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House of Commons Standing Committee on Finance – Pre-budget Consultations 2013 

This brief is submitted by: 

an organization  Organization name: ________________________________________________ 

or  

an individual   Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

Topic:  

*Recommendation 1:  Please provide a short summary of your recommendation. 

 

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your 
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is 
related. 

 

 

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your 
recommendation.  For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax 
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc. 
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Intended beneficiaries:  Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would 
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

 

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living 
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc. 

 

Topic: 

Recommendation 2:  Please provide a short summary of your recommendation. 

 

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your 
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is 
related. 
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Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your 
recommendation.  For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax 
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc. 

 

Intended beneficiaries:  Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would 
benefit by implementation of your recommendation. 

 

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living 
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc. 
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Recommendation 3:  Please provide a short summary of your recommendation. 
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Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your 
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is 
related. 

 

 

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your 
recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax 
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

 

Intended beneficiaries:  Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would 
benefit by implementation of your recommendation. 

 

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living 
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc. 
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Please use this page if you wish to provide more explanation about your recommendation(s).

 

*Please note that at least one recommendation must be provided 


	Organization name: The Federal Active Transportation Coalition 
	Name: 
	rec1: That the federal government establish, as part of the new Building Canada Plan, a $250 million infrastructure fund, over three years to support active transportation.Active transportation includes walking, cycling, all other forms of non-motorized transportation and public transit. Examples of infrastructure that supports active transportation (this is not a complete list) include sidewalks, walking paths, cycle tracks, bike paths, paved shoulders, crosswalks, appropriate street lighting, public rest areas, and accessible public transit.
	rec2: We propose that funding for active transportation infrastructure could be be allocated from within the Gas Tax stream of the new Building Canada Plan's Community Improvement Fund. Alternatively, funding could come from within the Provincial-Territorial Infrastructure Component of the new Building Canada Plan.
	rec3: 1.Municipalities from all regions of Canada that invest in active transportation. Specific beneficiaries include, but are not limited to the following:-Local businesses and industry-Local places of work-Firms that design and build infrastructure for active transportation-Municipal governments2. Canadians of all ages and socioeconomic status who use active transportation.3. Provincial/territorial governments4. The federal government
	rec4: 1. Economic impacts:Increased rates of active transportation will generate major economic benefits (see last page) through increased mobility, more functional and appealing urban and rural settings, and decreased costs associated with poor health and air pollution. 2. Health impacts:Major improvements in health as a result of increased physical activity, improved safety, and decreased exposure to air pollution.3. Air pollution impacts:Major reductions in air pollution could be achieved by increasing the number of Canadians that rely on active transportation and public transit.
	rec5: 
	rec6: 
	rec8: 
	rec9: 
	rec10: 
	rec11: 
	rec7: 
	rec12: 
	rec13: Investing in infrastructure that supports walking, cycling, and all other forms of non-motorized transportation (e.g., inline skating, wheelchair use, etc.) and public transit stands to benefit Canadians of all ages and backgrounds immeasurably. These benefits will come in the form of a strengthened economy, better health, and improved air quality.  Given that the achievement of these high level objectives requires particular types of local investment, we believe that a specific fund for active transportation is required.As made evident by the points below, a long-term economic benefit of at least $1 billion dollars over more than five years is a realistic outcome based on a $250 million investment in active transportation infrastructure.• Calculations demonstrate that if the share of commuter trips completed by active travel (walking and cycling) in Canada were to increase by 7.4 per cent, relative to 2004 levels, an overall economic benefit of $3.4  billion per year could be achieved.• Physical inactivity was calculated to be responsible for $6.8 billion in direct and indirect Canadian health care costs in 2009.• A US Centres for Disease Control and Prevention systematic review found that modifying community infrastructure to support physical activity and active transportation resulted in a median increase of 35% in measures of physical activity.• According to the London School of Economics, the health benefits of cycling save the UK economy roughly $197 million (US) per year in reduced absenteeism.• It is estimated that in the city of Copenhagen, every kilometer travelled by bicycle instead of by car saves taxpayers 7.8 cents (US) in avoided costs (e.g. related to accidents, air pollution, infrastructure wear and tear), amounting $43 million per year.• According to the Toronto Board of Trade, the combined direct and indirect cost of traffic congestion in the greater Toronto and Hamilton area alone was $6 billion in 2006.• Short and long term exposure to air pollution in Canada was estimated to result in an annual economic impact of over $8 billion in 2008. Overall benefits related to active transportation include the following:• improved local economies (e.g. from increased retail revenue in pedestrian/cycle friendly areas, increased property values, and tourism)• Improved urban mobility• reduction in road building, parking, and maintenance costs• improved air quality• improved safety (particularly for children and older people)• reduction in health care costs• reduction in environmental costs (e.g. from poor air quality)• increased workplace productivity• increased rates of physical activity• improved overall physical and mental healthCanadians support investment in active transportation infrastructure, although many communities are lacking in this respect. Investing in active transportation allows for improved economies, better health, and reduced air pollution.
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