-countries-
stopped-1.6476708  

Crawford, A. (2016, September 22). Suicide among indigenous peoples in Canada. The Canadian Encyclopedia. 
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/suicide-among-indigenous-peoples-in-canada  

Doesburg, S., & Golaz, J. (n.d.). Missing and murdered Indigenous Women (MMIW) in Canada. The Ball is in YOur Court Social 
Change Through and Beyond Sport. https://ecampusontario.pressbooks.pub/theballisinyourcourt/chapter/missing-and-
murdered-indigenous-women-mmiw-in-canada/  

Government of Canada, S. C. (2022, April 26). Violent victimization and perceptions of safety among First Nations, Métis and 
Inuit women and among women living in remote areas of Canada. The Daily - . https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-
quotidien/220426/dq220426b-eng.htm  

Government of Canada, S. C. (2023, December 18). Canadian survey on disability, 2017 to 2022. The Daily - . 
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/231201/dq231201b-eng.htm  

Gutierrez, L., Hooey, D., Talisman, E., & Miron, H. (n.d.). Ten years since spirit matters: A roadmap for the reform of indigenous 
corrections in Canada. OCI. https://oci-bec.gc.ca/en/content/ten-years-spirit-matters-roadmap-reform-indigenous-
corrections-canada  

Heidinger, L. (2022, April 26). This article examines the experiences indigenous women in Canada, and where possible provides 
results for First Nations, Métis, and Inuit indigenous identity groups. the focus is on experiences of violent victimization 
and perceptions of neighbourhood, safety, and the criminal justice system. the prevalence of gender-based violent 
victimization in Canada is examined using self-reported data from the 2018 survey of safety in public and private spaces. 
data from the 2019 General Social Survey (GSS) on Canadians’ safety (victimization) is used to explore confidence in 
police and criminal courts, as well as perceptions of neighbourhood cohesion and disorder. in addition, homicide data 
highlights the prevalence and characteristics of homicide of indigenous women in Canada. Violent victimization and 



 

 

5 

perceptions of safety: Experiences of First Nations, Métis and Inuit women in Canada. 
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2022001/article/00004-eng.htm  

Marchildon, J. (n.d.). Almost half of all indigenous children in Canada live in poverty. Global Citizen. 
https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/indigenous-child-poverty-rates-canada/  

McGuire, M. M., & Murdoch, D. J. (2022). (In)-justice: An exploration of the dehumanization, victimization, criminalization, and 

over-incarceration of Indigenous women in Canada. Punishment & Society, 24(4), 529-550. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/14624745211001685 

Press, T. C. (2022, September 21). More than half of kids in foster care are Indigenous: Statistics Canada - National. Global News. 

https://globalnews.ca/news/9144729/statistics-canada-2021-census-housing-

indigenous/#:~:text=Data%20collected%20shows%20Indigenous%20children%20accounted%20for%2053.8,for%2052.2%20per

%20cent%20of%20children%20in%20care.  

Roudometkina, A., & Wakeford, K. (2023, March 6). Trafficking of indigenous women and girls in Canada. Human Trafficking 

Search. https://humantraffickingsearch.org/resource/trafficking-of-indigenous-women-and-girls-in-canada/  

 

 

 

https://doi.org/10.1177/14624745211001685

