
November 30, 2020  

 

Dear Members of the Committee for Immigration:  
 

Re: Spousal Sponsorship Impact on Canadians 

 

We are the Voices4Families Facebook group comprised of over 500 members. We are 

providing an account of the impact of the IRCC process during Covid-19. We have been 

stalled in the spousal sponsorship application process for the past 1 to 7 years. See, 

https://datastudio.google.com/reporting/4dfa0378-b4fa-48a4-9654-

d68740c14481/page/5LrnB 

 

The inability of the government to resolve the problems of reunification during this 

pandemic is negligent and after 9 months of inaction appears to be a deliberate disregard 

for our family unit. 

 

The Minister implemented policy changes to facilitate the process to reunite spouses of 

foreign workers, unmarried couples and spouses of students. He even provided a pathway 

to permanent residency for out-of-status construction workers and a policy to benefit 

Canadian employers allowing for visitors to apply for a work permit without having to 

leave the country, in January 2020 and August 2020 respectively, Application for 

Temporary Public Policy: Out-of-status construction workers in the Greater Toronto Area 

(GTA) - Canada.ca. 

 

This shows the Minister has continuously adapted immigration policy for mercenary 

means. The disregard of tax-paying, hardworking Canadian Citizens/Residents and their 

children’s human rights to grow up with both parents is especially irresponsible. This is 

causing irreversible mental, emotional and financial hardship. A solution for an 

immediate reunification by a Ministerial Instruction is required, which is within the 

powers of five ministers, primarily Minister Marco Mendicino.  

 

A response to our survey, “Family Impact Statement form”, identified lengthy and 

unlawful discriminatory practices. Two major barriers for immediate reunification include: 

 

1. The interview process which violates two primary elements of procedural 

fairness; processing without undue delay and the right to fair and impartial 

decision-making. Our members have been flagged for interviews for 

undisclosed reasons. The interviews remain unscheduled. There is no virtual 

forum secured to conduct these interviews. Countries have lockdowns and 

restricted movement of their citizens, in person interview are essentially 

impossible. For these reasons the interview process needs to be waived. 
 

2. Spousal Sponsorship Applications have been sent to overseas visa offices. 

Many of the offices remain closed and others are open with limited capacity, 

therefore halting the processing of applications since March 2020. The visa 

offices that are open are focused on processing economic immigration stream, 

not family class. Also, many of our members expressed concerns of the 

https://datastudio.google.com/reporting/4dfa0378-b4fa-48a4-9654-d68740c14481/page/5LrnB
https://datastudio.google.com/reporting/4dfa0378-b4fa-48a4-9654-d68740c14481/page/5LrnB
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/application-forms-guides/application-out-of-status-construction-workers.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/application-forms-guides/application-out-of-status-construction-workers.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/application-forms-guides/application-out-of-status-construction-workers.html


assessment of their applications being reviewed by local visa staff vs trained 

Canadian decision makers. See, https://visa.vfsglobal.com/geo/en/can/news/ministerial-

instructions-by-ircc 

We recommend the Minister to implement a special policy for spousal sponsorship 

applications allowing the issuance of permanent resident visa where; the applicant 

provided a clear police certificate, the Canadian sponsor has been granted eligibility, and 

the application has already passed the 12-month processing time.  

 

This process would require the immigration officer to review the application for the 

following: 

 

• Evidence of Sponsor Eligibility 

• Evidence of clear Criminal Record Check 

• Evidence of legal marriage certificate 

 

We would be happy to provide additional statements from other members and any further 

information. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Voices4Familes  

 

voices4families@gmail.com 

 

 

 

https://visa.vfsglobal.com/geo/en/can/news/ministerial-instructions-by-ircc
https://visa.vfsglobal.com/geo/en/can/news/ministerial-instructions-by-ircc
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November 26, 2020    Open Letter to Our Nation’s and Global Leaders -Family Reunification 

Voices4Families would like to bring to your attention the exhausted efforts of Canadians in hopes to reunite 

with their families via the Spousal Sponsorship program. Our applications have surpassed the 12-month 

timeline and we have spent the pandemic alone without the support and love of our families.  

The announcements made on June 8th, September 24th, and October 8th of this year by the Minister of 

Immigration, Marco Mendicino have not facilitated the process of reunification for us. We remain separated 

since the lockdown in March, and for some, many months/years prior to the pandemic. Each passing day 

continues to be filled with anxiety, discouragement, or depression as our hopes to see our families dwindles. 

Therefore, a solution for an immediate reunification by a Ministerial Instruction is sought, which is within the 

powers of five ministers, primarily Minister Marco Mendicino. 

We have sent thousands of letters, protested numerous times across Canada and protested outside the 
Minister’s office since mid-October. We have filed 2 petitions with the House of Commons. In November 
2020, months after the House of Commons Petition e-2747 was tabled, we received a vague response from the 
Minister that reiterated applications for Temporary Resident Visas would not be denied. However, we are 
routinely denied as we are required to provide an explanation that satisfy an immigration officer of section 
179(b) of the Immigration and Refugee Protection Regulation, the intent that our spouses will leave after the 
“visit”.  The officers do not accept the simple reason of wanting to be with our loved ones as a satisfactory 
reason to approve visitor visas. We must provide evidence that our families have “greater ties” to their country 
than to the relationship with the Canadian spouse. The criteria treats our families in the same manner as a 
tourist visiting Canada, it keeps us separated from our loved ones. It does not support the fundamental human 
right to allow families access to each other for the purpose of temporary reunification. We are left helpless and

our lives left in limbo.  

Everywhere we turn we are faced with roadblocks to reunification; travel restrictions across the globe, lengthy 

processing times and delays, visa offices operating at partial capacity and denials of tourist visas. Our Minister 

has offered little or no consideration to the realities of the pandemic. 

Hence, before the end of this year, we are looking for a compassionate and supportive solution from all 

Members of Parliament, Senators, Canadian human rights organizations, religious institutions, community 

leaders and the United Nations during these unprecedented times.  We would appreciate your support to push 

for immediate reunification via exemption from some identified lengthy, unjust and unlawful discriminatory 

practices of this outdated immigration system, saving us from enduring any further mental/emotional distress 

and financial loss.  

We therefore urge the Minister of Immigration to implement a special policy for spousal sponsorship 

applications allowing the issuance of permanent resident visa where; the applicant provided a clear police 

certificate, the Canadian sponsor has been granted eligibility, and the application has already passed the 12-

month processing time.  Thank-you.  

Voices4Families, voices4families@gmail.com 

Enclosures:  

1. Exemption for all Delayed Spousal Sponsorship Applications

2. Family Sponsorship Impact Statement Form

mailto:voices4families@gmail.com
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November 26, 2020 

EXEMPTION FOR ALL DELAYED SPOUSAL SPONSORSHIP APPLICATIONS 

We, Canadian citizens and Permanent Residents are requesting immediate issuance of permanent resident 
visas for spousal sponsorship applications where; the principal applicant has provided a clear criminal record 
check/ police certificate; the Canadian sponsor has been granted eligibility, and the application has passed the 
12-month processing time.

While we encourage Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) to pursue a thorough policy review 
related to spousal sponsorship, this request is being made during a crucial time period whereby a worldwide 
COVID-19 pandemic is still in effect and many of us have been forcibly separated since before the pandemic 
was declared in March 2020. In the interim we must be reunited with our loved ones by means of a 
permanent resident visa for immediate travel to Canada.  

Granting an exemption would quickly complete the approximately 150,000 pending spousal applications and 
provide reparation of the time lost and harm done to Canadians. The focus of the program on the search for 
small percentage of fraudulent marriages does not warrant the suffering experienced by the approximately 
150,000 Canadians awaiting a decision.  

❖ According to the September 24, 2020 news release to “speed up” the process, “IRCC aims to accelerate,

prioritize and finalize approximately 6,000 spousal applications each month from October until

December 2020. Combined with processing to date, this rate will lead to about 49,000 decisions by the

end of this year.”  News release September 24, 2020—Ottawa- IRCC speeding up processing for spousal

applications - Canada.ca  Our calculation is, if IRCC is able to complete 6,000 applications a month, it will

take an additional 24 months for Canadians to receive a decision, adding another 2 years to the 8

months lost during the pandemic.

The program’s sole focus on outliers (marriage of convenience) is discrediting the vast majority of honest, 

hardworking Canadians. Canadians and their spouses have provided the documentation requested by the IRCC 

promptly and professionally, needed for the completion of our applications. The delays in the process have 

caused the expiration of our documents. There is also evidence that demonstrates the misuse of our 

information which we provided in good faith. In particular, the interview process has been used to make 

personal inferences that has led to delays and denials. These denials result in appeals going to the federal 

courts, then we end up submitting a new application and starting the lengthy arduous process again which has 

the greatest impact on our daily lives and causes emotional, physical and financial stress that has long-term 

traumatic effects on Canadians, their spouses and their children. 

“There’s no place for the state in the bedrooms of the nation.”  - Pierre Elliot Trudeau, 1967 

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/news/2020/09/ircc-speeding-up-processing-for-spousal-applications.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/news/2020/09/ircc-speeding-up-processing-for-spousal-applications.html
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Since Pierre Trudeau’s famous quote, laws have been passed to reflect the progressive attitudes and 

behaviours of Canadian society. Canada has a growing interdependence with the world’s economies, cultures 

and populations, brought about by cross-border trade, technology, and flows of investment, people and 

information. Canadians have adapted to the interactions between different regions and populations around 

the globe resulting in meeting and marrying from different countries. Canada was built on multiculturalism. 

In 2016, over 250 ethnic origins or ancestries were reported by the Canadian population. Our chosen spouses 

overseas are reflected in the nationalities that make up Canada.  The lack of acknowledgement of the change 

in Canadian society by the IRCC is a barrier to our rights as Canadians. The rights of Canadians and their 

children have been declared by the United Nations and UNICEF and are expected to be protected by the 

Canadian federal government. The current spousal sponsorship process has caused grave disruption to 

Canadians, halting the conception of children, separating parents from their children and increasing financial 

hardship. The use of immigration for economic prosperity is one aspect of the IRCC, the spousal sponsorship 

program is based on the health and wellbeing of the Canadian family. Spousal sponsorship benefits the 

economy and Canadian society. We ask for these values to be respected. 

We appreciate the ongoing work of the Standing Committee on Citizenship and Immigration to address the 

concerns of discrimination inherent in the process. However, implementation of this exemption will protect 

Canadians from the current shortcomings of the program while it is being evaluated. Canadians have been 

waiting in excess of 12 months to be reunited with their families and this needless separation of Canadians 

from their families due to unreasonable IRCC delays now accompanied by COVID-19, requires an urgent 

solution. The factors for consideration are: 

➢ The government has stated its need for immigrants to fulfill quotas and labour shortages. Our spouses

are immigrants with family and established networks, ready to integrate into Canadian society.

➢ The 12-month approximate timeline was exceeded or will surely exceed because of the delays we are

facing with COVID-19.

➢ The 12-month approximate processing timeline was ample time to complete our applications, even

considering background checks, parallel provincial processes, or previous status issues.

➢ We have been subjected to emotional, psychological, and financial hardship because of this lengthy

process which has worsened, being alone, during the first and second wave of the pandemic.

➢ Countries around the world such as Norway, Denmark, The Netherlands, Switzerland Austria, Iceland,

Luxemburg, and the Czech Republic took measures to reunite couples at the beginning of the

pandemic demonstrating compassion for their citizens.

➢ It is essential to our well-being as married couples to be living in the same home together. It is

important for the healthy development of our children, for those couples wishing to start a family and

for the overall health and well-being of our relationships.
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➢ We are born Canadian citizens, sworn citizens and permanent residents who are taxpayers, who live,

work, study, and participate in Canadian society.

➢ We paid our application fees to the IRCC in full- in advance, and provided all documentation requested

as genuine married couples believing it was a fair and reasonable process.

➢ We have been unjustly subject to scrutiny and mistreatment because of the small few who may have

abused of this program in the past.

➢ There is no transparency explaining the reasons why applicants are suspect and require interviews, or

why their eligibility is doubted which is equated to being found “guilty until proven innocent,” which is

contrary to Canadian law.

➢ Applicants were promised the implementation of virtual interviews during COVID-19, however months

later, nothing has been delivered. This process already raises concerns about the discretion and biases

of immigration officers and needs to be suspended to protect the applicants.

➢ Our marriage is a bi-national union which requires an understanding of the values, cultures and laws

instilled in each of us by our respective country. Approximately, 90 % of our spouses have not lived in

Canada and should not be penalized by the officer using Canadian values. Likewise, Canadians are

being evaluated by privately contracted visa offices which employs locals causing a variance in

standards.

➢ The IRCC training criteria to judge the validity of a marriage based on “cultural consistency” is highly

inappropriate.  Nations encompass many ethnicities, traditions, beliefs that vary from household to

household. We cannot all be painted with the same brush.

➢ The autonomy of a single immigration agent to make decisions on the assessment of an application is a

liability to the lives of Canadian families.

➢ The lack of an entity like an Ombudsman leaves us open to abuses, dishonesty, rejections and delays

with no recourse. The onus is on us to rectify the situation which costs us time and money.

➢ The protocols of biometrics and medical evaluation can generate revenues here on Canadian soil, as

they incur fees and will create employment for Canadians.

➢ We hear of imposters/fakes/manipulators who arrive in Canada across all immigration programs which

puts in question the heavy scrutiny placed on spousal sponsorships. This also attests to the fact that

the filter and criteria is not foolproof and needs revision.
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We believe Canada must respect the human rights of Canadians and their children: 

Under the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 16, 
Article 16 of The Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

1. Men and women of full age, without any limitation due to race, nationality 
or religion, have the right to marry and to found a family. They are entitled to 
equal rights as to marriage, during marriage and at its dissolution. 

 2. Marriage shall be entered into only with the free and full consent of the 
intending spouses.  

3. The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is 
entitled to protection by society and the State. 

 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees research paper by Frances Nicholson 
pages 7 & 10. 5a8c40ba1.pdf (unhcr.org) 

 “The right to family life and family unity of refuges and others in need of 
international protection and the family definition applied” says: “ensure that the best 
interests of the child are taken fully into consideration in immigration law, planning, 
implementation and assessment of migration policies and decision-making on 
individual cases, including in granting or refusing applications on entry to or residence 
in a country…”  

In the same paper, the author quotes K. Jastram and K. Newland, “Family Unity and 
Refugee Protection”, in Refugee Protection in International Law: UNHCR's Global 
Consultations on International Protection, (Feller et al eds), Cambridge University 
Press (CUP), 2003, stating: 

 “As the foundation, there is universal consensus that, as the fundamental unit of 
society, the family is entitled to respect and protection. A right to family unity is 
inherent in recognizing the family as a ‘group’ unit: if members of the family did not 
have a right to live together, there would not be a ‘group’ to respect or protect. In 
addition, the right to marry and found a family includes the right to maintain a family 
life together…” 

United Nations Expert Group Family Policies for Inclusive Societies  
Family Migration Policies and Social Integration 
 
“Family members are not only a source of support, migrants also 
Want to fulfil their responsibilities to their kin, therefore their  
proximity is vital. Prolonged familial separation can have deleterious 
effects on family members, adding stress to intimate and parent-child 
relationships and creating or exacerbating economic difficulties.” 
 

 

Microsoft Word - Family Oriented Migration Policies and Social 
Integration.docx (un.org) 
 

UNICEF working paper  
Family Unity in the Context of Migration 

 
“All children, regardless of their or their parents’ refugee, temporary 

protection or migration status, have the right to grow up with their 
families.” 

“Family unity protects children’s lives, their development and their 
well-being. By physically being together, migrant and refugee families thrive 
and contribute more productively to host communities, thereby 

encouraging their acceptance and integration.” 

“In the context of migration and displacement, respect for family unity 

and the right to family life involves; allowing families to move together; for 
separated families to reunify; and to take into account family unity and the 
best interests of the child when considering returns.” 

 

Working paper: Family unity in the context of migration | UNICEF 
 

 
We expect the government to protect Canadian families and children’s rights at all times, but precisely 

because of the health crisis and economic situation of the COVID pandemic, we plead that you act 

compassionately and with urgency. We request an immediate exemption, because we need our families, given 

the traumatic circumstances associated with the pandemic and the immigration process itself. It will restore 

the health and well-being of Canadians and their families. 

Sincerely,  

Voices4Families 

Email: Voices4families@gmail.com            Facebook: Voices4Families             Twitter: @V4Families 

  

https://www.humanrights.com/course/lesson/articles-12-18/read-article-16.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/5a8c40ba1.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/family/wp-content/uploads/sites/23/2018/05/Family-Oriented-Migration-Policies-and-Social-Integration.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/family/wp-content/uploads/sites/23/2018/05/Family-Oriented-Migration-Policies-and-Social-Integration.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/documents/working-paper-family-unity-context-migration
mailto:Voices4families@gmail.com
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Family Sponsorship Impact Statement Form 

DETAILS SPECIFIC TO OUR PARTICULAR FILE: 

As a legally married couple, we are requesting the immediate granting of the “Landing Confirmation of Permanent 

Residency (CoPR)” for the Principal Applicant’s Spousal Sponsorship Application submitted on (DD/MM/YY): 

______________________. 

*If you are still waiting for an AOR, please fill in the date your file was submitted on (DD/MM/YY):  ________________ . 

*note: for second and third applications after refusals waiting for new AOR please write the original application date and new 

application date(s) 

I  am the Canadian Sponsor and my spouse is the Principal Applicant for Permanent Residence. I, hereby speak for both 

of us as one person, and as a Canadian Citizen or Permanent resident, hereby request the CoPR be expedited 

immediately, by the end of 2020 for the following reason(s): 

(PLEASE READ CAREFULLY and ONLY CHECK BOXES THAT APPLY, THERE IS A SECTION AT THE VERY END FOR SPECIAL 

SITUATIONS TO BE EXPLANED IN WRITING) 

CANADIAN SPONSOR 

 I am an eligible sponsor; I have been accepted by the IRCC. 

 I am a Canadian Citizen or Permanent Resident. 

 I am a hard-working, tax-paying, law-abiding person.  

 I am a good and well-intentioned person. 

 I am legally married and have documents to prove it. 

 I applied as a sponsor honestly, and swear my marriage is genuine. 

ABOUT YOUR SPOUSE (THE APPLICANT) 

 My spouse is a law-abiding citizen in his/her country. 

 We have provided biometrics as required by the IRCC (circle one) ONCE |TWICE| 3x +++ 

 We were never required to have biometrics the year we applied. 

 We would have provided biometrics if visa offices were open. 

 We have provided a clear police report to the IRCC (circle one) ONCE | TWICE | 3x | 4x | 5x +++ 

 We originally had provided a clear police report and we have had to disprove a fake criminal record and falsified 

documents created by the overseas Visa office, and I have the original police record to prove it. 

 We would have provided a police report if offices were open. 

 We have provided a passed medical evaluation expiring/expired on (DD/MM/YY): ___________________ 

(circle one) ONCE |TWICE |3x |4x | 5x+++  

 We are waiting for a positive answer for an extension for the accepted passed medical evaluation. 

 We were requested to make arrangements to re-do our medical evaluation as requested by the IRCC, as it has 

expired because of tardiness, embassy closures, travel restrictions or COVID. 

 We have the intention to work, invest, and make our lives together in Canada as law-abiding, tax-paying, hard-

working married people.  
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SPECIAL PRIORITIES (THE COUPLE) 

CHILDREN 

 I have a child or children who are the offspring of this marriage. 

 I have a child or children who consider my spouse their parent/step-parent. 

 I have a child or children (our offspring) who reside with my spouse in their country. 

 I have a step-child/child who reside with my spouse in their country.  

REFUSALS/RE-APPLICATIONS WITH SAME SPOUSE 

 We have applied and been refused and have re-applied with the same spouse, same marriage. 

 We have re-applied (circle one) ONCE | TWICE | 3x | 4x | 5x+++ 

This process has taken ______ months since the first original submission. 

REFUSALS/APPEALS  

 We have applied, been refused, appealed, and won the appeal. 

 We have applied, been refused, appealed, and lost the appeal. 

This process has taken ______ months since the original submission. 

RETURNED FILES 

 Our file was returned for missing documents/signatures after waiting______ months time with no 

information and no file number. 

 Our file was returned but there was nothing missing and no reason to return it. 

 Our file was returned by the IRCC for missing documents/signatures while other people’s files were not, to 

the best of my knowledge. 

LOST DOCUMENTS 

 We still have no file number, but we have proof of our original application dated: ______________ . 

 We received a temporary file number. 

 We have had to provide the same receipts/documents/forms more than once, as they appear to have been 

lost or not accounted for.  

Please specify for Federal IRCC / Quebec (MIFI) or Both: _________________________ 

Please specify which documents were not accounted for that needed to be re-submitted: (IRCC 

payments/medical evaluation/change of Representation/CSQ payment, etc.)  
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RECOMMEDED OR REQUIRED INTERVIEWS: 

We have provided sufficient evidence, beyond a reasonable doubt that our marriage is authentic.  

 We have provided direct, credible proof of our _____ years as a couple before/during and after our marriage 

though photos. 

 We have provided letters from family/friends that were written on our behalf as proof of our genuine 

relationship. 

 We have provided concrete proof including plane tickets, receipts, phone bills, and 

conversations/emails/screenshots/etc. 

 We have provided names of family members, addresses, relations, legal and/or religious ceremony certificates. 

 Despite the above evidence, we have been recommended or required an interview without being given any 

reason as to why.  

Note: To our knowledge, the interview restricts the questions to the Principal Applicant, when relationships grow and 

develop in a family context, and not in isolation. The interview is based on the original application, it does not take into 

consideration the years of a developing relationship.  This practice is increasing the risk of a “distorted” understanding of 

the relationship, as it is out of context. If people have spent several years in a relationship, how can a short interview of 

15 minutes or even 2 hours, do justice to the time invested in a committed marriage, especially if it involves the principal 

applicant, who is only one side of the equation. 

 I believe the IRCC process is interfering in our marriage based on discriminatory and outdated criteria.  

 I have written proof, that I will provide here: (please provide in quotations the written GCM notes or other 

written communications with the IRCC) 

 I have physical proof of dates and phone calls or conversations in person with the IRCC which demonstrate 

discrimination or bias: (please provide details as to conversations)  

 I have reason to believe our marriage has been flagged because: 

 

(PLEASE CIRCLE ANY THAT MAY APPLY) 

Ethnicity /Religion/ Race/Age /Socio-economic situation/ Country of birth/Citizenship/Sexual 

 preference/Gender preference/Difference of physical ability (able-bodyism)/Civil wedding/ Informal Wedding/ 

Contemporary Religious Wedding/Cultural Bias/Stereotypes / Divorcee/Anonymous hotline/Previous immigration 

status/Deportation/internment. 

 

Please explain: 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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TARDINESS/INEFFICIENCY 

 The IRCC has failed to complete our file and it has been ____________ months. 

 The IRCC is has completed the following steps: 

o Sponsor eligibility 

o Applicant acceptance 

o Biometrics 

o Medical 

o Interview 

o Pre-arrival 

 My file was originally submitted to ______________________ (visa office).  

 It took  ________________#months to transfer to ________________(visa office). 

 The last correspondence I received was from the _____________ visa office on _____________(DD/MM/YY)  

IN GOOD FAITH 

 We have provided all documents/payments/evidence promptly and professionally. 

 We have provided ample proof (photos/communications/bills/letters/plane tickets etc.) 

 We have complied with all requests or decisions to the best of our knowledge, given our legal counsel, and to 

cooperate with the IRCC and immigration laws. 

TRVs 

 I have applied for a TRV    ONCE | TWICE| 3x | 4x | 5x | 6x | 7x | 8x +++ 

 I have not bothered to apply for a TRV, because the rate of refusal using section 179(b).   

 I have applied but section 179(b) was used to refuse my TRV.  

 I have not bothered to apply because the processing time is _____ #days. 

 I have presented the legal intention of Dual Intent, provided ample proof of funds, and all the documentation 

necessary for my TRV, and still been refused. 

 I have been accepted for a TRV on the _______ attempt. (write 1st,  2nd, 3rd, 4th etc…) 

 I have been refused a TRV. 

Please provide proof of the other reasons written on the refusal letter or explained to you by phone if you were refused 

for one or more TRVs: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 

 I have contacted my MP regarding my application and the problems I have encountered with the IRCC 

 My MP seems to want to help, but says they are unable to do so. 

 My MP officially inquired about our file (using our signed consent form to request access to IRCC) 

 My MP has not helped me at all, although I have requested their help. 

 My MP has told me to wait until 12 months are up. 

 My MP has written a letter to the IRCC on my behalf. 

 My MP’s office has stopped answering my calls/emails. 

 My MP’s office has been unsupportive of me in the following ways, please provide details and dates of emails or 

conversations if possible: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

IRCC: 

 We have looked on the website to see the status of our file. 

 We have submitted webforms to understand what is happening with our file. 

 We have submitted legal submissions via webform. 

 We have called the IRCC by telephone. 

 We have complained or left suggestions on the website complaints/compliments form. 

HEALTH CONCERNS 

 This process, the delays, the discrimination, the inefficiency is causing health problems for one or the other, or 

both of us.  

Please specify: 

 Mental/Psychological health problems including depression, anxiety, insomnia, irritability, problems 

concentrating, very absentminded or distracted, panic attacks, suicidal ideations. 

 Physical Health issues including insomnia of sleep problems, hair falling out, diabetes, high blood pressure, 

asthma, stomach problems, hormonal issues or other physical stress responses. 

 Emotional responses such as despondency, crying spells, feelings of helplessness, workaholism, angry outbursts, 

reclusiveness, or impatience. 

 I have seen a doctor about these issues (mental/psychological/physical) 

 I have been prescribed medication during and due to this process. 

 I have started taking medication 

 I have started therapy or psychiatry during this process and due to this problem. 

WORK/FINANCES/RESIDENCY 

 Under this process I have incurred additional financial expenses. 

 Under this process I have experienced employment issues. 

 I have lost jobs/promotions/money as I have left the country for long periods of time. 

 I have lost jobs/promotions/money as I have left the country frequently for short periods. 
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 I have spent much more money than I normally would have spent in Canada in my spouse’s country or 

neighbouring countries where we have met. 

 I am the sole provider in this process because of the wage difference/exchange/socio-economic conditions of my 

spouse’s country. 

 I am currently under financial stress related to this program, its tardiness, and its shortcomings. 

 I am currently the sole provider for my ____ child/children.  

Since the beginning of this process I have spent (approx.)____________________ CAD in _________ months.  

Please explain: 
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
❖ Family Reunification – One of the three pillars of Canadian Immigration and government  

 
Policies 
As mentioned in the Evaluation of the Family Reunification Program document of the Evaluation Division of IRCC, published on the Government  
of Canada website,  

 
Family reunification is one of the three pillars of CIC's immigration program. Canadian immigration policy and legislation have a long tradition 
of supporting family reunification, which permits both recent immigrants and long-established Canadians to be reunited with members of their 
family. Under the Immigration and Refugee Protection Regulations (IRPR), family living abroad may be sponsored as well as spouses or common-
law partners living in Canada with their sponsor. Today, reuniting family members continues to be enshrined as one of the fundamental principles 
and objectives of Canadian immigration policy and legislation. Beyond family reunification, the FRP is also expected to produce social and cultural 
benefits, without incurring undue costs to the Canadian public.  

 
 “As per IRCC’s operational bulletin entitled “Procedural Fairness,” “Applications should not be subject to unnecessary delays. A delay that cannot be 
justified is a denial of procedural fairness.” 
 

➢ To adhere to its own policy, we deem our file has been treated unfairly by the IRCC, not because of COVID delays but because of inefficient 
processing from the beginning, as we have seen some files entirely completed within this year of 2020 despite COVID. We have not been 
accorded this “procedural fairness.”  

 
➢ We believe IRCC, the liberal government and the Minister of Immigration has had sufficient warning time to find practical solutions for the 

effects, concerns and safety during COVID and can grant an exemption for spousal applications in a prompt and responsible way.  

 
I hereby consent Voices4Families to submit this information on my behalf for the approval of the exemption. If you 
require any further information, please contact me by email.  

 
        
  Full Name (Print): _____________________________________  

                                

 
  Signature:  ___________________________________________ 
                                 Canadian Citizen /Permanent Resident  
                                      

  Canadian Postal Code:  ___________________________    Email: __________________________________ 

       



 
References: 

 

Exemptions made by the Minister of Immigration 

 

New temporary public policy will allow visitors to apply for a work permit 

without having to leave Canada - Canada.ca 

 

Canada: COVID-19: Government allows for reunification with extended family 

members, unmarried partners - B A L | Berry Appleman & Leiden LLP 

(balglobal.com) 

 

International Mobility Program (IMP): Public policy, competitiveness and 

economy - Canada.ca 

 

Coronavirus disease (COVID-19): International students - Canada.ca 

 

Travel restriction measures: COVID-19 program delivery - Canada.ca 

 

Media coverage 

CityNews Montreal, June 23, 2020  

https://montreal.citynews.ca/video/2020/06/23/canadian-man-separated-from-

colombian-wife-amid-covid-19/  

 

The Globe and Mail, July 7, 2020 

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/amp/politics/article-covid-19-slows-visa-

processing-leaving-many-families-separated/  

 

CTV News Saskatoon, July 7, 2020 https://saskatoon.ctvnews.ca/we-did-

everything-correctly-covid-19-creates-delays-for-saskatoon-woman-hoping-to-

reunite-withhusband-1.5014910  

 

CityNews Montreal, July 10, 2020 

https://montreal.citynews.ca/video/2020/07/10/married-couple-waiting-to-reunite/  

 

Global News Toronto, July 13, 2020 

https://twitter.com/globalnewsto/status/1282676154130763777?s=20 Red FM  

 

Calgary, July 14, 2020 (no link available) 650 CKOM Saskatoon, July 17, 2020 

https://iono.fm/e/893944 

 

CityNews Toronto, July 20, 2020 

https://toronto.citynews.ca/video/2020/07/20/nothing-we-can-do-families-

waiting-for-spousal-visas-left-in-limbo/  

 

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/news/2020/08/new-temporary-public-policy-will-allow-visitors-to-apply-for-a-work-permit-without-having-to-leave-canada.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/news/2020/08/new-temporary-public-policy-will-allow-visitors-to-apply-for-a-work-permit-without-having-to-leave-canada.html
https://www.balglobal.com/bal-news/canada-covid-19-government-allows-for-reunification-with-extended-family-members-unmarried-partners/
https://www.balglobal.com/bal-news/canada-covid-19-government-allows-for-reunification-with-extended-family-members-unmarried-partners/
https://www.balglobal.com/bal-news/canada-covid-19-government-allows-for-reunification-with-extended-family-members-unmarried-partners/
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/operational-bulletins-manuals/temporary-residents/foreign-workers/exemption-codes/public-policy-competitiveness-economy.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/operational-bulletins-manuals/temporary-residents/foreign-workers/exemption-codes/public-policy-competitiveness-economy.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/coronavirus-covid19/students.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/operational-bulletins-manuals/service-delivery/coronavirus/travel-restrictions.html
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/amp/politics/article-covid-19-slows-visa-processing-leaving-many-families-separated/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/amp/politics/article-covid-19-slows-visa-processing-leaving-many-families-separated/
https://montreal.citynews.ca/video/2020/07/10/married-couple-waiting-to-reunite/
https://iono.fm/e/893944


CityNews Montreal, July 20, 2020 

https://montreal.citynews.ca/video/2020/07/20/families-fighting-to-be-reunited/  

 

The Canadian Press, July 20, 2020 

https://www.nationalobserver.com/2020/07/20/news/thousands-lives-hold-

immigration-system-stalled-out Le Journal de Montréal, July 21, 2020 

https://www.journaldemontreal.com/2020/07/21/privee-de-son-papa-depuis-4-

mois  

 

BOOM 104.1 FM Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu, July 21, 2020 

https://www.iheartradio.ca/boom/boom-1041/nouvelles/le-cri-du-coeur-d-une-

maman-de-la-prairie-qui-veut-voir-son-conjointcubain-1.13031811  

 

CTV News Calgary, July 21, 2020 https://calgary.ctvnews.ca/covid-travel-

restrictions-have-kept-calgary-man-and-wife-apart-for-past-6-months-1.5033050  

 

 

 

L’Avantage de Rimouski, July 22, 2020 https://www.lavantage.qc.ca/archives-et-

cahiers-speciaux/22-07-2020-l-avantage-votre-journal Global News Toronto, July 

23, 2020 https://globalnews.ca/video/7211576/families-desperate-to-reunite-amid-

immigration-sponsorship-delays  

 

Red Deer Advocate, July 24, 2020 

https://www.reddeeradvocate.com/news/immigration-delay-keeps-family-apart/  

 

Radio-Canada, July 24, 2020 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x0nDx7_YH14  

 

The Chronicle Herald, July 24, 2020 

https://www.thechronicleherald.ca/news/local/its-something-we-live-with-

everyday-couples-separated-amid-pandemic-477410/ 

 

 L’Heure du Monde à la Première Chaîne de Radio-Canada, July 28, 2020 

https://ici.radio-canada.ca/premiere/emissions/l-heure-du-

monde/episodes/471728/rattrapage-du-mardi-28-juillet-2020/12 

 

Asian Pacific Post, July 28, 2020 https://asianpacificpost.com/article/8877-delays-

expected-paper-based-family-sponsorship-applications.html 

 

 ITC News, July 29, 2020 https://www.immigratetocanada.com/canadian-family-

sponsorship-backlog-leaves-thousands-waiting-for-reunification/  

 

Radio-Canada.ca, July 29, 2020 https://ici.radio-

canada.ca/nouvelle/1722958/coronavirus-frontiere-couples-canada-etats-unis Let's 

Go with Sabrina Marandola,  

 

https://montreal.citynews.ca/video/2020/07/20/families-fighting-to-be-reunited/
https://www.journaldemontreal.com/2020/07/21/privee-de-son-papa-depuis-4-mois
https://www.journaldemontreal.com/2020/07/21/privee-de-son-papa-depuis-4-mois
https://www.iheartradio.ca/boom/boom-1041/nouvelles/le-cri-du-coeur-d-une-maman-de-la-prairie-qui-veut-voir-son-conjointcubain-1.13031811
https://www.iheartradio.ca/boom/boom-1041/nouvelles/le-cri-du-coeur-d-une-maman-de-la-prairie-qui-veut-voir-son-conjointcubain-1.13031811
https://calgary.ctvnews.ca/covid-travel-restrictions-have-kept-calgary-man-and-wife-apart-for-past-6-months-1.5033050
https://calgary.ctvnews.ca/covid-travel-restrictions-have-kept-calgary-man-and-wife-apart-for-past-6-months-1.5033050
https://globalnews.ca/video/7211576/families-desperate-to-reunite-amid-immigration-sponsorship-delays
https://globalnews.ca/video/7211576/families-desperate-to-reunite-amid-immigration-sponsorship-delays
https://www.reddeeradvocate.com/news/immigration-delay-keeps-family-apart/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x0nDx7_YH14
https://www.thechronicleherald.ca/news/local/its-something-we-live-with-everyday-couples-separated-amid-pandemic-477410/
https://www.thechronicleherald.ca/news/local/its-something-we-live-with-everyday-couples-separated-amid-pandemic-477410/
https://ici.radio-canada.ca/premiere/emissions/l-heure-du-monde/episodes/471728/rattrapage-du-mardi-28-juillet-2020/12
https://ici.radio-canada.ca/premiere/emissions/l-heure-du-monde/episodes/471728/rattrapage-du-mardi-28-juillet-2020/12
https://asianpacificpost.com/article/8877-delays-expected-paper-based-family-sponsorship-applications.html
https://asianpacificpost.com/article/8877-delays-expected-paper-based-family-sponsorship-applications.html
https://www.immigratetocanada.com/canadian-family-sponsorship-backlog-leaves-thousands-waiting-for-reunification/
https://www.immigratetocanada.com/canadian-family-sponsorship-backlog-leaves-thousands-waiting-for-reunification/


CBC Radio Montreal, July 30, 2020 https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-383-

lets-go/clip/15789856-family-reunification-covid-19  

 

Cogeco Nouvelles, July 31, 2020 https://cdn.cogecolive.com/prod-

20200731/2020_07_31_pqfsl_lacroix_entrevue_melissa_ethier_15962023649412

76.mp3  

 

TVA Nouvelles, August 1, 2020 https://www.tvanouvelles.ca/2020/08/01/des-

couples-separes-depuis-des-mois-veulent-se-reunir-1  

 

TVA Nouvelles, August 4, 2020 https://www.tvanouvelles.ca/2020/08/04/delais-

en-immigration-un-couple-separe-depuis-un-peu-plus-de-8-mois  

 

Journal le St-François, August 4, 2020 https://www.journalsaint-francois.ca/un-

couple-isole-en-raison-du-processus-de-parrainage-ralenti-par-la-covid/ Durham 

Region, August 5, 2020 https://www.durhamregion.com/news-story/10129149-

married-in-paradise-oshawa-woman-s-spousal-sponsorship-application-is-

inlimbo-due-to-covid-19-pandemic/ 

 

 TFO, August 7, 2020 https://onfr.tfo.org/un-amour-separe-par-la-covid-19-et-

immigration-canada/  

 

CBC News Montreal, August 8, 2020 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/montreal-protest-denounces-

immigration-application-delays-1.5679721 

 

 CBC News Edmonton, August 8, 2020 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/spousal-sponsorship-delays-

1.5679675 

 

 Radio Canadá Internacional, August 8, 2020 

https://www.rcinet.ca/es/2020/08/10/conyuges-se-movilizan-en-canada-para-

traer-a-sus-parejas-del-exterior/ Danilo Velasquez, freelance journalist, August 8, 

2020 https://youtu.be/I-h3QLNq5I0  

 

CTV News Vancouver, August 8, 2020 

https://bc.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=2010780&binId=1.1184694&playlistPageNu

m=1 

 

CTV News Montreal, August 8, 2020 https://montreal.ctvnews.ca/protests-held-

across-canada-urging-politicians-to-help-reunite-families-amid-covid-19-

pandemic1.5056574  

 

Global News, August 8, 2020 https://globalnews.ca/video/7260144/coronavirus-

canadians-protest-delay-in-spousal-family-sponsorships/  

 

https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-383-lets-go/clip/15789856-family-reunification-covid-19
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-383-lets-go/clip/15789856-family-reunification-covid-19
https://cdn.cogecolive.com/prod-20200731/2020_07_31_pqfsl_lacroix_entrevue_melissa_ethier_1596202364941276.mp3
https://cdn.cogecolive.com/prod-20200731/2020_07_31_pqfsl_lacroix_entrevue_melissa_ethier_1596202364941276.mp3
https://cdn.cogecolive.com/prod-20200731/2020_07_31_pqfsl_lacroix_entrevue_melissa_ethier_1596202364941276.mp3
https://www.tvanouvelles.ca/2020/08/01/des-couples-separes-depuis-des-mois-veulent-se-reunir-1
https://www.tvanouvelles.ca/2020/08/01/des-couples-separes-depuis-des-mois-veulent-se-reunir-1
https://www.tvanouvelles.ca/2020/08/04/delais-en-immigration-un-couple-separe-depuis-un-peu-plus-de-8-mois
https://www.tvanouvelles.ca/2020/08/04/delais-en-immigration-un-couple-separe-depuis-un-peu-plus-de-8-mois
https://www.durhamregion.com/news-story/10129149-married-in-paradise-oshawa-woman-s-spousal-sponsorship-application-is-inlimbo-due-to-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.durhamregion.com/news-story/10129149-married-in-paradise-oshawa-woman-s-spousal-sponsorship-application-is-inlimbo-due-to-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.durhamregion.com/news-story/10129149-married-in-paradise-oshawa-woman-s-spousal-sponsorship-application-is-inlimbo-due-to-covid-19-pandemic/
https://onfr.tfo.org/un-amour-separe-par-la-covid-19-et-immigration-canada/
https://onfr.tfo.org/un-amour-separe-par-la-covid-19-et-immigration-canada/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/montreal-protest-denounces-immigration-application-delays-1.5679721
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/montreal-protest-denounces-immigration-application-delays-1.5679721
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/spousal-sponsorship-delays-1.5679675
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/spousal-sponsorship-delays-1.5679675
https://youtu.be/I-h3QLNq5I0
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=2010780&binId=1.1184694&playlistPageNum=1
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=2010780&binId=1.1184694&playlistPageNum=1
https://montreal.ctvnews.ca/protests-held-across-canada-urging-politicians-to-help-reunite-families-amid-covid-19-pandemic1.5056574
https://montreal.ctvnews.ca/protests-held-across-canada-urging-politicians-to-help-reunite-families-amid-covid-19-pandemic1.5056574
https://montreal.ctvnews.ca/protests-held-across-canada-urging-politicians-to-help-reunite-families-amid-covid-19-pandemic1.5056574


Global News, August 8, 2020 https://globalnews.ca/news/7259922/coronavirus-

quebec-spousal-sponsorship-applicants-protest/ 

 

Ottawa Citizen, August 8, 2020 https://ottawacitizen.com/news/local-news/hill-

demonstrators-appeal-to-government-for-reunification-with-families  

 

Ottawa Sun, August 8, 2020 https://ottawasun.com/news/local-news/hill-

demonstrators-appeal-to-government-for-reunification-with-families/ Radio- 

 

Canada, August 8, 2020 https://ici.radio-canada.ca/nouvelle/1725280/canadiens-

reunification-familiale-manifestation-conjoint-visa-temporaire  

 

CityNews Montreal, August 8, 2020 

https://www.facebook.com/CityNewsMTL/posts/3267769836638136  

 

CityNews Toronto, August 8, 2020 

https://toronto.citynews.ca/video/2020/08/08/demonstrations-held-in-support-of-

reuniting-families/  

 

Journal de Montréal, August 8, 2020 

https://www.journaldemontreal.com/2020/08/08/sans-papa-depuis-quatre-mois 

Journal de Montréal /  

 

TVA Nouvelles, August 8, 2020 

https://www.journaldemontreal.com/2020/08/08/des-couples-separes-reclament-

un-visa-special  

 

La Presse, August 8, 2020 https://www.lapresse.ca/covid-19/2020-08-

08/manifestations-partout-au-pays-pour-reunir-les-familles-separees-par-la-

covid19.php  

 

La Voix de l’Est, August 8, 2020 https://www.lavoixdelest.ca/actualites/des-

canadiens-manifestent-partout-au-pays-pour-le-droit-de-reunir-leur-

famille6b710b385601b960cc70583568f72722  

 

Journal Métro, August 8, 2020 

https://journalmetro.com/actualites/montreal/2496500/des-manifestations-pour-

demander-la-reunification-familiale-dans-tout-lecanada/  

 

CTV News Toronto, August 9, 2020 https://toronto.ctvnews.ca/spousal-

sponsorship-applicants-in-toronto-protest-to-be-reunited-with-loved-ones-

1.5057150  

 

Ottawa Sun, August 9, 2020 

https://www.facebook.com/OttawaSun/photos/a.152127671500098/33210593546

https://globalnews.ca/news/7259922/coronavirus-quebec-spousal-sponsorship-applicants-protest/
https://globalnews.ca/news/7259922/coronavirus-quebec-spousal-sponsorship-applicants-protest/
https://ici.radio-canada.ca/nouvelle/1725280/canadiens-reunification-familiale-manifestation-conjoint-visa-temporaire
https://ici.radio-canada.ca/nouvelle/1725280/canadiens-reunification-familiale-manifestation-conjoint-visa-temporaire
https://www.facebook.com/CityNewsMTL/posts/3267769836638136
https://toronto.citynews.ca/video/2020/08/08/demonstrations-held-in-support-of-reuniting-families/
https://toronto.citynews.ca/video/2020/08/08/demonstrations-held-in-support-of-reuniting-families/
https://www.journaldemontreal.com/2020/08/08/sans-papa-depuis-quatre-mois%20Journal%20de%20Montréal%20/
https://www.journaldemontreal.com/2020/08/08/sans-papa-depuis-quatre-mois%20Journal%20de%20Montréal%20/
https://www.journaldemontreal.com/2020/08/08/des-couples-separes-reclament-un-visa-special
https://www.journaldemontreal.com/2020/08/08/des-couples-separes-reclament-un-visa-special
https://www.lapresse.ca/covid-19/2020-08-08/manifestations-partout-au-pays-pour-reunir-les-familles-separees-par-la-covid19.php
https://www.lapresse.ca/covid-19/2020-08-08/manifestations-partout-au-pays-pour-reunir-les-familles-separees-par-la-covid19.php
https://www.lapresse.ca/covid-19/2020-08-08/manifestations-partout-au-pays-pour-reunir-les-familles-separees-par-la-covid19.php
https://www.lavoixdelest.ca/actualites/des-canadiens-manifestent-partout-au-pays-pour-le-droit-de-reunir-leur-famille6b710b385601b960cc70583568f72722
https://www.lavoixdelest.ca/actualites/des-canadiens-manifestent-partout-au-pays-pour-le-droit-de-reunir-leur-famille6b710b385601b960cc70583568f72722
https://www.lavoixdelest.ca/actualites/des-canadiens-manifestent-partout-au-pays-pour-le-droit-de-reunir-leur-famille6b710b385601b960cc70583568f72722
https://journalmetro.com/actualites/montreal/2496500/des-manifestations-pour-demander-la-reunification-familiale-dans-tout-lecanada/
https://journalmetro.com/actualites/montreal/2496500/des-manifestations-pour-demander-la-reunification-familiale-dans-tout-lecanada/
https://toronto.ctvnews.ca/spousal-sponsorship-applicants-in-toronto-protest-to-be-reunited-with-loved-ones-1.5057150
https://toronto.ctvnews.ca/spousal-sponsorship-applicants-in-toronto-protest-to-be-reunited-with-loved-ones-1.5057150
https://toronto.ctvnews.ca/spousal-sponsorship-applicants-in-toronto-protest-to-be-reunited-with-loved-ones-1.5057150


06898/ NVL, V-Télé, August 15, 2020 

https://www.facebook.com/vtele.ca/videos/626466694958937  

 

CIC News, August 16, 2020 https://www.cicnews.com/2020/08/international-

couples-face-immigration-processing-delays-0815450.html#gs.e5o5mq New 

Canadian Media, August 18, 2020 https://newcanadianmedia.ca/spousal-

sponsorships-in-limbo-due-to-covid-19/  

 

CityNews Montreal, August 25, 2020 

https://www.facebook.com/CityNewsMTL/videos/3203311636416574  

 

CityNews Montreal, September 4, 2020 

https://www.facebook.com/CityNewsMTL/posts/3349582131790239 Mon 

Joliette, September 16, 2020 https://monjoliette.com/des-couples-separes-par-la-

fermeture-de-la-frontiere-lancent-un-cri-du-coeur/  

 

Global News Edmonton, September 19, 2020 

https://globalnews.ca/video/7346674/global-news-hour-at-6-edmonton-sept-19-4  

 

Radio-Canada, September 19, 2020 https://ici.radio-

canada.ca/amp/1735068/marc-paquette-gatineau-delais-immigration-colombie-

retrouvaille-famille-manifestation  

 

Le Journal de Montréal, September 19, 2020 

https://www.journaldemontreal.com/2020/09/19/parrainage-familial-

manifestation-contre-les-delais-qui-seternisent  

 

The Gazette, September 20, 2020 https://montrealgazette.com/news/local-

news/protesters-call-for-canada-to-speed-up-family-unification 

 

CIC News, September 22, 2020 https://www.cicnews.com/2020/09/canadians-

call-for-faster-family-reunification-0915839.html#gs.h81e6o 

 

PNCN, September 22, 2020 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FunNb-Yx7PA  

 

CBC, September 22, 2020 https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/immigration-

services-resume-pilot-1.5732790?  

 

MTLBlog, September 25, 2020 

https://www.mtlblog.com/news/canada/qc/montreal/a-quebec-woman-gave-birth-

alone-she-says-its-due-to-governmentbureaucracy Rallies to 

#PrioritizeFamilySponsorship Montreal, August 8, 2020 ( 

https://www.facebook.com/latino365/posts/10163911626750573 ) Ottawa,  

 

August 8, 2020 Toronto, August 8, 2020 Edmonton, August 8, 2020 Vancouver,  

 

https://www.facebook.com/vtele.ca/videos/626466694958937
https://newcanadianmedia.ca/spousal-sponsorships-in-limbo-due-to-covid-19/
https://newcanadianmedia.ca/spousal-sponsorships-in-limbo-due-to-covid-19/
https://www.facebook.com/CityNewsMTL/videos/3203311636416574
https://monjoliette.com/des-couples-separes-par-la-fermeture-de-la-frontiere-lancent-un-cri-du-coeur/
https://monjoliette.com/des-couples-separes-par-la-fermeture-de-la-frontiere-lancent-un-cri-du-coeur/
https://globalnews.ca/video/7346674/global-news-hour-at-6-edmonton-sept-19-4
https://www.journaldemontreal.com/2020/09/19/parrainage-familial-manifestation-contre-les-delais-qui-seternisent
https://www.journaldemontreal.com/2020/09/19/parrainage-familial-manifestation-contre-les-delais-qui-seternisent
https://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/protesters-call-for-canada-to-speed-up-family-unification
https://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/protesters-call-for-canada-to-speed-up-family-unification
https://www.cicnews.com/2020/09/canadians-call-for-faster-family-reunification-0915839.html#gs.h81e6o
https://www.cicnews.com/2020/09/canadians-call-for-faster-family-reunification-0915839.html#gs.h81e6o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FunNb-Yx7PA


August 8, 2020 Halifax, September 19, 2020 Montreal, September 19, 2020 ( 

https://www.facebook.com/latino365/posts/10164092661825573 )  

 

Ottawa, September 19, 2020 Toronto, September 19, 2020 Edmonton, September 

19, 2020 

  



Political support  

 

Jenny Kwan, MP of Parliament for Vancouver East, NDP Critic for Immigration, 

Refugees and Citizenship Open letter to Honorable Marco Mendicino, Minister of 

Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship, July 10, 2020 

https://www.facebook.com/JennyKwanVanEast/posts/3014449278654927 House 

of Commons Petition #e-2747, endorsed by Jenny Kwan  

 

https://petitions.ourcommons.ca/en/Petition/Details?Petition=e-2747 Tweet in 

support of family sponsorship, July 21, 2020  

 

https://twitter.com/JennyKwanBC/status/1285651566050054144?s=20 Speaking 

at the Rally to Prioritize Family Sponsorship in Vancouver, August 8, 2020  

 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=3477859582246709 Open letter to Marco 

Mendicino, September 3, 2020  

 

https://twitter.com/JennyKwanBC/status/1301645742768091136 Tweet by Jenny 

Kwan, September 24, 2020  

 

https://twitter.com/JennyKwanBC/status/1309275075770806272 Tabling the 

House of Commons petition for the creation of the STRV, September 24, 2020  

 

https://youtu.be/CJdCIVAGNz4 Jagmeet Singh, MP for Burnaby South, Leader 

of the NDP Live Instagram chat with Jagmeet Singh, MP for Burnaby South,  

 

Leader of the NDP, July 19, 2020 

https://twitter.com/nkpj226/status/1284678066493706240?s=20 Christine 

Normandin, MP for St-Jean, Deputy House Leader of the Bloc Québécois House 

of Commons, July 20, 2020  

 

https://twitter.com/ChristineNorm/status/1285353035590492160?s=20 House of 

Commons, July 22, 2020 https://youtu.be/LqPuxscfB-o Open letter to Marco 

Mendicino, September 14, 2020  

 

https://twitter.com/ChristineNorm/status/1305581980168396800 Response to the 

Throne Speech in the House of Common, September 24, 2020  

 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristineNormandinBQ/posts/1585381224974850 

Matthew Green, MP for Hamilton-Center House of Commons, July 21, 2020  

 

https://twitter.com/MatthewGreenNDP/status/1285619505864085509?s=20 

Andrés Fontecilla, MNA for Laurier-Dorion, President and spokesperson of 

Québec Solidaire Tweet in support of the #prioritizefamilysponsorship / 

#delaisCSQ campaign, July 21, 2020  

 



https://twitter.com/AFontecillaQS/status/1285645671769477122?s=20 Speech 

during the Rally to Prioritize Family Sponsorship in Montreal, August 8, 2020 

Facebook post in support of the #priortitizefamilysponsorship campaign, August 

8, 2020 https://www.facebook.com/AFontecillaQS/posts/4152228591519040  

 

Facebook post by Andrés Fontecilla, after attending the rally in Montreal, 

September 19, 2020 Alexandre Boulerice, MP for Rosemont—La Petite-Patrie 

Speech during the Rally to Prioritize Family Sponsorship in Montreal, August 8, 

2020  

 

Facebook post in support of the #priortitizefamilysponsorship campaign, August 

10, 2020 

https://www.facebook.com/alexandreboulerice/posts/10158681546753686  

 

Facebook post in support of family reunification, August 13, 2020 

https://www.facebook.com/alexandreboulerice/posts/10158689378568686 Speech 

during the Rally to Prioritize Family Sponsorship in Montreal, September 21, 

2020 https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=621157268766219 Tweet by  

 

Alexandre Boulerice after the rally in Montreal, August 19, 2020 

https://twitter.com/alexboulerice/status/1307395462706724864 Monique Pauzé, 

MP for Repentigny Tweet from Monique Pauzé  

 

https://twitter.com/m_pauze/status/1306391188178640898 References [1] 

Ministère de l'Immigration, de la Francisation et de l'Intégration (MIFI), 

Déclaration des services à la clientèle  

 

https://www.quebec.ca/gouv/ministere/immigration/declaration-de-services-a-la-

clientele/#c11545 [2] Immigration and Refugee Protection Regulations 

(SOR/2002-227) https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/sor-2002-

227/page-37.html#docCont [3] IRCC Press Release Government introduces new 

border measures to protect Canadian public health, provides update on travel 

restrictions – October 2, 2020 https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-

citizenship/news/2020/10/government-introduces-new-border-measures-toprotect-

canadian-public-health-provides-update-on-travel-restrictions.html [3] IRCC 

Operational Bulletin 179A – June 29, 2010  

 

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-

citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/operational-bulletins-

manuals/bulletins2010/179a-june-29-2010.html [4] Couple's attempt to return 

from Peru in limbo despite family exemption announced by PM – June 16, 2020  

 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/peru-canada-visa-couple-immigration-

1.5613839 [5] Couple arrives on repatriation flight from Peru after weeks of 

uncertainty – June 20, 2020 https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/couple-arrives-on-

https://www.facebook.com/AFontecillaQS/posts/4152228591519040
https://www.facebook.com/alexandreboulerice/posts/10158681546753686


repatriation-flight-after-weeks-of-uncertainty-1.5620921 [6] United Nations 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights – December 10, 1948  

 

https://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/ [7] The Right to 

Family Life and Family Unity of Refugees and Others in Need of International 

Protection and the Family Definition Applied. Frances Nicholson. United Nations 

High Commissioner for Refugees – January, 2018  

 

https://www.unhcr.org/5a8c40ba1.pdf [8] Family Migration Policies and Social 

Integration, Denise L. Spitzer, PhD, Institute of Feminist and Gender Studies, 

University of Ottawa, United Nations Expert Group,  

 

Family Policies for Inclusive Societies - May 15-16, 2018 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/family/wp-

content/uploads/sites/23/2018/05/Family-Oriented-Migration-Policies-and-

SocialIntegration.pdf [9] UNICEF working paper, Family Unity in the Context of 

Migration, Key Messages  

 

https://www.unicef.org/media/58341/file/Family%20unity%20issue%20brief.pdf 

[10] IRCC Operational Bulletin – Procedural fairness 

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-

citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/operational-bulletins-

manuals/servicedelivery/procedural-fairness.html 



Description of the group 

 

The fundamental principles of Voices4families are above all: Respect, equality, 

responsibility, transparency and inclusion. This group is a continuation of the group 

founded in May 2020 called "Canada Spousal Sponsorship Applicants Affected by 

COVID-19". However, the current pandemic situation is pushing us to expand our fight 

to represent more people who are being abused through the immigration system. We 

represent issues in the following areas (including lobbying for the opening of liaison 

offices and veterans centers around the world) : -spousal sponsorships (in and out of the 

country), -parents/grandparents - we will also fight for engagement visas as well as for 

countries that require visit visas. In the U.S., the K1 visa is issued - why should Canada 

be different? If you are concerned about the VO and ACC closures, you are also welcome 

to join our fight. We are an open group. 
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