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House of Commons Standing Committee on Finance – Pre-budget Consultations 2013 

This brief is submitted by: 

an organization  Organization name: ________________________________________________ 

or  

an individual   Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

Topic:  

*Recommendation 1:  Please provide a short summary of your recommendation. 

 

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your 
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is 
related. 

 

 

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your 
recommendation.  For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax 
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc. 
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Intended beneficiaries:  Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would 
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

 

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living 
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc. 
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Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your 
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Please use this page if you wish to provide more explanation about your recommendation(s).

 

*Please note that at least one recommendation must be provided 


	Organization name: Association of Consulting Engineering Companies - Canada (ACEC)
	Name: 
	rec1: ACEC reaffirms its support for the ten year federal infrastructure plan announced in the 2013 budget. Continuity is critical for effective delivery of infrastructure. Government must continue to work closely with its stakeholders to ensure that lessons learned in the past are incorporated. It is urgent that this work begins now so that the new investments can begin immediately in 2014-2015. With the current program ending, jobs and expertise are already being lost - undermining some of the benefits of a stable, predictable ten year program before it begins.
	rec2: The government has already allocated funds for this important program. However, it is urgent that an efficient application process be in place as soon as possible so infrastructure investments can begin immediately in the new fiscal year. Giving priority to applications based on proven need supported by sound asset management will yield significant life-cycle savings. Once the budget is balanced, it will be critical to review infrastructure needs on an ongoing basis since the funding currently committed, while significant, is not sufficient to meet all of the historical and emerging demands.
	rec3: This program will benefit all Canadians. Modern and efficient infrastructure enables commerce, connects communities and protects the environment. It is a key driver of economic growth and increased quality of life for all Canadians. It will also act as an important creator of jobs across the country through the participation of Canada's world-leading engineering and construction sector. A recent Canada West Foundation report concluded that infrastructure spending is one of the very best returns on investment (ROI) in terms of the economic growth and job creation it provides. 
	rec4: The Canada West Foundation, Chamber of Commerce and others have documented the impact of infrastructure investment on prosperity and job creation. Of all stimulus programs introduced to combat the recession, infrastructure projects were the most effective and provided the best ROI to the governments and taxpayers. Asset management can add to the ROI. Infrastructure investments are vital to our everyday life and also creates thousands of well-paying, skilled jobs across the country. The stimulus program also proved the government can roll out large-scale infrastructure projects effectively. 
	rec5: ACEC recommends working with stakeholders and building on existing initiatives to develop a National Strategy for Northern and Remote Infrastructure. The Building Canada plan focusses largely on public infrastructure. However, there is also an acute need to access Canada’s natural resources and transport these resources to market (minerals, metals and oil/gas resources in particular). Such a strategy needs to offer a business case for the private sector to contribute to these investments  - not only in the northern territories, but also in the northern parts of many provinces.
	rec6: ACEC expects that such a strategy would not be implemented until the budget is balanced. However, the government can work now with stakeholders to develop the strategy to establish priorities, roles for government and private stakeholders and determine necessary investments for future implementation. Preliminary work could be accomplished with existing government resources. Ideally, a combination of dedicated royalty streams and incentives for private sector investment in the North could limit federal exposure to direct financing and potentially provide a return on investment of public funds. 
	rec8: As with other infrastructure projects to which the government has committed itself, economic growth and job creation across Canada would be the most immediate impacts of this program. If government can facilitate infrastructure development in the north there will be significant benefits to Canada’s economy as a whole.  Potential secondary benefits could include: (1) creating a critical mass to help support public infrastructure in remote and aboriginal communities; and (2) a larger and more permanent presence in the north that would help support Canada’s sovereignty over the Arctic.
	rec9: 
	rec10: 
	rec11: 
	rec7: The opportunity for economic activity, private investment and an increased tax base will benefit all Canadians. Canada's resource sector will be able to create direct jobs for residents of Canada's Northern and remote regions. Investments in resource infrastructure (transportation, work camps, power generation and transmission) will create skilled jobs and expertise both locally and across Canada. Sufficient investment in the North could also create a the critical mass needed to make public infrastructure for northern communities more financially viable and logistically effective. 
	rec12: 
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